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Hofpital,  LoNDoi^. 


Sir, 

TH  E  extenfive  pradlice  in  which  you 
have  been  long  engaged,  ,ind  the 
many  ufeful  improvements,  founded  on 
experience,  whicK  you  have  introduced 
into  Surgery,  defervedly  raife  you  to  an 
eminent  rank  in  your  profefGon. 

This  alone  would  induce  any  practi- 
tioner to  court  the  honour  of  your  pro- 
tiedlion  to  his  firft  publication.  But  I 
might  juftly  be  accufed  of  ingratitude,  if 
I  did  not  alfo  feize  this  occafion  of  pub- 
licly acknowledging  my. obligations  to  you, 
and  of  exprefling  my  grateful  fenfc  of  the 
advantages  which  I  enjoyed,  when  I  had 
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an  op'portunity,  not  only  of  obferving 
your  pradlice  in  Surgery,  but  of  becoming 
acquainted  with  the  principles  and  opi- 
nions by  which  it  was  diredled. 

To  render  thefe  fentiments  of  my  re- 
fpecSl  and  gratitude  as  public  as  they  are 
fincere,  was  my  only  view  in  this  addrefi. 
To  fay  more,  or  to  afliime  the  ufual  lan- 
gixage  of  dedication,  would,  1  know,  be 
offenfive  to  you,  Pernait  me  to  add,  that 
I  am,  with  great  refpe<5t. 

Sir, 

Your  obKged, 

Atii  oWdient  humble  fervant^ 

BENJAMIN   BELLv 
EBrNBUicoHy  Jan  20.7 
I  7  8^  4.  S 
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PREFACE. 

SINCE  the  commcnocmcnt  of  the  prcfent  cen- 
tury very  conAdcrable  improvements  hate 
been  made  both  in  Medicine  and  in  Surgery.  Tl^c 
latter  particularly,  during  the  courfe  of  this  pe- 
riod,^ feems  to  have  been  enriched  with  mq^-e  rerf 
knowledge  than  It  was  ever  before  pofleflcd  of. 

From  this  cofifideration,  it  may  poffibly  be  al- 
ledged  by  fome,  that  nothing  new  can  now  be  of- 
fered on  the  fubjed  of  Surgery ;  and  therefore^ 
that  any  farther  publication  in  that  I'me  muft,  in 
(bme  meafui'e,  be  fuperfluous.  Although  much, 
however,  has  been  written,  and  a  great  deal  of 
light  thrown  upon  the  principal  and  more  leading 
parts  of  Surgery ;  yet  ftill,  from  Icfs  attention  ha- 
ving been  paid  to  fome  of  its  branches,  there  arc 
many  chirurgical  difeafes  which  are  neither  fo 
well  underftood,  nor  fo  accurately  treated,  as  wc 
might  otherwife  have  expedcd. 

This  feems,  in  a  gresit  meafure,  to  proceed  from 
the  fame  and  reputation  commonly  acquired  by 
fuccefs  in  the  more  capital  operations  of  Surgery ; 
which  havmg  a  greater  effea  with  the  public  than 
the  moft  fuccefsful  treatment  of  complaints  not 
evidently  of  fo  much  confeqtience)  has  naturally 
prevented  praditioners  from  paying  to  difeafes  ^f 
this  nature  that  attention  which  they  certainly  de- 
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And  in  confequencc  of  this,  though  the  real 
operative  part  pf  the  profeffion  is,  in  general,  car- 
ried to  as  great  perfedion  as  it  may  probably  ever 
attain  }  yet  Surgeons  daily  meet  with  difordcfs 
which  baffle  all  their  ingenuity ;  by  their  failure 
in  which,  not  only  their  own  private  reputation, 
but  that  of  the  art  in  general,  fuffers:  more  thj^n 
can  be  ever  compcnfated  by  any  temporary  eclat 

.  from  an  operation. 

Many  complaints  might  be  enumerated, ,  which 
have  fuffcrcd  from  fuch  neglcd ;  but  none,  it  is 
prefumed,  are  iti  general  lefs  underftood  than  fomc 
of  thofe  which  make  the  fubjeds  of  the  following 
Effays.  The  theory  and  treatment  of  ulcers  efpc- 
cially,  although  a  great  deal  has  been  written  con* 
cerning  therq,  arc  ftill  very  defcftive :  The  de- 
fcriptions  given  of  them  by  authors  are  fo  tedious, 
and  the  diflindions  fo  complicated  and  various, 
that,  to  a  young  praftitioncr  particularly,  it  is  no 
cafy  matter,  either  to  comprehend*  rightly  fuch  di- 
ftindions,  or  to  apply  the  diiFcrent  remedies  re- 
commended for  each. 

Applications  and  medicines  for  ulcers,  as  p<Mnt- 
cd  cut  by  foreigp  writers  efpecially,  are  indeed  fo 
numerous,  and  frequently  fo  contradidory,  that 
even  the  oldcft  praditioners  find  it  impofliblc  to 
reconcile  them  to  reafon.;  but  being  generally  re- 
commended as  in  tpnfequence  of  experience;  that 

•  (circumftance   alone   makes   them  too  frequently 
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adopted,  \nthout  being  examined  into ;  whereas 
a  litde  attendon  would  render.it  evident,  that  few 
pubHcattons  on  this  fubjcd,  which  have  appeared 
for  perhaps  a  c^tury  paft,  contain  any  thing  new, 
the  practice  pointed  out  by  all  of  them  being  in  ge-« 
neral  merely  copied  by  one  author  from  another. 

It  was  this,  together  with  my  meeting  with  more 
frequent  difappointments  in  the  cure  of  ulcers 
than  of  any  other  complaint,  which  made  me  firft 
pay  more  particular  attention  to  their  manage-* 
ment.  In  confequence  of  which,  I  found  a  much 
lefs  complicated  treatment  than  had  been  gene- 
rally recommended,  prove  more  efficacious,  and 
a  great  deal  of  trouble  (istved  thereby  both  to  Yny 
patients  and  myfelf.  How  far  the  fame  methods 
may  with  others  be  found  to  fucceed,  I  ihall  not 
pretend  to  fay:  This,  however,  I  m^uft  obferve, 
that  there  is  iK>tbing  recommen(kd  in  the  follow- 
ing iheets,  but  what  has  been  confirmed  by  re« 
jpeated  expedience, 

I  am  far  from  imagining,  however,  that  any 
thing  I  have  to  advance,  cither  exhaufts  the  fub- 
jed,  or  renders  farther  improvements  in  k  unne-- 
ceflary.  But  whatever  dcficiences  the  jprcfcnt 
publication  may  labour  under,  this  advantage 
may  at  leaft  be  expefted  from  it,  that  it  will  point  ^ 
out  to  others  a  material  branch  of  Surgery,  which 
for  a  long  time  has  been  very  much  ncglcded  ; 
I  (ubjeft,  too,  that  ftill  dcfcrvcs  their  attention, 
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aiid  m-io7l}ich  'many  ufefitl  hspt oiiim        mrybf 
probsAdy  to  be  made.  ,     . 

Th^  treatifc  oa  inSaqAmatioa  and  its  ccBoftm 
quencps  Titas  rcad^  fevtral  years  i^^  bpfore  the 
College  c^  Surgeons  of  this  place ;  and  as  it  waa 
zppvwcd  oi  byibaoe  of  my  friends^  I  now  in&rt 
it  ^ere  with  fome  additions  and  akera^ions :  As 
many  of  the  obfcrvations,  too,  relating  to  inflam-' 
mation,  apply  with  equal  propriety  to  diffecent 
circomftances  of  ulcers,  the  confideratiQB  of  that 
fubjed:  could  not,  it  was  prefumed^  he  any  where 
kore  pttoperly  introduced. 
'  White  fKrellihgs  of  the  joints  is  another  com^ 
ph\nty  in  Uie  treatment  of  which: we  ire  exeeedt 
fngly  deficient ;  and  I  am  forry.to  oh^ve,  that 
^hat  I  have  to  offer  upon  it  does  not  tend  (a 
much  to  its  farther  elucidation  as  I  oould  bavQ 
wifhed.  But  no  regular  acoaunt  having  erer  beeq 
givep  of  white  fwellings ;  and  at  I  hare  had  many 
opportunities,  both  of  feeing  iiich  compIaint| 
treated  in  the  ordinary  way,  aif^d  of  difleding  the 
difeafed  joints  after  amputation,  I  thought  it  might 
pVove  acceptable  to  the  reader  to  have  a  iufi  account 
of  the  pra^ice  employed  iii  them,  as  well  as  of  the 
obfervatidns  I  have  made  in  diifei^ions*  This  | 
have  endeavoured  accurately  to  do ;  but  having 
nothing  altogether  fattsfadory  to  communica^  oh 
the  method  of  cure,  prolixity  on  any  other  part  of 
the  fabjc£l:  would  not,  I  know,  to  the  generality  of 
pr^itioncrs,  prove  very  acceptable. 
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IX 


I  muft  here  obfenre,  however,  that  iJihough 
nothing  very  material  be  pointed  out  in  the  treat* 
ment  of  the  more  inretertte  ipecies  of  white  fwell* 
ing ;  yet  the  difttndion  propofcd  to  be  eftablf(h« 
edy  of  fucb  diforders,  into  two  diftind  fpecies,  is 
^  ^tter  of  no  inconfideraUe  importance.  Swell- 
ings of  this  nature  are  evidently  produced  by  two 
fe(^  of  very  different  caufes  ;  the  one  occafioning 
a  difeafe  which  will  probably  be  always  confider- 
cd  as  mcurable ;  and  the  other  a  compbunt  which 
may  frequently  not  only  be  palliated,  but  eveq 
completely  carried  off.  Pra&itioners  ought  there- 
fore, in  dl  fuch  diforder^,  to  be  as  accurate  a| 
poilible  in  diftinguifhing  the  different  caufes  which 
appear  to  have  produced  them ;  and  not  indifcri* 
minately  to  confider  every  cafe  of  white  fwelling 
as  incurable,  and  to  proceed  accordingly,  as  is  ge- 
nerally dmPf  to  immediate  amputation. 

As  the  former  editions  of  this  work  have  met 
with  a  very  £aivourable  reception,  I  have  confider- 
ed  it  as  a  duty  which  I  owe  to  the  public  to  do  all 
in  my  power  to  render  this  third  edition  of  it  as 
corred  as«  poffible :  Much  pains  have  therefore 
been  bellowed  upon  it ;  a  good  deal  of  new  mat- 
ter is  now  introduced ;  every  late  improvement  re- 
lating to  the  fubjeds  treated  of  is  taken  notice  of} 
aad  to  the  whole  a  copious  Index  is  added. 
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P  A  R-T     L 
On  Inflammation  and  its  G)nftquenced« 

SECTION     L 

Of  the  Symptom  and  Caujcs  f>f  Inanimation^ 

AS  Inflammation  is,  in  many  di(br- 
ders,  and  efpecially  in  Wounds, 
Contufions,  and  Ulcers,  the  moft  trouble- 
fome  fymptom  with  which  Surgeons  have 
to  contend,  an  inveftigation  of  its  caufes, 
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of  the  circa mftances  attending  it^  and  of 
the  method  of  treatment  beft  adapted  to 
its  removal,  naturally  occurs  as  an  objedt 
of  importance :  And  this  is  accordingly  a 
fufficient  reafon  for  its  confideration  being 
introduced  as  one  of  the  firH;  articles  in 
every  chirurgical  differtationi 

Inflammation,  it  is  well  known,  is  a  dif* 
order  to  which  every  organifed  part  of  the 
body  is  liable.  But^  as  its  attacks  upon 
the  internal  parts  are  generally  attended 
with  fymptoms,  the  treatment  of  which 
more  properly  bejong^  to,  the  province  of 
Medicine,  we  do  not  at  prefent  intend  to 
enter  into  the  difcufEon  of  thefe;  but 
merely  to  confider  the  complaint,  with  its 
feveral  confequences^  as  it  is  mod  fre- 
quently obferved  to  occur  externally*  And 
aA  the  greateft  pan  of  the  phenomena  that 
in  general  attend  it,  will  be  underftood 
from  the  confider^atidn  of  phlegmon  or  lo- 
cal inflammation^  we  propofe  more  par- 
ticularly to  confine  our  obf^vations  to 
that  fpecies  of  the  diforder. 

Si. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


BtGt.  L        Ca^^^s  ^ftnficanmatm.  19 

$1.     Of  the   SjmpUms   nnd  Terminations  (^ 
PbUgmon. 

pHtEoMON  Is  a  term  commonly  applied 
to  a  circumfcribed  tumor,  attended  with 
heat)  rednefs,  tenfion^  and  a  throbbing 
pain.  Thefe  are  the  firfl  appearances  ob- 
ferved  in  every  cafe  of  phlegmon;  and 
when  they  are  flight,  and  the  part  affecfled 
is  of  no  great  extent,  they  have  commonly 
very  little,  and  fometimes  no  apparent,  in- 
fluence on  the  general  fyftem.  But,  when 
they  are  more  conflderable,  and  the  in^ 
flammation  becomes  excenfive,  a  full, 
quick,  and  generally  a  hard,  pulfe  takes 
place ;  and  the  patient,  at  the  fame  time, 
complains  of  univerfal  heat,  third,  and 
other  fymptoms  of  fever. 

If,  either  by  an  eflfort  of  nature,  or  by 

the   application  of  proper  remedies,  the 

pain,  heat,  and  tenfion,  are  removed,  the 

other  fymptoms  we  have  mentioned,  and 

which  in  a  great  meafure  or  altogether 

depended  on  thcfe,  hkewife  abate,  and  the 

patient  foon  gets  well.     This  is  reckoned 

the  firft,  and  is  generally  the  mod  defire- 

B  a  able. 
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able,  mode  of  termination^  and  is  termed 
Refolution. 

If,  however,  in  the  courfe  of  a  fhort  time, 
and  notwichflanding  the  application  o£* 
the  ufual  Temedies,  the  feveral  fymptoms 
of  heat,  pain,  and  rednefs,  inftead  of  di- 
mihiftiing,  rather  increafe ;  if  che  febrile 
fymptoms  are  likewife  augmented,  and 
the  tumor  gradually  acquires  a  larger 
fizgj  turns  fofc,  fomewhat  prominent  in 
the  middle,  or  towards  its  mod  depending 
Jpart,  gets  a  clear  fhining  appearance,  and 
becomes,  lefs  painful  j  the  different  fymp- 
toms pf  fever  then  abate,  and  a  fluid,  upoii 
prefliire,  is  fouiui  to  fludluate  underneath* 
This  is  another  manner  in  which  inflamma- 
tion terminates,  and  is  called  Suppuration. 

But  if  the  pain^  rednefs,  and  tenfion  of 
the  part  increafe,  while  the  fullnefs  of  pulfd 
and  other  febrile  fymptoms  are  augmented^ 
at  the  fame  time  that  there  is  little  change 
in  the  tumor  in  point  of  fize^  there  is  thea 
great  reafon  to  fufpe£l  that  Gangrene  of 
Mortification  will  foon  take  place. 

Mortification  firft  appears  by  a  change 
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of  colour  in  the  part  afle<^ed,  which,  from 
being  of  a  bright  red,  comes  to  acquire  ai 
leaden  or  livid  caft,  while  fmall  veficles  con- 
taining a  thin  acrid  ferum  are  difperfed 
over  its  furface — the  pain  abates— *the  pulfc 
finks — but  continues  frequent — the  tu- 
mor ac  laft  lofes  its  tenfenefs— turns  quite 
black  and  flaccid — and  fo  terminates  in  ^ 
real  mortified  or  dead  fpot. 

Thefe  are  the  feveral  ordinary  confer 
quences  of  inflammation,  By  many  au- 
thors, however,  another  diforder  has  been 
treated  of  ^s  one  of  its  terminations,  viz. 
Scirrhus,  But  although  that  complaint 
does,  perhaps,  in  fome  inftances,  fucceed  to' 
inflammation,  yet  it  is  far  from  being  a 
coninion  confequetice  of  it :  fo  that,  tho* 
inflammatory  afFedions  may  juftly  enough 
be  mentioned  as  one  of  the  many  exciting 
caufes  of  Scirrhus,  yet  the  confideration  of 
that  diforder  can  never  with  propriety,  it 
is  prefumed,  be  introduced  in  a  treacife  on 
Inflammation. 

The  diflferent  appearances  which  in  gene- , 

ral  occur  in  phlegmon-  being  thus  pointed" 
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out,  together  with  the  manner  in  which 
they  ufually  terminate,  we  fhall  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  confideration  of  the  mod  fre- 
quent exciting  caufes  of  the  diforder,  and 
likewife  of  that  which  appears  mod  pro- 
bably to  be  the  immediate  or  proximate 
caufe ;  and  fhall  conclude  with  the  prog- 
noiis,  and  method  of  treatment  adapted  to 
the  feveral  modes  in  which  the  difeafe  it 
found  to  terminate. 

§  %.  Of  the  exciting  and  predijpqfing  Caufes  of 
Injlammation. 

The  exciting  caufes  of  inflammation, 
are  in  general  whatever  tend  to  (limulate, 
or  to  produce  pain  and  irritation ;  Such 
as  wounds  of  all  kinds,  whether  fimple,  la- 
cerated, or  pun<5luredj  and  with  whatever 
inftrument  they  may  be  produced — alfo 
bruifes  and  burns,  whether  by  the  adlual 
or  potential  cautery-^likewife  all  corrofive 
and  irritating  applications,  as  the  different 
ilrong  acids )  cantharides,  and  all  the  clafa 
of  rubefacientia^  Ligatures  may  likewife 
be  meationedi  and  tumors  that  a£t  as  li- 

gaturci 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ScS.  I.        t^ufct  of  Inflammatwn.  13 

gature8  by  producing  an  undue  comprcC- 
fion  on  any  of  the  blood- veflfels  and  nerves; 
a$  alfo,  violent  exercife  of  any  particular 
member,  and  cold  applied  to  a  particular 
part. 

Thefe  are  tbe  moft  common  external 
caufes  of  phlegmon :  but  there  are  fome 
others  which  tend  to  produce  the  iame  ef- 
fe<El,  which  we  are  to  confideif  entirely  as 
of  an  internal  kind ;  fuch  are  tbe  different 
vitiated  ftates  of  the  fluids,  excited  by  the 
prefence  of  morbid  matters  of  diflFerent 
kinds,  as  thofe  of  Lues  Venerea,  Small 
Pox,  Meafles,  and  Scrbphula.  Fevers  too 
that  end  in  critical  inflammations  and 
confequent  abfcefles,  leem  likewife  to  a£t 
in  the  fatne  manner. 

Under  one  or  other  of  thefe  heads  are 
comprehended,  we  prefume>  almoft  all  the 
exciting  caufes  of  inflammation.  It  is 
not  improper,  however,  here  to  obferve, 
that  there  are  other  caufes  which  with 
propriety  may  be  faid  to  be  of  the  predif- 
pofing  kind ;  by  tending  to  produce  fuch 
a  ftate  of  the  fyftem,  as  renders  it  more 
B4  fuf- 
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fufceptihle  of  inflamrtiatbry  qotoplainta 
than  naturally  it  ought  to  be.  The  mof^ 
remarkable  of  thefe  is,  a„  full,  plethoriq 
habit  of  body,  induce^  either,  by  a  very 
nourifliing  diet,  or  by  want  of  exercife ;  or^ 
perhaps,  by^  iCQj&bir>ation  of  both.  Thefe 
4iford§r§5  ^oa,  are  <)W?rved  to  be  more  fr^-r 
^uent  in  youqg  than  in  old  people,  a^  in 
wea  more  than  in  women.  ^ 

-  §  3.  Of  the  proximate  Caufe  of  Inflammation.    * 

Various  opinions  have  beei^  delivered 
with  refpedt  to  the  proxipate  ^aufe  of  in- 
flamination;  many  of  which,  by  not  having 
mvich  probability  to  fupp^rt  themj^  hav^ 
jaqyer  been  generally  admitted ;  and  others, 
"after  having  prevailed  for  a^tipf^Ci  l^aveat 
laft  too  been  rejeded./        • 

The  dodtrine  on  this  fubjeca,  which  for 
fbmp  years  has  prevailed  in  this  Uniyerfity^ 
^s  It  readily  accounts  for  the.adlipn  bf  th^? 
feveral  exciting  cauifes  oi  Inflammation^ 
for  the  efieds  of  the  diforder^  and  fof 
the  6^er,acion  of  the  medix:ines  eipployed 
jp  th?.  cure,  will  in  Fatt^re't?e  probably 
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confidered  as  explaining  with  moft  clear-* 
nefs  the  proum^te  caufe  of  all  inflamma-t 
tory  affedlions.        .  .     ; 

From  obferying  the  ^\$txcxit  phenomc-? 
n a  which,  occur  in  kift^fnqiation,  aa  inr 
creafed  adioninxhe  veflels  of  the  part  af- 
fe(5led  feems  ia  ,every  cafe  evidently  to  tak^* 
place;  and  as  from  an  iiurreafed  adllon  in 
jhe  arteries  of  (t  part,  all  the  oircumftapc^e^ 
of  inflammatioa  are  eafily  explained,  <  wc 
lire  induced,  therefore,  to  confider  fuch  ^ 
ftate  of  the  yeirel$  as  the  prpxin^ate  caufij 
of  the  diforder* 

This  opini^n>  as  we  h^^ye  jilready  obfer^ 
yedv  is  greatly  fupported  from  a  review  of 
tjiel^everal  exciting  caufes  of  inflammation  j 
which  bein^  ii^^geiieral  of  an  irritating  or 
(iimvilating  nature,  their  application  to  any 
living  or  fenfible  prts  n^uft  of  courfe  be 
always  attended  with  a  preternatural  exer*;  , 
tioa  of  the  veflels  in  fuch.parts.  Thus,  to 
^eafon  from;  analogy,  we  obferve,  that 
4ler.n\itaiorie,3  applied  to  theinternal  mem- 
trane  of  the  ppfe-r-the  aliments  to  the  ftp-* 
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internal  furfeces  of  the  vcflels,  all  ferve 
fts  fo  many  (limulante  to  aiflion  in  thefe 
different  parts  ;  and,  in  the  fame  manner, 
cbfrofive  or  other  irritating  fobftances, 
"vrhen  applied  to  the  coats  of  the  arteries, 
naturally  in  them  produce  the  fame  effedb 
as  in  othef  mulcular  organs. 

We  thus  in  a  Tcry  probable  manner  ac** 
count  for  the  adion  of  all  dired  ftimu- 
lants  in  the  production  of  inflammation. 
It  frequently  happens,  however,  that  in- 
flammation takes  place  when  the  applica- 
tion of  (limulants,  or  irritating  fubftances, 
cannot  in  any  degree  be  fufpe(5led.  In 
fuch  cafes,^  the  increafed  adion  of  the  ar- 
teries, and  of  the  heart  when  it  occurs, 
feems  to  be  fupported  by  a  fpafm  or  con- 
ftridlion  of  the  extreme  veffels,  either  of  a 
iparticutar  part,  or  of  the  general  fyftem. 
And  hence,  from  the  known  tonic  or 
aftringent  power  of  cold,  we  account  for 
the  frequent  occurrence  of  inflammatory 
affe6lions  in  our  cold  feafons  of  winter 
and  fpring;  and  hence,  too,  the  throat 
tod  lungs  arc  more  efpecially  fubjedl  to 
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difotders  attended  with  inflammation,from 
thefe  parts  being  more  particularly  liable 
to  the,  immediate  adion  of  cold. 

Dr  CuUen,  who  confidera  fpafm  as  the 
fole  projcimate  caufe  of  inflammation^ 
when  treating  of  this  fubjcift,  fays,  **  That 
a  fpafm  of  the  eixtreme  veffels  takes  place 
in  inflammation,  i^  preibmed  from  what 
is  at  the  fame  time  the  ftate  of  the  whole 
mrterial  fyftem.  In  all  conflderable  inflam- 
mationS)  though  arifing  in  one  part  only, 
anaflFedion  is  communicated  to  the  whole 
fyftem  j  in  confequence  of  which,  an  in- 
flammation is  readily  produced  in  other 
parts  befides  that  fir  ft  aflTcifled.  This  gene- 
ral aflfedlion  is  well  known  to  phyficiatis, 
tinder  the  name  of  Diathefu  Pblogiftica. 
It  mod  commonly  appears  in  perfons  of 
the  mod  rigid  fibres ;  is  often  manifeflly 
induced  by  the  tonic  or  aftringent  power 
of  cold ;  is  increafed  by  all  tonic  and  (li- 
mulant  powers  applied  to  the  body ;  is  al- 
ways attended  by  a  hardnefs  of  the  pulfe ; 
and  is  mod  eflTe^ually  taken  oflf  by  the 
relaxing  power  of  >}ood-letting.    From 
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thtfe  circumftances,  it  is  probable,  that 
the  diathcfis  phlogiftica  confifts-  in  an  in- 
creafed  tone,  or  contraiSlility^  and  perhaps 
'COntradtton,  of  themufcular  fibres  of  the 
,whole  arterial  fyftem*;'* 

An  increafed  adioh  in  the  veflels  of  a 
ft^rt,  b^ing  admitted  as  the  proximate 
jcauie  of  inflammation^  we  can  pretty  cer-i' 
jrainly  account  for  the  operation  of  the 
feverat  predifpofing  caufes ;.  and  upon  the 
^ame  fuppofition  raiay  be  explained  the 
^different  fymptoms  which*  occur  in  the 
x:purfe  of  the  difocder. 
-  Thus,  the  increafed  adioniof  an  artery^ 
by  forcing  or  propelling  into  tlie  fraaller 
,iet3  of  veflels,  red  globuFes,  anil' other  denfe 
parts  of  the  blood  which  they  cannot  ealily 
"tranfmif,  very  readily  accounts  for  the  redi 
iiefs,  tumor,  tenfion^  and  throbbing  pain; 
which  occur 'in  every  cafeof  phtegraon :  As 
likewife  in  fome  meafure  for  the  augment 
tSitidn  of  heat,  which  increafed  attrition 
friuft  ia  fuch  cafes  always  produce.  It  is 
f)robabIe,  however^  that  4iie^  accumulation 
:/-.  ^    -^'    v:        _/      of 

*    #  Sec  Firft  Line§  of  the  Praaicc  of  Phyfic,  p/§8. 
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of  animal- heat  alone,  which  muft  hecef^ 
farily  arife  from  a  larger  proportion  of- 
blood  being  fent  to  a  part  than  what  na- 
turally it  fliould  receive,  will  have  a  con- 
fiderable  influence.in  the  produdlion  of  art 
increafed  degree  of  heat. 

The  method  of  cure,  as  we  have  alread/ 
bbferved,  tends  al(b  to  confirm  the  general 
dodrine  with  refpeA  to  the  caufe,  Thu^ 
the  moil  efFedual  remedies,  in  almoft  every- 
cafe  of  inflammation,  are  exadlly  fuch  aa 
would  be  recommended  for  the  removal^ 
of  an  increafed  tone  in  any  particular  part^ 
were  we  convinced  that  this  alone  tvks  the 
difeafe, i^/sf.  A  low  diet,  blood-letting,  witb 
other  weakening  evacuations^  together  with" 
emollient  fedative  applications  t  but  this, 
when  we  come  to  fpcak  more  particularly- 
of  the  different  remedies,  wilL  more  fully^ 
appear. 

In  almoft  evef  y  cafe  of  external  inflam- 
tnation,  except,  perhaps,  when  it  is  very 
extenfive,  and  runs  deep,  and  the  different 
fymptom^  are  all  very  violent,  the  prog- 
noflic   {hould  in  general  be  favourable* 

Fori 
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For,  if  refolution,  which  is  the  cafieft 
and  mod  defirable  termination  of  the  dif- 
order,is  not  effedled.  Suppuration  will  moft 
readily  be  the  confcquence ;  and  the  danger 
attending  it  in  that  ftatc,  if  the  conftitution 
is  otherwife  healthy,  is  not  commonly 
very  material. 

When,  however,  the  inflamed  part  is  of 
any  confiderable  extent,  while  the  different 
local  and  general  fymptoms  of  fever  at 
the  fame  time  are  violent,  a  good  deal  of 
danger  is  to  be  dreaded.  For,  independent 
of  the  rifk  to  the  conftitution  from  the 
fever  itfelf,  if  the  fymptoms  continue  high 
for  any  length  of  tinie,  without  fliowing 
fi>me  tendency  either  to  Refolution  or  Sup-^ 
puration^  Gangrene  will  pretty  certainly 
follow;  and  in  what  manner  that  niajr 
terminate^  is  always  uncertain. 
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SECTION     11. 

Of  the  Treatment  of  hflatnmathn  by  Rejb* 
lution. 


5  I.  Refolution  of  inflamed  Tumors  is^  in  fame  in* 
Jiances,  not  to  be  attempted. 

IN  the  treatment  of  phlegmon,  the  prin-, 
cipal  circumftance,  in  general,  to  be 
kept  in  view,  is  its  refolution ;  as  being  by 
much  the  fafeft  and  moil  fpeedy  method 
of  cure.  I  have  faid,  however,  only  ia 
general ;  as  in  fome  particular  cafes  it  is 
otherwife,  and  Refolution  is  by  no  means 
to  be  attempted. 

Thus,  inflammatory  fwellings,  that  oc- 
cur in,  or  fucceed  to,  fevers,  and  other 
internal  diforders,  ought  always  to  be 
brought  to  fuppuration ;  for  nature  in  that 
way  pointing  out  an  exit  for  fome  fuper- 
abundance  of  fluids  exi fling  in  the  fy- 
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ftem,  it  might  probably  be  attended  with 
danger  to  give  her  any  interruption.  It 
is,  indeed,  on  the  x:ontrary>  always  in  fuch 
cafes  the  fafeft  pradlice  to  aflifl  her  as 
much  as  poffible,:  by  the.ufe  of  fuch  ap- 
plications as  will  _moft  readily  bring  the 
fwellings  to  fupp6ration» 

There  are  other  tumors  again,  proceed- 
ing from  an  internal  caufe  tqo,  in  which 
it  is  perhaps  beft  to  do  nothing  at  all,  either 
with  a  view  to  refolve  or  fuppurate,  but 
juft  to  leave  them  entirely  to  nature. 
.  Thus,  in  fwellings  of  an  inflammatory 
kind  which  fometimes  appear  in  fcro-^ 
|)hula,  it  might  be  dangerous  to  make  ufe  o£ 
repellent  applications,  at  the  fame  time  that 
it  is  not  often  advifable  to  promote  their 
fuppuration,  from  their  treatment,  when 
opened  either  by  nature  or  iart,  proving  al- 
ways verytroublefome.  And  liich  fwellings, 
it  is  well  known,  may  remain  for  a  great 
length  of  time,  without  any  fort  of  rilk  to 
the  patient;  fo  that,  in  general,  we  think  it 
moft  prudent  never  to  meddle  with  them. 
.  In  Lues  Venerea  too,  as  we  are  poflefled 

of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


feed.  IL     in/tammaHon  by  Refolution.        33 

bf  almofl:  a  certain  antidote  for  the  difor- 
der ;  and  as  buboes^  and  other  inflammatory 
fwellings  that  occur  in  it,,  are  commonly^ 
when  opened^  exceedingly  troublefome,  and 
Very  difficult  of  ctire ;  it  is  perhaps ^  for  thefe 
reafons,  the  moft  prudent  pradlice  always 
to  attempt;  their  difcuflion:  And  this  more 
efpecially,  as  their  being  brought  to  fup- 
puration,  can  by  no  means  free  the  patient 
from  the  difordejr ;  but  leaves  him,  on  the 
Contrary^  under  as  great  a  neceflity  of  un- 
dergoing a  mercurial  courfe,  as  if  no  eva- 
cuation from  the  tumor  had  taken  place. 

In  cafes  of  Eryfipelas  like  wife,  which  is 
a  /pedes  of  inflammation,  but  which  is 
eafily  diftinguiflied  from  real  phlegmon  by 
the  colour  of  the  inflamed  part  not  being 
bf  fuch  a  bright  red,  but  having  a  mote 
dark  copper-like  appearance ;  and  by  any 
fwelling  that  occurs  in  it,  not  rifing  evi- 
dently into  a  tumor,  but  being  rather  dif- 
fufed,  and  ending  as  it  were  imperceptibly 
upon  the  furrotinding  parts :  in  fuch  cafes, 
it  appears  always  to  be  the  beft  pradice 
to  attempt  their  difcuflion;  as,  when  fwel- 
G  lings 
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lings  of  this  nature  come  to  a  fappuration, 
they  feldom  either  aflFord  good  pus,  or  heal 
kindly  when  opened. 

So  thatj  the  only  cafes  in  which  we 
fhould  not  attempt  the  refolution  of  inflam- 
matory fwellings^  are  fuch^  as  are  either  of 
a  fcrophulous  nature,  or  appear  to  be  evi- 
dently critical  in  fome  difordelrj  and  this, 
v^hether  in  fevers,  or  other  internal  difor- 
ders  of  even  a  chronic  nature.  But  when- 
ever the  exciting  caufe  has  been  of  an  ob- 
vious external  kind,  and  efpecially  when 
the  complaint  is  not  as  yet  far  advanced, 
we  may  then  always  proceed  with  fafety 
and  freedom  in  what  is  termed  the  Repel- 
ling Method* 

§  2.  Q/*  the  Remedies  to  be  employed  for  the  Re^ 
folution  of  an  inflamed  Part. 

In  cafes  of  incipient  phlegmon,  when 
the  fymptoms  are  not  fo  violent  as  to  have 
aflfeded  the  general  fyftem,  topical  reme- 
dies merely,  with  a  due  attention  to  regi- 
men, often  anfwer  in  diflblving  them.  But 
when,  on  the  contrary)  the  inflammation 
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runs  high,  with  general  fymptoms  of  fever^ 
it  then  becomes  neceflary  at  the  fame  time 
to  pay  attention  to  thefe* 

In  every  cafe  of  phlegmon,  it  has  been 
the  prevailing  pradlice  to  have  recourfe  to 
warm  fomentations  and  cataplafms:  but, 
as  warm  emolUeat  applications  of  all  kinds 
have  the  moft  powerful  influence  in  pro* 
moting  fuppuration,  as  will  hereafter  be 
more  particularly  taken  notice  of,  and  as  is 
allowed  indeed  by  every  pradlitioner^  the 
ufe  of  fuch  remedies^  while  the  refolution 
of  fwellings  is  pradUqable,  mud  therefore, 
it  is  evident,  be  attended  with  much  im- 
propriety. 

The  firft  circumftahce  to  be  attended 
to,  in  every  cafe  of  phlegmon,  when  refb- 
lution  of  the  tumor  is  to  be  attempted,  is 
die  removal  of  all  fuch  exciting  ^aufes  of 
the  diforder  as  may  happen  to  prefenc 
themfelves:  Such  as,  extraneous  bodies 
in  wounds ;  pieces  of  fradlured  bones ; 
luxations;  and,  in  (hort,  whatever  may 
appear  to  have  had  the  lead  influence  ia 
keeping  up  the  inflammation. 
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Of  the  various  applications,  nfually  etn- 
jdoyed  for^an  i^flatned  part,  thofe  of  % 
fedative  nature  are  chiefly  to  be  depended 
on;  and  next  to  thcfe,  emollients. 

Of  the  former  kind,  may  be  confidered 
all  the  difierent  preparations  of  lead  diflbl- 
ved  in  vinegar;  and  it  is  prefumed  toa^ 
that  the  vegetable  afcid,  by  itfclf,  adts  ia 
the  fame  manner* 

*  As' emollients,  aW  the  bland  exprefTed 
oils  are  often  ufed  with  advantage;  as  alfa 
ointments  of  a  foft  confidence  made  wrtb 
any  of  thefe  and  pure  v^^axv 

§  3.  Remarks  on  the  Preparations  of  Lead^  and 
other  fedative  Applications. 

It  is  6ot,  in  any  part  of  this  differtatio% 
propofed  to  enter  into,  minute  difcuffions 
on  the  modus  operandi  of  fuch  medicines  aa 
are  recommended ;  as  that  would  not  only 
extend  the  length  of  it  much  farther  than 
is  intended,  but  to  many  would  probably 
appear  to  be  very  fuperfluous.  It  may  not^ 
however,  in  fome  circumftances,  be  impro- 
per, to  deviate  fo  far  from  the  general  plan^ 
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as  to  render  as  obvious  as  poffible,  the  pro- 
priety of  what  at  any  time  may  be  advan-- 
-ced :  for  mere  praftical  aflertions,  unfup^ 
ported  by  ibme  foundation  in  reafon,  can 
never,  it  is  imagined,  prove  either  fo  ufeful 
.€r  fo  agreeable  as  they  might  otherwife  be* 

With  r^fpe<fl  to  the  ufe  of  fedative  ap- 
plications in  cafes  of  external  inflamma- 
tion, it  is  not  by  any  means  intended  to 
recommend,  univerfaHy,  the  whole  clafs 
of  medicines  which  in  different  circum-^ 
ftances  are  found  to  be  of  this  nature. 
Thus  opium,  though  one  of  the  moft 
powerful  of  all  fedsreives,  yet,  as  its  exter- 
nal application  to  the  human  body  is  al« 
ways  attended  with  dfome  degree  of  irrita- 
tion, however  ufeful  it  may  at  times  have 
been  found  in  fome  particular  fpecies  of 
inflammatory  aflfedlions,  it  will  never  pro- 
bably, as  an  external  application,  become 
of  general  ufe  in  fuch  diforders. 

Warm    emollient    fomentations,     too^ 

though  they  no  doubt  are  very  powerful 

iedatives,  as  tending,  from  their  nature^ 

mcure  efledually  to  remove  tenflon  and 
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pain,  than  perhaps  any  other  remedy  with 
which  we  are  acquainted ;  yet,  from  a  great 
deal  of  experience  of  their  effedls,  in  dif- 
ferent local  inflammations,  1  have  long 
been  convinced,  that  when  the  refolutioa 
of  inflamed  tumors  is  widied  for,  fuch 
applications  are  always  very  improper:  As 
they  conftantly  either  tend  to  bring  fweU-» 
ings  of  this  nature  to  fuppuration,  that 
might  otherwife  have  probably  been  <lif- 
cuffed ;  or,  when  not  attended  with  this 
effed,  they  very  commonly  induce  fuch  a 
relaxed  (late  of  the  parts,  as  renders  the 
thorough  removal  of  the  diforder  alwaya 
exceedingly  tedious. 

Upon  a  proper  examination  of  all  the 
different  articles  faid  to  be  of  a  fedative 
nature,  fimilar  exceptions  to  their  ufe  in 
every  cafe  of  phlegmon  might  perhaps  be 
made  to  the  greateft  part  of  them. 

So  far,  however,  as  my  experience  goes, 
together  with  that  of  many  others  of  this 
country,  as  well  as  of  Mi"  Goulard  and 
other  French  pradlitioners,  no  fuch  reafona 
feaye  occurred  agaioft  the  ufe  of  lc»d  and 
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its  preparation  in  fuch  cafes.  On  the 
contrary,  indeed,  it  may  be  certainly  af*- 
firmed,  that,  as  difcuticnts  in  inflamed 
tumors,  they  prove  more  ferviceable  by 
much  tljian  any  other  application  in  ordi<>* 
nary  ufe. 

And  although  Mr  Goulard,  in  extolling 
a  favourite  remedy,  has  been  induced  to 
ajflfert  its  effedl^  to  be  more  general  and 
more  confiderable  than  they  probably  vi^ill 
ever  be  fpund  to  be;  yet  dill  the  world  is 
much  indebted  to  him :  not,  however,  for 
a  nc'w  medicinci  as  every  preparation  of 
lead,  recommended  by  him>  was  formerly, 
in  fome  form  or  other,  known  to  every 
praftitioner  \  but  for  introducing,  to  a  more 
general  ufe,  a  very  effeiflual  remedy  for  the 
difcuflion  of  inflammatory  fwellings. 

With  refpedt  to  the  preparations  of  lead 
being  here  faid  to  be  of  a  fedative  nature, 
the  term,  it  is  imagined,  is  far  from  being 
improperly  employed ;  not  only  from 
many  of  the  more  ftriking  cflfeiSls  of  lead^ 
when  taken  internally,  being  all  evidently 
of  a  fedative  tendency,  but  from  its  im- 
C  4  mediate 
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mediate  and  obvious  operation  when  ap^ 
plied  externally  to  an  inflamed  part :  Which 
when  the  preparation  is  of  a  proper  ftrength, 
18  almoft  conftantly  an  abatement  of  the 
different  fymptoms  of  pain  and  tenfion, 
at  the  fame  time  that  there  is  communi-f 
cated  an  agreeable  Toothing  fenfation  to  the 
part, 

Having  likewife,  to  a  certain  degree,  in 
particular  circumftances,  obferved  the  fame 
effedls  from  the  vegetable  acid,  it  could 
not,  it  was  fuppofed,  be  fo  properly  taken 
notice  of  under  any  other  head. 

Mr  Goulard,  in  his  difTertation  upon  the 
external  ufe  of  the  preparations  of  lead, 
recommends  them  as  almoft  equally  proper 
in  every  ftage  of  inflammation.  Even  whe^ 
tumors  have  come  to  a  full  fuppuration, 
a  proper  ufe,  he  fays,  of  his  ExtraSium  Sa-- 
turnip  not  by  its  repelling  quality,  for  he 
will  not  allow  it  to  be  poffeffed  of  fuch, 
but  by  its  occafioning  an  exfudation  of  the 
contained  matter,  renders  it  almoft  alway$ 
unneceffary  to  open  them. 

Jhp  fame  remedy  is  likewife  mentioned 
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by  him  as  a  proper  application  in  every  ^ 
cafe  of  gangrene.  From  my  own  experif 
cnce,  however,  of  the  preparations  of  lead, 
I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  recommend  them 
in  either  of  thefe  cafes.  I  have  indeed 
made  trial  of  them  in  gangrenous  cafes, 
but  without  any  evident  effeds  being  pro- 
duced by  them  J  and,  however  ftrongly 
they  may  be  recommended  by  Mr  Gou- 
lard, in  the  cure  of  abfcefles  or  colledions 
of  completely  formed  pus,  I  muft  own, 
that,  in  this  ftate  of  the  diforder,  I  never 
thought  of  employing  them.  So  that  it  is 
in  the  real  inflammatory  ftate  of  the  com- 
plaint only,  and  while  a  cure  by  difcufCon 
may  ftill  be  expefted,  that  fuch  applica- 
tions are  here  meant  to  be  advifed. 

From  the  known  deleterious  eflfeds  of 
lead  when  taken  into  the  fyftem,  an  ob- 
jeftion  has,  by  fome  authors,  been  raifed 
againft  a  free  ufe  of  the  preparations  of  it, 
even  when  externally  applied. 

That  lead,  in  different  forms,  has,  upon 
being  taken  into  the  conftitution,  fre-? 
(jucntly  proved  poifonous,  there  is  no  rea-^ 
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fon  to.4oubt;  and  thfit*  xn  fame  particular 
inftances,  difagreeable  fymptoms  have  oc- 
curred, where  fom?  of  the  preparations  of 
lead  have  been  externally  ufed,  is  alfo 
pretty  certain*  That  fuch  bad  fymptom$, 
however,  if  they  were  not  merely  acci- 
dental from  foroe  other  caufe,  are,  at  lead 
in  general,  very  rare  effe<Sla  of  the  remedy 
in  queftion,  I  can  venture,  I  think,  cer- 
tainly to  affirm.  For  in  all  the  experience 
I  have  had  of  the  e:iiternal  application  of 
lead  and  its  preparations,  and  in  many 
cafes,  particularly  of  burns,  1  have  known 
the  greateft  part  of  the  whole  furface  of 
the  body  covered  with  them  for  days,  nay, 
even  for  weeks  together,  I  do  not  recolledl 
a  fingle  inflance  of  any  difagreeahle  fymp- 
tom  being  ever  produced  by  them. 

Of  all  the  preparations  of  lead  for  ex- 
ternal ufe,  Saccbarum  Satumi  is  perhaps 
equal,  if  not  fuperior,  to  any,  as  it  has  all 
the  advantages  of  the  others,  with  this 
difference,  that,  in  it,  we  are  much  more 
certain  of  the  exadl  ftrength  of  our  prepa- 
ration, than  we  can  ever  be  with  any  other. 

For 
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For  akhovgfe  in  the  E^trmt  de  Saturn  of 
Goubr4,  ^9  Ukfwifc  in  the  4cetum  Lytbar-^ 
girit^^  of  our  Difpeqfatories,  which  are 
both,  it  may  be  obferv^d,  very  nearly  the 
fame,  we  may  be  very  certain  of  the  quan- 
tity of  lead  employed  to  the  vinegar ;  yet 
we  can  never,  but  by  cryftallifatiQn,  know 
exa^ly,  or  even  nearly,  how  much  of  the 
former  the  menftruum  may  have  diflblvedi 
aa  that  muft  depend  upon  a  variety  of  aq^ 
cidenta,  and  particularly  on  the  ftrength 
of  the  acid,  and  exa^  degree  of  heat  em* 
ployed ;  which  are  cifcnmftances  we  have 
not  always  in  our  power  exa^ly  to  regu"" 
late.  For  thefe  reafons,  therefore,  the  fak, 
or  fugar  of  lead  as  it  isi  called,  ihould>  for 
external  ufe,  be  always  preferred. 

The  beft  mode  of  applying  the  remedy 
feems  to  be  in  the  form  of  a  watery  folu-^ 
tion ;  for  the  preparation  of  which,  the 
following  proportions  are,  in  general,  found 
to  anfwer : 
^,  Sacchar.  faturn.  une.  fa. 

Solve  in  acet.  pur.  unc.  iy. 

l^t  adde  aq.  fontan.  deftillat.  lb.  it. 

The 
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The  addition  of  vinegar  renders  the  fo- 
lution  much  more  complete  than  it  other- 
wife  would  be;  and  without  it,  indeed, 
when  fuch  a  large  proportion  of  the  lead  is 
ufed,  a  confiderable  part  of  it  commonly 
feparates  and  falls  to  the  bottom. 

This  is  the  form  which  I  commonly 
employ  for  the  ufe  of  this  remedy;  but  as 
Goulard's  extra<5l  and  water  are  preferred 
by  many,  I  think  it  right  to  mention  bis 
method  of  preparing  them.— The  extract 
is  prepared  as  follows. 

To  each  quart,  containing  thiry-two 
ounces,  of  French  wine*  vinegar,  add  one 
pound  of  litharge  of  gold.  Put  them  into 
a  glazed  earthen  vefTel,  and  let  them  fim« 
mer  for  an  hour,  or  an  hour  and  a  quarter, 
upon  a  gentle  fire,  taking  care  to  ftir  them 
during  the  ebullition  with  a  wooden  fpa- 
tula :  The  veflel  is  now  to  be  removed 
from  the  fire ;  and  the  faeces  being  allowed 
to  fubfide,  the  liquor  upon  the  top  muft 
be  poured  into  bottles  for  ufe. 

The  water  ufed  by  Mr  Goulard,  which 
be  terms  the  VegetO'tnineral  water^  is  pre- 
pared 
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pared  by  adding  two  tea-fpoonftils,  which 
he  fpecifies  to  be  one  hundred  drops,  of 
this  extra<fl,  to  a  quart  of  water,  and  four 
tea-fpoonfuls  of  brandy.  The  quantity  of 
the  cxtradt  and  brandy  to  be  diminifhed 
or  increafed  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
diforder,  or  degree  of  fenfibiUty  in  the  part 
a&aed. 

In  making  ufe  of  either  of  thefe  folutions 
in  cafes  of  inflammation,  as  it  is  of  confe- 
quence  to  have  the  parts  aflfedted  kept  con- 
•  ftantly  naoift,  >  cataplafms  prepared  with 
them  and  crumb  of  bread,  in  general  anfwer 
that  intention  exceedingly  well.  But,  when 
the  inflamed  part  is  fo  tender  and  painful  as 
not  eafily  to  bear  the  weight  of  a  poultice, 
a  circumftance  by  no  means  uncommon, 
pieces  of  foft  linen,  moiftened  with  the  fo* 
lution,  anfwer  the  purpofe  tolerably  well : 
Although,  when  this  obje<ftion  to  the  ufe 
of  cataplafms  does  not  occur,  as  they  retain 
the  moiflure  longer,  they  Ihould  always 
be  preferred.  Thefe  applications  fliould 
be  always  made  when  cold,  or  at  lead 
with  no  greater  warmth  than  is  merely 
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neceflkry  for  preventing  paiti  or  ttrteifineft 
to  the  patient  5  they  fhould  be  kept  almoft 
conftatitly  at  the  pdrt»  and  renewed  always 
before  turning  ftiflPor  hard. 

Among  the  remediei^  recommended  for 
externd  xxCt  in  cafeg  of  inflammation^  we 
mentioned  EmolUence.  Thefe^  when  the 
tkniion  and  irritation  on  the  (kin  are  con«- 
fiderable,  prove  often  very  ferviceable:  the 
partd  affededi  being,  in  this  (late  of  the 
diforder,  gently  rubbed  over  with  any  of 
the  mild  e^prefled  oils  two  or  three  times 
a^day,  the  tenfion,  irritation,  and  pain,  are 
thereby  much  relieved,  and  the  difcuffion 
of  the  tumor  thereby  greatly  promdted. 

In  every  cafe  of  inflammation,  indeed, 
emollient  appIie:ations  would  afibrd  fome 
relief.  But  as  the  preparations  of  lead  al- 
ready recommended,  prove,  in  all  fuch 
diforders,  ftill  more  advantageous ;  and  as 
unguents  of  every  kind  tend  confiderably 
to  blunt  the  adion  of  lead  j  thefe  two  fets 
of  remedies  ihould  as  feldom  as  poflible 
be  allowed  to  interfere  with  one  another: 
And  emollients  fhould,  accordingly,  never 
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be  prefcribed  but  when  the  circumftances 
already  mentioned,  of  irritation,  tenfion^ 
and  pain,  are  fo  confiderable  as  to  render 
their  application  altogether  neceflary. 

Undluous  fubftances  have  likewife  beett 
condemned  in  cafes  of  this  nature,  but  upon 
a  different  principle ;  viz.  from  th6if  tend- 
ing to  ftop  the  pores,  and  cpnfequetotly  to 
obftrudl  the  perfpiration  of  thofe  parts  to 
which  they  are  applied*  It  is  not,  hoW'i- 
ever,  probable,  that  iil  this  way  they  could 
prove  very  hurtful  in  preventing  the  re^ 
folution  of  inflammation;  which  mud: 
always,  it  is  imagined,  be  effected  in  a 
very  difierent  manner  than  by  perfpira- 
tion. 

When  thfe  part  affetSlfed  with  inflamma- 
tion is  not  very  tender^  or  when  it  lies 
deep,  applications  of  the  Vegetable  acid 
are  often  had  recourfe  to  With  confiderable 
advantage ;  and  the  moft  eSe6lual  form  o£ 
ufing  it  feem«  to  be  by  way  of  cataplafm, 
taade  with  the  ftrongeft  vinegar  and  crumb 
of  bread.  In  fuch  cafes,  too,  I  have  fome- 
times  thought,  that  an  alternate  ufe  of  this 
2  remedy, 
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i-eraedy,  with  the  faturnine  folution  al- 
ready recommended^  has  produced  vaovt 
beneficial  eflPeiSls,  than  are  commonly  ob- 
ferved  from  a  continued  courfe  of  any  onci 
of  them. 

At  the  fame  time  that  thefe  applications 
are  continued,  bleeding  with  leeche^^  or 
cupping  and  fcarifying  as  near  as  poffible 
to  the  part  aflFedled,  proves  generally  very 
Aifeful,  and  in  no  cafe  of  local  inflamma- 
tion fliould  ever  be  omitted.  In  all  fuch 
cafes^  the  whole  body,  but  more  cfpecially 
the  difeafed  part,  (hould  be  preferved  as 
firee  as  poflible  from  every  kind  of  motion  j 
and,  for  the  fame  reafon,  the  neceflity  of 
a  low  cooling  diet  in  every  inflammatory 
difordef^  appears  very  obvious,  as  does 
alfo  a  total  [abftinence  from  fpirituous  and 
fermented  liquors^ 

Inflight  cafes  df  inflammation,  a  due  p6f-^ 
fever^nce  in  the  feveral  remedies  we  havd 
mentioned,  will,  in  general,  be  found  fuffi- 
cient  for  every  purpofe.  But,  when  therei» 
is  likewife  a  full,  hard,  or  quick  pulfe,  with 
other  fymptoms  of  fever^  general  blood- 

lettin^^ 
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letting  becomes  then  always  necefTary ;  the 
quantity  of  blood  taken  away  being  al- 
ways to  be  determined  by  the  violence  of 
the  diforder,  and  by  the  age  and  ftrength 
of  the  patient.  The  ufe  of  gentle  laxatives, 
too,  together  with  cooling  diaphoretic  me- 
dicines, are  always  attended  with  very  good 
cffeds. 

Thefe  evacuations  being  premifed,  the 
next  objedl  of  importance  is  to  procure 
eafe  and  quietnefs  to  the  jiatient ;  which 
is  often,  in  cafes  of  inflammation,  of 
more  real  ffervice  than  any  other  circum- 
ftance  whatever.  The  moft  efFedual  re- 
medy for  this  purpofe  is  opium ;  which, 
when  pain  and  irritation  are  confiderable, 
as  in  extenfive  inflammatiom  very  fre- 
quently happens,  fhould  never  be  omitted, 
la  large  wounds,  efpecially  after  amputa- 
tions and  other  capital  operations;  in  puhc* 
tures  of  all  kinds  too ;  large  dofes  of  opium 
are  always  attended  with  remarkably  good 
eflfeds.  In  all  fuch  cafes,  however,  opium, 
in  order  to  have  i,  proper  influence,  fliould^ 
as  we  have  obferved,  be  adminiftered  in 
D  very 
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yery  large  dofes;  otherwlfe,  inftead  of  pro-r 
\ing  ferviceable,  it  feerps  rather  to  have  the 
contrary  effecft ;  ^  circumft^nce  which  is, 
perhaps,  the  chief  reafon  why  opiates  in 
general  have  been  very  unjuflly  condemn- 
ed in  every  cafe  of  inflarxim^tion. 

By  a  proper  attention  to  th?  different 
circumftances  we  have  mentioned,  in  the 
f  ourfe  of  three  or  four  days,  and  fonjetimes 
jn  a  Ihorter  fpace  of  time,  the  r?folution  of 

.  the  tumor  will  ii>  general  begiji  to  take 
place ;  at  lead  before  the  end  of  this  period^ 
it  may  for  the  moft  part  be  l^nown  how  the 
diforder  is  to  ter^iinate.  If  the  heat,  pain, 
and  other  attending  fymptoms,  abate ;  and 
efpecially  if  the  tvimor  begin,s  to  decreafe, 
without  the  occurrence  of  any  gangrenous 
appearances ;  we  may  then  be  almofl  cer- 
tain, that,  by  a  continuance  of  the  fame 
plan,  a  total  refplution  will  in  time  be  ef- 
fedled. 

But,  on  the  cpntra^-y,  if  all  th^  difie* 
fent  fymptoms  rather  increafe;  anci  efpe- 

•  pially,  as  was  formerly  remarked,  if  the 
;umor  turns  larger,  and  fomewhat  fofr, 
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"mixJa  an  increafe  of  throbbing  pain;  we 
may  then  with  tolerable  certainty  conclude 
that  fuppuration  will  take  place :  And 
^ihould,  therefore,  immediately  deiift  fropi 
sfuch  applications  as  were  judged  proper 
while  a  cure,  was  thought  pracflicable  by 
>Tefolution;  and  endeavour  to  afTift  nature, 
as  much  as  poffible,  in  the  formation  df 
pus,  or  wb^t  is  cdllcd  msturaiion  of  thie 
tumon 

For^this  reaTon,Hn  every  cafe  bf  mflam*- 
mation,  the  different  evacuations,  efpe- 
cially  blood-letting,  which  may  have 
•been  advisable  while  we  were  attempt- 
ing to  remove  the  fwelling  by  difcuf- 
ifion,  fhould  never  be  carried  a  greatet 
length  than  may  be  merely  nec^flTary  for 
moderating  the  feveral  febrile  fymptpms. 
For,  by  reducing  the  fyftem  too  much,  ff 
a  fiippuration  afterwards  takes  place,  its 
progrcfs  in  that  cafe  becomes  always  much 
more  flow  and  uncertain  than  it  would 
have  been  had  a  due  attention  been  paid 
to  thefe  evacuations ;  nor  will  the  patient 
)be  afterwards  fo  able  to  bear,  efpecially  if 
D2  k 
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it  is  confiderable,  the  difcharge  that  mu(| 
rieceffarily  cnfue  from  opening  the  ab- 
fcefs* 

Although  it  was  remarked  above,  that 
if,  in  general,  in  the  courfe  of  three  or 
four  days,  there  do  not  foroe  appearances 
of  refolution  occur,  fuppuration  will  moft 
probably  take  place;  and  that,  confer 
quently,  a  change  of  treatment  becomes 
necejQTary  :  yet  this,  ifc  muft  be  obferved,  is 
only  to  be  taken  in  a  limited  fenfe.  For 
the  time  of  defifting  from  one  mode  of 
treatment  and  commencing  the  other,  mufl; 
^1  way«  depend  very  much  on  the  feat  of  the 
inflammation;  fuqh  diforders  being  in 
fome  parts  much  more  apt  to  terminate  ia 
ft  fpeedy  fuppuration  than  in  others. 

Thus,  in  the  cellular  membrane,  as  well 
jis  in  every  foft  part,  inflammatory  tumors 
pf  all  kind«  terminate  mucli  more  readily 
^nd  quickly  than  when  any  of  the  tough 
membranous  parts  are  affedled.  Hence,  in 
the  coat3  of  the  eye  and  of  the  tefticles,  very 
violent  inflammations  often  continue  for 
inapy  days,  iiay,  even  for  weeks,  without 
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feither  abating  in  the  fympcoms,  or  ending 
in  fuppuration.  In  fuch  cafes,  therefore^ 
that  go  on  even  to  a  very  confiderabl*  length, 
We  need  not  be  afraid  of  continuing  the 
difcutient  applications  for  a  much  longet 
time  than  what,  in  general^  would  other- 
wife  be  proper ;  and  fhould  never  be  de- 
terred from  ufing  them,  nnlefs  either  an 
.evident  fuppuration  has  taken  place,  or 
there  appears  from  the  violence  of  the 
ffrmptoms  a  confiderablefifkj  either  of  gan-* 
grene,  or  of  fome  incurable  obftruiSlion  : 
In  which  event,  we  muft  no  doubt  always 
endeavour  to  promote  the  fuppuration  of 
the  tumor* 
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(y  S  u  p  p  u  R  A  T  I  o  N. 

§  r.  General  Remarks  on  Suppuration. 

BY  the  term  Shppuration^  in  general,  is^ 
underftood,  thftt  procefs,  by  which- 
the  concents  of  ttimors  and  ulcers  are  con-^ 
verted  into  a  whkiflij  thick^  opaque,  fome-^ 
what  fetid  matter,  termed  Pus.  This^  by' 
many,  has  been  fuppofed  to  be  efFedled  by 
a  natural  exertion  of  the  fyftem ;  but  art 
•undoubtedly  can^  iti  ail  fuch  cafe8,^fford  a^ 
great  deal  of  afliftance.  Before  going  on, 
however,  to  confider  the  treatment  necef- 
fary  for  this  purpofe,.  it  will  not  be  im-» 
proper  to  premife  an  examination  of  the 
different  opinions  that  have  been  ofFered 
with  refpe£t  to  fuppuration ;  and  this  the 
xhore  efpecially,  as  it  will  tend*  to  elucidate 
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ttiany  of  the .  obfervations  that  will  afceii*- 
IVards  occar. 

§  2.  Of  the  Formation  of  Pus. 

By  many  authors,  Piis  has  been  imagi- 
ned to  confift  in  a  diflblution  of  the  blood- 
Veflels,  nerves,  mufcles,  and  other  folids^ 
in  the  fluids  of  the  parts  in  which  inflam-^ 
matory  tumors  occur. 

This  is  the  opinion  of  Boefhaave*,  Plat-* 
herf,  and  many  others. 

Others,  again,  have  fuppofed  jpurulent 
matter  to  be  fx)rmed  iti  the  blood;  and 
that  it  is  fecreted,  in  its  complete  (late,  in-* 
to  Abfcefles,  Wodrlds,  and  Ulcers. 

The  fii*ft  of  thefe  dpinions  feems  fuffi- 
ciently  confuted  from  this  confideration^ 
that  very  extenfive  wounds  and  ulcersxon- 
tinue  often  for  a  great  length  of  time^ 
without  being  attended  with  any  lofs  of* 
fubftande ;  which  they  neceflarily  always . 
Would  be,  if  the  feveral  difcharges  afforded 
by  them  wjste  found  to  confift  in  a  dilTolu* 
D  4  tidrt 
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tion  of  the  folids  cf  the  parts  in  which 
they  are  fituated.  Iffues,  too,  afford  in- 
ftances  of  the  fame  kind ;  by  their  yield- 
ing, for  a  number  of  years,  even  a  daily 
difcharge  of  pus,  without  producing  any 
evident  alteration  whatever  in  the  ftate  of 
the  folids. 

The  other,  opinion  has  probably  arifeil 
from  abfceffes  being  fomecimes  obferved 
to  form  fuddenly,  and  wichout  any  evident 
previous  inflammation;  fo  that  the  matter 
.  contained  in  them  has  been  fuppofed  to  be 
at  onee  depofited  from  the  blood  in  a  ftate 
completely  purulent. 

PreviouSi  however,  to  the  formation  of 
pus  in  any  part,  if  due  attention  was  given, 
fome  degree  of  inflammation,  it  is  probable, 
would  be  always  obferved.  But  as  inflam- 
mation, in  many  cafes,  occurs  in  only  a 
very  flight  degree,  and  without  being  at- 
tended with  much  pain,  it  may  often, 
very  readily,  have  proceeded  to  the  ftate  of 
fuppuration,  without  being  fooper  obfer- 
ved by  the  patient;  and  this  we  know, 
in  internal  abfcefles  efpecially,  is  not  un- 
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frequently  the  cafe*  We  are  told,  indeedg 
of  very  quick  tranflations  of  matter  from 
one  part  of  the  body  to  another :  but  if 
fuch  inftances  do  ever  occur  without  the  in- 
tervention of  inflammation,  a  circumftance, 
however,  much  to  be  doubted;  yet,  ftill, 
it  is  no  material  objedlion  to  our  argu- 
ment, as  fuch  cafes  can  never  be  coniider* 
cd  in  any  other  light,  than  2i^  particular^ 
aad  very  unufual^  exertions  of  the  fyftem* 

It  may  be  remarked  alfo,  that;  if  puru- 
lent matter  frequently  exifted  in  the  blood, 
as  it  undoubtedly  would  do  if  the  opinion 
now  under  confideration  was  well  found- 
ed; in  fome  cafes,  at  lead,  it  would  fure* 
ly  have  been  liable  to  detedlion :  but  no 
matter  of  this  kind  has,  it  is  imagined^ 
ever  yet  been  difcovered  in  it.  Such  pus, 
too,  as  is  found  in  wounds  and  ulcers, 
would  not  at  firfl:  appear  thin  and  ferous,. 
as  it  always  does,  if  depofitc;d  completely 
formed  from  the  blood* 

The  moft  probable  opinion  hitherto  ad- 
vanced with  refpecfl  to  the  formation  of 
pus,  is,  that  it  is  a  change  produced  by 
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a  certain  degree  of  fermentatidn,  upon  thd 
ferous  part  of  the  blood,  after  its  fecretioil 
into  the  cavities  of  ulcers  and  abfceflfes  J 
and  this  in  confequence  either  of  the  na- 
tural heat  of  the  part,  or  of  heat  artificial- 
ly applied. 

That  it  is  the  ferilm  only  of  bloody 
which  is  proper  for  the  formation  of  pus< 
and  that  it  is  produced  by  the  application 
of  a  certain  degree  of  heat,  was  firft  ren- 
dered very  probable  by  an  experiment  te* 
lated  by  Sir  John  Pringle  in  the  appendix  to 
his  treacife  on  the  difeafes  of  the  army*;  and 
it  was  afterwards  fully  confirmed  by  feveral 
others  of  the  fame  nature  madeby  Mr  Gaber, 
and  related  by  him  at  full  length  id  thef 
fecond  volume  of  the  ASfa  Taurinenjia. 

Sir  John  Pringle  found,  that  pure  fe- 
rum,  kept  for  fome  days  in  a  furnace  re-- 
gulated  to  the  human  heat,  after  becoming 
turbid,  dropped  a  white  purulent  fedi- 
ment.  The  crafTamentum  of  blood,  in  the 
fame  fpace  of  time  and  degree  of  heat^ 
changed  from  a  deep  crimfon  to  a  dark 

livid 
•  Experiment  xlr- 
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livid  colodf ;  fo  that,  when  any  part  of  ic 
was  mixed  with  water,  it  appeared  of  a 
fawny  hue.  Serum,  digefted  with  a  few^ 
red  globules,  and  in  the  fame  circumftan- 
c^,  was  of  the  fame  colour. 

Mr  Gaber's  experiments,  as  we  have  al- 
ready remarked,  all  tend  to-  elucidate  and 
corroborate  the  &Lme  opinion,  namely.  That 
pure  unmixed  pus  is  formed  only  from  fe- 
ram.  The  additionofred  globules  to  ferum^ 
afid  craf&mentum  digefted  by  itfelf,  exhi- 
bited much  the  fame  appearances  as  thofe 
quoted  above  from  Sir  John  Pringle*.  Fat, 
which  is  thought  by  many  to*  be  a  princi- 
pal ingredient  in  the  compofition  of  pus, 
was  found  by  Mr  Gaber,  when  expofed 
to  the  above-mentioned  trial,  to  exhibit  no 
appearances  of  that  matter  j  nor  were  any 
of  theflefliy  parts^  when  digefted  either  with 
ferum  or  water,  convertible  into  it. 

From  all  which,  it  may  be  concluded, 
that  the  addition  of  any  of  thefe  articles^ 
tO'  ferum,  inftead  of  rendering  it  capable 
<}f  producing  good  pus,  has  always  the 

▼ery 
*  V^  Aft.  Taiwin.  voL  ii*^  p^  87^ 
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very  contrary  eflfed ;  and  that  it  is  jiure 
ferum  alone  from  which  that  matter  can 
be  obtained. 

It  may  here  he  remarked,  once  for  all| 
that  what  is  meant  by  pure  /eruniy  is  not 
that  finer  halitus,  which,  in  a  healthy 
{late  of  the  body,  is  conftantly  fecrcjting 
into  the  different  cavities,  merely  for  the 
purpofe  of  lubricating  and  keeping  them 
moid,  iand  which  is  again  generally  ab- 
forbed ;  but  it  is  a  ferous  fluid,  of  the  fame 
nature  with  that  whiqh  feparates  fponta- 
neoufly  from  blood,  upon  that  fluid  be- 
ing allowed  to  remain  at  reft  when  dif- 
charged  either  from  an  artery  or  a  vein  j 
And  in  which,  though  there  is  never  fup- 
pofed  to  be  any  mixture  of  red  globules^ 
yet  there  is  certainly  always  more  or  lefs  of 
the  coagulable  lymph ;  fome  proportion 
of  which  feenjs  abfolutely  neceflary  for  fe- 
rum to  be  pofleffed  of,  to  render  it  capable 
of  producing  pus 4 

The  feveral  eflTeds  we  have  already  men- 
tioned as  being  produced  by  digeftion  upon 
ferum  out  of  the  body,  will  very  readily 

occur^ 
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occur,  it  18  prefumed,  on  the  fame  caufes 
being  applied  to  it  when  colledled  in  the 
cavities  of  twicers  and  abfcefles ;  and,  from 
the  refult  of  the  different  experiments  al- 
luded to,  it  is  probable,  that,  according  as 
it  is  there  depofited  more  or  lefs  free  from 
mixtures  of  fat,  red  globules,  and  other 
fubftances,  it  will  yield  pus  of  a  more  pure 
or  vitiated  nature. 

This  account  of  the  formation  of  pus 
is  the  mod  fatisfadory,  it  is  conceived,  df 
any  that  has  as  yet  been  given  ;  and  this 
more  efpecially,  as  it  renders  evident,  ^ 
will  afterwards  appear,  the  operation  of 
all  the  remedies  commonly  found  moft 
effedual  in  promoting  fuppuration. 

S  3.  Oftb^  neceffhry  Remedies  for  promoting  Sup^ 
puration. 

When,  for  the  reafons  we  have  already 
enumerated,  it  is  judged  moft  proper  to  ufe 
means  for  promoting  the  fuppuration  of  afa 
inflamed  part,  then  all  the  remedies  v^e 
have  been  recommending  with  a  view  to 
T?fQlutiQn,muft  immediately  be  laid  afide. 

No 
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No  farther  evacuations,  as  was  obferved, 
are  to  be  admitted ;  and  if  the  patient  has 
been  much  weakened,  a  full  allowance  in 
point  of  diet,  and  even  a  proportion  of 
wine,  may  probably  be  neceflary. 

For  although  a  very  violent  degree  of 
inflammation  proves  always  unfavourable 
to  fuppuration,by  promoting  the  progrels 
of  Gangrene,  as  will  afterwards  be  taken 
^notice  of;  or  as  tending  to  propel  into  the 
cellular  membrane,  which  in  general  is  the 
feat  of  abfcefles,  a  quantity  of  red  globules, 
together  with  the  ferum  of  the  blood, 
which  alone  ought  to  be  extravafated  for 
the  formation  of  good  pus;  yet,  in  order  tp 
have  a  due  quantity  of  ferum  fecreted  for 
the,purpofe  of  fuppuration,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  have  its  fermentation  proper- 
ly carried  on,  the  different  inflammatory 
fymptoms  muft  never  be  allowed  to  fiibfide 
fuddenly  ;  otherwife  an  abfcefs  containing 
Tery  ill-digefted  matter,  as  it  is  termed, 
will  mod  probably  be  produced. 

Thus  we  find  in  fmalU  pox,  which  are  fo 
laiany  fmall  phlegmafias,  that  altho'  blood- 
letting . 
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letting  and  other  evacuations  to  a  certaia 
extent  prove  frequently  ufeful,  yet  a  proper 
fuppuration  never  takes  place  if  the  patient 
has  been  much  debilitated  by  any  confi- 
derabl?  difcharge;  and  the  fame  thing  very 
certainly  occurs,  in  fimilar  circumftances, 
in  abfcefTes  of  a  larger  fize.  The  patient 
therefore  Ihould  neither  be  allowed  ta  live 
fo  fully  as  might  raife  the  inflammatiou 
too  high,  nor  fhould  he  be  reduced  in  fuch 
a  manner,  by  evacuations  and  low  diet,  as 
to  induce  the  contrary  eijtreme. 

Having  in  this  manner  endeavoured  to 
procure  a  difcharge  into  the  cellular  mem- 
brane, of  ferum  proper  for  the  formation  of 
pus,  the  next  circumftance  requiring  atten- 
tion is,  that  a  due  fermentation  be  excited, 
find  preferved  in  it,  fo  that  its  progref^ 
towards  perfed  mutaration  may  go  eafily 
^nd  regularly  on. 

This  indication  is  chiefly  efFeded  by  the 
nfe  of  fuch  applications  as  tend  to  preferve 
a  proper  and  conftant  degree  of  heat  in  the 
part :  in  fo  much,  that  it  feems  probably 
pwing  to  a  want  of  attention  to  this  cir- 
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cumftance,  that  the  greateft  part  of  all  the 
fofter  fwellings  do  not  come  to  fuppuration ; 
and  that  according  to  the  degree  of  heat 
in  which  they  are  kept,  whether  from  the 
proportion  of  inflammation  by  which  they 
are  at  firjft  produced,  or  from  the  natural  heat 
of  the  part  they  are  feated  in,  they  form  into 
tumors  of  melicerous,  fteatomatous,  and 
other'confiftences.  For  unlefs  a  due  degree 
of  heat  be  applied  and  continued,  ferum 
being  merely  extravafated  will  never  pro**- 
duce  pus :  hence,  in  afcites,  and  other  drop*  ^ 
fical  diforders,  large  quantities  of  it  remain 
in  this  ftate  for  a  great  length  of  time, 
without  any  fuppuration  taking  place;  and 
that  merely  from  fuch  goUedions  b?ing 
produced  without  any  inflammation  at 
firft,  fo  that  no  afliftance  is  afforded  from 
any  degree  of  preternatural  heat ;  and  the 
natural  heat  of  fuch  parts,  in  which  ferous 
colledlions  ufually  occur,  is  feldpm  confi- 
derable  enough  to  produce  fuch  an  effe<5l. 
The  degree  of  heat  bed  fuited  for  pro- 
moting fuppuration  is  not  perhaps  eafily 
tp  be  determined ;  but  the  more  confider- 
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able  it  is,  at  leaft  to  a  certain  extent,  the  more 
quickly,  it  is  probable,  pus  will  be  formed. 

This  we  find,  indeed,  from  Mr  Gaber's 
experiments,  is  fo  far  the  cafe*:  and  the 
obfervation  is  likewife  confirmed  by  daily 
experience  in  every  cafe  of  phlegmon ;  in 
which  the  tumor,  casteris  paribus,  always 
proceeds  more  quickly  or  more  flowly  to 
fuppuration,  as  it  is  feated  nearer  ro,  or  at 
a  greater  diftance  from,  the  heart.  Hence,  in 
any  of  the  extremities,  particularly  in  the 
legs,  inflammatory  difotders  proceed  very 
flowly  to  fuppuration ;  while  thofe  of  the 
trunk,  and  about  the  head,  go  on  ^ery 
quickly.  Thus  many  cafes  of  inflamma- 
tion of  the  ears  and  throat  frequently  ar- 
rive at  a  thorough  maturation,  and  even 
burft  of  themfelves,  in  the  courfe  of  forty- 
eight  hours  from  the  firfl  attack. 

This    confideration,    therefore,    fhould 

tnake  us  particularly  attentive  to  the  pre- 

fervation  of  a  due  degree  of  heat  in  every 

E  in- 

*  When  fpeakmg  of  pus  being  formed  in,  and  fubfiding 
from,  ferum  digefted  in  a  degree  of  heat  equal  to- that  of  the 
human  body,  Mr  Gaber  fays,  "  Eo  autem  citius  fubfidebat, 
qua  calor  erat  major.**     Loco  citata. 
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inflamed  part  intended  to  be  brought  to 
fuppuration ;  but  more  efpecially  in  fitua- 
tions  very  diftant  from  the  heart,  where  ar- 
tificial heat  is  mod  wanted,  and  where,  b^ 
a  proper  application  of  it,  almoft  every  tu- 
mor, though  fituated  on  the  extremitiea* 
might  probably  be  made  to  fuppuratc  in  the 
fame  fpace  of  time  with  thofe  in  the  ears 
and  other  parts  juft  now  taken  notice  of, 

I  am  not  only  convinced,  by  experience! 
of  what  ia  here  afTerted  refpedling  the  very 
Angular  advantages  to  be  obtained  from  a 
due  attention  to  this  matter;  but  alfo,  from 
a  courfe  of  experiments  I  was  engaged  in 
fome  years  ago  upon  the  fame  fubjedl.  But 
as  thefe  turned  out  almoft  exadly  fimilar  to 
thofe  related  by  MrGaber,  no  exadl  account 
was  preferved  of  the  refult  of  them:  this, 
however,  is  particularly  remembered,  that 
in  a  heat  equal  to  loo^  of  Farenheit's  ther- 
mometer, the  depofition  of  matter  from 
ferum  took  place  in  little  more  than  half 
the  time  that  was  requifite  for  the  fame 
^flFe(5l  at  even  eighty  degrees* 
^  Itwas  the  profecution  of  thefe  experi- 
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ments  that* firft  faggefted  to  me  the  pro- 
bability of  the  great  advantages  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  prefervation  of  a  due  degree 
of  heat  in  inflamed  parts;  and  1  have  ac-» 
cordingly,  on  many  occafions  fince  that 
time,  found  the  treatment  of  fueh  cafes 
go  on  much  more  eafily  than  otherwife  £ 
{hould  either  have  expeded  or  have  been 
able  to  account  for.  ^ 

Warm  fomentations  and  cataplafms  are 
the  meads  comrtionly  employed  for  the 
application  of  heat  to  an  inflamed  pare ; 
and  v<rhen  thefe  are  regularly  and  fre- 
quently renewed,  nothing,  it  is  probabki 
can  more  efFedually  anfwer  the  purpofe. 
But,  in  the  ordinary  manner  in  v^hich 
they  are  applied,  as  the  cataplafms  are  re- 
newed oDf!y  once,  or  at  moft  twice,  in  the 
day,  they  muft  always^  it  is  imagined,  do 
more  harm  than  good.  For  as  foon  as  the 
degree  of  heat  they  were  at  firft  poflefled 
of  is  diffipated,  the  moifturc  kept  up  by 
them,  with  the  confequent  evaporation 
that  enfues,  muft  always  render  the  part  a 
great  deal  colder  than  if  it  had  been  merely 
E  2  wrapped 
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wrapped  in  flannel,  without  the«ufe  of  any 
fach  application. 

In  order  to  receive  all  the  advantages  of 
fuch  remedies,  the  part  afFedled  fhould  be 
well  fomented  with  flannels  prefled  out  of 
any  warm  emollient  decodlion,  applied  as 
warm  as  the  patient  can  eafily  bear  them, 
continued  at  leaft  half  an  hour  at  once, 
and  renewed  four  or  five  times  a-day. 

Immediately  after  the  fomentation  is  o- 
ver,  a  large  emollieat  poultice  fliould  like- 
wife  be  applied  warm,  and  renewed  every 
fecond  or  third  hour  at  farthefl:.  Of  all 
the  forms  recommended  for  emollient  cata- 
plafm%,  a  common  milk*and-bread  poul- 
tice, with  a  proportion  of  butter  or  oil,  is 
perhaps  the  moft  eligible  ;  as  it  not  only 
poflefles  all  the  advantages  of  the  others, 
b^t  can  at  all  times  be  more  eafily  ob- 
tained. 

Roafted  onions,  garlic,  and  other  acrid 
vegetables,  are  frequently  made  ufc  of  as 
additions  tomatiiratingcataplafms:  When 
there  is  not  a  due  degree  of  inflammation 
in  the  tumor,  and  when  it  appears  pro- 
bable 
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bable  that  the  fuppuration  would  be  quick- 
ened by  having  the  inflammatory  fymp- 
tbms  fomewhat  increafed,  the  addition 
of  fuch  fubftances  may  then  be  of  fervlce; 
but  when  ftimulants  are  neceflary  in  fuch 
cafes,  a  fmall  proportion  of  drained  gal- 
banum,  or  of  any  of  the  warm  gums,  dif- 
folvcd  in  the  yolk  of  an  egg,  and  added  to 
the  poultices,  is  not  only  a  more  elegant, 
but  a  more  certain  form  of  applying  them. 
In  fbme  cafes,  too,  the  fame  intention*  may 
be  more  certainly  accomplifhed,  by  com- 
bining a  fmall  quantity  of  cantharides  with 
any  application  intended  to  be  employed. 

Whenever  the  inflammation,  however^ 
takes  place  to  a  proper  degree,  fuch  ftimu* 
lating  fubftances  can  never  be  neceflTary ; 
and  from  thedijfferentt^bfervations  we  have" 
already  made,  there  is  reafon  to  think,  that 
in  many  inftances  they  might  even  do 
mifchief. 

In  fuch  tumors  as,'  from  their  being 

attended  with  little  or  no  inflammation, 

are  commonly  faid  to  be  of  a  cold  nature, 

as  they  are  generally  indolent,  and  proceed 

E  3  very 
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very  flowly  to  fuppuration,  plafters  com^* 
pofed  of  the  warm  gums  are  often  em* 
ployed  with  confiderable  advantage:  in 
luch  cafes,  they  are  not  only  of  ufe  by 
the  ftimulus  and  irritation  they  occafion, 
but  by  the  heat  which  they  tend  to  pre-^ 
ferve  in  the  part.  They  become  particu- 
larly necelTary,  when  the  patient^  by  be^ 
ing  obliged  to  go  abroad,  cannot  have  ca-^ 
taplafms  frequently  enougW  renewed,  or 
fo  conveniently  applied ;  but  when  fome 
fuch  objedlion  does  not  occur,  the  latter, 
for  very  obvious  reafpus^  fhould  always  bq 
preferred, 

Dry  cupping,  as  it  is  termed,  that  is, 
cupping  without  the  ufe  of  the  fcarificator, 
upon,  or  as  near  as  poflible  to,  the  part 
afFedled,  is  fuequently  ufed  with  advantage 
for  promoting  the  fuppuration  of  tumors : 
it  is  only,  however,  in  fuch  as  thefe  laft 
mentioned,  where  there  feems  to  be  a  dcr 
ficency  of  inflammation,  that  it  can  ever 
either  be  neceflary  or  ufeful ;  but  in  all 
tumors  of  a  real  indolent  nature,  and 
Vfhere  theye  is  (lill  fome  probability  of  a 

^  fuppuration 
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fuppuration  being  efFeded,  I  have  feldom 
obferved  fuch  good  effedls  from  any  other 
remedy. 

Thefe  different  appliqadons,  under  the 
reftridions  we  have  taken  notice  of,  being 
continued  for  a  longer  or  ftiortef  time,  ac- 
cording to  the  fize  of  the  tCimor,  its  fitua- 
tion  and  other  circumftances,  a  thorough 
fuppuration  may,  in  general,  at  laft  be  ex- 
peded.      , 

Matter  being  fully  formed  in  a  tumor, 
is  known  by  the  remiflion  of  all  the  fymp^ 
toms  which  takes  place :  the  dolor  pulfatilis, 
that  before  was  frequent,  now  goes  off; 
and  the  patient  complains  of  a  more  dull, 
conftant,  heavy  pain  :  the  tumor  points 
at  fome  particular  pare,  generally  near  to 
its  middle;  where,  if  the  matter  is  npt 
encyfted,  or  deep  feated,  a  whitifh  yellow 
appearance  is  obferved^  inftead  of  a  deep 
red  that  formerly  took  place;  and  a  fluc- 
tuation of  a  fluid  underneath,  is,  upon 
prefTure,  very  evidently  dijTcovered.  Some- 
times, indeed,  when  an  abfcefs  is  thickly 
covered  with  mufcular  and  other  parts ; 
E  4  and 
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and  when,  from  concurring  circunailances^ 
there  can  be  little  doubt  of  their  being 
even  a  very  confiderable  colledlion  of  mat- 
ter, yet  the  flu(5luation  cannot  be  readil]?' 
diftinguifhcd  :  but  it  does  not  often  hap- 
pen, that  matter  is  fo  very  deeply  lodged 
as  not  to  be  difcovered  upon  proper  exa- 
mination. 

This,  however,  is  a  circumftance  of 
much  importance  in  pradlice;  and  de- 
ferves,  it  may  be  remarked,  more  atten- 
tion than  is  commonly  given  to  it.  In  no 
part  of  the  furgeon's  employment,  is  ex- 
perience in  former  fimilar  cafes  of  more  ufe 
to  him^  than  in  the  prefent;  and  however 
jQmple  it  may  appear,  yet  nothings  it  is 
certain,  more  readily  diftinguilhes  a  man 
of  obfervation  and  extenfive  pradtice,  than 
his  being  able  eafily  to  detedl  colledions  of 
deep-feated  mattter:  whilft  nothiqg,  on  the 
contrary,  fo  materially  aflPedls  the  charac- 
ter of  a  furgeon,  as  his  having,  in  fuch 
cafes,  given  an  inaccurate  or  unjuft  prog- 
nofisj  Jov  the  event,  in  diforders  of  this 
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nature,  comes  generally  atlaft  to  be  clearly 
d£:monftrated  to  all  concerned. 

Together  with  the  feveral  local  fymp-* 
tonas  of  the  exiftcnce  of  pus,  already  enu- 
merated, the  frequent  fhiverings  that  pa- 
tients are  liabk  to  on  its  firft  formation 
may  likewife  be  mentioned  ;  thefe,  how- 
ever, feldom  occur  fo  as  to  be  diftindlly 
obferved,  unlefs  the  colkdlion  is  confider- 
able,  or  feated  internally  in  fome  of  the 
viftera.  But,  in  every  large  abfcefs,  they 
are  aknoft  *conftantly  met  jwith ;  and, 
\Khen  they  appear  aloiig  with  other  ,fymp» 
toms  of  fuppuration,  they  tend  always  to 
afcertain  the  real  nature  of  th?  diforder. 

§  4.  Of  AbfcejffeSy  and  of  the  proper  Period  for 
opening  thevu 

In  the  treatment  of  abfcefles,  it  is  a.  ge- 
neral rule, :  not  to  difcharge  their  contents 
till  a  thorough  fuppuration  has  taken  place.; 
for,  when  laid  open  long  before  that  pe-^ 
riocj,  and  white  any  confiderable  hardnefs 
remains,  they  commonly  prove  trouble- 
feme,  and  feldom  heal  kindly. 
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In  fome  cafes,  however,  it  is  .neceflary 
to  deviate  from  this  general  rule,  and .  to 
open  them  a  good  deal  fooner;  particular- 
ly in  all  fuch  critical  abfceffes  as  occur  in 
malignant  fevers.  In  the  plague,  too,  w€ 
are  commonly  advifed  to  open  fuch  tu- 
mors as  foon  as  they  are  tolerably  advan- 
ced, and  not  to  wait  till  they  are  fully  ma- 
turated; for,  in  fuch  inftances,  it  is  found, 
that  the  patient  receives  more  benefit  from 
an  early  difcharge  of  matter,  than  he  caA 
fuffer  harm  from  having  any  fwelling  of 
this  nature  fomewhat  prematurely  laid 
open. 

Abfceffes,  too,  fituated  on  any  of  the 
joints,  or  upon  either  of  the  large  cavities 
of  the  bread  and  abdomen,  and  more 
cfpecially  when  they  feem  to  run  deep,, 
{hould  always  be  opened  as  foon  as  the 
lead  fluctuation  of  matter  is  difcovered. 
For,  when  the  refiftance  is  on  every  fide 
equal,  they  will  juft  as  readily  point  inter- 
nally as  outwardly  j  and  the  confequence 
of  a  large  abfcefs  burfling  into  either  of 
the  large  cavities  cfpecially,  is  well  known 

moflt 
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mod  frequently  to  prove  fatal:  An  inftance 
of  which,  in  the  following  cafe,  1  had 
feme  time  ago  an  opportunity  of  obferv- 
ing,  which,  with  very  little  attention, 
might  have  been  prevented. 

A  furgeon  of  eminence,  and  of  very  ex- 
tenfive  pridice,  was  applied  to  by  a  young 
healthy- looking  man,  with  a  large  abfcels 
upon  the  left  fide  of  his  cheft.  A  fludua- 
lion  of  a  fluid  was,  upon  preflure,  very 
evidently  difcovered ;  and  it  was  agreedt 
by  other  two  pradlitioners  who  were  pre-*- 
fent,  that  an  opening  Ihould  be  made  to 
give  vent  to  the  n^atten  But  the  operator 
being  much  engaged  in  bufinefs,  could  not 
fix  on  an  earlier  period  for  dbing  it  than 
the  third  day  from  the  patient's  firft  ap- 
plying to  him :  unluckily,  however,  the 
patient  died  fuddenly  in  his  bed,  the  night 
before  the  abfcefs  was  to  have  been 
opened. 

On  examining  the  body,  the  tumor 
was  found  to  have  difappeared  entirely, 
without  any  external  opening  being  ob^ 
ierved:  and,  oa  laying  open  the  thorax, 

the 
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the  matter  was  obferved  to  have  burft 
inwardly  upon  the  Jungs,  and  hence  had 
produced  immediate  fuffocation. 

In  all  other  cafes,  however,  except  in 
thofe  alluded  to,  the  rule  in  opening  ab- 
fceffcs  is,  as  was  already  remarked,  to 
allow  a  thorough  fuppuration  to  take  place, 
before  any  vent  whatever  be  given  to  tte 
matter;  and  it  being  then  determined  to 
lay  the  collection  open,  the  next  queftion 
that  occurs,  is  with  refpeit  to  the  manner 
of  doing  it. 

§  5.     Of  the  different  Methods  of  opening 
Abfcejfes. 

Two  diflferent  methods  of  opening  ab- 
fcefles  have  been  recommended  by  authors, 
namely,  by  Cauftic  and  Incifipn.  To  the 
former,  iiowever,  there  are  many  objec- 
tions :  It  is  not  attended  with  any  fuperior 
advantage  to  a  fimple*incifion;  upon  a 
tender  inflamed  part,  it  gives  much  more 
pain;  it  is  more  flow  in  its  effedls;  and 
the  furgeon  never  has  the  command  of  it 
1k>  entirely  as  to  deftroy  thofe  parts  he 
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would  incline,  and  no  more ;  for  all  the 
diflferent  'kinds  of  cauftic,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  greateft  attention,  will  fometimes 
fpread  farther,  and  penetrate  deeper,  than 
was  either  wifhed  for  or  intended.  Of  this 
I,  fome  years  ago,  faw  a  very  remarkable 
indance ;  and  in  a  (ituation,  too,  in  which 
an  accident  of  this  nature  would  not  be 
thought  likely  to  occur. 

Cauftic  was  applied  to  the  anterior  part 
of  the  fcrotum,  with  a  view  to  produce  a 
radical  cure,  in  a  cafe  of  hydrocele :  but 
whether  there  had  been  very  little  water 
colledled,  or  whether  a  preternatural  ad- 
hefion  of  the  teftis  to  the  tunica  vaginalis 
had,  at  this  part,  been  produced,  is  un- 
certain ;  but  the  cauftic  penetrated  to  the 
body  of  the  tefticle,  and  gave  the  patient, 
as  may  readily  be  imagined,  a  great  deal 
of  very  excruciating  pain.  Jt  did,  to  be 
fure,  accomplifh  a  cure :  biit  the  danger 
attending  fuch  an  accident,  although  it  pro- 
bablymightnot  frequently  occur,  isjlfhould 
imagine,  ^  very  ftrong  objecflion  to  the  ufe 
of  cauftic  in  all  fuch  cafes ;  and  it  is  now 
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indeed  very  generally,  I  believe,  laid  a(ide^ 
the  preference  being  juftly  given  to  the 
fcalpel. 

When  tunciors  are  not  Very  large,  they 
are  Coinmonly  opened  by  a  longitudinal 
incifion  with  a  lancet  or  fcalpel.  This 
fhould  be  fo  direded  as  to  terminate  at  the 
moft  d[jepending  part  of  the  f\A>elling,  and 
fliould  be  of  fuch  a  fize  as  may  feem  fuffi- 
cient  for  giving  a  free  difcharge  to  the  mat- 
ter; about  tvro  thirds  of  the  length  of  the 
tumor  is,  in  fuch  cafes,  generally  Reckon- 
ed extenfive  enough. 

When  abfceffes,  however,  are  of  any 
confiderable  extent,  they  are  comm^only 
laid  open  through  their  whole  length*;  and 
when  the  teguments  have  been  greatly 
flretched,  it  is  advifed  by  many  to  take 
part  of  them  away  altogether.  But  this  is 
a  practice  which  feldom,  or  perhaps  never, 
ought  to  be  followed ;  as  there  are  fcarcely 
any  abfceffes  fo  large  as  to  deftroy  entire- 
ly the  contra<5lile  power  of  the  integu- 
ments; and  while  this  remains  in  any  de- 
gree in  a  part,  there  are  ftill  hopes  of  iia 
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again  recovering  its  former  dimenfions.  It 
is  furprifing  indeed  to  what  extent  this  ob- 
fervation  applies.  In  many  indanceSi  the 
(kin  has  been  known  to  recover  its  tone 
entirely,  after  having  beentfor  a  time  com- 
pletely deprived  of  it. 

Thefe  are  the  feveral  modes  of  opening 
abftefles  by  the  fcalpel.  There  are  dif- 
ferent inconveniences^  however,  found  to 
atfend  all  of  them;  and  particularly,  that 
as  foon  as  an  inciiion  is  made  into  a  tu-^ 
mor,  the  whole  contained  matter  is  dif- 
charged  fuddenly  and  at  once:  Whereby^ 
when  the  coUedlion  is  confiderable,  faint- 
ings  and  other  difagreeable  fymptoms  arc 
frequently  induced;  and  what,  in  all  large 
fwellings  efpecially,  is  conftantly  attended 
with  very  bad  effedls,  a  free  admiflion  of 
air  is  thereby  given  to  a  great  extent  of  ul- 
cerat;ed  fiirface. 

Tlie  bad  efiedls  of  air  on  every  fpecies  of 
fore,  is  well  known  to  ^very  praftitioner ; 
but  its  pernicious  influence,  on  a  newly 
opened  abfcefs,  is  often  really  aftonifhing. 
It  firft  occafions  a  total  change  in  the  na- 
2  ture 
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ture  of  tKe  matter,  from  perhaps  a  very  lau-* 
dable  pus  to  a  th^n  ill-digefted  fanies;  and 
afterwards  brings  on  a  quickqefs  >of  pulfe, 
debilitating  fweats,  and  other  fymptoms  of 
hedtic  fever,  v^hich,  for  the  mofl:  parf^ 
when  the  colledlion  has  been  confidcrable, 
Cither  carries  thcrpatieftt  ofFin  a  ihort  time, 
or  terminates  in  a  confirmed*pht;hifis,  which 
fboner  or  later  proves  fatal. 
,  This  I  have,  in  a  great  many  inftanees, 
had  occafion  to  obferve ;  and  that.  In  (uch 
cafts,  it  is  the  admiflion  of  air  alone  which 
produces  all  thefe  bad  fymptomfs,  is  ren- 
dered highly  probable  from  this  circum- 
ftance,  that  of  a  great  number  of  patients 
who  have  laboured  under  futh  difordere, 
many  have  remained  for  a  very  confidcr- 
able time,  with  large  abfcefles  fully  formed, 
and  without  having  any  one  fytnptom  of 
hedlic  whatever:  but  when-they  tave  ever 
exceeded  an  ordinary  or  moderate  fize,  I 
have  feldom  known  an  inftancc  of  their 
being  opened  by  a  large  incifion,  without 
almoft  every  hedlic  fymptom  taking  place; 
and  this  generally  in  lefs  than  forty-eight 
2  houri 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Sea.  IIL         Of  Suppuration.  8 1 

hours  from  the  time  of  their  being  laid 
open. 

In  what  manner  the  admiflion  of  air  to 
an  abfcefs  operates  in  producing  fuch  a 
powerful  and  fudden  effed,  is  perhaps  dif- 
ficult to  determine.  The  irritation  prodn* 
ccd  by  it,  on  a  large  extent  of  ulcerated 
furface,  may  probably  be  one  reafon : — By 
afting  as  a  ftimulus  on  the  extremities  of 
the  different  abforbents  opening  into  the 
fore,  it  may  occaffon  a  larger  abforption 
of  matter  than  would  otherwift  take 
place; — and  it  may  likewife,  by  rendering 
the  matter  more  putrid  than  before,  give 
even  to  the  fame  quantity  abforbed  greater 
adivity  in  producing  the  different  fymp- 
toms  of  heftic. 

That  this  conjecture  is  well  founded, 
with  refpedl  to  an  increafe  of  putrefcency 
being  the  principal  caufe  of  the  bad  effe^s 
produced  by  the  admiflion  of  air  to  fores,  i^, 
from  different  circumftances,at  leaft  exceed- 
ingly probable.  For,  in  the  firft  place,  altho* 
the  difcharge  from  abfceffes  is  conjinonly 
mild,  and  free  from  any  difegreeable  fetor 
F  .  on 
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on  their  being  newly  laid  ppeo?  it  almo(^ 
conftantly  becomes  thin,  acrid,  and  mor? 
fetid  in  t|ie  conrfe  of  a  few  dreflings, 
^hich  i§  a  certs^in  p^rpof  of  a  greater  degreq 
of  putrefcency  having  then  taken  place, 
On  tl^is  principle,  to^  we  may  accqunt  fof 
the  operatiqn  of  many  of  the  remedies, 
fommonly  emplpyed  ii^  the  treatment  of 
fores ;  and  more  efpecially  of  that  powerful 
^ntifeptic,  fixed  ^ir,  which  by  many  prac- 
titioners have  been  fq  mvich  extolle^. 

We  know  frqm  experiment  lik^wife,  that 
other  fubftances,  as  well  as  that  part  of  the 
t)lood  from  which  pus  is  formed,  is  ren-r 
dered  putrid,  and  more  quickly  fp,  by  th^i 
admiflipn  of  air,  than  other  wife,  while  i^ 
the  fame  degree  of  heat,  t^ey  probably 
ever  would  he*. 

From  thffe  confider^tions.,  therefore,  the 
greac?ft  caution  appears  to  be  neceflary, 
for  preventing,  ^s  much  as  ppffibje,  th^ 
admilTian  of  ai^r  to  the  internal  furface  of 
fvery  collection  pf  matter;  ^nd  thiS)  we 
^  may 

'^  Vide  Sit  John  Pringlc^s  and  Mr  Gabcr's  E^pcr^t 
ipgnts  on  this  fubjeft.     Loq.  ciU 
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may  remark,  is  very  eafily  and  eflfcifliially 
done,  by  opening  collections  of  thig  kind 
by  means  of  a  -feton  or  cord,  in^ead  of  ha- 
ving recourfe  either  to  cauftic  or  the  fcalpeh 
This  method  of  difcharging  the  contents 
of  tumors,  by  the  introdudion  of  a  cord, 
is  attended  with  every  advantage  of  that 
by  incifion :  it,  moreover^  empties  the 
fwellings,  of  whatever  iize  they  m^y  be,  not 
fuddenly,  but  very  gradually;  it  efl^edual- 
ly  prevents  a  free  admiflion  of  air;  it  is  not 
commonly  attended  with  near  To  much 
pain  and  inflammation;  nor  is  the  cicatrix 
occ^fioned  by  it  ever  inconvenient,  or  un- 
fcemly,  whigh  it  frequently  is  ^fter  4  larg? 
incifion. 

.  la  the  Hoyal  Infirmary  of  this  place,  large 
abfcefles,  as  well  as  thofe  of  a  fmaller  fize^ 
ufed  formerly  to  he  opened  in  the  ufual 
manner,  by  e:5tenfiye  incifions  :  the  con- 
fequences  were  fuch  a,8  have  been  already 
related;  many  of  the  patients  were  throwq, 
into  fuch  obftinate  hcdic  fevers  as  they 
never  recovered  from;  and  others^  thoiigl^ 
they  did  get  better  at  the  time,  were  com- 
?  2  tRQOly 
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monly  fo  much  debilitated  as  to  be  very 
liable  to  be  feized  with  other  diforders, 
from  which  they  feldom  entirely  recovered. 

This  was  the  moft  frequent  refult  of 
our  treatment  of  large  abfceflcs  by  inci-^ 
lions ;  and  fimilar  confequences  will  ftill  be 
found  to  prevail  where  thisr  practice  is  con- 
tinued: but  fince  the  feton  came  to  be 
generally  ufed  here,  few  or  no  fuch  dif- 
agreeable  circumftances  have  occurred* 
Many  of  the  largeft  tumors  have  been 
opened  in  this  manner:  and  when  the  pa- 
tients are  otherwife  in  good  health,  they 
very  commonly  do  well ;  and  with  this  ad- 
ditional advantage,  that  a  cure  is  frequently 
obtained  in  little  more  than  half  the  time 
ufually  found  neceffary  after  a  large  inci- 
fion  has  been  employed. 

The  opening  of  abfcefles  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  feton  has  been  mentioned  by  diffe*^ 
rent  authors,  and  in  fmall  coUedionsof  mat^ 
ter  has  been  frequently  praflifed  j  but  never 
fo  generally,  1  imagine,  as  it  has  been  here 
within  thefc  laft  twenty  years,  both  in  the 
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Hofpital  and  in  private*  And  in  juftice  to 
Mr  James  Raet  furgeon  in  this  place^  ic 
muG;  be  acknowledged,  that  we  are  chiefly 
indebted  for  it  to  his  recommendation,  he 
having  firft  propofed  the  general  ufe  of  fe- 
tons  in  fuch  cafes^  at  the  fame  time  that  he 
invented  a  fet  of  inftruments,  by  which 
they  are  eaiily  inferted  in  almoft  all  ab* 
fccfles^  however  deep  feated,  and  among 
whatever  parts  they  may  run;  and  this  too 
without  any  rifk  of  wounding  the  Jarge 
blood-veOTels,  nerves,  or  tendons.,  in  the 
neighbourhoods 

Several  fets  of  thefe  inftruments,  for  abr 
fccfles  of  different  fizes,  are  kept  in  the  In- 
firmary here  :  they  fulfil  the  intencioUf  as 
was  already  obferved,  exceedingl/well,and 
arc  a  very  ingenious  contrivance.  But  as 
the  Curved  diredlor  we  have  delineated  in 
the  plate,  anfwers  the  purpofe  equally  weU, 
and  is  in  itfelf  fully  more  fimple,  it  will  for 
thatreafon  be  in  general  found  more  conve- 
nient.   It  is  ufed  in  the  following  manner. 

An  opening  fufficiently  Urge  for  the 

cord,  being  made  with  a  lancet  in  the  fu- 

F  3  perior 
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perior  part  of  the  abfcefs,  the  diredlof^ 
threaded  with  d  cord  of  candle-wick  cot«^ 
ton,  or  of  fofc  filk,  proportioned  in  chick-*- 
nefs  to  the  fize  of  the  tumor,  is  then  to  be 
introduced,  apd  its  point  to  be  pufhed 
downwards  till  it  is  felt  externally,  exadily 
oppofite  to  the  moft  depending  part  of  the 
iwelling*  The  dit^edlor  being  kept  firm 
by  an  affiftant,  an  incifion  is  to  be  made 
with  a  fcalpel  upon  its  under  extremity, 
of  a  length  fomewhat  more  confiderable 
than  the  opening  firft  made  by  the  lancet: 
for  when  this  circumftance  is  not  attended 
to,  and  when  of  courfe  the  under  orifice  is 
made  no  larger  than  the  upper,  the  matter 
is  very  apt^  Co  tranfude  above ;  which  al- 
ways proves  inconvenient  to  the  patient, 
but  which  in  this  manner  is  very  eafily  a- 
voided^  The  diredlor  is  now  to  be  drawn 
downwards,  winji  fo  much  of  the  cord  as 
to  leave  two  or  three  inches  of  it  hanging 
out  at  the  lower  orifice.  In  order  to  caufe 
the  cotton  run  eafily  on  its  firft  introduc- 
tion, as  likewife  at  the  fubfequent  drcf- 
iings^  as  much  of  it  as  is  to  be  ufed  at  the 
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time  flibuld  be  well  rubbed  over  with  any 
emollient  ointment. 

In  twcnty-foUr  hoiird  or  thereby  from 
its  introdudlion,  the  dord  may  be  moved, 
and  fo  much  of  it  fliould  be  drawn  dowil^ 
wards  as  to  ^dmit  of  all  that  part  of  it 
being  cut  oflf  which  had  been  lodged  in 
the  abfcefs ;  and  iii  this  manner  the  famfe 
quantity  of  it  is  to  be  moved  daily,  as  long 
as  from  circiimftances  it  may  appear  to  bfe 
hecefFaryi 

A  regular  and  flow  difcharge  of  thfe 
matter  is  thus  produced ;  the  fides  of  the  ab- 
fcefs are  thereby  allowed  to  contradl  gra^- 
dually;  and  a  flight  inflammation  being 
kept  upoiEi  their  furfaces  by  the  fridlion  of 
the  cordj  they  are  from  that  circumftancfe 
brought  to  units  aiid  to  adhere  firmly  to  onfe 
another^  much  fockier  thaa  they  otherwife 
i/rould  do.  As^  the  difcharge  diminifties  itx 
quantity^  fo  thfe  fize  of  the  feton.  fliould 
alfo  be  gradually  leflTened  ;  atid  It  is  eafily 
donCj  by  withdrawing  a  thread  of  the  cot*- 
ton  once  in  two  or  three  days.  At  laft, 
^hen  there  is  little  mote  matter  afforded 
F  4  than 
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than  ought  to  be  naturally  produced  by 
the  irritation  of  the  cord,,  it  may  be  alto^ 
gether  taken  out ;  and  gentle  preffure  be- 
ing continued  upon  the  parti  by  a  roller 
for  a  few  days  longer,  a  pretty  certain  and 
lading  cure  may  generally  be  expecftedt 

In  the  introdudion  of  the  £eton  it  was 
expref&ly  faid,  that  it ,  ought  to  be  made 
from  above  downwards ;  that  is,  by  an 
opening  made  in  the  fupcrior  part  of  the 
abfcefs.  The  reafon  for  fuch  a  reftrii5lion 
is  this,  that  when  the  fird  opening  \%  made 
in  the  depending  part  of  a  fwelling,  a  con<^ 
fiderable  qviantity  of  matter  immediately 
runs  out,  which,  as  it  caufes  the  fide9  of 
the  upper  part  of  it  to  collapfe,  renders  it 
more  difficult  to  introduce  the  direi^or 
through  the  whole  courfe  of  the  abfcefs, 
than  when  done  in  the  manner  diredled ; 
when  properly  executed,  the  bottom  as  well 
as  every  other  part  of  the  tumor  is  kept 
diftended  to  the  laft,  very  little  of  the 
matter  eftapiog  by  the  upper  orifice,  ^y 
being  introduced  ip  <;hi^  way,  too^  :thc 
quantity  of  cord  t]|^ac  ftill  remains  to  be 
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v&d  is  kept  clean  and  dry ;  wfiicb  it  canr 
not  poilibly  be  when  inferted  in  the  coof 
trary  manner. 

To  fame  thefe  circumftancea  may  per- 
haps appear  too  trifling  to  deferve  fuch 
particular  notice;  but  too  much,  it  is 
imagined,  can  never  be  faid  in  renderin^^ 
the  account  of  a  beneficial  pradice  dear 
and  evident. 

All  that  has  hitherto  been  (aid  with  re^ 
fpc£l  to  the  ufe  of  fetons  in  cafes  of  abiceis 
from  r^!ent  inflammation,  applies  with 
equal  propriety,  it  muft  be  underftood,  to 
tumors  of  very  long  continuance,  when 
the  matter  contained  in  them  is  either  of  a 
purulent  nature,  or  of  a  confidence  n<A 
much  thicker  than  pus-  All  encyfted 
tumors  pf  the  thinner  melicerous  kind 
are  as  fuccefsfolly  treaml  in  this  manner 
as  recent  abfcefTes  :  fo  that  the  |M*a<ftice 
is  by  no  means  confined  to  one  fet  of  tu»- 
mors-  only ;  and  it  may  even  probably 
be  employed  in  others,  for  which  it  has  not 
as  yet  been  advifed. 

It  anfwers  particularly  well  in  all  collect 
%  tions 
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tions  of  matter  in  glandular  parts,  wheit 
the  admiffion  of  air  is  attended  With  eveii 
•worfe  confequences  than  in  othqr  partSi 
Thus,  when  it  is  thought  advifable  to 
open  ferophulous  foft  fwellings,  they  eom- 
xnonly  heal  much  fooner  and  eafier  with 
the  feton  than  by  a  large  ineifion.  Ve- 
nereal buboes^  tooj  when  fully  maturated^ 
and  when  the  teguments  are  not  become 
very  thin  by  being  long  overftretchedj  heal 
much  more  readily  and  kindly  by  this 
management  chaii  with  any  pther. 

From  the  prstdice  anfwering  fo  remark- 
ably well  in  every  cafe  of  abfcefs,  it  wai 
at  laft,  a  good  many  years  ago,  employed 
by  Mr  Rae  in  the  Infirmary  here,  in  the 
hydrocele^  or  colleiflion  of  water  in  the 
tunica  vaginalis  tejiis  ;  and  it  has  iince  that 
time  been  frequently  ufed  in  fimilar  cafes. 
I  muft  acknowledge,  however,  that  from 
the  feveral  inftances  I  have  yet  feen  of  its 
eflfeifls  in  this  diforder^  I  am  not  altogether 
:€ertain  whether  it  ought  to  be  preferred  td 
the  fimple  ineifion  or  not.  For,  though 
I  never  knew  an  inftance,  when  the  ope- 
:  ratioii 
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radon  was  properly  done,  of  its  failing  to 
produce. a. radical  cure;  yet  the  fridlion  of 
the  cord  upon  the  body  of  the  teftis,  to 
which  in  this  operation  it  is  immediately 
applied,  generally  occafions  a  very  high 
degree  of  inflammation ;  fully  more,  I  have 
often  thought,  than  is  commonly  obferved 
from  the  fimple  incifion :  Farther  expe- 
rience, however,  is  neceflary,  in.order  to 
determine  a  queflion  of  fuch  importance. 

This  was  my  opinion  in  tjie  year  1778, 
when  the  firft  edition  of  this  book  was 
publifhed.  Since  that  period  I  have  had 
no  other  reafon  to  alter  it,  than  to  be  more 
and  more  convinced  that  the  treatment  of 
hydrocele  by  feton,  is  produdive  of  more 
pain  than  any  other  method  of  cure  now  in 
ufe;  while,  at  the  fame  time,  it  is  not 
more  certain  in  its  effedls  than  the  fimple 
incifion.  And,  accordingly,  although  I 
could  not  at  that  time  fpeak  with  precifion 
of  the  merits  of  this  operation,  I  am  now 
fatisfied  that  the  cure  by  incifion  ought  in 
every  inftance  to  be  preferred- 

But  when,  in  fuch  cafes,  it  is  refolved 
5  .  to 
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to  employ  the  fecon,  the  mediod  of  intro^ 
ducing  ic>  as  we  haveulire<5ted  for  abfceflfesi 
with  a  curved  diredlor  of  a  proper  fize, 
ieems  more  fimple,  though  in  other  refpedis 
perhaps  not  better,  than  chat  lately  recom- 
mended by  Mr  Pott,  which  being  with 
the  help  of  a  common  trocar,  appears  to 
be  neither  fafe  nor  eafily  performed,  ^ot 
inilances  have  occurred,  even  with  very 
able  furgeons  now  living,  where^  in  cafes 
of  hydrocele,  the  body  of  the  teftis  has 
been  wounded  by  pun(5turing  with  that 
in{l:rument ;  which,  from  its  round  form, 
is  introduced  with  much  difficulty. 
Whenever  it  is  agreed  upon,  however,  to 
make  ufe  of  a  trocar,  either  with  a  view  to 
a  palliative  or  a  radical  cure,  one  with  a 
lancet-poiut,  as  is  reprefented  in  the  plate, 
anfwers  the  purpofe  with  much  more  eafc 
than  that  in  common  ufe.  A  large  inflru- 
ment  of  this  kind  was  made,  by  my  di^ 
redtion,  fome  years  ago,  for  the  paracen* 
tefis  of  the  abdomen ;  and,  as  it  anfwered 
the  purpofe  exceedingly  well,  it  has  fincc 
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l)een  often  u{ed,and  is  now  very  gencrallj 
employed  *, 


SECTION    IV. 
cy  Mortification. 

§1.  General  Remarks  on  Gangrene^ 

TH£  termination  of  inflammation, 
both  by  Refolution  and  Suppuration, 
having  now  been  fully  treated  of,  we 
come  next  in  order  to  the  confideration  of 
Gangrene  or  Mortification. 

The  feveral  appearances  of  Gangrene 
having  been  already  particularly  enunie- 
rated,  it  is  not  now  necefTary  to  make  a  full 
recapitulation  of  them.  Only,  it  may  be  re- 
marked, 

*  Mr  Thomas  Haj,  furgeon  in  this  place^  fome  years 
ago  inyented  a  curved  diredor,  f«ch  as  is  ^ere  recom4 
mended^  which  has  fince  that  time  been  nfed  for  the 
introdudlion  of  a  cerd  in  cafes  of  hydrocele^  and  it 
ibuod  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  very  conveniently. 
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Qiarked,  tha(  a  thorough  mortification,  o^ 
the  laft  ftage  of  gangrene,  is  known  only 
by  the  difeafed  part  becoming  totally  black, 
by  its  loiing  all  pain  and  fenfation^  at  the 
fame  time  that  it  emits  a  confiderable  fetor; 
at  laft,  too,  a  fofcnefs  or  flaccidity  in  gene- 
ral takes  place,  together  with  an  entire 
diflblution  of  the  different  parts  of  whicf^ 
the  organ  is  compofed, 

I  have  faid  only  in  geijeral :  for  although 
the  feveral  appearances,  as  above  related, 
4o  moft  frequently  occur ;  yet  th§re  are 
fome  inftances  of  what  is  called  Dry  G^- 
grene,  in  which  the  parts  continue  totajly 
mortified  for  a  great  length  of  time,  with- 
out either  turning  very  fiaccid,  or  running 
into  difiblution, 

Such  cafes,  however,  never  occur  from 
inflammation.  They  happen  commonly 
from  the  flow  of  blood  to  fuch  parts  being 
put  a  ftop  to  by  compreflion  of  one  kind 
or  another,  as  tumors,  ligatures,  or  other 
fimilar  caufes,  obftruding  the  principal 
arteries  that  ufed  to  fupply  them  ;  which, 
when  the  ftoppage  of  the  circulation  is 
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complete,  always  occafion  a  very  flow 
mortiHcation ;  and  as  the  parts,  in  fuch 
inftances,  ^re  no  longer'  fupplicd  with 
frefti  quantities  of  fluids,  while  a  conii- 
d?rable  evaporation  mufl:  ftill  be  gping  on^^ 
fiich  a  degree  of  humidity  cannot  there- 
fore pofllbly  occur,  as  in  other  cafqs  of 
gangrene.  Thi^s,  that  fpecies  of  the  dif- 
order  has,  perhaps  with  propriety  enough, 
been  termed  the  Pry  Gangrene, 

There  are  other  varieties  of  the  difeafe 
enumerated  by  authors,  ^s  the  White  Gan- 
grene * ;  in  which  the  parts  fuppofed  tot 
be  mortified  do  not  turn  bl^ck,  but  retain 
nearly  their  former  colour,  &c.  Whether 
fuch  complaints,  however,  can  with  pro- 
priety be  denominated  Gangrene  or  not, 
may  probably  be  doubted  :  but  as  it  is 
chiefly  that  fpecies  of  the  diforder  which 
fucceeds  to  inflamniation,  that  is  now  par- 
ticularly to  be  treated  of,  and  in  which  np 
fuch  varieties  are  ever  obferved,  it  is  not 
here  neceflary  to  carry  the  inquiry  far- 
ther; and  efpecially  as  nearly  the  whole 

mpde 

f  Qucfnay,  Traite  de  la  Gangrene,  p.  337. 
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mode  of  treatment,  to  be  afterwards  re- 
commended, applies,  with  almofl:  equal 
propriety,  to  every  variety  of  the  dtfeafe. 
Of  all  the  inflammatory  complaints  to 
which  the  fyftem  is  liable,  that  fpecies  of 
the  diforder  termed  Eryfipclas,  is  obfervcd 
mod  frequently  to  terminate  in  gangrene; 
and  whenevdr  phlegmon  is  in  any  degree 
conjoined  with  an  eryfipelatous  affedion, 
which  it  not  unfrequently  is,  it  feems 
thereby  to  acquire  the  fame  tendency,  by 
being,  as  was  already  remarked,  more  dif- 
ficult to  bring  to  fuppuration  than  the  true 
phlegmon,  and  by  going  on  more  fre- 
quently to  the  niortified  (late. 

T»E  beft  and  moft  effedlual  means  of 
preventing  mortification  in  every  cafe  of 
inflammation,  is  to  endeavour  either  to 
obtain  its  refolution  or  fuppuration  j  the 
different  remedies  for  both  which  purpofes 
have  already  been  fully  pointed  out.  But, 
ih  fbme  cafes,  the  diforder  is  far  advanced, 
and  gangrene  is  already  begun,  before  the 
burgeon's  afliftance  is  called  in ;  and,  in 
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others^  the  inflammation  runs  fo  high,  and 
proceeds  fo  quickly ^  that  gangrene  occurs 
notwithftanding  the  ufc  of  all  the  iremediies 
that  Can  be  applied  :  lb  fonie  indances  fo 
quickly  even,  that  the  iriflanitnatory  ftate 
is  fcarcely  thoroughly  difcerned  till  mor- 
tification appears  to  be  beginning* 

§  2#  Obfervations  on  Carbuncles  as  a  Species  of 
Gangrene. 

This  rapid  progrefs  of  the  difordef' 
icciirs  nioft  frequentiy  in  dafes  of  Car- 
buncles, what  by  the ,  French  are  termed 
Charbons  ;  in  which  the  inflammation  pro- 
ceeds fo  quickly  to  mortification,  that  ther6 
i^  feldom  any  evident  tunior  raifed,  the 
parts  turning  black,  and  ehding  in  real 
gangrene,  often  in  the  cotirfe  of  twenty- 
four  hours  from  the  firft  attack. 

The  quick  progrefs  ufually  made  by  this 
diforder,  renders  it  the  word  arid^erhapi 
the  mofl:  dangerous  fpfecies  of  inlpRnmaf- 
tioii.  For  when  it  dcclirs  internally  upon 
Jlny  of  the  vifcera,  as  it  fometimes  does, 
it  muft,  probably  in  every  inftanrcei  prote 
fatal,  as  no  remedies  with  which  we  arei 
&  ftclquainted 
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acquainted  can  ever  prevent  its  progrefs 
towardB  the  laft  ftage  of  mortification  i 
Fxternally,  indeed,  when  they  are  not 
Tery  extenfivc,  and  iiot  feated  on  any  of 
the  large  blood-ve&k  and  nerves^  car- 
buncles are  frequently  got  the  better  of; 
that  is,  with  the  lofs  of  the  affeded  parts. 

As  carbuncles  commonly  appear  withoiit 
any  evident  external  caufe,  they  are  in  ge- 
neral mod  probably  owin^  to  a  fcorbutic 
or  putrid  (late  of  the  fluids ;  for,  when* 
putrefcency  prevails  in  the  fyftem,  e^ery 
inflammatory  afledtion  that  occurs,  pro- 
ceeds much  more  readily  to  the  mortified 
(late  than  inflammation  in  other  circum- 
ilances  ever  does% 

This  opinion  with  refpedl  to  the  caufe 
of  carbuncles  depending  upon  a  putrefcent 
ftate  of  the  fyftem,  is  particularly  confirm- 
ed by  their  occurring  moft  frequently  asr 
a  fymptom  in  peftilential  diforders  ;  for^  ^ 
although  they  are  fometimes  met  with 
.  even  in  this  country,  where  the  plague 
is  now  never  known,  yet  the  real  caf- 
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J)UOcle  is  far  from  being  a  coiiimon  oc- 
currence. 

In  fuch  inllances  gangrene  is  very  ea£i« 
}y  accounted  ,  for,  from  thfe  prediipofition 
\n  the  fyfteqa  to  putrid  diforders :  but  in 
what  manoer  is  it  produced  by  inflammd- 
tion  in  other  cafes^  and  where  no  fuch  dif- 
jpoHtion  can  be  fuppofed  to  take  place  ? 
This  we  {hall  proceed  to  iiiveftigate. 

§  3.  0/tie  Catifis  (if  Gangrene. 

.  An  increafed  adlion  in  thd  vefleh  of  1 
jyart,  we  have  already  endeavoured  to  efta-* 
olifli  as  the  immediate  or  proximate  caufe 
of  inflammation  \  and  the  fame  caufe,  iti 
is  prefumed,  will,  in  many  inftanees,  ac- 
tount  for  the  rife  of  mortii^cation. 

One  evident  ^ffed  of  an  increafdd  ic-« 
tion  in  the  vcffels,  in  every  cafe  of  inflam- 
ination,  is  a  propuHion,  into  the  fiiialler 
capillaries,  of  a  greater  quantity  of  the 
inore  denfe  parts  of  the  blood  than  natural- 
ly they  were  intended  to  tranfmit.  When 
this  is  not  confiderablc,.  a  due  Circulation 
is  frequently  reftored  in  a  fhort  time,  with- 
G  2  o^t 
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out  any  bad  confequence  whatever ;  nay, 
when  an  adlual  extravafation  of  the  ferous 
part  of  the  blood  into  the  cellular  mem- 
brane has  taken  place  in  fome  degree,  the 
fluid  is  often  reabforbed,  and  a  cur<^  isf  thus 
obtained  by  refolution.  *  But  when  fiich 
extravafation  from  ^  farther  increafe  of 
this  undue  adtion  of  the  veflels  has  taken' 
place  to  a  ftill  greater  degree,  fuppuration 
is  then  mod  frequently  the  confequence. 

When,  again,  a  ftrong  exciting  caufe  is 
applied  to  a  conftitution  already  predit- 
poied  to  inflammatory  complaints ;.  as.  a 
lacerated  wound,,  for  inftance,  in  a  young 
healthy  man  y  the  violent  irritation,  and 
confequent  increafed  adUon  of  the  veflek 
that  enfues,  occafions  the  red  particles  of 
the  blood  to  be  likewife  poured  forth  to- 
gether with  the  ferunu  In  this  mannei: 
a  coUedlion  of  an  extra vafated  fluid  is  pro- 
duced, and  the  great  degree  of  preternatu- 
ral heat  kept  up  by  the  diforder  very  reat- 
dily  excites  in  it  fome  degree  of  fermenta- 
tion ;  which,  from  the  nature  of  the  mat- 
ter it  has  to  atfl  upon>  not  being  able  to  ef^ 
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£^&.  a  fuppuratioa^,  and  the  craflamen- 
ram  of  blood  bteing  particularly  liable  to 
run  into  the  putrid  fermentation  f ,  mor- 
;tificat4pn,  which  we  jtay  her^  confider  a^ 
the  ulti,rc|Late  ftage  of  putrefadtion,  comes 
in  courfe  to  be  produced. 

The  diforder  being,  in  this  manner, 
once  raifed  in  a  part,  the  progrefs  whicji 
it  afterwards  ufually  makes,  does  not  ap- 
pear very  difficult  to  account  for.  The 
^utrefcent  particles  of  the  tumor,  by  infi- 
nuating  themfelves  into  the  cellular  mem?- 
brane  pf  the  neighbouring  ^und  parts,  as 
in  this  manner  ^hey  e^Ptend  the  contagion, 
fo  they  very  foon^  bring  thefe  like  wife  to 
fuflfer.  In  this  ^ay,  the  mordfication  con- 
tinues to  advance  j  till  meeting  with  a  part, 

Q  3  perliap^ 

♦  Mr  Gaber,  wHen  fpeaking  of  his  experiments  upon 
the  crafFamentum  of  bloody  fays>  that  he  could  never"  ob- 
^"tain  genuine  pus  from  it ;  and  farther  adds,  *'  Vero  ii- 
jnilius  ergo  fanguinen^  caet^ris  puris  principiis  admi^tun^ 
ipfum  magis  fo^tidum  et  detenus  reddere,  &c.**  Lpca 
'Citato,  p.  87. 

f  For  fome  animal-fubftances,  fuch  as  urine,  the  bile, 
-  ^nd  the  cralTamentum  of  blood,  fion  putrefy.     Sir  Joh^ 
Jiinj;le's  Experiments^  Appendix^  p.  v|. 
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perhaps,  naturally  more  irritable  than  the 
Others,  or  which  by  this  time  has  been 
rendered  fo  by  the  different  remedies  to 
be  pointed  out,  a  certain  degree  of  new 
itiflafnination  comes  to  be  eafily  induced, 
in  confequence  of  the  ftimulus  wHich  pu- 
trid partiblqs  mud  always  occafion  :  This, 
as  it  renders  the  parts  more  firm  and  com- 
pad,  makes  thein  kfs  eafily  peiletrable  by 
the  puttefcent  contagion ;  and  a  fuppura- 
tion  of  courfe  enfuing  as  a  confeqtience  of 
the  preceding  inflammation,  a  complete  ft- 
paration  of  the  difeafed  from  the  found 
parts  is  thereby,  in  general,  very  foor^ 
tffeaed.  >    -     ^      - 

•  At  leaft,  that  iuch  an  inflammation, 
with  a  conftquent  fuppuration,  does,  ii^ 
cafes  of  real  gangrene,  always  happen  be- 
fore a  feparation  of  the  difeafed  parts  takes 
place,  is  a  fa6l  well  kno^yn  to  every  prac-* 
titioner ;  and  that  the  caufe  affigned  for 
thefe  appearances  is  the  true  on6,  I  think, 
.  from  the  different  circumftancee  taken  no-* 
tice  of,  is  at  leaft  exceedingly  probable. 
Thus  the  local  fymptoms  of  gangrene 
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appear  to  be  pretty  certainly  accounted 
for:  and  the  inking  of  the  pulfe,  which, 
in  cxteafiye  mortifications,  alwavs  occurs, 
and  which  is  by  much  the  moft  remark- 
able change  that  takes  place  in  the  general 
fyftem,  is  a  very  natural  confequence  of 
that  debility,  which  feems  to  be  a  conftant 
and  necefllEiry  attendant  on  a  putrefcent 
(late  of  the  fluids,  from  whatever  caufe 
this  naay  have  arifen  ;  a  circumftance  we 
have  particularly  demonftrated  in  putrid 
fever^  and  in  fcurvy,  where  a  languid 
pulfe  and  general  debility  are  always  ^on- 
fidered  as  the  mofl  charadleriftic  fymp^ 
(oms. 

.%  A*  Of  the  PrognBfis  in  Gangrene. 

In  every  cafe  of  gangrene,  the  progno* 
^8  fhould  at  firft  be  exceedingly  doubt- 
ful ;  for  even  in  the  flighted  afledions  of 
this  nature,  the  fyftem,  from  the  conta* 
gioQ  it  receives  by  the  abforption  of  pu- 
tri4  matter,  is,  in  fome  inftances,  fo  much 
^e<3ted,  that  the  patients  are  fuddenly  car* 
G  4  ried 
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ried  ofF|  without  appearing  previoufly  to 
have  been  in  any  imminent  danger. 

In  fuch  cafes,  however,  as  fucceed  to  in- 
flammation from  an  external  caufe,  where 
the  gangrene  is  neither  very  deep  nor  ex- 
tenfive,  and  where  it  does  not  feem  tp 
fpread,  the  prognoftic  ought  to  be  much 
more  favourable  than  in  thofe  which 
arife  fuddenly  from  an  internal  caufe, 
where  the  mortification  runs  deep,  and 
more  elpecially  when  it  is  ftill  continuing 
to  advance;  in  iwhich  circumftance  the 
greateft  danger  is  always  to  be  appre-r 
handed* 

Indeed,  no  per  (on  whatever,  with  any 
confiderable  mortification,  even  from  an 
external  qaufe,  C4n  be  faid  tp  be.  free  from 
rilk,  till  the  difeafed  parts  are  not  only  fe- 
parated,but  even  entirely  caft  oj0F  from 
the  found  ;  the  poifon  of  putrid  miafmata 
being  of  fuch  a  penetrating  and  deftruc- 
tive  nature,  that  many  inftances  have  oc- 
curred of  patients  being  very  quickly  car- 
If'ied  off,  feemingly  from  this  circumftance 
alone,  long  after  the  progrefs  of  the  morr 
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tification  had  ceafed.  In  fuch  cafes  wc 
prefume,  that  the  putrefcent  miafmata 
prove  deftrudlive,  chiefly  by  their  delete- 
rious influence  on  the  nervous  fyftem.  In 
long  continued  cafes  of  mortification,  the 
general  maf^  of  fluids  may  fo'metimes 
fuffer  merely  from  the  abforption  of  putrid 
effluvia  j  but  as  patients,  labouring  under 
mortification,  frequently  die  fuddenly,  and 
before  any  putrefcency  has  appqared  in  the 
fyftem  at  large,  we  conclude  that  this  mod 
probably  happens  from  fome  efiedl  (produ- 
ced either  upon  the  nerves  or  on  the  fen- 
forium  from  whence  they  originate.  But 
in  whatever  manner  the  putrid  fomes  of 
?  mortified  fpot  may  opera(te,  their  influ- 
ence is  frequently  found  to  be  fo  pernici- 
ous as  to  warrant  the  conclufion  we  have 
formed  ;  namely,  that  no  perfon,  labour- 
ing under  a  real  mortification,  can  be  faid 
to  be  free  from  danger  till  all  the  dife^fed 
parts  are  entirely  removed. 
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J  5.  Of  the  necejfary  Remedies  in  Gangrene. 

In  the  treatment  of  Gangrene,  when  no 
blood-letting  or  other  evacuation  has  been 
prefcribed  during  the  preceding  inflam- 
matory flate  of  the  diforder ;  and  when 
the  general  fymptoms  of  inflammation, 
particularly  a  quick,  full,  or  hard  pulfe, 
ftill  continue  violent  y  and  efpecially  when 
the  patient  is  young  and  plethoric;  it  then 
bccpmes  abfolutely  neceflary,  even  altho* 
mortification  may  have  commenced,  to 
empty  the  veflels  a  little  by  one  general 
blood-letting.  Which,  by  moderating  the 
fever,  and  abating  the  univerlal  heat,  proves 
often  a  fure  means  of  preventing  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  diforder:  and,  in  this  view, 
blood-letting,  in  fuch  cafes,  may,  in  rea- 
lity, be  confidered  as  an  antifeptic ;  and 
it  does  often,  indeed^'in  this  particular  fitu- 
ation  of  mortification,  prove  more  power'- 
fully  fo  than  all  the  diflTerent  articles  in  ge- 
neral enumerated  as  fuch* 

For  the  fame  reafons  that  blood-letting 
is  recommended,  gentle  laxatives,  and  a 
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free  ufe  of  acidulated  cooling  drink,  be- 
come neceffary.  But,  as  in  the  farther 
progrefs  and  continuance  of  mortification, 
the  patient  is  very  apt  to  fink,  and  the 
pulfe  to  turn  languid,  every  evacuation^ 
efpecially  of  blood,  fliould  be  directed  with 
much  caution,  never  to  a  greater  degree 
than  may  feem  to  be  abfolutely  neceffary 
for  moderating  fuch  fytnptoms  as  at  the  time 
appear  to  be  too  vioJent 

When,  again,  as  is  moft  frequently  the 
cafe  when  the  difbrder  has  made  any  con- 
fiderable  progrefs,  the  patient  is  much  re- 
duced, either  by  fevere  evacuations,  or 
merely  by  the  effedls  of  the  complaint; 
when  the  pulfe  is  low,  and  the  other  fymp- 
toms  of  fever  not  confiderable  j  in  thefe 
circumftances  a  very  contrary  treatment 
becomes  neceffary :  the  principal  indica-^ 
tion  now  being  to  prevent  the  fyftem  frona 
finking  too  much,  by  a  proper  ufe  of  cor- 
dials, and  efpecially  by  thofe  of  the  tonic 
Ym^  J  while,  by  the  fame  means,  we  en- 
able it  to  free  itfelf  from,  or  to  caft  off,  th? 
ftiortified  parts.  For,  as  we  have  already 
'-'  ■  -     '  '  '  ob. 
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obfcrved,  the  reparation  of  gangrenous 
from  healthy  found  parts,  being  always 
effedled  by  the  intervention  of  inflamnia- 
tion,  it  fhould  be  our  chief  carre  to  affift 
nature  as  much  as  poffible,  in  exciting  in 
the  fyftem,  by  every  proper  means,  that 
difpofition  which,  from  experience,  we 
know  to  be  moft  favourable  for  the  pro- 
dudlion  of  inflammation  ;  which,  when 
fpeaking  of  the  general  predifpofing  caufes 
of  inflammatory  complaints,  we  have  en- 
deavoured to  fliow,  is  a  full  plethoric  ftate 
of  the  vefTels,  which  at  the  fame  time  is 
generally  conjoined  with  a  more  invigora- 
ted tone  of  the  veflels  themfelves. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  imagined,  that  this 
indication  proves,  in  fome  meafure,  cour 
tradidlory  to  what  we  lately  advifed  with 
refpeft  to  the  propriety  of  blood-letting  in 
fome  cafes  of  gangrene.  When  properly 
confidered,  however,  it  will  by  no  means 
appear  to  be  fo.  For  we  well  knqw,  that, 
in  every  diforder  to  which  the  fyftem  is 
liable,  an  over^^ofe  of  the  moft  effedlual 
remedy  will  often  prove  juft  as  detrimental 
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as  a  medicine  of  the  moft  oppofite  ten- 
dency :  and,  in  the'  fame  manner,  though 
a  certain  degree  of  inflammation  is,  per- 
haps, abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  cure  of 
every  gangrjene ;  yet,  in  a  very  high  de- 
gree, it  becomes  always  exceedingly  hurt- 
ful 

With  a  view  to  fulfil  the  intention' of 
this  indication,  a  good  nouri(hing  diet  be- 
comes neceflary,  with  fuch  a  proportion 
of  generous  wine  as  the  patient's  ftrength 
and  fymptoms  of  the  diforder  may  fcem  to 
require. 

By  a  due  attention  to  this  circumftance 
of  regimen,  particularly  by  a  proper  allow- 
ance of  wine,  much  more  real  advantage 
is  commonly  obtained  than  ever  occurs 
from  the  ufe  of  the  whole  tribe  of  ftimu- 
lating  warm  cordials.  When,  however, 
the  patient  is  much  reduced,  and  very  lan- 
guid, fome  of  thefe,  fuch  aa  the  volatile  al- 
kali,andconfedio  cardiaca,may,at  the  fame 
time,  and  in  fuch  quantities,  be  prefcribed, 
as  the  patient's  immediate  fitua/tion  appears 
to  render  neceflary. 

But 
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But  of  all  the  medicines  hitherto  ufcd 
in  mortification,  none  proves  fo  certainly 
efficacious  as  the  Cortei  Peruvianus,  which 
has  often  a  very  evident  and  powerful  in- 
fluence in  putting  a  Hop  to  the  diforder. 
*  As  it  is  a  very  powerful  tonic  remedy^  it 
iiiay  probably  adl  by  invigorating  the  ge- 
neral fyftem ;  and  thus,  by  rendering  it 
tnore  fufceptible  of  that  inflammatory  ten- 
dency, which  we  have  fliown  to  be  fo  ne-^ 
ccflary  for  efleding  a  feparation  of  mortir 
fled  parts,  it  may  in  this  manner  enable  it 
to  free  itfeJf  from  them.  It  may  likewife, 
perhaps,  in  fome  infl:ance8,  aiSi  as  an  ami- 
feptic,  merely  by  correding  putrefac- 
tion ;  though,  in  the  former  mode  of  ope- 
rating, its  effeds,  v^e  apprehend,  are  gene- 
rally much  more  confiderable  than  in  the 
latter. 

In  whatever  manner  the  bark  operates, 
however,  it  can  in  iio  cafe  of  mortification 
l)e  ever,  with  propriety,  omitted,  excepting 
in  the  firft  ftage  of  the  diforder,  while  fe- 
deral of  the  inflammatory  fymptoms  yet 
remain  violent ;  but,  as  fooh  as  thefe  ard 
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tolerably  abated,  it  may  always,  both  with 
fafety  and  advantage,  be  employed. 

The  beft  rule  with  relpedl  to  the  quan- 
tity of  the  medicipe  to  be  exhibited,  is  to 
give  it  always  in  as  large  dofes,  and  thefe 
to  be  as  frequently  repeated,  as  the  fto- 
mach  can  cafily  bean  It  is  a  great  incon- 
venience, however,  which  is  found  to  at^ 
tend  almoft  every  Cafe  of  gangrene,  that 
theftomach  can  feldom  bear  a  fufflcient 
quantity  of  the  bark  in  fubftance,  which 
is  always,  we  may  remark,  the  bef!  mode 
6f  ufing  it ;  but  particularly  in  this  dili 
order,  when  none  of  the  finer  preparations 
6f  the  miedicine  are  ever  fo  much  to  be 
depended  on. 

Of  all  the  different  forms  employed  for 
exhibiting  bark,  1  have  generally  found  it 
fit  eafieli  on  the  ftomach  when  conjoined 
with  fome  of  the  fpirituous  waters  ;  and 
to  the  ufe  of  which,  in  fuch  cafes  of  gan- 
grene as  bark  itfelf  is  proper  in,  there  can 
never  be  any  objedlion.  The  following 
formula  is   far  from  being  difagrecable, 

and 
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and  I  have  known  it  anfwer  with  patients 
whofe  ftomachs  reje<flcd  every  other, 

R.  Aq.  alexiter.  fimp. 

cinnamon,  fort,  aa  nnc  iii. 
aromatic,  unc.  ii. 

Pulv.  cort.  Peruv.  fabtil.  unc.  fs,  mifce ; 
coch.  ii.  omoi  femihdra  fumendis,  agi- 
tata phiala. 

In  this  manner  a  drachm  of  the  bark 
comes  to  be  taken  every  hour,  which,  in 
general,  in  lefs  than  twenty*four  honrs^ 
has  a  confiderable  influence  in  producing 
a  change  oa  the  diforder.  A  great  deal 
depends  upon  the  medicine  being  in  a  fine 
powder,  as  patients  often  bear  confiderabk 
quantities  of  it  in  that  (late,  when  they  re* 
je<5l  even  very  fmall  dofes  of  a  courfe  pow- 
der. 

As  %  fpecies  of  bark  has  lately  been 
much  employed,  of  a  more  deep  red  co- 
lour than  the  kind  in  ordinary  ufe,^I  thii^k 
it  right  to  mention  the  refult  of  my  own 
experience  of  it.  I  cannot  pretend  to  form 
aiuy  judgment  of  the  effeifts  of  this  remedy 
in  the  cure  of  intermittents,  as,  in  Edin- 
burgh 
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iburgh  and  its  environs,  ague*  dre  very 
ranely  met  with*  But,  fo  far  as  1  hiye  yet 
feen,  it^  influence^  in  cafes  of  gangrene,  and 
in  cotTc€lihg  the  thin  fetid  difcharge  of 
putrid  ulcers,  is  far  inferior  to  that  of  the 
bed  ordinary  bark  of  a  brown  or  cinna- 
moti  colour.  One  very  remarfcablfe  irt- 
ftance  of  thiis  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
fiiention  i  A  geiltleman,  for  feveral  years^ 
had  l^bdur^d  under  a  finuous  ulcer^  the 
difcharge  of  which,  bnte  iA  two  or  three 
ttonthfi,  always  became  thin,  putrid,  and 
tery  itcrid.  The  influence  bf  cbmmon  barkj 
in  corre<5iing  this,  was  fo  remarkable,  that 
*  few  dofes  df  it  comitionly  hid  a  coilfi- 
derable  eflfed  in  rendei^ing  the  matter  thick 
and  much  left  offerifive.  From  the  tafte, 
tad  other  fenfible  qualities  of  the  red  bark^ 
being  lirongeg^tott  thofe  df  the  ordinary 
.^^ifli^i^^  dt  ftrft  inelined  to  think  favour-^ 
libly  of  it ;  and  among  others  I  prefcribed 
it  to  this  patient*  But  although  he  conti- 
nued for  federal  days  to  take  it  in  the  fame 
dgfes  he  had  always  ufed  of  the  other^ 
he  did  not  experience  any  advantage  from 
,.•         "  H  its 
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it ;  while,  on  the  other  hand^  on  the  com** 
mon  bark  being  again  employed,  the 
matter  from  being  thin  and  fetid,  was 
quickly  converted  into  ptis  of  a  proper 
confiilence. 

One  trial,  however,  is  by  no  me^ns  fuf-* 
ficient  for  enabling  us  to  form  a  juft  opi- 
nioh  of  any  medicine  :  And  accordiagly  I 
was  refolved  to  put  it  to  the  fame  teft  ia 
future  occurrences  of  a  finailar  nature.  It 
has  now  been  three  times  tried  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  the  refuk  has  been  always 
the  fame.  The  red  bark  has  never  produ^ 
ced  any  change  on  the  nature  of  the  difi* 
charge,  while  the  iniluence  of  the  other  hat 
been  uniformly  the  fame,  indeed,  our  pa- 
tient i^  now  fo  much  convinced  of  the  in* 
efficacy  of  the  former,  that  it  is  with  «-* 
lu(5lance  he  is  induced  to  take  it ;  although, 
at  firft,  his  expectations  from  it  were  raifed 
very  high,  not  only  from  the  opinion  I  had 
endeavoured  to  give  of  it,  but  from  the 
high  panegyrics  bellowed  on  it  by  others. 

This  is  the  moft  remarkable  cafe  I  have 
met  with  for  comparing  the  effects  of  the 

dif- 
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di£Ferent  kinds  of  bark :  but  I  have  likewife 
ieen  the  red  bark  fail  in  other  caf^s^  where  . 
the  common  kind  of  it  proved  evident!/; 
ufefol ;  ib  that,  although  I  cannot  with, 
certainty  fay  that  the  red  bark  will  never 
prove  nfeful  in  cafe$  of  mortification,  and 
in  fuch  ulcers  as  we  have  defcribed,  yet  front 
the  refult  of  all  the  experience  I  have  yet 
had  of  it,  I  am  inclmed  to  confider  it  as  o£ 
a  very  inferior  nature  to  tlie  other.  Far* 
ther  obfervation,  however,  is  ncceflkry  ta 
determine  a  matter  of  fuch  importance* 

Together  with  bark,  the  vitriolic  acid  isl 
frequently  employed  with  advantage  j  and 
the  beft  form  of  ufing  it  is,  by  acidulating 
air  the  patient's  drink  with  elixir  of  vitrioU 

Tbefe  are  almoft  the  only  internal  re- 
medies to  be  depended  on  in  cafes  of  gan-* 
grene*  Many  othei*s,  indeed,  have  been 
itcommended ;  but  all  the  advantages  to 
be  obtained  from  any  T)f  them,  may  bd 
procured  with  more  certainty  from  fome  or 
all  of  tho&  we  have  already  enumerated. 

In  the  way  of  external  application,  w« 

find  a  variety  of  remedies  pointed  out  by 

H  2  authorsi 
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authors,  and  particularly  thofe  of  the  an* 
tifeptic  kind  ;  fuch  as  all  the  warm  gums 
and  baliams,  ardent  fpirits,  and  even  al- 
cohol :  and  to  admit  of  their  nearer:  appli- 
(Nation  to  the  found  parts  witli  a  view  to 
the  prefervation  of  thefc  from  putrefadlion, 
deep  fcarifications  through  the  difeafed 
and  into  the  found  parts  have  been  gene^- 
rally  recommended* 

But^  although  fudbr  articles  may  be  of 
tife  in  preferving  ^^^  animal- fubftances 
from  corruption ;  yet  that  they  will  always 
prove  ferviceable,  in  the  fame  manner,  in 
living  bodies,  is  probably  Tery  much  to  be 
doubted.  And  it  is  even  ajpprehen^ed,  by 
the  ftrong  irritation  they  always  occafioin 
when  applied  to  a  living  fibre,  that,  in  fuch 
cafts  as  the  prefent,  they  may  rather  do 
mifchief ;  it  being  only,  as  we  already  ob- 
lerved,  a  very  flight  degree  of  inflamma-- 
tion  that  is  required.  The  incifions  too^ 
When  carried  into  the  found  parts,  with  a 
view  to  facilitate  the  operation  of  fuch  re- 
ftiedies,  may  likewife  do  harm  j  not  only 
from  the  riik  of  wounding  the  blood- vef^ 
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fels,  nerves,  and  tendons,  that  lie  in  the 
way;  but  alfo,  by  allowing  a  free  and  fea- 
ther entrance  of  the  putrefcent  fluids  mtp 
the  parts  not  yet  affedled ;  And  unlefs  they 
are  carried  fo  deep  as  freely  to  reach  th)5 
found  parts,  applications  of  the  antifepuc 
kind  can  never  have  any  effcA  in  anfwering 
the  purpofe  for  which  they  are  intended. 
For  thefe  reafons,  and  from  never  having 
obferved  any  advantages  to  accrue  fronci 
fcarifications,  I  have  long  thought  that  they 
m^ht  be  entirely  laid  afide  *. 

H  3  Theriac 

♦  Although  I  was  convinced  from  experience  ©f 
vhat  is  here  advanced  againft  the  ufe  of  fcarifications, 
as  well  as  of  the  impropriety  and  inefficacy  of  very 
warm  ftimuladng  applications  in  cafes  of  mortificar 
tion ;  it  was  not  without  diffidence  that  I  firft  ventu^ 
red  to  affert  it,  the  opinion  at  that  time  being,  in  this 
place  at  leaft,  in  a  great  meafure  new.  I  am  now 
bdsppy  CO  find,  however,  in  a  late  publication,  the  Tame 
practice  recommended  from  the  bed  authority.  Fide 
Chirurgical  Obferyations  by  Percival  Pott,  F.  R.  S.  &c. 

In  ihc  fame  publication  is  given  a  particular  defcrip- 
don  of  a  Ipeciei  of  n^^rtificalion  incident  to  the  toes 
and  feet^  in  which  Peru|vian  bark  has  little  or  no  influ- 
ence, and  in  which  opium,  given  in  large  dofes,  fre^. 
cuently  repeated,  proves  a  isery  effedual  remedy. 
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Thcriac  was,  In  former  tinaes,  and  ftill  is 
with  fome  praditioiiers,  a  very  common 
uppUcation  in  every  cafe  of  gangrene ;  but 
from  any  opportunities  I  have  had  of  feeing 
it  ufed,  I  cannot  fay  that  it  ever  feemed  to 
produce  any  evident  good  effe<Sls. 

All  the  advantages  commonly  derived 
from  the  great  variety  of  applications  re- 
commended for  gangrene,  arc  obtained 
■with  more  eafe,  and  generally  too  with 
more  certainty,  from  the  ufe  of  any  gently 
ilimulating  embrocation;  which,  by  ex- 
citing a  flight  irritation  upon  the  furface, 
and  efpecially  when  aflifted  by  a  free  ufq 
of  the  bait,  as  was  already  direfted,  at 
laft  commonly  produces  fuch  a  degree  of 
inflammation  as  is  wifhed  for.  With  this 
view,  I  have  frequently  known  a  weak  fb* 
lution  offal  ammoniac  in  vinegar  and  wa- 
t^r  anfwer  exceedingly  well  j  a  drachm  of 
the  fait  to  two  ounces  of  vinegar  and  fix 
of  water,  form  a  mixture  of  a  very  proper 
ftrength  for  every  purpofe  of  this  kind  j  but 
the  degree  of  ftimulus  can  be  eafily  either 
iacreafed  or  diminilhed  according  to  cir^ 
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cumilances,  by  ufing  a  larger  or  fmaller 
pi^mtioii  of  the  falc 

Although,  for  the  reafons  we  have  al^ 
ready  odvaiiced,  incifions  may  not,  in  ge- 
neral, be  proper ;  yet,  whenever  the  mor-^ 
tification  runs  very  deep,  it  i«.  of  fervicc  to 
make  fcarifiouioai  into  the  difeafed  partt^ 
ib  JL8  to  remove  a  portion  of  them,  which, 
by  caking  off  a  coafiderable  load^  perhaps, 
of  putrid  dead  matter,  not  only  \ci!kn&  the 
fetor,  which  in  fuch  cafe^  is  always  confi-* 
derable }  but  often  renders  it  more  eafy 
for  the  (bund  parts  to  free  themfelves  from 
the  remainder :  When  with  this  view,  how* 
ever,  incifions  are  employed,  care  ihould 
always  be  taken  that  they  be  not  carried 
the  length  of  the  ibund  parta^ 

Whenever,  either  by  the  means  we  have 
recommended,  or  by  the  effeds  of  a  natu* 
ral  exertion  of  the  fyflem,  a  flight  inflam* 
mation  begins  to  ariie  between  the  difeafed 
and  found  parts,  we  may  in  general,  with 
tolerable  certainty,  exped,  that^  in  due 
time,  a  thorough  feparation  will  take 
place ;  and,  whei^  a  full  i^ppuration  has 
H  4  fairly 
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fairfy  commenced,  there  then  can  be  little 
doubt  but  that  the  mortified  parts  will  ha 
very  foon  and  cafily  remorod. 

A  feparation  being  completely  effeflcd^ 
the  remaining  i^re%  whiplk  is  then  to  Jbfi 
confidericd.  merely  a«  a  fimple  purukpt  wU 
cer,  may  be  treated  in  the  fame  manner  as 
fuch  fores  generally  are,  with  veryflightt 
eafy^reflings  j  at  the  fame  time  that  pro-: 
per  attention  muft  ^lway«  be  paid  to  fiip^ 
port  the  ftrength  of  the  fyftem,  by  the  poor 
tiouance  pf  a  nourifliing  diet,  the  bark^ 
and  fuch  qvu^tiU^$  qf  w^ne  a^  may  feeo^ 
to  be  ncccifary. 

Although  fuch  ulcers,  l^o^^ever,  as  re- 
main after  gangrenous  affedlions  that  hav^ 
not  been  veur  c:8:tenfive,  may,  in  general^ 
be  healed  in  the  manner  now  mentioned; 
yet,  in  mortifications  feated  on  the  cxtre^ 
mities,  and  which  haye  penetrated  to  th^ 
bones,  it  fometimes  happens  tlxat  the  whol^ 
furrounding  foft  parts  come  to  be  dpftroyed, 
fo  that  ainputation  of  the  member  is  there-: 
by  rendered  neceflary.  But  we  fhpuld  ne-y 
yer  have  recouffe  to  amputation  till  a  full 
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and  thQFcmgh  reparation  of  the  mdrtifi^jl 
parts  has  Vfk^  pla^e  :  fo  ^at  it  ought,  19 
every  cafe  of  gangrene,  to  be  heW  as  aa 
eftablifhed  maxim,*  never  to  amputate  a 
member  till  a  full  (lop  has  been  put  to  the 
difeafe,  or  even  till  a  complete  feparation  of 
the  mortificfation  from  the  found  parts  has 
been  produced.  For  although  the  parts 
immediately  contiguous  to  thofe  evidently 
difeafed,  may  outwardly  appear  to  be 
found,  yet  there  can  never  be  any  ccr- 
taiaty  of  thofe,  even  diredlly  below,  re- 
maining fo  till  a  feparation  occurs  ;  fy  till 
this  has  evidently  taken  place,  we  can  never 
liave  any  fecurity  for  the  diforder  not  re* 
turning,  and  perhaps  immediately  too,  up- 
on the  remaining  ftump« 

It  muft  be  obferved,  however,  that  as 
foon  as  an  entire  feparation  of  the  gangrene 
has-  occurred,  no  time  ihould  be  unnecef- 
farily  loft  in  putting  the  operation  in  prac- 
tice ;  for,  as  long  as  any  of  the  corrupted 
parts  remain  in  contadl  with  the  founds 
|hc  fyftem  muft  ftill  be  fuffering  confider- 

ably. 
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ablj,  by  die  cooftant  abforptlon  of  pntreA 
cent  particles,  that  ib  loQg  will  imdoabt- 
edly  take  ^ace. 
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On  the  Tkcory  and  Treatment  of  Ulc  er8» 
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SECTION     !• 

Ohfervatitms  on  If  ken  in  general. 

BY  different  authors  very  different  de- 
finitions have  been  given  of  the  term 
Ulcer :  But  what  in  general  feems  to  be 
underftood  by  it  is,  A  folution  of  conti- 
nuity in  any  of  the  fofter  parts  of  the  body, 
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difcharging  either  pus,(anie6y  or  any  other 
vitiated  mattery  and  thrs^  whether  the 
complaint  may  have  originally  proceeded 
from  an  internal  or  an  external  caufe. 

Many  writers,  indeed,  have  confined  the 
term  to  fuch  fores  as  are  the  confequence 
of  fome  internal  diforder  of  the  fyilem. 
But  in  this  they  have  certainly  erred  :  for 
even  the  moft  fimple  wound,  not  in  the 
leaft  connedled  with  any  other  difeafe,  if 
it  does  not  heal  by  ^hat  is  called  the  firft 
intention,  without  the  formation  of  mat* 
ter,  muft,  in  its  progrefs  to^omrds  a  curef^ 
always  end  in  an  ulcer. 

Although,  in  compliance  with  cuftom, 
we  have^  in  die  definition,  confined  the  feat 
of  ulcers  to  the  foft  parts  only ;  yet  that 
ulcers  of  the  bones  do  likewife  occur^  is 
certain.  Thus  eyerjr  fpecies  of  caries  at* 
tended  with  loft  of  fubftance,  may,  with 
propriety,  be  termed  an  ulcer  j  ^d  it  is 
fo  in  reality,  both  In  its  appea^^nge^  ai^ 
cffefts.  - 

But,  in  order  to  prevent  fuch  confufion 
as  commonly  occurs  froto  the  introduction 
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of  more  diAiiiiSlions  than  ^are  ablolutelf 
n^ceflary,  I  mean  to  confider  caries  as  aqi 
Accidental  fymptom  of  ulcers,  and  to  fpeak 
of  it  under  the  general  denomination  of 
Carious  Ulcer. 

Ulcers,  have  been  commonly  diftin- 
guiihed  by  dtfierent  appellations,  according 
to  fome  particular  circumftance  attending 
them  ;  and  different  nletbods  of  cure  have 
accordingly  been  pointed  out  ior  each. 
And  if  thefe  had  been  taken  from  charac« 
teriftics  fufficiently  diftindl,  and  of  any 
i€al  confequence  either  in  the  theory  or 
treatment  of  the  different  diforders,  they 
would  certainly  have  been  material,  and 
ought  to  be  retained  But  as  it  is  evident^ 
that  many  of  them  have  been  formed  from 
drcum dances  either  not  very  obvious,  or 
from  fuch  as  are  merely  accidental,  and 
Aat  do  not,  therefore,  afford  any  real  dif- 
bndion,  to  adhere  to  tliefe  could  never  be 
ppodudive  of  any  advantage ;  and  might 
even,  it  as  prefumed,  frequently  do  mis- 
chief, by  leading  to  a  more  complicated 
pra^ice,  when  a  much  mpre  fimple  treat- 
meat 


Digitized  by 


Google 


126  Ohfi^Witkns  m  Part  II. 

nent  wodld  probtbly  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofc* 

The  di£&rent  circumftances  from  which 
ulcers  have  received  their  denominations! 
are, 

1.  From  the  general  aippearances  of  the 
Iblids  in  the  parts  difeafed :  as  the  Callous, 
Fungous,  Fiftulous,  &c« 

2,  From  the  nature  of  the  matter  dis- 
charged :  as  the  Ichorous,  Sordid,  and 
Purulent;  from  their  dilcharging  a  thin 
idler,  a  more  vifcid  glutinous  kind  of 
matter  termed  fordes,  and  purulent  mat* 
ter* 

3*  From  their  duration  j  a»  the  Recent, 
and  HabituaL 

4«  From  the  attendant  fymptoms  being 
mild  or  violent,  they  are  denominated  Be-» 
nign  or  Malignant  And, 
.  5.  They  have  been  termed  Venereal^ 
Scorbutic,  or  Scrophulous,  according  as 
they  have  been  fuppoied  to  be  conne<5led 
with  the  Lues  Venerea,  the  Scurvy,  or 
Scrophula. 
Though  it  may  be  proper  for  praditioners 
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to  be  acquainted  with  diefe  aod  other  termt 
that  have  been  uiedi  in  order  more  acca<* 
ratelj  to  undorftand  die  meaning  of  ati-> 
thors^  and  to  explain  to  one  another  dio 
appearances  of  difeafes ;  yet  it  is  exceeding- 
ly obrious^  that  many  of  the  diftindionsi 
ireineet  with  in  books^  have  been  taken 
from  circumftances  quite  too  trivial  to 
have  any  real  influence  on  the  difbtxlers^ 
and  which  conftquendy  can  have  no  other 
dOPed  than  to  embarrafs  and  perplex  all 
fach  as  enter  upon  the  ftudy  of  this  brandbi 
ofpradtice. 

$  I.  0/ the  Arrangement  tfTIkerf. 

The  following  arrangement  of  ulcers, 
at  the  fame  time  that  it  appears  to  be  ex« 
ceedingly  fimple  and  natural^  comprehends 
ctery  fp«cies  of  the  complaint  that  can 
occur ;  and,  if  tduly  attended  to,  will,  we 
hope,  render  the  method  of  treating  them 
more  efieiftual,  and  at  the  fame  time  more 
certain  than  in  general  it  is  found  to  be. 

Ulcers,  then,  may  be  divided  into  two 

gene- 
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general  dafles.  In  the  firft  we  mfean  to  com-* 
prehend  all  fuch  as  are  merely  local,  and 
that  do  not  depend  upon  any  diforder  of 
the  fyftem. 

•  In  the  fecond  ckis  all  fuch  ulcers  are 
included  as  are  the  confequcnce  of,  or  that 
are  conneifled  with,  any  diforder  of  the 
conftitution* 

The  importance  of  fUch  a  clafli^catiofl 
appears  evident  from  the  very  great  differ- 
ence in  the  treatment,  which  undoubtedly 
ihould  take  place^  between  ulcers  that  are 
only  topical  affeiSlions,  and  fuch  as  ate 
connected  with  any  diforder  of  the  fy* 
ilem.  It  is  frequently,  indeed,  from  want 
of  due  attention  t<J  a  diftinAion  of  this 
nature,  that  the  treatment  of  ulcers  is  ren* 
dered  fo  tedious  and  uncertain  as  it  very 
often  is.  For,  by  forming  a  diagnofis  too 
hallily,  and  by  treating  an  ulcer  that  is 
merely  a  topical  affedion,  with  remedies 
diredled  to  fome  diforder  /  of  the  general 
fyftem,  many  are  forced  to  undergo  very 
unneceffary  courfes  of  medicine,  and  may 
thereby  have  their  conftitutioiis  irrepa- 
rably hurt.  >>.  ' 

A 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Se(5l.  L  Ulcers  in  general.  129 

:  A  contrary  error,  again,  not  unfrequent- 
iy  happens,  which  is  Ibmetimes  attended 
with' very  difagreeable  confequences,  name* 
ly,  the  treating,  as  Crtxplc  loc^l  affcdioas, 
thofc  ulcers  which  are  certainly  owing  to 
fome  general  diforder  of  the  habit ;  ahd 
which  it  is,  therefore,  in  vain  to  e^ipedl  to 
cure  by  topical  remedies  only,  unlefs  the 
difeafo  of  the  cdnftitutlon  be  at  the  fame 
time  attended  to.  Sometimes^  too;  an  ul- 
fcer  is  treated  as  a  diforder  of  the  cbnftitu* 
tion  ;  but,  by  miftaking  th€  nature  of  the 
complaint,  which  of  coiirfe  mitft  occafion 
a  mifapplication  ^f  remedies,  th6  cure  of 
the  fore  is  thereby  not  only  greatly  retard* 
fed,  btit  the  fyftem  iri  other  refpeds  is  of- 
ten brdught  to  fu£Fer  very  materially. 

Thus,  an  ulcer  connected  with  a  fc6r- 
buric  habit  of  body,  is  not  unfrequently 
xriiftaken  for,  and  treated  as,  a  leprous,  or 
perhaps  a*  venereal  afFedlion;  a  circumftance 
which  murt  undoubtedly  lead  to  a  kind  of 
pradice  that  will  frequently  be  attended 
with  difagreeable  confequences. 
.  The  only  caufe  that  can  occur,  to  occa- 
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fion  fuch  miftakes  in  pradtice^  is  the  want 
of  a  proper  fet  of  diagnoftic  .Symptoms  for 
the  fcveral  fpecics  of  ulcers.  This,  in  the 
enfuing  iecflions,  we  have  in-  fome  mea- 
fure  endeavoured  to  remedy,  by  enume* 
rating,  as  clearly  and  concifely  as  pofUble, 
the  different  ch^radlcriftic  fymptoms  of 
each :  the  feveral  varieties  we  have  men^ 
tioned  contain  every  diftindlion  of  impor- 
tance ;  but  as  they  are  not  near  fo  nume- 
rous as  thofe  commonly  enumerated  by 
authors,  the  means  of  di(lin€lion:  we  have 
propofed  will  probably  chara<Slerife  them 
with  more  precifion  than  ulcers  in  gene- 
ral have  hitherto  been. 
-  But  before  going  on  to  the  particular 
confideration  of  the  different  fpecies  of  the 
diforder,  it  will  not  be  improper,  in  the 
firft  place,  to  make  a  few  obfervations  upon 
ulcers  in  general;  and  firft  with  refpeift 
to  their  caufes. 


5  2,  0/the  Caufes  of  Ulcers  ihgenerall 

The  caufes  which.  In  different  circum- 

ftances^; 
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ftanceis,  may  give  occaiion  to  ulcers,  ai-e 
Exceedingly  various  ;  but  in  general  they 
are  found,  on  examination,  to  arife  froni 
one  or  other  of  the  following  nature. 

!•  Frdm  fuch  as  may  be  termed  Occa* 
fional  or  E?:citiiig  Caufes  :  Of  which  kinds 
aire,  wounds  in.  general — bruifes  eliding  iii 
fuppuration — burns  —  and  inflammation, 
from  whacevef  caufe  it  may  have  arifen, 
when  it  terrhinates  either  in  gangrene  6r 
fuppurationi 

2.  From  fuch  as  with  propriety  may  be 
termed  Predifpofing  Caufes  ;  of  which  kind 
are  confideted,  all  difdrders  of  the  fyftem 
in  gerierail,  atteiided  with  determinations 
to,  or  affedlions  of,  particular  parts  :  luch 
is  fevers  of  alL  kinds  that  terminate  in 
what  are  called  Critical  AbfcefTes-^alfo 
hies  venerea — ^fcrophula— -and  fcurvy. 

3.  Ulcers  may  proceed  from  a  combina* 
tion  of  the  tw6  foregoing  caufes.  Thus  a 
flight  fcratch,  or  excoriation,  that  in  a 
found  conftitution  would  heal  without 
iny  trouble,  in  a  habit  tainted  with  any 
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of  the  above-mentioned  diforders  will  fre- 
quently produce  a  very  difagreeable  and 
tedious  ulcer. 

S  3-  Of  the  Frognojis  of  Ulcers  in  general. 

The  caufes  of  ulcers  being  fo  very  va- 
rious both  in  their  nature  and  effedls,  the 
prognofis  to  be  given  in  all  fuch  complaints 
muft,  it  is  evident,  be  no  lefs  to* 

I.  It  muft  depend  upon  the  nature  of 
the  diflPerent  exciting  caufes  that  may  have 
given  rife  to  the  difbrder. 

2;  Upon  the  fituation  of  the  fores;  and, 

3.  On  the  time  of  life  and  habit  of  body 
of  the  patient  at  the  time. 

With  refpeA  to  the  firft  of  thefe,  it  » 
evident,  that  the  occafional  caufe  muft 
have  a  very  confiderable  influence  on  the 
nature  of  the  complaint.  Thus  an  ulcer 
proceeding  from  a  fimple  v^onnd,  infltifV- 
ed  ^wfth  a  clean  cutting  inftrument,  will, 
csBteris  paribus,  always  heal  more  eafily, 
than  one  that  has  been  the  confequcnce, 
either  of  a  fevere  bniife,  or  of  a  wound 
fopm  a  foul  ragged  inftrument. 

It 
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It  is  likewife  found,  that  puncflured 
wounds  arc  much  more  difficult  of  cure, 
than  fuch  as  have  large  free  openings ;  and 
this  again  may  be  xjwing  to  two  different 
reafonsn 

!•  To  the  want  of  a  free  exit  to  the 
matter  j  which,  in  pun(5lured  wounds,  is 
very  apt  to  insinuate  itfelf  between  the 
common  teguments  and  mufcles,  and  even 
between  the  interflices  of  the  different  muf- 
cles themfelves  :  a  circumftance  that  fre- 
quently lays  the  foundation  of  very  trou- 
blefome  finufes. 

2*  Pain  and  inflammation  are  always 
much  more  troublefome  in  wounds  occa- 
fioned  by  pundlures,  than  in  thofe  where 
,the  parts  have  been  freely  and  extenfively 
divided.  For  it  is  found  by  experience, 
that  the  irritation  occafioned  by  the  par- 
tial divifion,  either  of  a  nerve  or  of  a  ten- 
don, proves  always  much  more  confider- 
able  than  when  the  parts  have  been  tho- 
roughly cut  in  two :  And  hence  has  arifea 
the  pradice  of  enlarging  all  fuch  wounds  ; 
yfhi(;h  often  carries  off  the  pain  and  in- 
I  X  ip[s^mmatory 
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flammatory  fymptoms  more  effccfhially, 
than  all  the  applications  and  remedies  that 
in  flich  cafes  are  generally  recommended. 
Secondly^  The  qure  of  ulcers,  it  was  ob- 
ferved,  is  confiderably  influenced  by  their 
fituation ;  and  this,  we  may  remark,  is  thq 
cafe  in  two  different  refpecj^s. 

1.  With  refpedl  to  the  nature  and  orga- 
nization of  the  parts  on  which  they  are 
ieated ;  and, 

2.  As  to  their  fituation  on  the  trunk  Off 
the  body,  or  on  the  upper  or  lower  extre- 
mities. 

Thus  it  was  long  ago  remarked,  and  it 
has  fince  been  confirmed  by  experience, 
that  ulcers  in  the  foft  flefhy  parts  heal 
much  more  eafily,  than  when  the  tendons, 
aponeurofes  of  miifcles,  glands,  periofteum, 
br  bones,  are  affedled. 

The  pain  occafioned  by  fores  in  the  foft 
mufcular  parts  is  not  fo  confiderable,  the 
difcharge  is  generally  better-conditioned, 
and  the  cure  commonly  advances  more 
quickly,  than  when  any  of  the  other  parts 
are  the  feats  of  the  diforder  :  And,  on  the 
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lother  hand,  whether  ulcers-  are  feated  in 
the  cellular  membrane,  in  -the  tendons^ 
periofteum,  or  bones,  their  cure  is  always 
obfcrved  to  go  on  much  more  eafiiy  when 
feated  in  the  trunk  of  the  body,  than  on 
any  of  the  extremities  ^  and  of  thefe,  again^ 
the  legs  ^nd  feeft  are  found  by  every  prac- 
titioner to  -be  the  mod  troublefome  fitua- 
tion  for  fores  of  every  kind. 

The  depending   fituattbn  of  the  latter 

feems  to  be  the  principal  caufe  of  fuch  a 

difference  :  for  the  fluids  having,  in  them, 

to  proceed  in  a  dire<5tion  xjuite  contrary  to 

their  own  gravity  ;  and  this  too  at  fuch  a 

confiderable  diftance  from  the  heart,  wher^ 

the  influence  of  that  organ  cannot  be  ms^- 

tcrial ;  whenever  any  of  the  parts  happen 

to  lofe  their  tone,  or  by  any  accident  fuffer 

in  their  arrangement,  fwellings,  efpecialljr 

thofe  of  the  ferous  kinds,  very  ijaturally 

occur.     And,  when  fuch  fwellings  do  arife 

in  the  neighbourhood  of  ulcers,  by  occa- 

fioning  too  great  an  afflux  of  matter  to  the 

fores,  the  difcharge  at;  laft  becomes  vitiated 

ia  its  quality  likewife  ;  and  thus  the  cure 

I  4  i* 
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is  protraded,  till  the  parts,  by  reft  and 
proper  management,  have  again  recovered 
their  natural  tone. 

It  is  from  this  circumftance  chic%,  that 
a  material  part  of  the  cure  in  ulcers  qf  the 
legs  is  foimd  to  be  obtained  from  reft,  and 
in  keeping  the  limb  in  an  horizontal  po* 
fture.  One  great  advantage  too  pf  the  laced 
flocking,  in  fuch  cafes,  confifts  in  its  ten- 
dency to  prevent  thefe  kinds  of  fwellings : 
This  will  hereafter,  hqwever,  be  more  par- 
ticularly taken  notice  of. 

The  fituation  of  ulcers,  with  refpei^l  to 
the  neighbourhood  of  large  blood-veflels 
and  nerves,  from  the  danger  of  thefe  at 
laft  becoming  affeded,  muft,  lifcewifc, 
have  a  confiderable  influence  on  the  prog- 
nofis  ;  as  ought  alfo  their  being  feated  up- 
on, or  very  near  to,  any  of  the  large  joints  j 
or  there  being  any  rifk,  from  their  fitua- 
tion, of  the  matter  penetrating  into  either 
of  the  cavities  of  the  cheft  or  abdomen. 

It  was,  in  the  third  place,  obferved,  that 
%Ik  prognofis,  in  every  cafe  of  ulcer,  fhould 
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be  mvich  influenced  by  the  age  and  habit 
of  the  patient. 

Thus,  in  young  healthy  people,  all  the 
fecretions  are  ♦  commonly  better  propor- 
tioned, both  in  quantity  and  quality,  than 
in  the  old  and  unhealthy,  in  whom  the  fc- 
creting  organs  are  feldom  capable  of  per^ 
forming  rightly  their  diflPerent  fundions : 
And,  as  the  different  difcharges  from  ul- 
cers arc  to  be  confidered  almoft  entirely  as 
fecretions  fronoi  the  gerieral  mafs  of  fluids,^ 
their  bein^  of  a  good  or  of  a  bid  quality, 
mud  of  courfe  d<^pend  fo  much  on  a  heal- 
thy  ftatc  of  the  folids,  that  it  cannot  ap« 
pear  furprifiQg,  their  being  fo  much  influ- 
enced by  the  general  health  of  the  pa- 
tient. . 

The  cure  of  ulcers  depending,  therefore^ 
upon  fuch  a  number  of  circumftances,  a 
juft  prognofis,  it  is  evident,  can  only  be 
obtained  from  a  due  attention  to  all  thcii; 
yjirieties.' 
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5  4.  7be  Cure  of  every  Ulcer  majy  with  certain 
Cautions^  befafely  attempted. 

With  refpe(5l  to  the  treatment  of  ulcers, 
the  firft  circumftancc  tp  be  determined,  is 
the  propriety  of  attempting  a  cure  or  not 
That  it  is  proper  to  endeavour  to  heal 
every  recent  fore,  is  univerfally  allowed ; 
but  when  ulcers  have  been  of  long  conti- 
nuance, or  when  they  appear  to  have  had 
any  efFedl  either  in  carrying  off  or  in  pre- 
venting any  diforder  to  which  the  confti- 
tution  may  have  formerly  been  liable,  it 
has  always  been  confidered  as  dangerous 
to  attempt  their  cure :  And,  accordingly, 
almoft  every  author  who  has  written  upon 
the  fubjed,  has  cxprefsly  determined  a- 
gainft  it,  as  being  a  hazardous,  and  even 
a  dangerous  pradice. 

Such  ulcers  as  have  afforded  a  copious 
difcharge,  and  have  been  of  very  long 
Handing,  it  would  nto  doubt  be  exceed- 
ingly imprudent  all  at  once  to  heal  up,  as 
the  fyftem  might  very  probably  fuffer  from 

th? 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Sc6l.  I.  Ulcers  in  general.  139 

the  fudden  retention  of  a  confiderable  quan-^ 
tity  of  fluids,  which  it  had  been  accuftom- 
ed  for  a  long  while  to  throw  oflp  by  means 
of  fuch  drains.  Many  cafes,  indeed,  have 
ended  fatally  upon  fuch  ulcers  drying  up 
fuddenly,  either  of  their  own  accord,  or  by 
the  imprudent  ufeof  aftringent  applications. 

On  the  other  hand,  however,  the  trou- 
ble arifiag  from  a  foul  extenfive  fore,  dif. 
agreeably  fituated,  and  which  is  probably 
Xo  continue  for  life,  is  an  inconvenience 
which  none  but  very  old  or  inadlive  peo- 
ple can  be  fuppofed  willingly  to  fubmit  to: 
and,  therefore,  the  difcovery  of  fuch  a 
courfe  as  can  render  it  iafe  for  patients  to 
attempt  the  removal  of  fuch  diforders,  be- 
comes at  once  a  n\oft  important  obje<fl. 

With  a  fmall  degree  of  caution,  the  cure 
pf  every  ulcer,  we  think,  may  be  attempted ; 
the  only  requifite  precaution,  before  en- 
tering upon  the  means  neceflary  for  this 
purpofe  in  habitual  fores,  being  the  intro- 
dudlion  of  fome  other  drain,  by  means 
of  a  pea-ilTue  or  of  a  cord :  The  former 
of  thefe  is  managed  with  the  greateft  eafe; 
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and,  by  incrcafing  or  diminifhing  the  lizc 
and  number  of  peas  made  ufe  of,  the 
quantity  of  matter  may  be  increased  or. 
diminiftied  at  pleafure.         ^ 

S  5.  Of  the  Effeas.ofJfues  in  the  Cure  of  Ulcers. 

An  iflue  of  this  l^ind  being  introduced, 
and  having,  come  to  difcharge  properly, 
and  in  quantity  nearly  equal  to  ^hat  the 
ulcer  afforded,  the  cure  of  the  latter  may 
be  then  carried  on  with  the  greateft  free- 
dom ;  and  if  the  (ore  has  not  been  of  very 
long  (landing,  the  fize  of  the  iflue  may 
be  gradually  IcfTcned,  till  it  is  brought  to 
contain  a  fingle  pea  only,  which  will  pro- 
duce a  conftant  difcharg?,  with  yery  little 
trouble. 

But  when,  on  the  contrary,  the  ulcer  has 
been  of  very  long  continuance,  and  efpe- 
cially  if  it  fecms  to  have  been  indru- 
mental  in  preventing  any  other  formidable 
complaint ;  in  this  cafe,  the  iflue  (hould 
undoubtedly  be  continued  of  the  ijame  fize 
for  life  :  but  even  this  may  be  done  with 
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no  great  inconvenience,  at  leaft  in  com- 
pariibn  with  the  trouble  attending  a  large 
nicer. 

This  pra6lice  might,  we  think,  from  rea- 
foning  alone,  be  confidered  at  }ea{l  as  fafe. 
For,  if  a  drain  equally  copious  is  firft  intro- 
duced, and  is  afterwards  kept  running,  the 
healing  of  the  ulcer  for  which  it  was  fub- 
ftituted,  however  old'  it  may  have  been, 
cannot,  probably,  in  thefe  ctrcumftances, 
be  produdlive  of  any  harm  to  th^  conftitu- 
tion.  And  I  can  fay,  from  much  experi- 
ence in  this  branch  of  furgery,  that  no- 
thing comraronly  proves  more  effedual  in 
the  cure  of  old  ulcers  than  iffues  ;  and  I 
never  knew  an  inftance  of  their  being  at- 
tended with  any  matferial  inconvenience. 

The  objedlions  that  have  been  made  ttf 
the  pradlice  here  recommended,  are, 

1.  That  an  artificial  iffue,  to  be  conti- 
nued for  life,  is  almoft  as  trbublefbme  and 
difagreeable  in  its  management  as  a  natu- 
ral ulcer.     And, 

a.  That  nature  having  been  for  a  long 
time  accuftomed  to  the  difcharge  of  a  par- 
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ticular  kind  of  morbid  matter  aflForded  by 
the  ulcer,  we  ought  not  therefore,  by  in-^ 
novations,  to  run  any  rilk  of  diverting  her 
flated  and  ufual  operations. 

The  firft  of  thefc  arguments  is  very  ea-  * 
lily,  and  has  already,  indeed;  been  partly 
anfwered ;  for  it  cannot  be  readily  admit- 
ted»  that  a  ficnple  iffaej  for  which  we  can 
choofe  the  moft  convenient  fituation,  will  ^ 
ever  prove  fo  troiiblefome  as  a  large  ulcer^ 
and  which  is  probably,  too,  very  inconve- 
niently fituated.  Of  this,  indeed,  we  have 
evident  demonftration,  from  daily  experi- 
ence ;  there  being  few  complaints  more 
perplexing  to  patients  than  extcnfive  ul- 
cers ;  efpecially  when  the  difcharge  is  id 
thin  and  acrid  as  td  fret  the  neighbouring 
parts,  and  which  is  not  unfrequently  the 
cafe. 

§  6.  The  EffeSls  of  Ulcers  on  ibe^  Conftitutibn  depend 

more  on  the  ^antiiy  than  on  the  ^aliiy 

of  the  Matter  dif charged. 

The  other  objecflion  alledged  againft  the 

pradice  of  healing  old  ulcers,  is;  as  was  al- 

.  ready. 
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ready  obfcrvcd,  the  fuppofed  danger  ari- 
fing  to  the  conflitution,  from  the  retention 
of  a  particular  kind  of  morbid  matter, 
which  by  their  means  it  had  been  accu^ 
ilomed  to  throw  off. 

By  the  fupporters  of  this  objetSlion  it  is 
faid  too,  that  although  the  matter  of  an  if* 
fue  may  be  equal  in  quantity  to  that  aflTorded. 
by  an  ulcer  ;  yet  that  its  being  of  a  dif- 
ferent quality  muft  render  the  difcharge 
much  lefs  falutary* 

And  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  we 
do  almoft  univerfally  obferve  the  greateft 
difference  ^between  the  matter  of  an  ifliie, 
and  that  which  is  difcharged  from  an  ulcer; 
from  the  latter  it  being  frequently  thin, 
fharp,  and  acrid,  whereas  a  mild  bland  pus 
is  the  moft  common  difcharge  from  iffues. 

The  foregoing  argument,  at  firft  fight, 
appears  very  conclufive ;  and  it  has  pro- 
bably, vnih  many,  been  the  principal  rea- 
fen  for  rejedling  the  pra^ice  in  queftion^ 
Upon  due  confideration,  however,  it  will 
not,  it  is  prefumed,  be  found  to  be  of  much 
importance  j  and  that  it  is  more  owing  to 
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the  quantity  difcharged  by  ulcerii,  than  to 
the  quality  of  the  matter,  that  they  prove 
iiieful  to  the  conflitution  or  Mhetwife,  XT^ill, 
with  very  little  reflexion,  be  rendered  ex- 
ceedingly evident. 

Thu«  it  is  obferved,  that  die  (ioppage  of 
even  i  pea-ifl\le,  though  it  may  never  have 
difcharged  atiy  thing  farther  than  the 
mildeft  and  mofi  fimple  pus,  if  it  hag  beefi 
bf  long  continuance,  proves  equally  dan^ 
gerous  to  the  Conftitiitioi;  is  the  ftoppagc 
bf  an  ulcer  that  has  difcharged  nothing 
but  niatter  of  the  moft  acrid  kind  :  a  cir- 
aimftance  which  could  by  no  mfeafls  be  the 
cafe,  'if  the  conitnoii  opinion  was  well 
founded,  namely,  that  the  bad  effedts  of 
drying  up  old  fores  kre  to  be  attributed 
folely  to  the  reteiition  of  a  no^oUs  matter^ 
which  had  formerly  been  difcharged  by 
them. 

Arid,  that  the  quantity  merely  of  mit- 
ter  difcharged,  fhould,  independently  of 
every  other  circiiniftance,  have  a  confider- 
ible  influence  on  the  fyftem,  cannot  dp- 
pear  in  the  leaft  furprifing,  #hen  we  re* 
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fljed  on  th^e  very  confiderable  proportion 
of  fluids  requifite  for  the  fupply  of  ao  if"- 
fue,  of  eyen  a  moderate  fize,  with  pus.  For, 
independciit  of  the  quantity  that  appears 
aud  is  difcharged  at  the  different  dreflings^ 
a  large  exhalation  and  abforption  likewife 
of  the  more  thin  ferous  parts  is  conflantly 
and  at  all  times  going  on  ;  which  circum* 
ftance  alone  accounts  for  the  debilitating 
efiedb  frequently  produced  by  LQues,  which 
in  point  of  fize  appear  very  inconfider- 
abje  *. 

Were  w^,  indeed,  certain  that  fuch  acrid 
and  putrefcent  matters,  as  are  frequently 
difcharged  by  ulcers,  previoufly  exifted  in 
the  mafs  of  bipod,  and  that  fuch  fores  fer- 
ved  merely  as  drains  for  thefe  j  this  would, 
no  doubt,  prove  a  very  weighty  argument : 
but  as  it  is  probable,  and  indeed,  I  may 

K  fay, 

*  Upon  this  fubjeft  Sir  John  Pringle  retnarks :  '*  As 
*'  near  as  I  could  guefs,  an  ounce  of  ferum,  upon  ftand-  ; 
"  ing  foinfe  days,  did  not  furnifh  more  of  this  matter, 
'*  viz.  Pus,  than  what  might  be  produced  by  the  daily 
'*  running  of  a  peaifTuey  or  of  a  feton."  Vid.  Expcr. 
xlr.  Appendix  to  Difeafes  of  the  Army. 
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fay^  cftftAin,  that  it  is  by  the  ulcer  only  thae 
fiKh  kinds  of  matter  are  formed^  and  that 
none  of  them  prttrioufly  exifted  in  the 
bloody  we  are  indbced  therefore  to  coo^ 
fider  thk  argument  a«  of  Uc^e  or  no  hn^ 
portance. 

Very  little  confidcratfon,  incfced,  tvift 
make  it  ajipear,  that  no*  fuch  varieties  of 
matter,  as  are  frequently  obfervcd  to  flow 
from  ulcers,  ever  extfted  in  the  blood* 
No  analyfis  of  the  blood  has  ever  been  able 
to  difcover  them  ;  Nor  can  it  be  conceived^ 
how  fluids  fb  acrid,  and  fo  different  from 
the  blood  of  a^  healthy  perfon,  can  circulate 
in  the  delicate  and  irritable  veflTels  of  the 
human  frame,  without  producing  danger- 
ous or  even  fatal  cfJe<5ls.  Now  it  is  welt 
known^  that  the  difcharge  from  foi34e  kindi 
of  ulcers,  efpecially  from  thofc  generally 
termed  Phagedenic,  ia  often  fb  acrid,  as  not 
only  to  excoriate  the  furrounding  partSy 
but  even  fometimes  ta  render  it  danger- 
<9U9  for  a  furgeon  to  apply  the  neceilary 
drelfings. 

The  difcharge  whicb  occurs  from  the 
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eyes,  ia  fome  inftanccs  of  ophthalmia,  has 
been  known  too  to  be  fp  acrid  as  to  corrode 
the  neighbouring  parts;  and  the  ferous 
evacuation  produced  by  blifters,  although 
commonly  inoffcnfive,  is  fometimcs  paffef- 
ied  of  a  great  deal  of  acrimony. 

In  fome  cafes  of  fcurvy,  indeed,  a  cori- 
fiderable  dcgriee  of  piitrefceiicy,  even  of  the 
blood  itfelf,  does,  no  doubt,  frecjucntly  take 
jfdace :  but  it  is  not  in  fuch  ulcers  as  oc^ 
cor  in  this  difeaiie,  that  fuch  very  acrid 
carrofiye  humours,  as  we  are  now  defbri* 
birig,  are  ever  obferved ;  the  phagedenic 
ulcer  of  kuthors,  being  a  very  different 
difbrder  from  the  true  putrid  ulcer^  as 
defcribed  hf  Llad  and  other  writers  on, 
iciirvy. 

Befidcs,  though  it  weire  really  proved 
that  thefe  kinds  of  matter  adtually  did  ex^ 
ill  in  the  blood,  even  in  a  completely  iovvnr^ 
id,  (late,  how  is  it  poffible,  that  by  means 
b£  fuch  ulcers,  or  any  other  drains,  ^hc 
thorbid  fluids  chiefly  Ihould  be  evacuated, 
arid  fiich  only  left  behind  as  are  mild  and 
innoxious?  A  circumftance  which,  how- 

K.  2  ever 


Digitized  by 


Google 


I148  Obfefuations  on  Firt  Ih 

ever  improbable  it  may  appear,  has  always 
been  aiTerted  by.  the  fupporters  of  the  opi- 
nion in  queflion. 

The  obvious  infufficiency  of  this  theory 
fhould  induce  us  to  rejedl  it,  though  we 
could  not  propofe  a  more  fatisfadlary  opi- 
nion in  its  place.  But,  as  the  various  ap- 
pearances and  alterations  which  take  place 
in  the  difchargp  of  ulcers,  feem  evidently 
to  depend  in  a  great  meafure  on  fome  pe- 
culiarity of  the  folids  6r  fccretory  organs 
connedled  with  them,' we  are  therefore  more 
cafily  induced  to  conclude,  th^  other  fup- 
pofitions  do  not  merit  our  attention. 

The  geiterkl  feat  of  xricers  is  in  the  cek 
tular  membrane.  Now  it  is  well  kiiown^ 
that  naturally  there  is  fecreted  into  the  cellr 
of  this  membrane,  as  there  is  into  every 
cavity  of  the  body,  a  thin  tranfparent  ie*- 
-mim,  the  principal  intention  of  which  is 
to  keep  thefe  moid,  aiKl  to  facilitate  the 
anions  of  fuch  mufcles  ^s  are  connciSled 
with  it.  It  is  this  chiefly,  with  a  greater 
proportion  of  the  coagulable  part  of  the 
Woodjr  which,  with  a  due  degree  of  heat,  as 
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was  elfewhere  remarked,  forms  that  mat- 
ter which  we  cajl  pus ;  and  which  we  fup- 
pofe,  and  indeed  find,  to  be  the  natural  dif- 
jcharge  of  ulcers  in  a  found  healthy  ftate  of 
the  body ;  and  it  is  fome  change  induced 
upon  the  nature  of  thi«  fluid  which  occa- 
fions  the  varieties  in  the  difcharges  from 
ulcers,  and  from  the  fame  ulcer  at  different 
time^. 

Such  changes,  though  they  may  fre- 
quently be,  in  fqme  degree,  influenced  by 
diflferent  circumftances,  as  will  hereafter  be 
obferVed,  mufl:  yet,  in  a  gi^eat  meafure,  de- 
pend upon  fome  particular  affecfUon  of  the 
veflels  that  feparate  fuch  fluids  from  the 
blood  :  for,  by  means  of  an  external  topi- 
cal application  merely,  we  can  often  change 
the  appearance  entirely  of  the  naatter  of  an 
ulcer }  which  in  that  manner  we  could 
never  do,  if  the  change  produced  upon  it 
depended  on  an  alteration  effe<5led  on  tfee 
general  mafs  of  blood; 

According  to  the  nature  of  the  exciting 
and  other  caufes  of  ulcers,  it  is  not  unrea- 
^nable  to  fuppofc,  that  very  confiderabk 
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differences  will  occur  in  tbcir  cffe<3:s  upon 
the  fecreting  organs  to  which  tbiey  are  ap- 
plied. Thus,  it  may  i'eadily  be  prefumed, 
that  a  burn  will  produce  a  very  di&rent: 
effe<ft  from  a  cut,  a  bruife  from  a  punc* 
ture,  &c. ;  and  that  likewife,  according  to 
the  particular  ftate  of  the  patient's  health 
at  thfe  tirae^  very  confidefable  differences 
will  in  the  fame  manner  take  place. 

In  what  manner  thefe  different  caufes 
operate  in  producing  fuch  -various  effedls 
iipon  the  folid's  br  fecreting  veffels  of  ul- 
cers, is  not,  perhaps,  to  b6  fo  eafily  ex- 
plained, nor  cah  we  determine  precifely 
what  the  particular  changes  they  induce 
upon  fuch  parts  really  arc*  But,  as  all  the 
caufes  6(  ulcers,  with  which  we  are  ac- 
quainted, are  of  an  irritating  or  ftimula- 
ting  nature,  it  is  probable  they  all  adt  hy 
|)roducing  fbme  inflammatory  affei^ion  on 
the  extremities  of  fuch  veffels  as  empty 
into  the  fores  j  and  therefore,  that  the  na- 
ture 6f  the  difchafge  will  in  every  refpe<5l 
depend  much  upon  the  degree  of  inflam- 
inatioa  thus  raifed* 
' '  •   '^      ••  -  We 
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We  have  endeavoured  to  ihow  in  the 
preceding  part  of  this  work,  that  onc^  cer- 
tain effedl  of  inflammation  is  to  prop.^l  a 
greater  quantity  <^  the  red  globules  of  the 
blood  into  the  fmaller  fets  of  velfels  thaa 
naturally  they  are  intended  to  trautmit. 
This,  when  it  occurs  in  vefTels  difcharging 
their  contents  into  ulcers,  and  efpecially 
when  th^  inflammation  is  confiderable,  wiU 
render  the  matter  very  different,  both  in 
colour,  fnaell,  and  acrimony,  from  genuine 
pus,  which  we  have  already  demonftrated 
^0  be  produced  from  pure  ferum  only. 

Upon  this  jwrinciple  it  is  evident,  that 
many  of  the  varieties  of  matter  which  we  ^ 
meet  with  in  foresr  may  be  accounted  for: 
But  other  circumftances  likewife  occur, 
which  have  fome  influence  in  producing 
many  of  the  alterations  that  are  obferved. 
The  degree  of  heat  efpecially,  in  which  the 
part  is  kept,  as  will  afterwards  be  more 
particularly  remarked,  and  theremora  of 
the  fluids  for  a  longer  or  fliorter  time  in 
the  cavities  of  fores,  muft  have  no  (inall 
influence  in  many  refpeds,  but  efpecially 
K  4  vok 
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on  the  degrees  of  confiftcncy  obferved  in 
them. 

Fi-om  one  or  other  of  thefe  circumftan- 
ces,  or  from  different  modifications  of  all 
of  them,  the  vanous  appearances  in  matter 
afforded  by  wounds  and  ulcers,  are  very 
clearly  explained,  without  having  recourfe 
to  that  inexplicable  do'dlrine  of  their  pre- 
exifting  in  the  fyftem.  But  although  the 
cafe  were  otherwife,  and  that  the  feveral 
differences  obferved  could  not  be  fo  eafily 
accounted  for  ;  yet  that  they  depend  in  a 
great  meafure  on  tome  peculiar  a^ion  or  con-- 
formation  of  the  yeffels  in  the  part  affedled, 
feems  to  be  ftill  more  evident  arid  probable 
than  any  other  opinion  hitherto  advanced ; 
iad  is  juft  as  certain  as  a  great  riiany  cir- 
cumftances  under  our  daily  obfervatioh, 
that  we  cannot  in  any  manner  account  for, 
and  yet  have  no  fort  of  doubt  as  to  their 
reality. 

Thus,  in  what  manner  the  nerves,  which 
in  their  ftrucflure  are  all  fo  fimilar,  acSl  in 
the  produdlion  of  hearing,  vifion,  tafte, 
^  and 
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•and  all  the  different  fenfes,  is,  perhaps,  im- 
poflible  ever  to  determine;  as  is  alfo  the 
adion  of  the  liver,  fecretory  organs  of  the 
mouth,  ear,  &c.  in  producing  fluids  of 
fuch  different  natures  from  the  fame  mafs 
of  blood,  and  vvrhich  did  not  preyioufly 
feem  to  exift  in  it :  Only  that  the  fads  are. 
io^  nobody  pretends  to  doubt :  And  till 
the  contrary  is  evidently  demonftrated,  w^c 
have  the  fame  reafon  to  believe,  that  the 
different  appearances  of  ulcers  with  refpe<5l 
to  the  varieties  of  matter  afforded  by  them, 
are  at  leaft  more  frequently  owing  to  fome 
of  the  local  caufes  we  have  enumerated, 
than  to  any  indifpofition  of  the  general 
mafs  of  blood. » 

I  have  faid  more  frequently  pnly,  be- 
caufe  there  are,  no  doubt,  fome  particular 
cafes  of  fcurvy  and  of  other  putrid  difeaf^s, 
as  we  have  formerly  remarked,  in  vvrhich 
the  blood  is  fo  much  diffolved,  as  to  run 
off  by  ulcers  and  other  drains  in  the  form 
of  a  bloody  ichor:  fuch  cafes,  however, 
occur  very  rarely,  except  in  high  degrees 
of  the  true  fcurvy,  which  are  not  often 
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met  with  in  any  country ;  and^  although 
they  were  more  frequent  than  they  really 
are,  they  could  never  account  JFor  all  the 
varieties  of  matter  afforded  by  ulcers. 

The  principal  objedlion,  therefore,  that 
has  been  made  to  the  healing  of  long  con- 
tinued ulcers,  feems,  cm  being  examined 
into,  to  be  no  better  founded  in  theory, 
than  it  is,  as  we  have  formerly  remarked, 
on  real  experience.  For,  although  it  has 
been  ftrongly  inculcated  by  the  generality 
of  authors  never  to  attempt  the  cure  of 
fuch  fores,  yet  all  of  them  have  probably 
been  either  biafled  by  that  favourite  opinion 
of  morbid  matter  in  the  fyftem ;  or,  a  few 
having  led  the  way  and  laid  down  prin- 
ciples, the  reft  have  indifcriminately  co- 
pied from  them,  xwthout  h^vibg  r^courfc 
to  experience. 

Nay,  we  even  imagine,  and  indeed  it  is 
pretty  evident,  that  long  continued  ulcers, 
inftead  of  proving  ferviccable  to  the  con- 
ftitution,  are  not  unfrequently  attended, 
with  a  good  deal  of  rifk  and  danger.  Thus, 
it  is  very  common  for  ulcers  on  the  fhin 
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and  other  parts  immediately  abpve  the 
|>oacs,  to  penetrate  fo  deep  as  to  aflR-cl  the 
periofteum,  and  fometxmes  even  the  fub- 
ftance  of  the  bones  themfelves ;  which  al- 
ways produce  very  troublefome  and  often 
dangerous  cariofities;  every  rilk  of  which 
is  avoided  by  having  recourfe  to  an  iffue 
in  a  proper  fituation,  at  the  fame  time  that 
every  advantage  i3  obtained  from  it  as  a 
drain*  « 

The  conftitution  muft  likewife,  in  ian- 
other  refpedl,  fuffer  much  more  from  the 
long  Continuance  of  an  ulcer,  than  it  ever 
can  do  from  the  fubftitution  of  an  iffue ; 
for  it  will  furely  be  acknowledged^  that  a 
very  confiderable  part  of  the  matter  fecreted 
by  ulcers,  muft  be  again  taken  into  the 
fyftem  by  the  lymphatics  ;  and  when  it 
i^appens  to  be  of  a  corrofive  irritating  na- 
ture, which  in  old  fores  it  frequently  is, 
not  only  the  general  mafs  of  fluids,  but 
even  the  folids  themfelves,  muft  thereby  in, 
time  become  greatly  vitiated. 

Accordingly,  there  is  nothing  more  com- 
mon, than  very  troublefome  and  even  dan- 
*  '  gerous 
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gerous  pbftrudlions  of  fuch  external  glands 
as  are  fituated  in  the  courfe  of  the  lym- 
phatics leading  from  fuch  ulcers  ;  and  as 
the  glands  feared  internally  are  undoubt- 
edly, from  the  fame  caufe,  liable  to  the 
/ame  fort  of  afFcdions,  it  furely  cannot  be 
denied,  but  that,  from  this  circumftance 
alone,  confiderable  danger  may  attend  z, 
long  continued  ulcer. 

Thus  it  appears,  that  from  every  confi- 
dei'atipn,  both  with  refpedl  to  convenience 
and  fafety,  the  cure  of  every  ulcer  ought 
to  be  attempted  ;  and,  vsrith  the  previous 
caution  of  inferting  an  adequate  drain,  it 
may  always  be  done  without  any  kind  of 
rifk. 

This  much  it  was  thought  nepeffary  to 
fay  in  geqeral,  with  refpecS  to  the  pro- 
priety of  attempting  the  cure  of  ulcers ; 
and  I  have  infilled  the  longer  upon  this 
part  of  the  fubjedy  as  the  opinion  generally 
received  of  it  appears  to  be  very  ill  found- 
ed, and  not  adopted  from  experience,  but 
from  hypothetical  reafoning  alone. 

When  the  healing  of  an  ulcer,  then,  is 
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to  be  attempted,  the  method  to  be  purfued 
for  itaf  accoraplifliment  muft  next  be  at- 
tended to.  By  almdft  every  author  who 
has  given  dire<Slions  on  this  fdbjedt,  four 
different  dates,  as  they  are  termed,  are  enij- 
merated,  as  being  necejflary  for  an  ulcer  to 
go  through  in  its  progrcfs  towards  a  cure, 
namely,;  thofe  of  digeftion,  dcterfion,  incar- 
nation, and  cicatrifatidn  ;  and  various  re- 
medies have  been  recommended  a[s  proper 
for  the  different  dates,  and  for  thefe  only  r 
And,  upon  this  part  of  the  fubjeft,  it  may 
beobferved,  authors  have  fpoken  with  as 
much  certainty  and  precifion,  as  if  every 
circumftance  in  the  treatment  of  ulcers 
could  t>e  regulated  at  dilcretion^ 

Thus  all  the  different  kinds  of  turpen- 
tines, as  like  wife  the  unguentum  -Sgyptia- 
cum,  powders  and  tin<Elures  of  myrrh,  eu- 
phorbium,  aloes,  &c.  are  pointed  out  ai 
digeftives  :  as  detergents,  unguentum  ba- 
filicon,  linimentum  Arcaei,  mefcurius  pre- 
cipitatus  ruber,  &c. :  with  k  view  to  pro- 
mote incarnation,  or  the  growth  of  new 
granulations,  powders  of  maftich|thus,&c. : 

'  and 
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and  as  cicatrifers  to  accompliili  the  ciire, 
wc  find  recommended  a  variety,  both  of 
fimple  and  compound  applications,  pard- 
fcularly  all  the  aftringent  boles,  earths,  lim©. 
water,  &c. 

Such  a  number  of  diviiions,  hbweirer,  in 
the  feveral  ftatcs  or  ftages  of  ulcers,  with 
the  confequent  indications  of  cuiie,  and  r5- 
inedies  recommended  for  the  accotnplifh- 
tnent  of  thefe,  has  had  a  confiderable  teip- 
dency  to  render  the  treatment  of  fuch  di£- 
orders  more  complicated  than  we  find  from 
iHore  lice  obfervation  to  be  in  any  degree 
neccflkry.  The  indicdtioils  pointed  (mt 
in  the  following  fedions,  'we  hope.  Will  ap-. 
pear  to  be  juft  and  fitoplej  and  the  ieffcdteof 
the  methods  of  ciire  we  have  recommend- 
fed^  will  probably  be  found  much  more 
confiderable  than  thofe  tirhich  commonly 
refult  from  a  more  complex  treatmeint. 

We  now  proceed  to  a  particular  Confix 
delation  of  the  different  clafles  aiwi  fpecles 
of  ulcers ;  and  ih  pointing  odt  the  ftveral 
diftindlions,  it  will  be  obferved,  as  we 
formerly  hinted,  that  they  aire  obvious  cir- 
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cumftances  only,  and  fuch  aft  at  the  iaipie 
time  indicate  and  require  fomc  peculiarity 
in  the  method  of  treatment,  that  are  al- 
lowed to  have  any  influence  in  charadleri- 
fing  a  fpecies. 

Thus,  thofe  of  the  firft  clafs»  will  all  of 
them^  in  their  appestfances,  be  found  Tcry 
diflR^rent  from  one  another;  and  all  of  thcof 
will  likevrife  require  fomett^ng  peculiar  in 
the  mefdiod  of  cure ;  And  again,  thofe  of 
the  fecond  clafs,  it  is  prefumed,  are  equally 
well  dillinguilhed,  and  by  fimilar  circum- 
ftaacea,  not  only  from  one  another,  but 
from  every  one  that  with  propriety  could 
be  confidercd  as  belonging  to  the  prece* 
ding  clafs. 

In  the  firft  divifion  of  ukert  we  comprcfsi 
hcnd,  as  was  formerly  remarked,  all  fucb 
as  are  merely  local,  and  that  are  not  con- 
neded  with  any  diforder  of  the  conftitu* 
tion ;  and,  in  this  view,  we  mean  to  confi- 
der  the  following  different  fpecies,  nAz. 

I.  The  fimple  purulent  ulcer. 

a.  The  firoj^e  vitiated  ulcer. 

3.  The 
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3.  The  fUngous  vXctt. 

4.  The  finuous  ulcer. 

5.  The  callous  ulcer. 

6.  The  carious  uker. 

7.  The  cancerous  ;  and, 

8.  Thci  cutaneous  ulcfef^ 

In  the  fccoiid  clafs  of  ulcers  all  fuch  foreS 
,are  meant  to  be  included  as  are  the  con- 
icqucnce  of,  or  that  are  connedled  with,  4117 
diforder  of  the  fyftcm.  The  different  fpe- 
cies  of  which  are,  the  venereal — the  fcor- 
butic— ^and  fcrdphulous  ulcers. 

It  is  propofedi  as  b^ing  firft  in  order,  to 
go  thr6ugh  the  confideration  of  the  feveral 
fpecies  of  fores  contained  in  tjie  ferft  clafs ; 
and  to  proceed  afterwards,  in  caurfe,  to 
thofe  enumerated  in  the  fecond  diviiion. 
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SECTION   II. 

Ohfervations  on  t^eftmple  purulent  JJlcer^ 


%  u  Of  the  Symptoms  J  Caufes^  and  Frognofis^  $f 
the  Jinple  purulent  Ulcer. 

BY  the  fimple  purulent  ulcer,  is  meant^ 
that  fpeciea  of  fore,  which  is  entirely 
a  local  af&(5lion,  and  is  attended  with  4 
very  inconfiderable  degree  of  pain  and  in- 
flammation, whilft  the  diftrharge  afforded 
by  it  is  always  of  a  mild  purulent  nature, 
and  of  a  proper  confidence. 

This  fpecies  of  ulcer  is  fixed  upon  as  the 
firft  to  be  treated  of,  from  its  being  the 
moft  fimple  that  can  occur,  both  in  its 
fymptoms  and  method  of  cure.  And, 
as  it  is  to  the  ftate  of  fuch  an  ulcer 
^hat  every  other  fpecies  of  the  diforder 
L  ^     muft 
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muft  be  reduced  before  a  permanent  cure 
can  be  obtained,  we  Ihall  be  more  particu- 
lar in  our  obfervations  with  refpedl  tq  it  than 
otherwife  might  be  neceflary  :  When  we 
•  come  too  to  treat  of  the  different  varieties  of 
ulcers,  if  the  treatment  of  thefe  fhall  at  any 
time  coincide  with  that  which  we  are  now 
confidering,  proper  refere^ces,  in  order  to 
prevent  repetitions,  will  always  be  made  to 
what  may  be  here  advanced. 

Together  with  the  circumftances  already 
mentioned  in  the  definition  of  this  fpecies 
of  ulcer,  it  is  not  improper  here  to  reitaarlf, 
that  the  granulations  which  arife  in  it  are 
of  a  firm,  frefh,  red,  healthy  appearance; 
and,  if  no  uhforefeen  accident  occurs,  the 
cute,  in  general,  goes  on  regularly,  and 
without  interruption,  till  a  cicatrix  is  pro- 
duced. 

In  confidering  the  origin  of  the  diforder, 
it  may  be  obfervcd,  that  even  this,  the  moft 
fimple  fpecies  o!f  ulcer,  may  be  produced 
by  a  great  variety  of  caufes ;  but,  from  the 
definition  we  have  given  of  it,  it  will  be 
underftood,  that  they  muft  all  be  fuch  as 
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aa  merely  by  producing  a  local  affedion, 
without  in  the  lead  difordering  the  fy- 
fiem. 

In  this  view  we  are  to  confider  wounds 
of  all  kinds  that  do  not  immediately  unite 
without  the  formation  of  matter;  and  this 
whether  they  may  have  been  attended  with 
lofs  of  fubftance  or  not.  Under  this  head 
we  may  rank  all  chirargical  operations 
attended  with  incifion  into  any  part  of  the 
body. 

Among  other  caufes  of  fuch  ulcers,  muft 
be  mentioned,  burns,  in  whatever  jn^nnef 
they  may  be  produced,  whether  by  fire, 
aquafortis,  fbalding  liquids,  &c.}  alfo  brui- 
£bs ;  and  in  fhort,  every  external  accident 
that  terminates  in  fuppuration,  with  an 
opening  as  a  confequence  of  it. 

We  do  hot,  however,  by  any  rnean^  in- 
tend to  affert,  that  a  fimple  purulent  uker 
is  always  a  neceflary  and  an  immediate 
confequence  of  the.  different  circumftances 
we  tave  enumerated  ;  for  the  very  reverfe 
of  this  is  frequently  found  to  take  place. 
Thus  burns,  efpecialjy,  are  fonnetiDpie? 
L  2  kpowE^ 
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known  to  produce  very  tronblefome  vitia- 
ted ulcers ;  and  bniifes,  as  well  as  all  the 
,  other  caufes  we  have  mentioned,  are  not 
unfrequently  attended  with  the  fame  effe(Ei 
It  is  only  contended,  that  fome  oi^e  or  other 
of  them  may  in  general  be  confidered  a$ 
the  primary  or  original  caufe  of  fuch  ul- 
cers, independent  of  any  appfearances  they 
may  exhibit  before  they  are  brought  intc^ 
the  fimple  purulent  ftate. 

With  refpedl  to  the  prognofis  in  this 
fpecies  of  ulcer,  it  fbould  almdft  in  every 
inftance  be  exceedingly  favourable  j  more 
or  lefs  fo,  according  as  there  is  a  iefe  or  i 
greater  lofs  of  fubftance,  and  according  to 
the  fituation  of  the  fore  and  habit  of  body 
of  the  patient.  Thefe  circumftances  being 
attended  to,  together  with  what  has  already 
been  mentioned  upon  ulcers  in  general^ 
^here  will  never  remain  any  doubt  with 
refpecSl  to  the  prognoftic. 

Before  we  jproceed  to  a  particular  in- 
veftigation  of  the  means  to  be  employed  in 
the  cure  of  a  fimple  ulcer,  it  will  not  be 
improper  to  offer  a  few  general  obfervations 
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tipon  the  liiailiier  iii  which  nature  feems  to 
operate  in  accompHfhipg  the  cure  of  fores, 
is  alfo  on  the  efifeda  of  fuch  afUftance  as 
may  be  aflPorded  by  art  for  effedling  the 
iame  purpiofe. 

§2.  RerAarks  on  the  GrozvtB  ofnezu  Parts  i^ 
Sires. 

.  There  is  evidently  in  every  ulcer,  in  its 
progrefs  towards  a  cilre,  a  growth  of  parts 
that  teilds  confiderably .  to  diminilh  any 
t^caiicy  the  cpmplaint  or  accident  may 
hdve  occafioned.  This  fubftance,  from  the 
granulated  forni  it  affumes,  has  been  ge- 
oerally  termed  Granulations;  and  it  ap- 
pears, in  eyery  wound,  in  latger  or  fmaller 
proportions,  accordijig  as  the  patient  is 
young  qr  old,  healthy  or  otherwife  ;  in  fo 
inuch  that,  in  young  plethoric  people,  the 
increafe  of  parts  h  often  fo  confiderable,  a^ 
to  rife  above  the  level  of  the  neighbouring 
teguments,  and  to  require  the  ufe  of  dif- 
ferent cauftic  applications  with  a  view  td 

tewvefs  it* 
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When  any  lofs  of  fubftance  that  may 
have  been  produced,  is  thus,  as  far  as  poi^ 
fible,  fupplied,  the  remaining  part  of  the 
cure  confifts  in  the  formation  of  a  cicatrix* 
This  is  effcdled,  either  when  nature  alone 
produces  an  exficcation,  as  it  were,  of  the 
furface  of  fuch  granulations  as  had  been 
previoufly  raifed,  and  in  that  manner  forms 
a  kind  of  cuticle  or  fcarf-fkin ;  or,  it  is  ob- 
tained by  art  from  the  ufe  of  drying  aftrui^ 
gent  applications. 

By  the  formation  of  new  parts^  or  gra- 
nulations, it  is  not  here,  or  wherever  the 
term  may  be  made  ufe  of,  meant  to-  in- 
finuate,  that  we  fuppofe  real  mulcular  or 
other  organifcd  parts  are  ever  regenerated 
in  thofe  wounds  or  ulcers  wherein  they 
have  been  deftroyed;  but  merely  to  ex- 
Jjrefs  that  production,  which,  if  the  confti- 
tution  be  found,  always  takes  place  to  a 
certain  degree  in  ulcers,  attended  with  lofs 
of  fubftance. 

The  real  nature  of  this  produdion  is^ 
not,  perhaps,  eafily  to  be  determined :  but^ 
from  its  leveral  appearances,  it  is  ©bvioufly 
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^try  vafcular  •  from  wHich  it  is  probable, 
that  it  confifts  in  an  elongation  or  extenfion 
of  the  fmall  blood-velTels  that  have  been 
dividedi  with  a  confiderable  proportion  of 
inorganic  cellulalr  fubftance ;  which^  again, 
is  moll  probably  forn^ed  by  a  matter  fe- 
creted  from  the  mouths  of  fiich  vefTels, 
and  which  ferves  chiefly  as  their  fupport 
or  means  of  connedliori. 

We  are  not  to  imagine,  however,  that 
iny  very  extenfive  lofs  of  fubftance  is. ever 
to  be  entirely  filled  up  in  this  manner :  for 
although,  in  particular  circumftanees,  na- 
ture does  effecEl  the  repair  of  very  confider-* 
able  accidental  lofles  ;  yet^  in  generi^l,  her 
operations  of  this  kind  arc  very  limited* 
In  youth,  indeed^  before  the  diflfererit  parts 
hive  arrived  at  their.fuU  growth,  and  while 
the  feveral  vefTels  are  yet  daily  extending 
th^mfelvcs,  confiderable  lofles  are,  -often, 
almoft  completely  repaired :  but  we  ought 
not,  even. at  this  period  of  lifei  to  attribute, 
ds  pradlitioners  commonly  do,  fuch  cures 
entirely  to  the  growth  of  new  parts ;  for  on 
tefledlion  it  appears  very  evident,  that  a  cir- 
Cuiiiftance  of  a  quite  oppofite  nature  al- 
L  4  ways 
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ways  contributes  in  a  coBjG4^abb  degree 
to  their  accomplilbmeiit* 


§  3.  The  Decay  of  the  contiguous  fiund  FurUy  h 
a  necejfary  eiri^um/iance  in  the  cure  rf  Ulcers. 

Thus,  though. in  the  healing  of  jcvery 
ulcer,  whether  it  be  attended  with  lofs  of 
fubftance  or  not,  a  growth  of  new  parts,  as 
we  have  already  remarked,  generally  takes^ 
place  to  a  certain  degree ;  yet  the  greateft 
part  of  the  vacancies,  which  in  thefe  cafes 
always  occur,  is'  evidently  more  diminifhed 
by  the  decay  or  decrcafe  of  the  divided 
parts  that  remain,  than  by  any  other  caufe. 
Indeed,  the  tSe£k  with  refpcd  to  a  cure  i* 
ultimately  the  fame  as  if  all  fuch  deficien- 
cies were  adlually  fuppUed  with  a  new  fub- 
ftance :  for,  if  the  cavity  of  an  ulcer  be  di- 
minifhed, or  even  entirely  annihilated,  by 
the  fubfiding  or  wafting  away  of  the  parts 
with  which  it  is  furrounded,  there  is  then 
no  kind  of  necei&ty  for  the  formation  of 
ethers  :  And,  in  effedl,  cures  are  often  ob- 
tained, efpcdally  in  old  peopfe,  without 
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any  cvideat  growth  of  parts  whatever,  and 
this  too  in  yery  coiifiderahle  anii  extenfive 
ulcers. 

This  part  of  nature's  procefs  in  the  cure 
9f  uiccrs^  is  to  a  certain  degree  obvious 
even  in  the  fmalkft  fores :  but  the  larger 
the  ulcer,  the  more  evident  always  it  ap- 
pears ;  and  particularly  it  becomes  exceed- 
ingly remarkable  in  the  cure  of  that  very 
extenfive  ulcer,  which  commonly  reinains 
*fter  the  amputation  of  any  of  the  extre- 
mities, efpecially  of  the  thigh. 
.  In  the:fe  inftances,  indeed,  there  is  never 
any  confiderable  formation  of  new  parts 
obierved  to  take  place ;  and  the  cure  al- 
ways advances,  juft  in  proportion  as  the  Ikin 
is  allowed  to  contrad:  by  the  wafting  away 
or  decreafe  of  the  parts  which  it  furrounds  i 
and  fuch  a  decay,  or  diminution  of  bulk, 
is  jQot,  in  any  of  thcfe  cafes,  confined  to  one 
fet  of  parts  only  ;  but  extends  equally  to 
all,  the  bones  perhaps  only  excepted.^ 

Thus^  after  the  cure  of  a  ftump,  every 
veflel,  even  the  largeft,  is  almoft  entirfely 
obliterated  for  a  confiderable  extent:   at 
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leaft  nothing  is  found  to  remain  of  thcni 
but  the  thin  membranes  that  compofbd 
their  coats,  now  fhrunk  into  very  fmall 
inconfiderable  cords ;  the  fibres  of  the  dif- 
ferent mufcles  arc,  in  the  fadie  manner, 
greatly  diminifhed ;  and  the  cellular  fuB- 
ftance  feems  frequently  to  be  almoft  eii- 
tirely  annihilated.  I  have  happened  to 
meet  with  feveral  opportunities  of  difledl- 
ing  the  ftumps  of  patients  after  death,  and 
the  appearances  were  uniformly  as  is  her6 
related. 

There  is  yet  another  cafe  of  ulcer,  in 
which  the  ciire  feems  with  ftill  greater  pro- 
bability to  be  chiefly  effedled  by  the  in- 
fluence of  the  fanie  caufe*  In  a  large  iri- 
cifed  wound,  with  little  Or  no  lofs  of  fub- 
fl:ance,  its  edges,  in  the  conlrf6  of  twenty- 
four  hours,  become  greattly  fwelled  and 
tumefied  ;  they  arfe  thereby  kept  at  a  con- 
fiderable  diftance  from  each  othet,  and  the 
whole  exhibits  the  appearance  <)f  a  large 
foul  ulcer.  In  this  fituation  it  would  rc- 
,  main  for  a  confiderable  length  of  time,  if 
it  fliould  either  be  negleded,  or  treated  with 
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acrid  irritating  applications :  As  fodri,  hdw- 
cvcr,  as  by  warm  emollient  poultices,  and 
other  proper  dreffing^,  a  free  difcharge  of 
pus  is  obtained,  the  infiammation  dimi- 
niflies— ^the  fwelling  of  the  fides  of  the  ul- 
cer (iibfides— ^and  the  fore  gradually  con-» 
tradls  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  its  edges,  which 
before  were  much  fcparated,  are  now 
brought  near  to  one  another. 

The  fame  phenomenon  is  abfervable  in 
a  remarkable  degree,  in  the  cure  of  every 
ulcer  attended  with  much  inflammation  ; 
where  a  great  part  of  the  treatnient  con- 
fifts  in  removing  the  pain,  irritation,  and 
fwelling,  which,  in  fuch  cafes,  always  takes 
place. 

Every  fmall  boil  is  found  to  exhibit  the 
fame  appearances?  On  a  boil  being  laid 
open,  an  ulcer  is  always  left,  and  the  cure 
depends  chiefly  on  the  removal  of  the  in- 
flammation and  fwelling  of  the  furround- 
ing  parts. 

Thefe,  however,  it  may  be  f^id,  are  only 
inftances  of  preternatural  fwellings,  per- 
haps? originally  excited  by  the  prefence  of 
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fome  acrid  irrHatkig  caufe  ;  upon  the  re- 
mova,l  of  which,  they  may  be  e:$pe<jled  to 
fubfide,  and  the  ulcers  occafioned  by  tbeoi 
to  contrail  and  heaL  The  fame  circmn- 
ftance,  however,  has  been  fhowa  tp  take 
place  even  with  rcfpecSl  to  the  fi;^(lance  of 
found  parts  ;  particularly,  as  we  h^ve  al- 
^  ready  remarked,  after  the  ampvltation  of  a 
member  ;  the  blood- veffcls,  Serve?,  and 
mufcles,  in- ail  fuch  cafes,  being  conftantly 
found  to  fuflfer  a  very  confiderable  decay* 
The  fame  thing  is  likcwife  known  tci 
happen  in  all  deep  tranfverie  wounds  that 
penetrate  through  the  diflFerent  mufcles^  io 
as  to  reach  the  bone :  for  a  cure,  in  thefe 
cafes,  is  feldom  to  be  obtained  by  the  firft 
intention,  efpecially  when  any  lofs  of  fub- 
ftance  has  been  produced.  In  the  cure  of 
ulcers  which  remain  after  fuch  wounds,  an 
evident  decay  of  the  extremities  of  the  di- 
vided parts  always  takes  place  x  arid  what 
ihows  it  in  a  remarkable  manner  is,  that^ 
in  all  fuch  cafes,  the  vacancies  occafioried 
by  the  wounds  are  never  fo  large  and  con-» 
fpicuous  immediately  after  the  cure,  while 
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the  patient  yet  remains  lean  and  emaciated, 
as  they  afterwardis  become,  when  in  the 
courie  of  time^  by  the  recovery  of  health 
and  appetite,  all  the  parts  of  the  body,  and, 
among  others,  thofe  which  have  been  di- 
vided, come  in  a  great  meafure  to  regain 
their  former  bulk ;  and  when,  accordingly, 
all  vacancies  that  have  been  occafioned  by 
fuch  wounds  appear  to  be  more  confider- 
able. 

When,  indeed,  a  wound  penetrates  only 
into  the  cellular  membrane,  or  does  not 
entirely  divide  the  mnfcles,  the  cavity  pro- 
duced by  it,  does',  no  doubt,  in  the  courfe 
of  time,  gradually  diminifli,  fo  as  fbme- 
times  to  difappear  altogether.  This,  how- 
ever, is  in  confequence  of  the  parts  below 
extending  in  their  diameters  ;  which,  in  the 
other  cafe  we  have  fuppofed,  of  a  wound 
If^ith  lofs  of  fubftance  penetrating  to  the 
bone,  never  can  happen. 

This  opinion,  with  refpedl  to  the  cure  of 
wounds  depending  in  a  great  meafure  upon 
the  decay  of  the  furrounding  parts,  was 
firft  introduced  by  a  very  ingenious  French 
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pradlitioner,  Mr  Fabre :  and,  like  every  new 
dodlrine,  it  has  by  fome  been  denied  to 
have  any  fort  of  influence ;  wl»ilft,  by  o- 
thersj  much  more  remarkable  cffedls  have 
been  attributed  to  it,  than,  on  examina* 
|:ion,  it  will  be  found  intitled  to. 

Thus  Mr  Fabre,  and  Mr  Louis  another 
furgeon  of  eminence  in  Paris,  aflert,  that 
lyounds  of  every  kind  which  do  not  heal 
by  the  firft  intention,  are  cured  entirely  by 
an  affaifement,  as  they  term  it,  or  a  wa- 
fting away  of  the  extremities  of  fuch  partfj 
as  have  been  divided ;  and  t;hey  abfolutely 
affirm,  that  there  never  does  occur  any 
lafting  produc^ipa  pf  fiew  part?  in  the  heal- 
ing  of  fores  *. 

Such  an  affertion,  however,  is  entirely 
contradidlory  to  daily  experience ;  and 
feems  to  be  merely  the  confequence  of  ^ 
lively  imagination  ei^tering  keenly  into  the 
fupporc  of  a  favourite  dodlrine  :  for,  altho' 
it  will  readily  be  allowed,  that  a  very  con- 
fiderable  part  of  the  cure  in  evi^ry  ulcer, 
efpecially  in  old  people,  is  effe^Sed  by  the 
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caufe  we  have  affigned;  yet  few  pradli- 
tioners  will,  probably,  deny,  that  in  many 
inftances,  particularly  in  young  people, 
very  confiderable  prpdudions  occur  of  that 
vafcular  fubftance  we  have  formerly  de- 
fcribed ;  infomuch  that  it  is  fometimes  a 
very  troublefome  matter  to  fupprefs  fuch 
excrefcences,  fo  as  to  keep  them  within 
proper  limit;s. 

As  a  farther  cpnfirmation  that  a  growth 
of  new  parts  dpes,  ^o  a  certain  degree,  fre- 
quently occurs  many  very  remarkable  in- 
ftances might  be  mentioned  from  different 
authors,  of  deep  and  extenfive  lolles  being 
almoft  entirely  repaired  by  nature.  It 
would  here,  however,  be  very  foreign  to 
our  purpofe,  atid  efpecially  as  it  does  not 
appear  to  be  ii^  the  leaft  neceflary  j  for  by 
every  candid  praditioner  it  muft  be  ac- 
knowledged, that  fuch  occurrences  are  by 
no  means  uncommon. 

Though  the  opinion,  however,  cannot 
be  admitted  in  fuch  an  extenfive  latitude 
as  thofe  who  introduced  it  might  incline ; 
yet,  from  the  feveral  arguments  we  have 
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advanced,  it  will  appear  to  have  at  lead  a 
confiderable  Ihare  in  the  cure  of  every  ul- 
cer ;  and  from  all  that  ha«  beeti  faid  with 
refpedl  to  it,  this  inference,  we  think,  may 
be  drawn,  that  although  the  generality 
of  ulcers  are  fupplied  with  a  fpecies  of  new 
produftion,  yet  to  a  certain  extent  the  curt 
of  all  fuch  diforders  depends  very  much 
upon  the  contradfion  of  the  furrounding 
Ikin,  in  confequence  of  the  parts  lying  be- 
low it  fubfiding  or  diminifhing  in  bulk. 

This,  when  there  has  been  any  pretcr-* 
natural  tumefa^ion  induced,  as  frequently 
happens  in  a  particular  manner  in  fcro- 
phulous  fores,  is  effected  merely  by  the 
difcuflion  of  fuch  fwellings ;  but  in  others 
that  are  attended  with  a  real  lofs  of  ftlb- 
ftance,  the  extremities  of  even  the  found 
remaining  parts,  mud,  as  we  have  already 
remarked,  undergo  very  confiderable  di* 
^inutions. 
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§  4.  Of  the  Effeds  of  Cmpreffton  in  the  Cure  of 

Uleers. 

From  this  view  of  the  matter,  a  very 
material  piece  of  practice,  which  we  find  to 
have  befen  long  ago  known  td  pradlitioners, 
but  which  df  late  has,  for  no  evident  rea- 
fon,  however,  been  almoft  entirely  laid 
^de,  comes  to  be  clearly  accounted  for :  I 
mean,  the  ufe  of  the  laced  (locking  in  ul- 
cers of  the  legs  ;  which,  by  Wifeman  and 
many  other  old  writers,  is  tnuch  recom- 
mended, with  i  view  to  prevent  thofe  oede- 
matous  fwelliiigs  to  which  patients  with 
fuch  difbrders  are  commonly  liable. 

With  this  vie^Y,  the  laCed  flocking  is  no 
doubt  to  be  confidered  as  the  moit  effediual 
remedy  j  but  it  has,  in  all  fuch  cafes,  I  am 
perfuaded,  beein  inuch  ilibre  frequently  of 
fcrvice,  by  ferviilg  to  promote  that  dimi- 
nution of  the  adjoining  part?,  which  we 
have  already  fhown  to  be  fo  necefTary  for 
the  cure  of  every  ulcer :  As  in  this  refpecft 
it  ads  merely  by  the  degree  of  compreffion 
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afforded,  it  muft  evidently  prove  equally 
ferviceable  in  whatever  part  of  the  body 
fores  may^  be  fituated  ;  and  accordingly,  I 
have  conftantly  found,  that  ulcers  in  the 
arm,  and  wherever  a  continued  genUe 
preflur^  could  be  applied,  have  received 
more  benefit  from  an  application  of  this 
kind,  than  from  all  the  other  remedies  ufu- 
ally  employed. 

As  it  is  the  preffure  therefere  onfy^  which 
in  fuch  cafes  is  wanted,  it  is  mod  conveni- 
ently made,  both  in  the  legs  and  el& where,, 
by  means  of  a  pretty  broad  roller  applied 
fpirally,  if  neceffary  from  the  extremity  of 
the  member,  ta  a  little  above  the  difeafed 
part ;  but  when  no  cededxatous  fwellings 
occur,  it  generally  proves  fufficient  to  make 
the  roller  pais  from  about  three  inches  be* 
low  the  fore,  to  two  or  three  inches  above 
it.  In  ulcers  of  the  kgs  the  roller  ihould 
commence  at  the  toes,  andfliould  be  carried 
to  the  knee  joint,  or  at  leaft  to  two  inches 
above  the  fores:  and,  even  in  ulcers  of  the 
thighs,  if  any  cedematous  fwcUing  oc- 
curs in  the  leg,  as  is  often  the  cafe,  the 
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bandage  fiiould  commence  at  the  toes  ;  but 
when  the  kg  is  akogether  free  from  fwell-? 
ing,  this  is  feldom  fbandto  be  neceflary. 
By  means  of  a  roller,  compreffion  can  be 
made  niore  dircdtly  on  any  particular  part, 
than  vrith  the  laced  nocking ;  it  is  more 
convenieiitly  applied  too,  and  it  generally 
gives  lefs  uneafinefs  to  the  patient.  It  i$ 
likewife  more  eafily  obtained :  for  the  diffi* 
culty  of  fitting  a  laced  flocking,  with  that 
exadnefs  which  this  application  requires, 
k  fo  gi^at,  that  rery  few  tradefraen  arc  ca- 
jpable  of  making  it ;  whereas  a  roller  may 
it  all  tinies  be  eafily  procured* 

Rollers^  for  this  purpofc,  ought  to  be 
about  two  inches  and  a  half  broad  ;  and 
on  experience  it  is  found,  that  they  anfwer 
better  when  made  of  thin  flannel  of  thci 
Spanifh  or  WclQi  kind,  than  of  any  other 
krticle.  This  hot  only  keeps  the  parts? 
warmer  thain  tinen,  which,  in  ulcers  of 
every  kind,  proves  cdmixxonly  ferviceable^ 
but  the  foftnefs  ind  elafticity  of  the  flan- 
nel prevents  it  from  fretting  and  galling 
the  parts  to  which  it  is  applied  j  an  incon- 
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venicnce  frequently  experienced  froih  li- 
nen bandages. 

.  In  the  application  of  fuch  a  bandage,  it 
will  readily  be  underftood,  that  it  fhould 
always  be  done  in  fuch  a  manner  as  par- 
ticularly to  fupport  the  fkiA,  fo  as  to-  occa- 
fion .  as  near  a  *  conjuridlion  a^  poffible  of 
the  edges  of  the  fore.  For  as  it  is  well 
known,  that  there  never  occurs  any  prd- 
dudtion  of  new  Ikin,  or  even  clongatdon 
of  the  old,  as  much  as  can  be  eafily  faved 
ihould  always  be  brought  to  cover  fuch 
parts  as  by  its  retradlion  may  have  been 
denuded ;  for  aH  fuch  as  remain  uncovered^ 
have  afterwards  for  their  protcdlion  a  thin 
fcarf-fkin  only,  which,  in  ftrength,  as  well 
as  in  every  other  circumftance,  is  greatly 
inferior  to  the  cutis  vera. 

From  a  due  attention  to  this  point,  much 
more  affiftarice  is  to  be  obtained  in  the  cure, 
bf  wounds  and  ulcers  than .  is  commonly 
imagined :  for,  in  by  far  the  greateft  num- 
ber of  lituations,  every  wound  not  attended 
with  much  lofs  of  fubftance  may  be 
brought  to  heal  by  the  re-union  of  the  di- 
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vided  parts  ;  which,  in  every  cafe  that  can 
occur,  is  by  much  the  mod  eligible  me- 
thod of  cure.  When  this  can  be  properly 
accompliihed  immediately  upon  a  wound 
being  inflidiked,  it  ihould  always  be  done ; 
but  very  often,  when  that  precaution  has 
cither  at  firft  been  negledled,  or  when  it 
has  not  then  been  pradlicable  from  a  too 
great  retradlion  of  the  parts,  it  may  fre- 
queatly  be  effeded  afterwards  in  a  later 
period  of  the  diforder. 

For,  in  large  wounds,  when  in  the  fpacc 
of  about  fourteen  days  a  full  fuppuration, 
has  come  on,  and  the  inflammation  which 
originally  took  place  has  in  a  great  meafure 
fubfided,  the  fides  of  fuch  wounds,  or  ul- 
cers as  they  then  are,  may  by  proper  com- 
preflion  be  either  entirely  united,  or  at 
leaft  brought  fo  far  to.  approach  one  ano- 
ther, as  greatly  to  diminilh  any  vacancy 
that  at  firft  took  place ;  a  circumftancc 
which  renders  the  cure  of  fuch  complaints 
much  more  Ihort  and  eafy  than  it  is  other- 
wrife  found  to  be* 

In  the  application  of  compreflion,  for 
M  3  the. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


i8^  Qyiryalipns  on  tjoe  Part  II. 

the  purpofe  we  have  mentioned,  it  will  be 
underftood,  from  what  we  have  ftid  al- 
ready, that  it  is  not  to  be  employed  ia  any 
fpecies  of  ulcer  while  any  cohfiderable  de- 
gree of  inflammation  remains  ;  but  as  fbon 
as  that  fymptom  is  pretty  much  removed, 
it  may  always  be  put  in  pradice  with  the 
greateft  fafety. 

The  remedy  of  which  ysre  are  iiow  fpeak- 
ing,  namely,  comprefSon,  proves  fo  gene- 
rally ufeful  in  the  cure  of  ulcers,  that  aftcjr 
the  inflaminatory  llage  of  fores  is  over,  it 
ought  in,  perhaps,  every  inftance  to  be  em- 
ployed :  Cures  may  no  doubt  be  effedled 
by  other  methods  ;  but  I  will  yentui'e  to, 
^y,  that  in  the  moll  troublefomc  of  all 
.fores,  habitual  ulcers  of  the  legs,  more 
lafling  cures  may  in  general  be  obtained 
by  a  proper  application  of  prelTurc,  than 
by  any  other  means  with  which  practi- 
tioners are  as  yet  acquainted. 

The  other  moft  remarkable  part;  of  the 
|)rocefs  of  nature  in  the  cure  of"  ulqers, 
coniifts,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  in 
the  formation  of  a  certain  kind  of  new  fiib- 
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{lance ;  the  produdioa  of  which  we  ia 
ibme  meafure  attempted  to  explain,  by  £up- 
poiing  it  to  coniift  in  an  extenfion  of  the 
divided  yeffek,  with  a  confiderable  incrcafe 
of  cellular  fubftance.     This,   in  a  found 

•  v. 

healthy  ftate,  appears,  in  every  fore,  in  the 
form  of  an  infinite  number  of  very  fmall 
tubercles,  of  a  bright,  freflx  red  complcxioUi^ 
and  in  general  of  a  tolerably  firm  organi- 
fatioa. 

As,  in  difeafed  ftates  of  the  body,  thefe 
tubercles  or  granulations  put  on  very  dif- 
ferent appearances,  according  to  the  parti- 
cular nature  of  the  complaint  with  which 
they  happen  to  be  conne<^ed,  fuch  peculia- 
rities as  are  thereby  occafioned  in  the  fe  veral 
fpecies  of  ulcer  enumerated  in  the  enfuing 
fe6lio£ia  will  be  all  particularly  taken  no- 
tice of  J  as  will  likewife  the  various  me- 
thods of  aflifting  nature,  not  pply  in  the 
corredtion  of  the  difeaiid  ftates  of  fuch 
produ<5lions,  but  in  promoting  a  firm  and 
healthy  growth ;  for  although  this  is  chief- 
ly to  be  confidered  as  the  work  of  nature, 
yet  ^rt  in  different  circumftances  is  fre- 
M  4  quently 
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quently  able  to  aflFord  her  Tcry ,  confideF- 
able  af&dance. 

Though  the  means  neceflary  for  this 
purpofe  will  be  afterwards  particularly 
pointed  out,  it  will  not  be  improper,  in  the 
firft  place,  to  make  a  few  obfervations  with 
refpecfl  to  their  general  tendency,  fo  that 
the  operation  of  all  of  them  may  be  theq 
more  readily  undcrftood, 

S  5*  Of  the  Advantages  to  be  obtained  from  Arf^ 
in  the  Produ^ion  of  Granulations  in  Sores. 

The  principal  advantage  which  in  this 
refpedl  accrues  from  art  in  the  cure  of 
fores,  is  the  removal  of  fuch  caufes  as  tend 
to  retard  the  natural  exertions  of  the  fy- 
ftem  ;  and  although  the  different  obftruc- 
tions  which  nature  meets  with  in  her  pro- 
grcfs  are  , exceedingly  various,  yet  they 
may  all  with  propriety  enough  be  reduced 
to  two  general  heads,  namely,  to  fuch  as 
may  be  confidered  entirely  as  of  an  inter- 
nal nature,  and  to  thofe  again  which  ope- 
rate merely  as  external  or  local  caufes. 
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Of  the  former  kind  are,  every  general 
diforder  to  which  the  conftitution  is  liable ; 
as  it  is  by  experience  found,  that  a  found 
healthy  ftate  of  the  fyftem  only,  is  capable 
of  producing  proper  granulations^. 

Thus  the  cure  of  fuch  ulcers  as  occur  in 
lues  venerea,  fcrophula,  and  fcurvy,  can 
never  be  properly  eflfedled  unlefs  the  ge- 
neral aflPedlion  of  the  habit  be  firft  cor- 
reded. 

A  low  emaciated  ftate  of  the  fyftem  too, 
proceeding  either  from  a  very  poor  diet, 
or  from  immoderate  evacuations,  is  found 
to  be  very  prejudicial  to  the  growth  of  new 
parts :  for,  as  the  fupply  of  fuch  accidental 
loffes  as  occur  in  fores,  muft  render  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  fupply  the  fyftem  with  a  larger  " 
proportion  of  nutritious  matter  than  is  re- 
quifite  when  there  are  no  lofTes  or  diffid- 
ences to  be  repaired,  if  a  patient  in  fiich  a 
fituation  be  kept  upon  a  low  allowance  in 
point  of  diet,  and  efpccially  if  at  the  fame 
time  the  difcharge  from  the  ulcer  is  confi- 
derable,  the  repair  of  any  deficiences  muft, 
in  fuch  circumftances,  it  is  evideqt,  go  on 

much 
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much  .more  flowly  thaii  whea  the  contrary 
of  thefe  occur.  And  in  fa<5t  we  fiod^  though 
^  very  pkthoric  habit  of  body^  with  a  fijl 
allowance  of  heating  nourifhing  dieti  is  not 
proper  for  the  cure,  of  any  kind  of  fore^j 
yet  diat  an  emaciated  Rate,  and  a  low  de- 
bilitating regimen,  prove  equally  preju- 
dicial. 

A  middle  courie,  therefore^  ihould  in  all 
fuch  cafes  be  obferved,  and  the  patient 
ought  to  be  kept  in  a  :Qtuation  at  lead  not 
much  more  reduced  than,  that  of  his  ordi- 
nary or  natt^ral  health.  But  this  circum- 
ilatice  muftin  a  great  meafurc  be  r^ula- 
ted  by  the  particular  exigencies  of  every 
cafe  :  for,  in  fome  patients  of  a  highly  in- 
flammatory diathcfis^  every  icratch  almoft 
is  apt  to  inflame  and  become  troubleibme ; 
fo  that,  when  ulcers  of  any  magnitude  oc- 
cur in  this  flate  of  the  fyftem,  it  is  often 
neceflary  to  keep  the  patient  on  a  very  low 
allowance. 

Others,  again,  of  a  contrary  habit  of  bo- 
dy, who  have  been  much  reduced^  and  who 
have  no  particular  tendency  to  inflamma- 
tory 
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tory  complaints,  very  freqtiently  bear,  And 
receive  much  benefit  from,  more  nourifli- 
iag  foods  than  they  were  formerly  accu*- 
Itemed  to;  fo  that  it  muft  always  depend 
on  the  judgment  of  the  pra^itioner,  to  point . 
out  fuch  a  regimen  as  may  feem  beft  fuited 
^o  the  pftTtieular  fituation  of  every  patient. 

The  local  obftrudlions,  again,  which  oc- 
ctir  to  the  formation  of  new  parts  in  ulcers, 
are  of  various  kinds  :  but  they  may  all  be 
reduced  to^  two  general  divifions ;  namely, 
to  fuch  as  adt  folely  in  a  mechanical  man- 
ner by  exciting  irritation  j  and  thofe  that 
are  evidently  of  a  corrofive  nature. 

From  daily  experience,  it  is  found,  that 
granulations  in  fores^  are,  cseteris  paribus, 
always  moft  quickly  formed  when  the  part 
i^  kept  entirely  free  from  pain }  and,  when 
duly  attended  to,  the  reafon  of  this  ap- 
pears fufficiently  obvious.  For  whatever 
proves  the  caufe  of  much  uneafinefs,  muft 
excite  in  the  extremities  of  the  divided  vcC- 
fels,  as  irritation  docs  in  every  fenfitive 
part  to  which  it  is  applied,  a  preternatural 
degree  of  atSlion  or  ftri(Slure  j  which  is  a 
^   ^  ^  ftate 
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date  entirely  oppofite  to  what  we  have 
fliown  to.be  the  mod  favourable  for  the 
produdlion  of  iiew  parts  j  for  as  this  very 
probably  depends,  as  we  have  elfewhere 
remarked,  on  an  elongation  of  the  divi4j?(l 
veflels,  the  more  eafy  and  lax  thefc  are  prcr 
ferved,  the  more  readily  always  will  fucj^ 
an  extenfion  advance* 

And  we  do  accordingly  find,  that  whatr 
ever  tends  to  keep  up  any  considerable  in;- 
£ammation  in  fores,  has  a  certain  efl^dt  ia 
putting  a  total  flop  to  the  produdion  of 
granulations. 

Hence  the  neceffity  of  removing  fronji 
wounds  and  ulcers,  every  extraneous  body^ 
or  whatever  tends  to  produce  irritation; 
and  from  the  fame  circumftance  is  ac- 
counted for  the  great  advantage  of  drcffing 
feldom,  and  of  ufing  mild  finjple  applica- 
tions, inftead  of  fpUowing  the  pradlice 
which  formerly  prevailed,  of  dreffing  much 
more  frequently,  and  that  too  with  very 
complex  irritating  ointments  and  wa(hes. 

The  other  fet  of  local  caufes  that  tend  ta 
obftrud   the  formation  of  new  granulai- 

tionS| 
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tions,  and  which  were  faid  to  be  of  a  cor- 
rofive  nature,  are  chiefly  all  thofe  vitiated 
difcharges,  which,  by  negledl  or  improper 
management,  are  fb  apt  to  occur  in  every 
ulcer.  For,  almoft  every  kind  of  matter 
afforded  jby  fores,  that  differs  much  in  it« 
nature,  either  in  colour  or  confidence,  from 
mild  and  good  pus,  poffefTes  conftantly  a 
greater  or  lefs  degree  of  acrimony  or  cau- 
fticity  ;  which  in  Ibme  cafes  is  fo  very 
remarkable,  that  not  only  the  granulations 
are  corroded  and  prevented  by  it  from 
rifing,  but  even  the  neighbouring  found 
parts  are  often  greatly  injured. 

In  all  fuch  diforders,  the  principal  inten- 
tion to  be  kept  in  view,  is  the  corredion  of 
this  acrid  ftate  of  the  matter,  whilft  at  the 
fame  time  we  attempt  to  convert  it  into 
what  is  termed  laudable  pus  ;  the  foveral 
means  for  effecVmg  which  will  afterwards 
Li  the  different  fedtions  be  particularly  en- 
umerated. 

Thefe  different  obftacles  to  the  forma- 
tion of  granulations  being  at  laft  removed, 
nature  will  always^  as  far  as  poffible,  carry 

on 
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cm  their  formation;  and  when,  in  due 
time,  ftich  vacancies  as  occur  in  fores,  are; 
feither  by  theiir  means,  or  by  the  efl&cfl  of 
feompreffion,  or  by  both|  as  much  as  may 
be,  fupplied,  the  only  remaining  part  of  the 
cure,  as  We  fonrierly  remarked,  is  the  for-^ 
matiori  of  a  cicatrix.  This,  tooj  is  fr6- 
ig[ucntly,  in  a  great  ineafure,  igffcdted  by 
nature ;  but  it  can  iofteii  be  bonfid^erably 
promoted  by  the  ufe  bf  ptoper  dpplica-^ 
tions. 

Whilii  any  deficiences  in  fbres  remald: 
to  be  filled  up,  and  whilft  the  parts  are  fbi* 
this  purpofe  ftill  fhooting  arid  iatendilig;* 
the  very  mildeft  applications;  it  t^as  re- 
marked are  the  moft  proper;  but^  virheii 
the  loft  of  fubftance  has  cither  been  rc-^ 
paired  entirely^  or  to  fuch  a  degree  as  th^ 
ftrength  and  other  circumftances  of  the 
patient  vrill  permit,  thdfe  applications,- 
which  in  the  extending  (late  xsf  the  veffels 
would  have  been  prejudicial,  lioW  becbme 
jproper  and  lieceflary. 

ThuSj  all  the  mild  ftyptic  powdeh  and 
wafheSj  by  contrading  or  corrugating  the 

extre- 
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extremities  of  fuch  veflcls  as  have  beeo  di- 
videdf  and  by  prcxlucmg  aa  exficcAti9a  of 
that  morgaisic  cellular  fabftance  in.whidb 
th«fc  are  enveloped,  tend  to  induce  over 
the  furfaoe  of  fores  that  delicate  thin  co- 
veting termed  Cicatrix  j  wbich^  though 
it  is  at  firft  always  very  tender,  yet  in 
courifetrf  tune  it  commonty  acquires  greater 
ftrength,  by  a  farther  addition  of  thick- 
nefs,  from  that  fame  cellular  membrane 
which  at  firft  contributed  to  form  it. 

Having  premifed  thefe  general  obferva-*- 
ti(ms  with  refpcft  to  the  manner  in  whicb 
the  cure  of  fores  fcem«  to  be'eflfetfted,  and 
which  apply  in  a  great  mcafure  to  every 
fpecics  of  the  difbrder^  we  now  proceed  to 
the  more  particular  treatment  of  the  fimple 
purulent  ulcer. 

S  &  Remarki  on  the  IndkoH^m  rfCurey  and  on 
the  Remedies  necejary  m  tim  Treatment 
of  tbejimpk  pwruknt  Ulcer* 

In  thq  cure  of  this  fpecie$  of  ulcer,  as 
there  is  very  little  inflammaticn),  and  np 

pre- 
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preternatural  fwelling  fuppofed  to  take 
place,  but  merely  a  vacuity,  cither  from  a 
real  lofs  of  fubftance,  or  from  a  rctraiSlion 
of  parts  fimply  divided,  the  difchargc  at 
the  fame  time  being  of  a  mild  purulent 
nature ;  the  only  indications  that  occur^ 
are, 

\Jl^  To  diminifh,  as  much  as  poflible^ 
any  vacancy  the  ulcer  may  have  occafion- 
edj  and, 

2^,  To  promote  the  formation  of  a  ci-* 
catrix. 

For  the  more  effedtual  acQompUfhment 
of  the  firft  of  thefe,  the  concurrence  of  two 
different  circumftancfes  is  requifite;  namely, 
The  formation,  to  a  certain  extent,  of  new 
granulations;  and  the  diminution  or  decay 
of  filch  parts  as  lie  immediately  con rigu-* 
ous  to  the  ulcer.  ,  . 

We  have  formerly  fhown^  that  either  a 
confiderable  degree  of  inflammation,  or 
the  prefenco  of  any  acrid  corrofive  matter^ 
are  both  exceedingly  detrimental  to  the 
prodti6lion  of  new  parts  J  fo  that  this  part 
•f  the  cure  ought  to  confift  .entirely,  or 

at 
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kt  kaflt  chiefi jr,  ill  fticli  d  treatment  as 
tends  moil  eflPei^aaiily  to  the  ptcveation  of 
thefecaufes. 

With  this  view;  the  firft  circiimftanbc 
b  be  attended  to;  is^  td  avoid  the  ufe  of* 
the  fevertfl  wirrii  gums,  balfams,  and'  fpi* 
rituous  tindiures,  21s  we  find  recommeudeci 
in  tniy  Cafe  of  iilcer,  by  all  the  older  wri- 
teri,  and  as  is  ftill  continued  by  many  of 
the  moderri  foreign  praditioncnu 

Fot  although^  in  fome  fpecics  of  ulcers, 
diflFerent  articles  of  this  iind  may  be  ufcd 
t^thoiit  much  incdnvcnicrige,  arid  iiicet- 
ttid  circamftariccs  may  (bmctimes  even  be 
of  fertice  J  yet^  in  every  cafe  bf  fimplti  ul- 
fcer,  diey  always  do  mifchicf;  attd  in  the 
treatment  lof  fnch  fotei  Ihoiild  certainly 
be  laid  afide;  as  ^  ought  alfo  every  a:p- 
l^ication  that  can  occafiori  much  pain  or 
irritatioiii  for  •whatever  has  this  effedt^ 
inuft  aiway*;  increafe  the  infianjmation  j 
and,  crnifcquently,  for  the  rcafens  we  hatve 
fwmerly  given,  niuft  neceffarily  retard  the 
fctire*  lEyett'theconimon  bafillcoii  arid  lir- 
tliittentijm  Arc^i  of  th6  fhops,  are,  for  the 
K  famd 
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fiimc  reafons,  improper;  for  every  oint- 
aient  with  any  large  proportion  of  rpfiix.  of 
turpentine^  always  irritates  very  coniider* 
ably- 

The  only  advantages  whichyin  fuch  cafes^ 
ought  to  be  looked  for  from  the  ufe  of^y 
ointment,  fliould  be,  its  allowing  the  dif- 
ferent dreflings  to  be  renewed  with  lejS 
pain  than  they  otherwife  could  bcj  and 
hence  a  compofition  of  the  blandefi  mate*- 
rials,  is,  for  fuch  purpofes^  preferable  to- 
every  other. 

In  this  view,  any  ointment  fimilar  to  the 
uhguentum  cereum  of  the  Edinburgh  Dif* 
penfatory,  anfwers  exceedingly  well:  It 
is  prepared  with  pure  white  wax,  fperma- 
ceti,  and  frelh  olive-oil,  without  any  other 
addition. 

The  quantities  of  each  of  the  articles,  a^ 
there  prefcribed,  are,  four  ounces  of  wax, 
three  ornices  of  fpermaceti,  and  a  pound 
of  oil;  a,  compoiition  which  forms  an  oint- 
ment of  a  very  proper  confidence,  and 
which  ought  to  be  kept  in  every  fliop,  as 

die 
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the  moft  ufeful  dreflihg  for  all  the  more 
fimple  kinds  of  ulcers; 

In  fuch  fores  as  we  are  now  treating  of, 
an  ointment  containing  a  proportion  of  any 
of  the  faturnine  remedies,  is  fometimes 
found  to  prove  ufeful ;  and  as  Goulard's 
ccriatc  is  a  very  neat  preparation  of  this 
kind,  wfc  thiflk  it  right  to  communicate  the 
prefcription  he  gives  for  it, 

-Take  four  ounces  of  refined  wax  and  one 
pound  of  oil ;  and  keep  them  over  a  flow 
fire  till  the  wax  is  melted,  taking  care  to 
ftir  them  gently.  Having  previoufly  mixed 
four  ounces  of  the  extradhim  fatumi  with 
fix  pounds  of  waterj  add  it  by  little  and 
little  to  the  wax  and  oil,  now  cooled  in 
a  yeflcl  of  a  proper  fize*.  Let  them  be 
well  incorporated  together  with  a  wooden 
fpatula^  always  taking  care  to  let  the  quan-* 
tity  of  water  firft  put  in  be  thoroughly 
abforbed  before  any  more  is  added  :  This 
cerate  may  be  made  ftronger  or  weaker,  by 
adding  more  or  lefs  of  the  extradl.  This, 
N  2  as 

*  For  the  preparation  of  the  extradtum  faturni,  fee, 
page  44- 
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as  weir  as  every  ointment^  {Honld  always 
be  prepared  in  fmall  quantities,  as  it  is  of 
much  importance  in  the  treatment  of  fores 
to  employ  firch  dreffihgs  only  as  are  per* 
feftly  frefli  and  free  fi'orii  rancidity. 

Pledgits  of  lint,  fpread  thin  ^ith  Either 
<)f  theie  ointments,  are  in  general  apjdied 
-mthout  occailoning  the  leaft  pain;  BnA 
the  ufe  of  them  in  this  manner,  indeed,  is 
never  attend^  with  any  kind  of  iBconve» 
nience :  for,  though  all  oily  applications  ta 
fores  have  been  4:ondemned  by  fome,  from 
an  apprehenfioa  of  their  turning  rancid; 
yet  I  can  fay  from  ejcperience,  that  under 
proper  management  they  never  become  fb. 
Nor  is  it  ea(y  to  fuppofe  that  any  fuch 
ppeparation,  as  thefe  we  have  mentioned^ 
v*hen  compofed  of  frefti  materials,  can  ever 
become  putrid  between  the  dSfierent  drefi- 
ings  of  fores,  which  very  rarely  ought  to 
be  more  diftant  than  twenty-four  hours 
from  one  afiother. 

The  frequent  drefling  of  fores  is  now 
•*ery  generally,  and  very  properly,  con- 
demned;   but,.,    as   pradkioners    are  apt 

ta 
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to  nm  into  oppofite  ^stremeS)  we  find  that 
tiy  fame  it  is  recommended  to  renew  ap- 
fdications  of  this  kind  not  oftener  thad 
ooce  in  five,  fix,  or  eight  days^  It  rarely^ 
if  ever,  happea«,  however,  that  this  can.  be 
ppbper.  It  affords  no  advantage  to  ihfi 
ibre:  for  we  can  affert  from  frequent 
evidence  of  both  methods,  that  an  ulcer^ 
except  in  the  lat^ft  ftages  of  it  when  the 
cicatrix  4s  nearly  forming,  will  in  general 
<ure  more  eafily  by  the  dr^flings  being 
changed  daily,  than  when  not  renewed  fo 
frequently;  and  it  is  attended  with  thi$ 
advantage,  that  the  patient  is  kept  clean^ 
^nd  the  air  of  the  apartment  in  which  h^ 
lies  is  preferved  in  a  more  pure  {late  tham 
it  ever  is  by  a  contrary  management.  We 
are  therefore  clearly  of  opinion,  that  al- 
though the  dreffings  of  feres  ought  not  to  be 
very  frequently  renewed,  yet  that  the  con- 
trary extreme  would  prove  ftill  more  pre- 
judicial :  In  hofpitals  efpecially,  where  it 
is  fo  difficult  to  preferve  the  air  pure  and 
untainted,  this  is  a  circumftance  which 
merits  the  greateft  attention  j  more  indeed 
N  3  ;baa 
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than  pradlltioncrs  commonly  beftow  upon 
it.  The  leading  circumftance  which  ought 
to  diredt  us  in  th?  frequency  o£  dr^flings  is, 
the  quantity  of  matter  aflforded  by  ibres : 
No  application  (hould  be  removed  till  it  can 
be  done  with  perfed^  eafe  ;  but  whenever 
there  is  any  cpnfiderable  quantity  of  mat- 
ter in  the  cavity  of  an  ulcer,  tlie  dreffings, 
ought  to  be  renewed  daily. 

One  principal  inconvenience  fuppofed  tq 
arife  from  the  frequent  dreffings  of  fores,  ia 
the  influence  produced  upon  them  by  exr 
pofure  to  the  air  j  but  if  new  drefl^ings  are 
fo  prepared  as  to  be  immediately  applie4 
on  the  others  being  removed,  every  incon- 
venience from  this  caufe  may  be  avoided* 
This  we  muft  remark,  however,  is  a  point 
of  fuch  importance  as  to  deferve  very  fe- 
rious  attention ;  for  a  too  free  admiilion 
of  air  to  fores  always  interrupts  the  cure, 
not  only  by  acting  as  a  powerful  irriia* 
ting  caufe,  but  by  tending  to  viti'ate  the 
nature  oi  the  matter  difcharged  by  them. 

Another  objedion  too  has  been  made  by 
different  prjacStitioners,  to  the  ufe  of  unduj 
^  ^  ous 
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ous  applications  in  the  treatment  of  fores, 
naoMly,  that  thfjr  are  apt  to  reader  the 
parts  lax  and  flabby,  fo  as  to  prevent  the 
nefw*  granulations  from  being  fo  firm  as 
thcjr  otherwife  would  be. 

This  I  know,  indeed,  to  be  the  confe* 
quencc  of  a  long-continued  ufe  of  warm 
emollient  applications,  efpecially  of  fomen- 
tations and  poultices ;  but  an  ointment  of 
the  kind  we  hare  recommended,  very  thiil- 
ly  fpread,  never  does  produce  that  effedV, 
and  it  always  proves  a  more  agreeable  ap- 
plication than  dry  charpee  alone ;  which, 
ualefe  the  fores  to  which  it  is  applied  are 
covered  with  large  quantities  of  matter, 
always  occafions  a  good  deal  of  irritation, 
and  in  fome  degree  is  attended  with  the 
fame  effedts  as  gentle  efcharotic  applica- 
tions ;  a  circumftance  that  feems  to  have 
Keen  well  known  to  many  of  the  old  wri- 
ters on  furgery,  who  frequently  recommend 
dry  charpee    for  fuppreffing    the   undue 
growth  of  parts,  when,  in  the  cure  of  fores, 
\l  happens  to  be,  too  confiderable. 

\  have  long  been  an  enemy  to  the  indif-r 
?^  4  crimiRat? 
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criminate  ufc  of  dry  charpce  or  lint  in 
ibres«  Thi$  will  j^ppear  from  the  cpnt^nts 
of  tlie  preceding  paragraph,  which  was 
publiftied  fix  years  ago,  and  I  never  had 
any  reafon  to  alter  my  opinion.  The  cffed 
of  cuftom,  however,  is  fo  powefful,  that  it 
may  be  long  befoi'c  the  ufe  of  dry  lint 
is  fo  univerfally  laid  afide  as  it  ought  tq 
i>e :  but,  from  much  experience  in  matters 
of  this  kind,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion,  that 
a  general  ufe  of  it  as  a  dreffing  tends  much 
to  retard  the  cure  of  ulcers;  and  whoever 
will  have  the  i:efolution  of  deviling  from 
the  cftablilhed  praiSlice,  and  will  employ 
any  mild  ointment  as  a  common  applica-? 
tion  to  fores,  will  receive  much  fatisfa<5lion 
from  doing  fo.  When  fpeaking  of  ntiild 
dreflings,  I  would  wifli  to  have  it  under- 
ftood,  that  it  is  in  the  fimple  purulent  ftatc 
of  an  ulcer  only,  in  which  much  utility  is 
to  be  expeded  from  them.  After  all  that 
has  yet  appeared  to  the  contrary,  not  only 
in  the  writings  of  ticiany  of  the  ancient  au- 
thors, but  even  in  thofe  of  fome  modern 
praditioners,  I.  am  perfeiflly  convinced,  that 
'    ■      '    •  '  in 
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in  this  ftatc  of  an  ulcer  a.  cure  will  be  more 
eafily  and  more  quickly  obtained  bj  mild 
dreffings  than  by  any  other  means :  but  in 
the  iioughy  foul  ftate  of  fpme  fores/appli- 
cations  of  this  kind^  \\  muft  be  owned,  have 
Uttlc  or  no  efiedt;  and  in  fach  circumftances 
fome  of  the  warm  irritating  dreflings,  to  be 
afterwards  pointed  out,  are  the  only  means 
from  which  relief  is  to  be  expeAed, 

In  all  fuch  tilcers,  therefore,  as  we  are 
now  fpeaking  of,  thofe  pledgits,  which,  at 
the  different  dreffings,  are  applied  irnme^ 
diately  to  the  fores,  Ihould  be  fpread  with 
fome  fuch  ointment  as  thofe  we  have  re- 
commended. 

The  iiext  circumftance  requiring  atten- 
don  in  this  part  of  the  cure,  is  to  employ 
fuch  means  as  may  preferve  the  matter  dis- 
charged from  fores  in  its  proper  purulent 
ftate,  both  with  refpedl  to  colour  and  con- 
fiftcnce ;  for,  unlefs  very  particular  atten- 
tion be  given  to  this  point,  the  bed  con- 
ditioned matter  always  degenerates  Iboner 
or  later  into  a  worfe  kind ;  and  as  matter 
of  a  real  purulent  nature  is  the  mildeft  and 
lead  acrid  difcharge  that  ulcers  ever  afford, 
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every  precaution  fliould  be  taiksm  to  'pre- 
&rve  a  continuance  of  it  in  dkis  ft^te.  ^ 

In  the  fimple  fpccies  of  ulcar  now  uhder 
confideration,  the  principal  attontioa  wUck 
for  this  purpofe  is  requifite,  is  the  prdar*- 
vation  of  a  due  degree  of  heait  in  the  part 
affecaed.  This,  in  whatever  part  of  the  bo- 
dy the  diforder  is  fieuated^  is  exGecdingly 
neceflary:  but  it  is  more  particularly  ib 
in  the  extremities  than  any  where  elfe ;  for 
the  natural  heat  of  thcfe  parts  is  not  near 
fo  confiderable  as  it  is  in  the  trunk  and  o- 
thcr  fituation«  where  the  z&xqh  of  the  heart 
ha9  more  influence. 

We  have  formerly  fhown  in  the  treatife 
on  inflammation,  how  neceflary  a  proper 
degree  of  h(pat  i^  for  the  formation  of  pus 
in  every  cafe  of  abfcefs :  and  a§  it  is  no 
lefs  fo  in  the  treatment  of  ulcersVit  fliould 
always  be  very  particularly  attended  to;  for 
the  want  of  a  due  regard  to  this  circum- 
llance  alone,  very  often  occaflons  the  dege- 
neracy of  fimple  ulcers  into  thofe  of  much 
more  inveterate  difpofitions. 

Whilfl:  any  degree  of  inflammation  rc- 
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mains  innlccrs,  the  eaficft  and  bed  naode 
of  applying  heat  is  by  the  ufe  of  warm 
emollient  qsitaplafms ;  but^  as  foon  as  the 
inflammatory  fymptoms  lure  much  abated, 
theft  Ihould  be  immediately  laid  afide: 
For,  in  confequence  of  the  very  powerful 
relaxing  properties  of  wanii  emollients,  a 
too  frequent  and  long-continued  ufe  of 
them,  as  we  have  already  obierved^  is  apt 
to  induce  too  much  laxity  or  want  of  tone 
in  the  parts  to  which  they  are  applied.  And 
the  fanae  purppfe  may  he  then  anfwered 
equally  weU,  by  applying  over  the  drefUngs 
thick  quilted  coverings  of  wool,  cotton,  oc 
of  any  fuqh  fubftances  as  mofl:  cffedually 
retain  heat. 

The  good  effecjls  refulting  from  a  proper 
attentioa  to  this  kind  of  management,  I 
have  on  many  occafions  experienced ;  and 
although  it  may  not  be  of  fo  much  import- 
ance in  cafes  6f  fimple  ulcers  merely,  as  in 
thofe  of  a  worfe  kind,  yet  even  in  the 
flighteft  that  occurs  it  Ihould  never  be 
omitted. 

In  almoft  every  fp?ci?8  qf  ulcer,  poultices 
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are  found  to  be  very  uieful  «ipplicatioas  io 
one  part  or  ^ther  of  the  cUit :  and^ultM- 
in  fuch  as  are  attended  t^ith  mttch  infiam^ 
matiottj  they  may  no  doubt  pro^e  fw^ic^g* 
able  by  their  emollient  propcrtirt  J  y«cbc 
degree  of  heat  they  kfibrd)  by  iu  <eflfe£leiiB 
p*omoting  a  good  ftippuratfO]]iJ»i4  I  aas 
porfuaded,  independently  of  every  fxthier 
chrcumftance,  the  greateft  advaasageihey 
ever  produce.  '      ^      r 

But  poultices^  when  u(ed  v^itk  tUa^^ 
tentiouj  utile^  they  are  much  fliore  fre- 
quently renewed  than  they  generally  afe, 
rather  do  harm  than  good ;  .for,  in  order 
to  obtain  all  the  advaiitages  that  may  be 
derived  from  them,  they  fhould  be  renewed 
at  lead  every  three  hours*  But  this  fub- 
jedl  having  been  more  fully  treated  of  in 
the  effay  on  inflammation,  it  is  not  now 
*  beceflary  to  enlarge  farther  upon  it ;  for 
the  fame  obfervations  we  had  then  occafioQ 
to  make  rcfpefting  the  cflFeds  of  heat  in 
promoting  fuppuration,  apply  with  equal 
force  and  propriety  here, 

Thefe  different  circumftances,  namely, 
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the  prcTcmtion  of  irritation,  by  very  mild 
dreflingfky  and  the  prefervation  of  a  proper 
dfignee  of  heat  in  the  part  affedUd^  are  the 
xBoft  cercauk. means  both  of  promoting  the 
g^wth  of  new  parts,  and  for  obtaining 
and  keepifiig  tip  a  difchai^  of  ^ood  mat^ 
tor.  They  fhould  both^  therefore,  be  all 
along  parbcularly  attended  to ;  either  till 
there  jloes  not  feem  any  farther  deficiency 
to  fill  up,  or  till  nature  appears  to  have 
^St&ad  ^  anuch  in  the  production  of  a 
now  growtji  ^  parts  as  the  circumftancea 
of  the  cafe  will  permit. 

The,  other  moft  material  part  of  the  firft 
indication  in  the  cure  of  ulcers,  is  to  be 
obtained^  as  we  already  obferved,  by  means 
of  gentle  compreffion:  and  this,  it  may  be 
remarked,  is  to  be  employed  at  the  fame 
time,  and  to  be  ufed  along  with  the  feve^ 
nd  a^lications  we  have  already  mention|f 
ed ;  for  as  fbon  as  the  inflammatory  ftat$^ 
"of  an  ulcer  is  over,  and  a  difcharge  of  good 
matter  is  induced,  flight  compreffion  by 
means  of  a  roller,  as  we  formerly  recom^ 
mended,  may  be  immediately  applied,  and 
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fhonld  be  continued  during  all  the  re^ 
mainder  of  the  cure.  It  fhould  be  applied 
too,  as  was  then  dircdted,  in  fuchta  way  as 
not  only  to  produce  a  gentle  preflure  upon 
the  parts  immediately  furrounding  the  ul- 
cer, but  likewife  to  ferve  as  a  fupport  to  the 
ikin  and  other  teguments,  fo  as  to  prevent 
their  retraction,  which  otherwifc,.  in  large 
ulcers  efpecially,  is  very  ready  to  happen. : 

When,  by  a  proper  attention  to  the  moft 
material  circumftances  in  the  treatment, 
and  on  the  neceflary  remedies  being  conti- 
nued for  a  longer  or  fhorter  period  accord- 
ing to  the  fize  of  the  fores  and  habit  of  the 
patient,  any  lofs  of  fubftance  which  occur^- 
red  is  at  laft  as  far  as  pofiible  fupplied,  the 
next  indication  of  cure  comes  then  to  be 
attended  to ;  and  that  is j  the  formation  of 
a  cicatrix* 

We  have  formerly  obfcrved,  that  a  cica- 
trix is  frequently  eflfe<fled  by  nature  alone ; 
but,  in  maay  cafes,  when  every  deficiency 
appears  to  be  even  thoroughly  fupplied, 
yet  flill  a  cure  is  difficult  to  accomplilh : 
The   furface   of  the  fores   remains  raw, 
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and  at  the  fame  time  difcharges  confider- 
f^leqtiantities.of  matter.  In  fuclicafe?^ 
it  heaomes  neceflary  ta  lay  afide  the  oint- 
fiwnt  iseflcOTtin^jded  for  the  preceding,  part 
«f  ^  cujre^ra^d  CO  ufe  onerjof  a  more  fly[H 
tk  dryifi^  nature. 

.In ithior  vkw^the  noogtientum  album  pre- 
pared with  cerufs,  as  is  ordered  in  different 
difpenfatoriea^  anfwers  exceedingly  well; 
hetter^indeed)  I  hare  often  thought,  than 
1^  t^ratmn  :e  kpide  cakmiiiare,  fa  domi^ 
iQMly  employed  as  a  dry  application. 
Lime-water,  too,  -  often  pronres  a  very  ef- 
fefhial  application  in  this  fituation  of  ul^ 
cers :  By  batliing  the  fores  widi  it  once  or 
twice  daily,  'and  ufing  the  cerufs  ointment 
or  comnu)n  cerate  as  a  dreffing,  a  cure  wiH 
frequently  be  effected,  when  it  cannot  pof- 
iibly  be  obtained  by  emollients :  Ardent 
ipirits,  too,  will  often  anfwer  the  fame  pur- 
pofe,  of  putting  a  (top  to  the  difcharge  af- 
forded by  fores  in  this  ftate,  and  of  drying 
or  corrugating  the  foft  cellular  fubftancc 
upon  their  furfiice  intx>  a  ^rm  cicatrix* 
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On  fimxe  OQc^ons^  ^tln^  ai  proper  dcB^ 
tscit  M  ftrtvtiited  from  fonxaag^^  by  tib 
grc^tk  of  t^^w^  granuladons  :faeiii9  ib  i^n* 
fiderablc  as  to  rife  aboire  the  fttcfiusccof  the 
neighbouriag.  foQiiid  pait9.  Sn/iueh  <iifef{ 
it  becomes  neceffary  to  have  .r&HmxA  Kf 
difiereot  aifaiogciit  or.  eikn  e^acotie  ap- 
plications^  q£  .i^rhicK.the.  iziofliriefl^bidi 
among  tbe  tmldtt  canftica.  is  bhie'Ticml; 
which,  nnieis  in  very  obIluiia£[;£2afefl^  a& 
mofb  always  prarves  fuffici^t ;  toad  when  it 
Jiappensto  fail,  m)thingwekket^  than:  the 
onnmon  cauftic  Aoneia  e^^tirfajtodtb-prore 

In  flight  ca£es  of  tins  kindjiiaiidef  d,  a  cimi 
is  often  efiefted  fay  die  u&joi  drfchiiapti 
alone;  a  pretty  tight  bandage  bei^ ct the 
fame  time  applied  direr  alL.  . 

This, :  we  mnfl  .obibrwi  Iraim-fi^,  k  i 
fituation  jof  ^  fore  wthich.  iaqsLtpBdf  porovd 
more  perpleSLisag  and  troiidiMbmie  tiia9a«jr 
other  part  of  tht  cure:  for  it  o^enhafi^ 
pem^  even  in  theinbA  bealtby  oiaAititfioD^ 
and  when  the  j^necedihg  i|kirti  of  the  care 
has  gone  very  properly  on,  that  a  cicatrix 
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cannot  be  induced,  ami  the  granulations 
newly  formed  cdndnc^  raw,  and  do  not 
ihow  any  tendency  to  heal.:  In  this  fitna- 
tion,  when  the  means  we  have  already  ad« 
vifed  do.  not  prove  effectual,  comprefTes 
moiftened  in  flrong  ardent  fpirits,  as  we 
have  mentioned  above,  particularly  in 
French  brandy,  beii^  applied  under  the 
roller,  will  oiFcea  accompliih  a  cure ;  or 
fpirits  ufed  in  this  manner,  may  be  al*- 
temated  with  tinciare  of  myrrh,  or  with  a 
fidutKm  of  blue  vitriol  in  water }  a  pradlice 
which  ill  different  initances  I  have  found 
to  fucceed,  when  the  means  ufuaily  em« 
Jjloyed  in  fuch  cafes  have  all  failed. 

ItL  the  preceding  obfervations  we  have 
enumerated  fuch  Ideal  applications  as  have 
been  forind  to  be  moft  efiedlual  in  the  cure 
of  ulcers  ;  but  there  are  fome  circum  fian- 
ces^ which,  though  of  a  more  general  na- 
ture, are  yet  equally  neceffary  to  be  attend- 
ed to, 

In  every  fpecies  of  ulcer,  even  in  thofe 

of  the  moft  fimple  nature,  reft  of  body, 

efpecially  of  the  part  affe<Sled,  is  particu- 

O  larly 
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krly  requifite ;  infomucb,  that,  unlefs  thb 
circumftance  be  attended  to,  all  the  appli- 
c^ions  that  caa  be  ufcd,  prove  commonly 
of  little  importance.  In  difordcrs  of  this' 
kind,  too,  occurring  in  the  lower  eitrcmi- 
ticF,  the  affeiled  limbs  fhould  be  always 
kept,  as  much  as  poffible,-  in  a  horizontal 
pofition,  as  being  the  pofture  which  proves 
moft  favourable  for  the  circulation  of  the 
fluids. 

Reft  and  an  horizontal  pofturci  have  by 
almoft  all  pradtitioners,  both  ancient  and 
modern,  been  looked  Upon  as  abfolutcly 
neceflary  for  the  cure  of  ulcers  in  the  lower 
extremities.  In  fome  late  publications,  how- 
ever, it  is  aflerted,  that  reft  is  ib  far  jfram 
being  neceflary  in  fuch  cafes,  that  a  cure  is 
juft  as  eafily  ^id  certainly  performed  whilil 
patients- are  g^ing  abroad,  as  whilft  they 
are  und^:  the  ftridfcft  confinement.  ^ 
•  In  fome  very  flight  ulcerations,  this  may 
fometimes  be  the  cafe ;  and  with  the  affift- 
ance  of  a  pretty  tight  bandage  or  laced 
ftocking,  applied  fo  as  to  fupport  the  parts 
properly,  even  fores  of  a  worfe  kind  may 
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be  freqnenriy  cured,  anfl  the  patients  at 
the  (ame  time  be  allowed  to  take  gentle 
exercife.  But,  in  general,  fo  far  at  leaft 
as  my  experience  goes,  the  regulations  up- 
on this  pointy  enjoining  ftridl  confinemeilt 
in  every  ulcer  df  the  extremities,  as  handed 
down  to  tls  by  all  the  ancient  tvriters,  ap* 
pears  to  be  Very  well  founded ;  for ^  accord* 
ing  as  they  are  more  ftri<^ly  attended  to  or 
noti  ^^  cure  condmoiily  advances  quickly 
or  otherwife. 

It  does  often  happen,  indeed^  as  we  have 
faid  above,  that  ulcers  of  even  a  bad  na- 
ture are  cured  without  any  afliftance  from 
confinement  or  a  horizontal  pofture  of  the 
limb.  This  I  have  frequently  met  with  ; 
and  kt  this  time  I  have  diflferent  cafes  un- 
der my  care,  of  ulcers  going  on  towards  a 
cure,  whilft  the  patients  are  daily  going 
abroad.  But  their  being  allowed  to  tak;c 
this  liberty,  has  always  proceeded  from 
neceflity  ;  as  there  is  nothing  of  which  I 
am  more  perfedlly  convinced,  than  that 
ulcers  on  the  lower  extremities  will  cure 
fooner,  more  eafily,  and  to  more  real  ad- 
O  %.    ,  vantage, 
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vantage,  whilft  the  limb  is  preferved  in  t 
horizontal  pofture,  than  they  will  do  whilft 
the  patient  continut^  to  take  exerciib.  Bttt 
when  the  circumftance^  of  patient*  prevent 
ws  from  receiving  tlie  advantages  to  be  de» 
rived  from  confinementt  we  are  reduced  to 
the  neceifity  of  attempting  the  cure  of  ul* 
cars  by  other  means ;  and,  in  fucb  circum- 
ftances,  nothing  anfwers  fo  wejl  as  preffurc 
appUed  by.  a  roller  in  the  njanner  we  have 
uniformly  mentioned  in  this  as  well  as  ia 
Xht  former  editions  of  this  work. 

Ad  confinement,  during  the  cure  of  utr 
cers  on  the  legs,  proves  always  inconvenir 
ent,  various  means  have  been  propoied  for 
rendering  it  unneceflary  ;  and  it  has  not 
only  been  faid^  that  cores  may  be  perfc^m^ 
jcd  without  any  afliftance  from  confinement 
or  a  horizontal  pofiure,  but  by  (bme  it  is 
alledgcd,  that  they  are  even  prejj:idicial  *. 

We  have  already  remarked,  that  ulcers 
of  the  legs  may  be  healed  while  patients  are 

daily 

*  This  has  been  afferted  by  other  writers ;  but  it 
has  been  more  fully  enkrged  upon  of  late,  in  a  Trcatife 
upon  ufceys  of  the  legs^  bjrMr  Underwood  ^London* 
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daily  going  abroad ;  and  efpecially  if  a  duft 
comprefEon  be  continued :  But,  notwith- 
Handing  all  the  arguments  adduced  in  fa^ 
vour  of  the  praftice,  I  have  not  yet  heard 
of  any  which  ought  to  fet  afidc  the  opinion 
we  have  endeavoured  to  inculcate  upon  this 
point,  and  which,  indeed,  hs^s  in  all  ages 
been  allowed  to  be  well  founded ;  namely, 
that  a  horizontal  pofture  is  highly  proper 
in  the  cure  of  every  ulcer  of  the  lower  ex- 
tremities. The  means  propofed  by  Mr 
Underwood,  I  have  tried  on  various  occa- 
fions ;  they  have  fometimes  proved  faccefs- 
ful ;  but  whatever  may-  have  been  the  cafe 
with  others,  they  have  never,  in  the  courfe 
of  my  experience,  effe(5led  cures  fb  cafily 
and  fpeedily,  or  which  have  proved  fo  per* 
manent,  as  the  means  we  have  recom* 
mended,  of  employing  mild  dreflings  to 
fimple  fores,  together  with  a  horizontal 
pofture  in  every  ulcer  of  the  leg. 

In  almoft  every  cafe  of  ulcer,  particular 

diredtions  have  been  given  by  pra6litioners> 

with  refped  to  regimen;  and,  in  general, 

«  low  fpare  diet  has  been  prefcribed.  Such 

p  3  regu^ 
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regulations,  however,  when  carried  t;o  a 
great  lengthy  moft  cohftantly  do  mifr 
chief:  for  they  fcldom  fail  tb  relax  the  h<- 
bit  confiderably,  and  to  produce  otlier  dif^ 
agreeable  effedls,  particularly  on  the  na- 
ture of  the  matter  difcharged  froni  fores. 

The  only  atteritibn,  which,  in  this  re- 
fpeft,  feeiiis  to  be  neceflary,  is  to  guard 
againlft  all  excefs  in  eating  xyt  drinking ; 
for  whatever  has  the  effecS^  of  prbduciog 
merely  a  flight  temporary  fever  with  any 
additional  inflanrmktion,  proves,  in  futfh 
cafes,  always  very  prejudicial :  But,  in  placfi 
of  a  diet  much  lower  than  ufual,  as  is  n^qil 
frequently  recommended,  a  more  full  and 
nouriftiing  regimen,  than  the  patient  even 
in  a  ftate  of  health  has  been  accuftomed 
to,  is  often  found  to^rove  ferviceable. 

For  the  difchiargC'  of  pUrulent*  matter 
proves  always  fo  very  debilitating,  that  in 
large  ulcers,  when  great  quantities  of  it  arel 
afforded,  this  circumftance  alone  generally 
weakens  the  patient  too  much,  if  the  con- 
ftitution  be  not  at  the  fame  time  enabled  to 
fupport  it  by  a  proper  diet.  Indeed,  it  i^ 
*   .  ,         ^     <      c  con- 
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<onftantly  found,  that  thecure  of  jfiich  fores 
^oes  on  much  more  .eafilywhen  the  patient 
is  kept  in  his  ufual  habit  of  body,  ,than 
when  his  fyftem  is  much  reduced  by  a  very 
low  allowance :  nay,  I  have  had  many  op- 
portunicies  of  obferving,  that  ulcers  even 
of  the  worft  kinds,  are  foon  brought  to  heal 
by  the  ufe  of  a  nouriihing  diet  alone,  after 
they  have  obftinately  refifted  all  the  ufua-1 
-applications  and  remedies. 

For  the  fame  reafons  that  a  low  regimen 
is  condemned,  the  ufe  of  purgatives,  and 
in  general  whatever  tends  to  weaken  the 
conftitution,  is  improper^  Nor  does  it  ever 
happen,  if  proper  attention  be  paid  to  thp 
4iiflFerent  circumftances  we  have  pointed 
out,  that  internal  medicines  of  any  kind 
Are  neccflary  in  this  fpecies  of  ulcer :  I 
know  that  it  is  a  frequent  practice  to  give 
medicines  x)f  different  kinds,  particularly 
bark,  nitre,  and  cooling  purgative  falts,  in 
this  as  well  as  in  every  variety  of  ulcer. 
But  in  the  fimple  purulent  ulcer,  of  which 
we  are  now  treating,  I  never  find  it  necef- 
|ary  to  employ  any  remedy  diredled  to  thp 
04  fyften^ 
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fyftcm  at  large:  The  diforder  is  merely 
local,  and  local  applications  ougKt  to  be 
folely  depended  on  for  the  cure.  When, 
indeed,  the  matter  of  a  fore  is  In  too  great 
quantity,  and  efpecia^y  if  it  be  thin  and 
-acrid,  bark,  fteet,  and  other  tonics  arc  fre- 
quently employed  with  advantage:  But 
"when  the  local  applications  ^e  hare  al* 
ready  retommended  do  not  prove  eflfecShial 
in  correding  this,  it  will  commonly  bb 
found  to  originate  from  £bme  general  dif- 
eafe  of  the  conftitution ;  a  difiererit  fpecies 
pf  ulcer  will  be  therefore  produced,  and 
other  remedies  will  confcquently  bts  ne- 
cefFary.         '  ^      *    '  ^  *  "' 


SECTION     IIL 

Obfervaims  on  thejimple  vitiated  Ulcer. 

THE  fiinple  purulent  ulcer  we  have  de- 
fcribed  in  the  preceding  fedion  be- 
ing the  mildeft,  and,  if  the  expreflion  may 
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\>c  ufed,  the  moft  natural  fpecies  of  the 
diforder  that  can  occur  in  a  healthy  body, 
every  deviation  from  it  might  be  confider- 
ed  as  a  vitiated  ftatc.  But  thofe  we  mean 
to  comprehend  under  the  denomination  of 
Vitiated  Ulcers,  are  ijich  as  differ  from  it 
chiefly  in  the  appearance  and  nature  of  the 
difcharge  which  they  atfbrd.  AU  thofe 
which  are  difting\;i(hed  by  any  remarkable 
peculiarity  of  the  folid  parts,  as  they  re- 
quire each  of  them  a  diftincfl  and  feparatc 
method  of  treatment,  fo  they  are  allowed, 
sts  we  have  formerly  remarked,  to  confti* 
tute  fo  rnany  diftindl  fpecies  of  the  difor- 
der; and  they  will,  accordingly,  be  all 
taken  notice  of  feparately* 
*  Whereas,  thofe  which  diflPer  from  the 
more  fimple  ulcer,  only  or  chiefly  in  the 
iature  of  the  difcharge,  as  they  require  all 
nearly  the  fame  method  of  cure,  and  as 
thefe  diflPerences  are  merely  accidental,  they 
Kave  not,  for  thefe  and  other  reafons,  as 
we  have  already  remarked,  been  allowed 
t;o  have  any  influence  in  forming  diftinc- 
tions. 
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§  I.  Of  the  Symptom^  Caufes^  and  Prognofts  of 
.    \         theftmple  vitiated  Ulcer.  . 

The  mod  common  appearances  in  the 
matter  afforded  by  ulcers;  when  it  deviates 
from  the  more  natural  ftate  of  purulent 
matter,  are, 

1.  A  thin,  limpid,  fometimes  greenifh 
difcharge,  termed  Sanies. 

2.  A  fomewhat  red-coloured,  thin,  and 
generally  very  acrid  matter,  termed  Ichor, 
And, 

3.  A  more  vifcid  glutinous  kind  of  mat* 
ter,  called  Sordes. 

This  laft,  too,  is  frequently  of  a  brown- 
ifli  red  ^appearance,  fomewhat  refembling 
the  grounds  of  coffee,  or  grumous  blood 
mixed  with  water.  They  are  all  of  them 
much  more  fetid  than  purulent  matter, 
and  none  of  them  are  altogether  free  from 
acrimony ;  but  that  which  has  generally 
been  termed  Ichor,  is  by  much  the  moft 
acrid  of  any  of  them,  being  frequently  fo 
fharp  and  corrofive  as  to  deftroy  large 
quantities  of  the  neighbouring  parts. 

'  I^ 
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In  confequence  of  the  acrimony  of  the. 
different  matters  we  have  mentioned,  the 
plcers  difcharging  them  do  not  fill  up  with 
frefli  granulations,  but  wafte  away  more 
and  more  ;  and,  inftead  of  a  red  healthy 
complexion,  they  hay^  either  a  dark  brown, 
or  fonaetimes  a  black  flougl^y  appearance. 
The  pain  in  all  of  thenx  is  confiderable ; 
and  is  generally  n^ore  or  lefs  fo,  according 
as  the  niatter  affpfdec^  is  niore  or  Ipfs  Qor- 
rbfive* 

As  caufes  of  this  fpecies  of  ulcer  may 
\>t  mentioned,  ^U  fuch  as  we  have  taken 
notice  of  ?n  the  preceding  fedlion,  namely, 
wounds  in  geperal,  burns,  bruifes,  and  ii* 
fhort  all  thofe  which  w^re  enumerated  as 
caufes  of  the  fimple  purulent  ulcer ;  for 
even  that  fpecies  of  the  diforder,  however 
mild  it  may  have  been,  if  it  happens  to  bq 
either  negledled,:  or  to  be  dfefled  with  im- 
proper irritating  applications,  very  readily 
degenerates  into  the  vitiated  ulcer  of  which 
^e  are  now  (peaking. 

It  is  not  improper  here  to  obferve,  top, 
that  fuch  changes  in  ulcers,  from  the  fimple 
^     ■•■■.■    -  xo 
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to  thofc  of  a  more  inveterate  kind,  happen 
much  more  frequently  in  particular  parts 
than  in  others  :  thus  from  the  tendons  and 
aponeurotic  expanfions  of  mufcles  not  af- 
fording that  fpecies  of  ferum  heceflary  for 
the  formation  of  good  pus,  fuch  ulcers  as 
are  feated  in  thefe  parts  commonly  prove 
muqh  more  troublefomc  and  inveterate 
than  thofe  which  are  feated  in  the  cellular 
men^brane,  where  a  plentiful  fec^etion  of 
a  fluid  proper  for  this  pi^rpofe  generally 
takes  place. 

In  ulcera  of  the  kind  which  we  are  now 
confidering,  that  are  cierely  local,  and  that 
are  not  coi?ne6led  with  any  diforder  of  the 
fyftem,  when  they  have  nqt  been  of  long 
duration,  and  more  efpecially  when  they 
occur  in  young  healthy  patients,  the  prog- 
nofis  fhould  always  be  favourable.  But, 
when  the  oppofite  circumftances  take  place; 
when  the  patient  is  very  old ;  the  ulcer  ex- 
tenfive,  inveterate,  and  of  long  Handing; 
the  prognoltic  (hould  always  be  very  doubt- 
ful 
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%  %.  Of  the  Cure  oftbejimple  vitiated  Ulcer. 

We  have  already  remarked,  that  the  bad 
qualities  of  the  matter  aflfbrded  by  ulcers^ 
proceed,  in  general,  from  fome  particular 
affedtion  of  the  folids  or  fecreting  organs 
in  the  parts  difeafed,  whereby  fuch  kinds 
of  fluids  are  feparated  from  the  blood  as 
cannot  be  converted  into  good  pus^  The 
nature  of  this  affedlion,  too,^  we  have  en- 
deavoured to  explain  ;  and,  from  the  feve- 
ral  arguments  formerly  advanced,  it  ap- 
pears evidently  to  confift  in  different  de- 
grees of  inflammation,  or  of  increafed  ac- 
tion in  the  veflels  of  the  parts  difeafed,  oc- 
cafioned  by  one  or  other  of  the  feveral  ex- 
citing caufes  which  give  rife  to  ulcers. 

Independently,'too,  of  what  was  former- 
ly advanced  in  fupport  of  this  opinion,  it 
feems  to  be  farther  confirmed  by  the  na- 
ture of  the  different  rendedies  found  to  be 
mofl:  eflPedlual  in  the  cure  of  fuch  difordei^, 
which  are  chiefly  of  that  kind*  which  have 
evidently  very  powerful  effefls  in  eafing 
pain  and  abating  irritation. 

Thus 
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Thus  warm  emollient  fomentations  and 
cataplafnis,  in  a  very  fhort  fpace,  ibinc- 
times  even  in  the  courfe  of  twenty-four 
hours,  will  frequently  not  only  give  the 
patient  a  great  deal  of  relief  from  paiii, 
but  will  even  produce  a  confidefrable  a- 
mendment  in  the  nature  of  the  difchargc ; 
and,  by  being  continued  lor  a  longer  time, 
till  thd  tendency  to  indammation  is  tho- 
roughly removed^  they  will,  very  frequent- 
ly, without  any  farther  afliftance,  convert 
the  matter,  however  bad  it  may  have  been, 
into  a  natural  and  good  pus. 

The  moft  proper  method  of  proceeding, 
therefore,  in  the  treatment  of  all  fuch  ul 
cers,  is  to  foment  the  parts  three  or  four 
times  a-day,  for  half  an  hour  at  lead  each 
time,  with  an  emollient  decoction ;  ana 
then  to  apply  pledgits  of  the  wax-ointment, 
as  was  formerly  recommended,  with  warm 
poiilticesf  over  all,  to  be  renewed  as  fre- 
quently as  they  turn  cold* 

In  fores  of  this  nature,  vrhen  the  pain 
is  confiderable,  as  nothing  mprfe  quickly 
promotes  the  cure  of  iiich  diforders  than 

the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Sdd.  III.     ftmplc  vitiated  Ulcir.  li  j 

the  removal  of  pain,  it  frequently  becomes 
ncceflary^o  have  recourfe  to  opiates,  which, 
in  fuch  circumftances,  are  often  ufcd  with 
much  advantage  :  and  when  they  are  em- 
ployed, they  fhould  always  be. given  in 
fuch  dofes,  and  thefe  ihould  be, as  frequent- 
ly repeated,  a^  the  violence  of  the  pain  may 
indicate* 

The  habit  of  body  muft,  in  the  mean 
time,  be  alfo  attended  to,  and  particular 
diredlions  given  with  refpedl  to  it,  accord- 
ing to  the  immediate  fituation  of  the  pa- 
tient. Thus,  when  from  a  long  continu- 
ance of  an  ulcer,  or  from  any  other  caufe, 
the  conftitution  has  been  much  reduced, 
we  ou^ht,  by  a  full  allowance  of  diet,  to 
endeavour  to  repair  it ;  and  when,  on  the 
contrary,  the  patient  is  of  a. full  plethoric 
halrit,  and  has  forpaerly  been  liable  to 
inflammatory  afiedtions,  it  then  becomes 
proper  to  keep  him  rather  upon  a  low  re- 
gimen. 

In  ulcers  of  this  kind,  which  occur  in 
the  former  of  thefe  circumftances,  namely, 
in  low  reduce<f  ha^^its,  the  Peruvian  bark 
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jproves  often  efficacious  t  in  fuch  ibres^  in- 
deed)  it  ads  frequently  as  a  very  powerful 
remedy,  and  particularly  in  effeding  a 
change  for  the  better  in  (he  nature  of  the 
difcharge. 

The  bark,  however,  in  order  to  product 
fuch  an  e£Fe6l,  requires  to  be  given  in  much 
larger  quantities  than  are  commonly  exhi- 
bited :  It  is  feldom  given  in  any  complaint 
of  this  kind  to  a  gre^iter  eittent  than  three 
or  four  dofes  in  the  day,  of  a  iptuple  or  half 
a  drachm  each;  whereas,  whoi  any  remark- 
able advantage*  are  fexpeAed  from  it,  fii 
pr  eight  dofes  of  a  drachm  each  fhbuld  al- 
ways be  given  in  this  fpace  of  time ;  andi 
itt  fuch  quantities,  it  feldom  fails  of  pro- 
ving a  very  effcduil  remedy. 

It  Muft  be  obferved  too,  thati  in  tlie 
manner  we  have  direded,  very  littlfe  more 
of  the  remedy  ever  becomes  fieceffaryi  than 
whati  upon  the  whole,  is  commonly  exhi- 
bited in  the  ufual  way  of  giving  it  in  firiall 
dofes;  for  with  large  dofes,  and-thefe  be- 
ing frequently  repeated,  more  real  advan- 
tages are  in  general  obtained  in  the  cdurfe 
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if  twelve  or  fourteen  dkys^  tfaiti  are  ufualljr 
experienced  from  its  being  continued  at 
|re^t  number  oi  weejcs  in  fmali  dofes« 

In  fach  cafes  of  ukerf ,  howeircr,  as  oc- 
cur iii  inflammatorf  cbnflitutions,  and  in 
plethoric  kabits^  the  baric  muft  be  nfed 
with  greater  caution}  an^i iA  tbefe  dream- 
0ances,  indeed,  it  ihould  i^ldom  be  given 
to.any  extent,  till  the  tendency  t(?  inflame 
n^oii  has  in.  a  good  meafure  difappeared« 

T)ikt  ieveral  circ^mftances  iii  the  dbre 
t^hich  we  have,  enumerated  being  all  duly 
attended  to,  whilft  at  the  fame  time  the 
part  affcaed  is  kept  at  rfeft  abd  in  a  pro- 
per pofture,  it  rarely  or  never  happens 
that  the .  difchai-ge  is  not  foon  converted 
into  gbod  pus  \  and  when  once  this  is  ^c« 
compUihedj  eypry  other  appearance  of  the 
^tt^  in  a  very  ihprt  tiitie,  generally  changes 
for  the  ibetteh  At  leaft  this  is  commohly 
the  cafe,  nnlefs  the  nicer  happens  to  be 
tonncdiBd  with  *fome  general  diforder  of 
the  fyfterti ;  a  circumflance  we  do  not 
hfcre  fuppofe  to  occur,  and  which  would 
xonftitutej  indeed,  afpcciesof  fore  difib- 
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rent  from  that  which  we  arc  now  confi- 
dering. 

As  foon  as  the  difcharge  is  xon verted 
inta  a  proper  fapparatmn,  the  mod 'ma- 
terial part  of  the  cure  is  thua,  in  a  great 
meafure,  efFccled  r  for  the  parts  being  no 
longer  corroded  by  a  conftant  immerfion 
in  an  acrid  matter,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
being  covered  by  the  mofl  natural  balfacn 
that  can  be  applied  totheqi,  they  commons 
Jy  Ibon  put  on^  a  red  heakhy  appearance  j 
and  new  granulations  being  now  at  liberty 
to  form,  any  lofs  of  fubftance  which  oc^ 
curred,  comes  as  far  as  poflible  to  be  fup* 
plied,  and  this  in  a  longer  or  fliorter  fpace 
of  time,  according  to  the  depth  and  fi^ze  of 
the  ulcer,  fituation  of  the  part  aflfedled^ 
and  the  age  and  habit  of  the  patient.  / 

Sores  of  this  kind  being  by  thefe  meaiHi 
reduted  to  the  ftate  of  fimple  purulent  ul* 
eers,  are  to  be  treated  during  the  remains 
der  of  the  cure  exadlly  ki  the  manner  we 
have  direded  in  the  preceding  fedlion; 
^hat  is,  with  very  mild  dreffings  i  at  the 
fame  time  that  due  attention  is  paid  to  the 
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prefervjation  of  a  proper  degree  of  heat  ia 
the  parts,  together  with  the  ufe  of  a  gentle 
compreflioQ)  from  the  time  of  the  inflamr 
matoryfymptoms  haviag  been  thd^roughly 
removed* 

It  frequently  happens,  however,  in  this 
as  in  every  fpecies  of  ulcer  df  long  {land- 
ing, that  although  the  parts,  by  proper 
management,  may  have  been  brought  to 
put  on  a  very  healthy  appearance  j  anda^ 
though  the  difcharge  has,  from  a  very  bad 
fort  of  mauer,  been  converted  into  the 
beft  kind  of  pus  ;  yet  ftiU  the  fore  cannot 
be  got  to  cicatrife,  but  continues  to  dif- 
charge as  plentifully  as  even 

When,  in  fuch  a  fituation,  the  diflFerent 
dire<5lions  wjc  have  given  in  the  laft  fedion 
with  refpedl  to  the  cicatrifation  of  fores,  do 
not  fucceed,  as  may  frequently  ht  the  cafe, 
an  ifTue  of  a  proper  fize,  inferted  in  any 
convenient  fituation,  will  often  contribute 
more  towards  the  accomplilhment  of  a 
cure,  than  all  the  applications  which  are 
generally  ufed  in  fuch  cafes. 
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And,  indeed,  ih  old  habitual  ulcers  of 
every  kind,  nothing  but  the  introduAion 
of  adequate  drains  wiU  ever  produce  pei** 
xnanent  cures:  for  although,  by  the  ufe  erf* 
drying  aftringent  appUcations^  the  fores 
may  be  covered  with  a  thin  cicatrix  or 
fcarf-ikin ;  yet,  in  cafes  of  this  nature,  fuch 
cures  are  fcldom  of  any  long  duration; 

For,  indepenekntly  of  th^  danger  whidi 
arifes  from  the  pra<Slice  of  healing  old 
drains  before  new  ones  are  inferted  in  their 
plkte,  any  cicatrix  obtained  by  means  of 
aflringent  applications,  being  very  weak, 
generally  foon  burfts  open,  in  confequence 
of  that  redundancy  of  fluids  which  muft 
always  be  induced  in  the  fyftem  by  the 
retcntSbn  of  that  confiderable  quantity  of 
ferumv  which  for  a  long  time  the  confti- 
tution  had  been  accuftomcd  to  throw  off, 
for  a  fupply  of  ptts  to  the  ulders. 

In  all  fuch  ulcers,  therefore,  and"  iiideed 
in  every  fpecies  of  the  diibrder  that  has 
been  of  long  (landing,  the  firft  part  of  the 
cure  ought  to  confift  in  the  introdudion  of 
sm  iffuc  of  fuch  afize  as  may  afibrd  aquanr 
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tity  of  matter  in  fomc  degree  proportioned 
to  that  which  the  fore  has  generally  yielded* 
Andakbongh  the  fitna^on  of  fuch  drains 
has  commonly  been  choien  as  near  to  the 
partaflTedted  as  poffible  ;  yct^  provided  the 
iame  quantity  of  matter  be  difcharged,  the 
fitmition  of  die  iflac  is  not  probably  of 
much  confcqueiM:e  j  and  therefore,  that 
which  is  moft  cdnvenient  for  the  patient 
may  be  always  fixed  uppn. 

The  iflue  having  difcharged  for  fome 
time,  and  the  difierent  remedies  formerly 
recommended  being  ftill  continued,  the 
cure  of  fuch  ulcers  will  at  l^ft  be  com- 
monly completed. 

Since  the  firft  edition  of  this  work  was 
publifhed,  the  good  eflfeds  to  be  obtained 
from  iffucs  in  the  cure  of  old  habitual  ul- 
cers have  in  various  inllances  been  expe- 
rienced. In  fome  of  thefe,  cures  were  pb- 
tained  by  iffues,  when  every  other  means 
of  relief  had  been  found  to  fail ;  And  in 
others,  the  fores  broke  out  again  upon  ^-r 
|pwing  the  iffues  to  dry  up,   and  w^r^ 
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again   cured  by  having  reccmrle   to   the 
fame  means. 

Various  inftances  might  Ukewife  be  gi- 
ven from  authors,  not  only  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  curing  habitual  ulcer?  unlefs  an 
ifTue  be  previoufly  inferted,  but  of  very 
pernicious  confeqaences  refulting  from  it. 
But  as  the  experience  of  every  praditioncr 
muft  have  furnifticd  inftances  of  this,  we 
do  not  think  it  neceifary  to  refer  to  books 
for  authorities. 

In  fores  whic|i  have  not  been  of  long 
duration,  however  extenfiye  they  may  be, 
it  would  be  highly  improper  to  put  the 
patient  to  the  trouble  of  an  ifTue  for  their 
fcure.  In  recent  ulcers,  the  fyftem  has  not 
been  fo  long  accuftomed  to  the  difcharge. 
as  to  induce  any  riik  from  a  ftop  being 
put  to  it ;  we  wi(h,  therefore,  to  have  it 
underftbcd,  ^hat  it  is  not  in  fuch  fores 
they  are  meant  to  be  recommended :  But 
in  ulcers  of  long  continuance,  we  mu(^ 
p^ain  fay,  that  a  cure  can  never  be  at- 
ternpted  with  fafety,  unlefs  an  ifTue  of  an 
ade(^uatc  fize  be  previoufly  inferted. 
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As  iflues  of  every  kind  are  attended  with 
fome   inconvenience,    they   feldom   prove 
agreeable  to  patients  j  and  from  this  con- 
fideration,  pradli'tioners  are  frequently  in- 
duced to  difpeilfe  with  thsm  :   The  leaft 
attention,  however,  roufl:  render  it  evident, 
that  no  x:onfideration  of  this  nature  ought 
to  have  any  influence* 
.    It  is  in  the  fpecics  of  ulcer  we  are  now 
confidcring  that  tho  internal  ufe  of  nicre 
Ms  been  fo  much  recommended  ;    but^  al- 
though i  have  giv^n  it,  in  this  as  well  as 
4ft  other  kinds  of  fores,  in  very  confide- 
xable  quantities^  *nd  with  every  necelTary 
preaintion,  I  cannot  fay  that  I  ever  obfer- 
vdd  iiny  evidem  effcifb  produced  by  iu 
Sores,  indeed,  have  been  cured  in  which 
nitre  was  ufed ;   but  unlefs  the  roller  ancj 
other  local  applications  were  employed  at 
the  fame  time,  this  remedy,  in  any  of  the 
trials  I  have  made  of  it,  has  never  of  itfe|f 
^en  able  to  tStSt  a  cure. 
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Obfervatiotts  on  the  Fungous  Ulcer. 

FUNGOUS  excrefcencca  frequently  oc- 
cur in  diJffcrcntfpccies^df  ulcers; 
and  vfery  o^eii  increale  to  fuch  a  degi^ee  as 
to  cohffitutc  fdres  cx^einclji^  diffefcht  in 
their  appearances  and  e^i^lsi)  as  i^el)  as  i^ 
their  trefatmeift,  frdin  the  fotes  wl^ich^ori^ 
ginallylfiduced  them :  and  this  is  tlie  rea« 
fori  for  diu*  allbting  a  fcparatc  fei^ion  fot 
their  confidefation/    '  ^  -    '  '^      '    "    '" 


\  *  %  i  11  ,. 


S  !•  Symftms  and  Caufa  of  the  Fungous  Ulcer. 

By  the  term  fungus  is  underftood  fuch 
pretematuritl  rijGings  of  the  parts  in  fpres, 
Its  are  commonly  nlore  foft  and  fpongy  than' 
found  healthy  granulations;  which,  though 
they  do  not  in  general  acquire  any  great 
/  *  degree 
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degree  o£  bulfc^  yet  by  very  long  continu- 
ande  and  ncgledt,  they  do,  in  fome  in^ 
ftances,  arrive  at  very  cpnfiderable  fizes : 
And  although,  as  ^e  have  obferved,  they 
are  generally  at  firft  lax  and  foft,  yet,  whei^ 
of  long  duradon,  they  lil^ewife,  in  fome 
cafes,  acquire  very  great  dtegrees  of  hard-^ 
hefs*        ' 

The  paio  attending  them  is  not  com- 
monly ccnfiderable ;  though,  in  fome  in« 
ilances,  it  is  othervjrif<^ ;  ^d  the  diicharge; 
afforded  by  them  varies  according  to  the 
fpecies  o£  ulcer  they  happa:i  to  be  connedt- 
cd  with« ' 

Thus^  when  a  hyp^riarqofis,  the  term 
cojQomionly  ufed  for  fuch  rifings  in  fores, 
occuii  merely  from  negledt  in  k  fimple  pu-^ 
rulent  ulcer,  ^he  difeharg^  frequently  con- 
tinues all  along  tolerably  gocKi ;  and,  on 
the  contrary,  when  it  is  conne6:ed  with  an 
iilcer  diicharging  any  of  the  more  acrid 
yidated  inattors,  as  in  fome  inllances  is 
the  c^fe,  the  difcharge  ufually  continues  ta 
\}t  of  the  fame  nature. 

With  refped  ^o  the  caiifes  of  the  difiwr 
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der ;  when  fpeaking  of  i&mpi^  purulent  tiU 
GCis,  it  Was  obferved,  that  m  a  heilthy  ftate 
of  body,  and  efpccially  in  young  people, 
the  new  granulations  that  form  in  fuck 
fores  arc  very  apt  to  pufh  forward  too  mucb, 
fo  as  to  rife  abqv^  the  furface  of  the  neigh* 
bouring  parts.  This,  by  attending  to  the 
diredlions  which  were  then  given,  may  very 
often  be  effecSlually  prevented  ;  but  if,  ia 
fuch  circumftances,  the  fore  be  negleifled, 
and  the  parts  are  allowed  to  advance  much 
further,  the  difbrder  of  which  we  are  now 
fpeaking  comes  then  to  take  place.  And  if 
it  is  not  attended  to  for  yet  a  ftill  logger 
time,  ^  with  poor  people  efpccially  is  fre- 
quently the  cafe,  even  this  the  moft  fimpk 
i'peci^s  of  fungus  degenerates  into  a  very 
troublefome  difbrder ;  it  being  in  diis  man* 
ner  d>at  the  very  hardcft  excrcfcences  are 
commonly  produced^ 

Another  variet jr  of  the  difdrder  i^  forte- 
times  met  with  in  the  ctkre  of  wounds 
and  ulcers  of  different  kinds,  from  not 
attending  to  their  being  found  at»bottdm 
before  the  new  granulations  are  allowed  to 
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proceed  any  length.  In  this  manner,  whe- 
ther from-  aoy  finus  not  being  filled  up,  or 
from  any  corrupted  parts,  that  may  not 
have  been  thrown  out^  continuing  to  aft 
i^  extraneous  bodies,  the  granulations  that 
firft  appeared  dill  continue  to  advance; 
but,  inftekd  of  cicatrifitig  wh^rt  they  are  eii 
a  level  with  the  neighbouring  found  parts, 
they  go  on  fifing  confiderably .  beyond 
them,  till  the  difeaft  we  are  nt)W  cenfid^r-i 
ing  is  of  fotne  duf  atioft* 

And,  when  in  this  way  a  fuogos  ha» 
once  cbrnmenced,  it  cofitinues  to  increafc 
from  day  to  day,  till  the  cauft  which  ori* 
gihally  produced  i^  is  difcovered,  and  re- 
moved, either*  by  art  or  nature,  in  confe* 
quence  of  a  J)Iehtiful  fhppuratioil  being 
formed  beloi?^,  ^  and  burfting  out ;  which, 
by  laying  open  the  feat  of  thi-  diforder, 
gives  rodm  iot  z  projper  treatment  to  take 
place. 


§2. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^^6  Ohfia^tUtMs  m  tbc         Part  II 


5  a.  Of  the  Cure  cftbe  Fimgtm  Ulcer. 

By  a  proper  attention  to  the  cafe,  and  t^ 
the  different  caufes  ive  have  mentioned,  it 
willy  in  general,  be  eafily  difcovered  frooi 
which  of  the  two  the  difeafe  has  originally 
proceeded:  and,  aa  fbon  as  the  caufe  is 
diltin^ly  known,  the  method  of  cnre  to  be 
pvi^rfued  is  juft  %&  certainly  determined; 
which,  till  then,  CQiUd  not  with  propriety 
bf  i^dei;taken,  a#,  in  t^e  two  different 
^afes,  thi;  r^medi^  found  to  be  neccfTary 
^e  pf  y(^  QPJK^tc  nf^t)ires. 

Wh(;n  it  is  found  that  the  fnngus  has 
been  induced  merely  by  an  qrergrowth  q% 
iparts,  and  that  tb^re  ^  iio  difeafe  lurking 
at  the;  bottom  ^f  the  fore  ;  when  the  tu^^ 
m<H*  is  of  §  confiderabk  brea4th,  and  efpe-t 
c;ia|ly  when  it  does  nf>t  lifi;  to  any  great; 
height :  we  fhould  have  recourfe  immedin 
ately  to  the  ufe  of  efcharotics. 

Of  (uch  applications,  a  great  variety  hs^s 
been  recommended:  by  many,  even  the 
atSlual  cautery  has  been  propofed }  and  by 

other^ 
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others,  we  are  direded  to  remove  at  once 
all  fungous  parjts  hj  the  fcalpel. 

Either  of  thcfe  methods  would,  fl6 
doubt,  prove  tn  every  cafe  very  effectual, 
And  a  great  deal  mor0  expeditious  than  any 
other  that  can  be  recommended :-  bvtt  they, 
have  fuch  an  appearance  of  feverity,  as  to 
deter  almoft  every  one  from  fubmitting  to 
them  J  cijpecially  as  it  is  well  known,  that 
the  difcMrder  we  are  treating  of  can  be  juft 
as  certainly,  though  perhaps  not  fo  quickly, 
removed  by  means  of  much  more  gentk 
rraiedies. 

Of  all  the  artificial  cauftic  preparations^ 
enumerated  by  authors,  the  lunar  cauftic 
is,  for  fuch  purpofes  efpecially,  by  much 
the  beft.  it  ads  more  quickly,  and  does 
not  produce  more  padn,  than  many  of  the 
mikler  forte ;  it  never  fails  to  produce  the 
proper  effect,  which  is  not  the  cafe  with  any 
of  the  others  ;  and  it  is  not  near  fo  apt  to 
run  and  toTpread  over  the  neighbouring 
parts,  as  fome  of  the  other  compound  forms 
of  cauftic,  which  is  frequently  a  very  trou- 
blefome  circumftance  attending  their  ufe. 

The 
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The  cauftic  fhoiild  be  liqtiefkd';  aad  a 
fmall  brufh  or  pencil  being  dipt  in  it,  it  ia 
in  this  manner  to  be  applied  tq  Aiqh  paru 
as  are  to  be  deftrpyfd :  Apd  t^is  being 
done  either  daily  or  fvery  fecoijd  d»y,  the 
fungus  will  be  removed  )n  a  Jpnger  or 
ihorter  tim^,  according  to  %hf^  fize  and 
firmnefs  of  th?  tumor.  A  ftf Qng  folutioa 
of  yerdigrife  iijt  water,  of  crude  fal  am* 
moniac,  or  of  blue  or  white  vitriol,  being 
applied  in  a  fjmilar  manner,  will  commonf 
ly  prov^  efFe(S?«il  top,  in  removing  fuch 
excrefcences. 

In  the  courfe  pf  pradlice,  oafcs  occur  ia 
which  fome  variety  of  fuch  applicfttipps  is 
found  to  be  neceflary :  I  have  made  trial  of 
a  great  number  j  bjit  none  ever  proves  fo 
generally  ufeful,  as  we  faid  above,  as  the  hi- 
nar  cauftic.  Fpr  pvjrpgfes  of  this  kind,  I  have 
fpmetimes  ufed  a  ftrong  folu^ion  of  filvcr 
or  of  crude  mercury  in  fpirit  of  nitre ;  and 
the  effeds  of  it,  as  may  readily  be  imagined^ 
are  always  very  powerful :  they  are  yearly 
the  fame,indec;d,  being  only  fome  what  more 
powerful  than  rfipfe  we  commonly  experi- 
ence from  lunar  cauftic  j  ^hia  kind  of  cau- 
ftic 
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ftic  being  merely  a  folution  of  filver  in  the 
nitrous  acid  evaporated  to  drynefs. 

One  ounce  of  pure  quickfilirer  will  dif-* 
folve  in  an  ounce  and  a  half  of  ftrong  ipi« 
rit  of  nitre ;  and  this  forms,  perhaps,  as 
ftrong  a  cauftic  as  can  be  prepared.  For 
other  purpofes,  where  milder  application^ 
of  this  ki»d  are  neceflary,  the  ftrength  of 
the  remedy  may  be  reduced  by  ufing  a 
fmaller  proportion  of  mercury  and  a  weak 
nitrous  fpirit :  But  for  the  removal  of  a 
hard  callous  excrefcence,  the  ftrongeft  fo- 
lution ought  to  be  employed  j  it  gives  no 
more  pain  than  thofe  of  a  weaker  nature, 
and  it  always  proves  more  eflPe^uaL  We 
may  here  remark,  too,  that  a  ftrong  folu- 
tion of  this  kind  is  perhaps  the  moft  effec- 
tual of  any  cauftic  application  in  the  remo^ 
val  of  warts  of  every  kind,  and  particularly 
for  thofe  which  originate  from  a  venereal 
caufe.  But  in  ufing  it,  either  for  wirts,  or  for 
fuch  fungous  excrefccnces  as  we  are  now 
defcribing,  it  ought  never  to  be  applied  to 
an  extenfive  furface  at  once.  When  the 
fungus  is  inconfiderable,  a  fmall  quantity  of 
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the  folutkm  may  be  ap^dbd  over  the  ivrhblfc 
bf  it  wkhout  any  riik :  Bdt,  in  estmfivi 
affei^icms  of  diis  nature^  it  adfWien  better 
to  apply  it  to  a  £mB31  pottioH  of  thf  m  ofily  I 
and  if  difie»at  parts  df  aa  eatcrdiceike  be 
touched  with  itdaily,  thet  wholb  «iU  id 
genei;^!  be  £100  remoYtsd.  After  thesp- 
plication  of  any  of  thefe  artic&^  tbo  paks 
ihould  be  covered  with  dry  imt ;  ^  aod  nbt^ 
as  is  commofi^  done,  .with  any  kioil  of 
ointment^  which  always  tends  tb  deAtoj 
the  aiflivity  of  every  canftictretoedy: 

We  have  hitherto  beed  foppofing;.that 
die  fur&ce  6i  the  fnngufi  is  of  a  coEnfidcr- 
able  extent^  and  that  it  is  i3^t.raifed  to  mj 
gvctt  hfiight  ab0ve  the  contig^oous  fbimd 
pa?ts :  But  whenever  the  revopfebf  theiecir'^ 
cufnftauces  t^kes  pUcei  thM  i^i  v^iieathefi 
i^a  na{T{^  l^fe^  ^ikI  the.h^ght  of  che^ 
erefcence  is  ^otdiderablei  .thii  mofitesp^; 
di^pus  a»d  eaJSeft  mt^iod  ali^ys  is^  to 
tite  it  offlqr  a  Ugatute^  ^hiohAbobig  if^ 
plied  jit  ittLroot  tokarabty  tight,  andiftridtr 
ened  a  :littk^:$t**y  day^:^*  dcftragra  At 
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circulatioQ  in;  the  fwelling  fb  eatirdy,  as  to 
caufeit  in,a  fhort  time  to  drop  offl 
;  When  the  rifing  is,  as  we  have  obferved^ 
parrow  at  the  bafe,  ^nd  efpf  cially  when  it 
is  in  the  leaft  pendulous,  a  ligature  can  be 
applied  knd  kept  on  with  the  greateft  e^fe; 
but  when  the  th.imor>is  broader  below  thaii 
abore,  it;  is  not  poffible,  without  fome  at- 
fiflance,  to  prevent  it  from  flipping  off.  It 
inay  always,  however,  be  certainly  and  very 
eaCiiy  effeded  in  the  following  manner. 

^  ftrong  ftraight  qeedle,  fix^  in  a  handle 
with  an  eye  near  to  its  point,  jbeiog  puftied 
through  from  one  fide  of  the  tumor  to.the 
bther.at;  its  bafe^  and  two  ftrong  waxed 
(breads  being  introduced  ^t  its  eye,  it  is  to 
be  again  drawn  back,  leaving  the  threads 
with  thejir  ends  hanging  out  at  each  fide 
•qf  the  dwelling.  In  this  fituation,  a  firm 
ligature  is  to  be  formed  round  one  half  of 
the  tumor  by  the  two  extremities  of  oQe  of 
•the  threes ;  and  with  the  other  two,  the 
idther  half  is  in  like  manner  to  be  compre- 
hended ;  and  each  of  them  being  from  time 
to  time  properly  tightened,  both  halves  of 

Q^  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


24^  Obfirvations  (f^tht         FartlL 

the  fwelling  will  for  the  mod  part  very  jfoon 
fall  oE  The  hint  of»  the  praiSticc  we  have 
here  recdmmended,  wa$  taken  from  the 
dclciiption  of  a  oiif  vcd  aeedle  of  thb  kind^ 
recommended  by  Mr  Cfadeldcn,  for  the 
extirpation,  by  Kgitare,  of  dialed  tonfil^ 
which,  without  feme  fuch  coatriVance, 
could  never  with  propriety  be  attempted. 

The  fungus  being  by  either  of  thefe 
methodd^  removed,  the  fore  is  then  to  be 
trea;ted  in  the  manner  we  have  already  di-* 
rafted  for  the  management  of  fimple  pu- 
rulent ulcers. 

yhe  other  fpecie^  of  fungus  we  have 
meiitioaed,  that  proceeds,  as  we  obferved, 
ffom  the  mew  granulations  in  ulcers  not 
being  raifed  on  a  fiire  foundation,  by  pu* 
rulefit  mittef  of  fowe  other  extraneoffi 
body  being  lodged  at  the  bdttom  of  the 
fore,^is,  in  general,  very  eafily  diftinguifhed 
from  the  preceding  fpecies*  It  rifes  with 
much  greater  rapidity,  and  is  not  near  fo 
firm ;  on  the iccwitrary,  indeed,  it  is  always 
more  foft  and  flabby  even  than  healthy 
'  gf  anubtioiMi.     . 
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By  attending'  to  thefei  aiid  all  the  other 
circiimftatices  of  the  ulcer,  the  caufe  WlU 
ieldom  remain  lonf^hi  doubt  $  and  as  foon 
as  it  is  dHc^ovefj^j  the  firft  thin^  to  be  done, 
i«  tt)  give  free  vent  to  the  confined  matter, 
hy  making  a  proper  opening  into  it.  Af- 
ter whiich|  by  taking  care  that  the  fote  filU 
properly  up  from  the  bottom,  the  cure  will 
go  eafily  on  in  jthe  ordinary  way.  Nor,  tin- 
iefs  when  the  fungus  is  very  cohfiderable, 
can  there  ever  be  any  occafion  for  the  ufe 
of  cfcharotics  j  for,  in  fueh  cafes,  the  gra- 
nulations are  commonly  fo  foft  and  fpongy, 
as  to  wafte  away  of  thcmfelves  in  the  courfe 
of  the  cure,  withoiit  any  affiftanCe  what* 
ever  from  cauftics. 

Thefe  are  the  only  cafes  of  fungus, 
which,  in  general,  in  local  ulcers  ever  prove 
trbublefome ;  excepting,  perhaps,  that 
which  occurs  as  a  fymptom  in  carious  ul- 
cers; and  which  in  its  proper  fedUon  will 
be  taken  notice  of.  It  may  be  alledged, 
iadi^,  that  the  varieties  we  have  now  de- 
fcHbedmayl)e  confidered  as  fymptomatic  j 
and  for  this  reafbn,  it  ip^y  be  ikid,  that' 
Q^^  they 
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they  fhould  not  be  allowed  to  conflitute  di- 
ftindl  complaints  :  For  the  reafons  We  have 
formerly  given,  however,  and  particularly 
from  their  treatment  being  very  different 
from  that  which  is  neceiTary  in  any  other 
iymptom  of  ulcer,  it  was  thought  proper 
t(^  allot  a  feparate  fe<5lion  for  their  conii'^ 
deration*. 


SECTION     V. 

Obfer'uations  on  the  Sinuous  Ulcer. 

§  !•  Of  the  Symptoms  and  Caufes  of  the  Sinuous  Uker* 

...         -  • 

BY  the  term  finuous  ulcer,  is  meaxit  ?hat 
fpecies  .of  fore  commumcating  with 
one  or  more  openings  or  cavities  of  various 
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fizes  and  dimenfions,  which  are  generally 
ftateci''  in  the  cellular  menabrane,  between 
the  common  teguments  and  mufcles,  or  be- 
tween the  interftices  of  the  mufcles  them- 
illves. 

Thcfe  different  finufes  ferving  as  refer- 
^voirs  both  for  the  matter  formed  in  the 
body  of  the  fore,  and  for  that  which  is 
afforded  by  the  fides  of  their  own  cavities, 
make  the  difcharge  of  all  fuck  ulcers, 
when  the  matter  of  the  finufes  is  preffed 
into  them,  appear  to  be  much  more  confi- 
•derable  than  their  extent  of  furface  would 
;gi¥€  caufe  to  cxped, 

A  finus,  as  thus  defcribed,  is  the  moft 
iimple  ftate  of  the  diforder ;  but  by  long 
<:ontinuance,  or  by  the  ufe  of  drying  aftrin- 
^ent  applications,  it  is  liable  to  become 
hard  and  callous  in  its  internal  furface; 
and,  in  fuch  a  ftate,  from  its  fuppofed.re- 
femblance  to  a  pipe,  it  is  termed  a  fiftula  ; 
of  which  nature  is  the  fift;ula  in  ano,  a 
welf-knoWn  and  troublefome  diforder. 

The  tooft  frequent  calife  of  the  fbrma- 

apn  6f  finufes  in  ulcers  and  abfccffes,  is  thp 

0^3  wan^ 
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want  of  a  free  vent  to  the  difcharge;  which, 
naturally  felling  to  the  moft  depending  fi- 
tuatiori  of  the  part,  if  it  does  not  there  find 
an  eafy  and  ready  paflage  by  an  opening 
being  made  into  it,  it  very  readily  infinu- 
ates  itfelf  into  the  foft  yielding  fubftance 
of  the  cellular  membrane,  and  prck:eeds  on 
gradually  till  it  fomewhe^e  or  other*  makes 
an  opening  for  itfelf,  either  upon  the  fur- 
face  of  the  body,  or  into  fome  of  the  neigh- 
bburing  cavities. 

Very  tight  bandages,  too,  when  applied 
diredly  upon  ulcers,  if  they  are  not  made 
to  adl  likewife  Upon  the  rieighbouring 
found  parts,  for  fome  way  both  above  and 
.below  the  XoreS,  are  not  unfrequently  at- 
tended with  the  fame  effect ;  and  fhould 
never,  therefore,  be  applied  in  this  ihan- 
ner.    •       "  ''  ' 

In  every  cafe  of  recent  fimis,  and  even, 
in  general,  in  thofe  of  longer  ftandirig,' 
.  when  thefe  are  fo  far  acccffible  as  to  admit 
of  proper  applications  being  made  to  them, 
and  when  the  conftitution  in  other  re- 
fpedls  is  healthy,  we  may  almoft  always 
^.    '    ■  :  venture 
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venture  to  make  a  favourable  proguoi^. 
But  when  the  complaint  has  been  of  very 
long  continuance,  and  efpecially  when  the 
dj£^rent  finufes  open  into  any  of  the  joints, 
or  are  beyond  the  reach  of  an  operation,  ft 
cure,  in  fuch  cafes,  becomes  both  very  dif- 
^cult  and  doubtfuL  Nor  is  there,  indeed^ 
any  diforder  that  more  frequently  baffles 
the  ingenuity  of  furgeons,  than  fome  ft>e* 
cies  of  this  diforder,  particularly  the  fiduU 
ia  ano. 

%  2.  i)ftbe  Cure  t^ibe  Sinuota  Ulcer. 

In  recent  afie(5Uons  of  this  nature,  we 
jare  directed  by  all  the  old  writers,  as 
like  wife  by  many  of  the  moderns,  to  make 
ufe  of  what  they  call  vulnerary  or  healing 
injeAions.  And,  in  the  more  advanced 
ftates  of  the  diforder,  when  by  long  conti- 
nuance the  fides  of  the  different  finufes 
have  become  callous^  efcharotic  injedlions 
and  powders  have  been  recommended : 
But  none  of  thefe  have  ever  been  found  to 
produce  ^ay  permanent  good  effeds,  and 
CL4  %^- 
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the  too  frequent  ufc  of  them  has  often  ren- 
dered hard  and  callous  fudi  finufes  as  be^ 
fore  were  6f  the  nioft  fim^e  nature. 

Others  again  have  advifed,  in  6v<try  cafe 
of  this  kind,  efpecially  when  the  comphnnt 
is  in  any  decree  of  a  fiftulous  nature,  to  la/ 
the  different  fidufes  opeti  from  one  end  to 
the  other,  and,  by  cutting  out  all  the  hard- 
ened parts,'  to  convert  the  whole  into  one 
Common  ulcer,  and  to  proceed  afterwards 
tvith  the  cure  in  the  ordinary  manner!  ■ 
This  method  will,  no  doubt,  very  fre- 
quently feffea  a  curej  b»t,  independently 
of  the  great  pain,  and  very  large  unfeemly 
cicatrix,  whicH  It  never  fails  to  produce^  it 
cannot,  in. every  cafe,  with  faftty/beput 
in  pra<5lice.  ' 

Thus,  ■  when  finufes  run  very  far  up  the 
recStum,  it  ckn  never  conveniently  be  praci 
tlfed ;  and  when,  as  is  frequently  the  cafe, 
they  penetrate  deep,  arid  run  below  either 
large  blbod-vefFels,  tendons,  or  nerves,  it 
would  never  furely,  in  thefe  cafes,  be  ad- 
vifable  to  have  recourfe  to  fuch  treatment 
But  although  the  pradice  was  even  al- 
■  together 
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together  free  from  danger,  it  ought  iii  al- 
inbft  every  inftance  to  be  laid  afide ;  fince 
we  can,  by  a  much  more  fimple  and  lefs 
painful  operation,  be  always  as  certain  o€ 
obtaining  a  cure,  as  we  ever  could  be^  ei- 
ther by  a  fimple  incifion,  or  by  an  entire 
3eftm£lion  of  the  parts.  ' 

The  intention  of  cure  in  every  cafe  of 
finiis^  is  to  produce  a  coalefcence  of  its 
fides,  fa  as  to  deftroy  any  vacuity  that  may 
have  been  occafioned. 

The  moft  effeftual  means  for  ^ccoip- 
plifhing  this,  is,  firft  to  make  a  depending 
orifice  for  a  free  exit  to  thet  matter  ;  and 
then,  by  a  gentle  irritation,  to  induce,  on 
the  internal  furfaqe  of  the  finus,  a  flight 
degree  of  inflammation,  which  by  experi- 
ence is  known  to  be  the  ftate  which  proves 
moft  favourable  to  the  produdion  of  adhe- 
fion  between  any  two  parts ;  fo  that  a  firm 
union  of  the  fides  of  the  finus  to  one  ano- 
ther may  in  due  time  be  obtained. 

Now  both  thefe  intentions  are  fully  a,n- 
fwered  by  the  introdudlion  of  a  feton,  from 
the  orifice:- in  the  ulcer,  along  the  courfe 
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of  the  &QXLS^  to  its  other  extremity ;  where 
aa  opeaing,  large  enough  for  the  difchargei 
ought  %o  be  made  in  the  manner  we  for- 
merly diredted^n  cafes  of  abfceis. 

The  cord  of  cotton  or  filk  ought  at  firft 
to  be  pretty  large,  more  or  lcf$  fo  accord- 
ing to  the  capacity  of  the  iinus ;  and  ic 
ihould  be  dimini(hed  gradi^ally,  as  the 
cure  a4vances,  by  t^ing  away  a  thread  or 
two  from  its  thicknefs  every  fecond  or 
third  day.  And  at  lad,  when  the  difchargc 
is  greatly  leffened  by  the  filling  ^  up  of  the 
vacuity  occafioned  by  the  finus,  the  fetoa 
ihould  be  totally  withdrawn.;  aiKl  a  ban^ 
dage  being  appliec|  with  fome  tightneft. 
over  the  part,  and  being  continued  a  fuffi- 
cient  length  of  time, '  a  complete  c\xrc  will 
for  the  moft  part  be  effe<5led. 

The  firft  ftep  t<^  be  taken  ^hen,  in  all 
cafes  of  this  kind,  is  to  difcover  the  direc- 
tion in  which  the  finufes  run ;  which 
commoply  we  Can  eafily  do,  either  by  the 
introdudion  of  a  probe,  or  by  obferving 
where  the  matter  points  on  being  allowed 
to  collcijl  for  fome  time,  and  from  whence 

'    .  .  It 
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it  comes,  on  the  part  being  prefled.  And 
into  every  finus^  that  opens  into  the  ulcer, 
a  feton,  as  we  have  above  diredled,  fhoul^ 
be  introduced. 

This  method  of  curing  finufes,  by  the 
ufe  of  the  feton,  is  free  from  all  manner 
of  danger,  and  is  admifftble  in  almoft  every 
cafe  that  can  occur.  Even  when  finufes  run 
deep  among  the  mufcles  and  blood-veflels; 
and  when  it  would  be  unfafe,  therefore,  tQ 
ufe  either  the  fcalpel  or  acrid  injetElions  ;  a 
feton,  introduced  by  means  of  the  diredor, 
ks  we  formerly  recommended  in.  the  treat- 
ment of  ablcefles,  may  be  always  employed 
with  much  fafety  and  advantage. 

The  pradice  we  have  here  recommend- 
ed is  feldom  found  to  fail  in  any  cafe  of 
$mple  finus  ;  and,  in  general,  it  anfwers 
even  in  thofe  which  are  confidered  as  real 
^ftulae.  / 

Althorfgh  it  would  be  very  inconvenient 
in  fuch  a  fituation,  yet  1  am  much  per- 
fuaded,  from  its  general  utility  in  fimilar 
cafes  in  other  parts,  that  the  feton  would 
prove  a  much  more  efFedtual  remedy  in 
*  cafes 
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chafes  of  the  fiftula  in  ano,  than  any  other 
that  has  as  yet  been  employed.  In  fimilar 
cafes  of  this  kind  that  occur  in  the  peri- 
neum, I  have  known  it  ufed  Vlth  the 
greateft  advantage :  And  it  is  in  this  fitiia- 
tion,  indeed,  paiticularly  proper  j  as  the 
cicatrix  formed  after  the  opening  of  a  long 
finus  in  the  common  method,  with  a  fcal- 
pel,  proves  in  thefe  parts  frequently  more 
troublefome  and  painful  to  the  patient, 
chan  even  the  original  difeafe  it  was  in- 
.  jended  to  remove. 

The  finufes,  by  thefe  means,  being  at 
laft  filled  up,  the  ulcers  with  which  they 
have  been  connet^ed  are  then  ta  be  cured 
in  the  ordinary  manner,  as  we  have  direded 
in  one  or  other  of  the  different  fedlions, 
for  the  fpecies  of  lore  to  wl^ich  they  |na)r 
happen  to  belong.  -  ^      ■ 

This  part  of  furgery,  it  may  be  t>hUt^ 
ved,  is  much  indebted  tp  ifhe  'in||^^i6ur 
Mr  Pott,  for  the  fimplicity  hfe  liis'ft^eSiil 
in  a  great  mekfure  the  ftieittfe  of  ^  i?rtrodifc 
<;ing  in  the  treatment  of  fiftWoixs  *  CiM^ 
plaints  in  ^no  ax)d»  in  perineo.     In  all  of 
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which,  as  we  have  already  remarked,  it 
ufed  formerly  to  be,  and  with  many  in- 
deed  ftill  is»  the  pr4^e  to  cut  out  the 
affeded  parts  entirely,  whether  they  are 
much  hardened  or  not :  which  iu)t  only 
occafions  a  great  deal  of  unneceilary  pain, 
but  very  feldom  produces  fuch  an  agree- 
able or  fpeedy  cure  as  is  obtained  by 
merely  laying  the  parts  open  with  a  fimple 
iacifion ;  and  which  is  ail  thaty  even  in  the 
mod  obftinate  cafes,  fhould  be  ever  at- 
tempted. For,  if  a  cure  cannot  be  ob- 
tallied  by  fuch  an  operation  alone,  or  by 
the  feton  .when  it  can  be  ufed,  as  we  have 
lately  advifed,  cutting  out  the  parts  never 
wiUe£[e6lit»  unlefs  they  are  all  evidently 
in  a  very  hard  callous  ftatej  in  which  cafe, 
extirpation  of  the  difeafed  parts  may  no 
doubt  in  fbme  cafes,  be,  neceffary.  Ev^n 
when  a  very  confiderabBe  degree  of  hard- 
ncls  prevails,  much  advantage  is  often  de- 
rived|  i^prely.from  laying  the  finufes  open 
by  a  .fimplp  incifion  along  the  courfe  of 
each  of  them.:  The  fr^  yent  which  is  thua 
given  ta  the  difcharge,.  together  with  the 

new 
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hew  fuppuratidn  induced  by  the  incifions; 
proves  frequently  a  very  certain  xktzn^  of 
removing  the  callofides ;  and  this  being  acx 
compliihed;  a  complete  cure  is  comaionly 
bbtained* 


SECTION    YL 

Ob/ervatiQHs  on  the  CaHous  Ulcere 


S  I.  Of  the  Symptoms  dndCaufes  ofihetaQous ' 
tJlcer: 


.t.     :i.'A 


N  ulcer  is  faid  to  be^^tous^  wfae^ 
its  edgM,  i&ftead  df  c^ntra^Hngjund 
diminifhiqg  the  fize  of  the  r<H%;  k^  at*< 
lland^  turn«  i^&gged,  aiiid  ac  1^  by  adqtni^ 
ring;  a  preteraatofrai  thickoteft^  tji^n  riiii 
confiderably  above  the  level  of  the  neigh- 
botiring  parts  j    And,*  as  it  is  generally 

from 
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from  negledy  or  improper  txeatment,  that 
uJcers  do  turn  calloud,  the  difcharge  af- 
forded by  them  is  ctfrnmonlj  a  thin  viti-^ 
ated  matter. 

It  is  in  this  fpecied  of  nicer  chiefly  too, 
that  v^icofe  veins  occur  as  a  fymptom^ 
efpecially  when  the  complaint  is  feated 
in  the  lower  extremities.  This  feems  to 
be  owing,  not  only  to  the  difficulty  the 
blood,  in  fnch  fixations,  meets  with  in 
its  return  to  the  heart  j  but,  in  a  great 
meafure,  to  the  ftridure  occafioned  by 
the  callolitie9  on  the  courfe  of  the  differ- 
ent veins ;  a  circumftance  which,  in  ex- 
teniive  fores  of  this  kind,  mud,  no  doubt^ 
have  a  confiderable  influence* 

By  many,  and  even  by  late  writers,  thi* 
Q)ecies  of  ulcer  has  been  Commonly  termed 
faricafe  j  from  their  fuppofing  fuch  fojes 
torprocced  ft^ofQ,  and  to  be  as  it  were  fed 
I^,  ^  QM^tier  furniihed  to  them  from  theie 
fw»Hed  .veins,  which  frequently  have  the 
af^peai'dfiKip  of  opening  into  them  *. 

Thift  error,  however,  it  is  evident,  muft 

have 

•  Sec  Tunicr's  Art  of  Surgery^  Vot  11.  p.  ?. 
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have  proceeded  from  want  of  attention  to 
the  caufe  of  fuch  fwellings  in  the  veins ; 
together  with  the  miflaken  notion  which 
has  hitherto  prevailed  refpeding  the  for- 
mation of  pus  and  other  Einds  of  matter; 
which  were  formerly,  iii  general^  fuppofed 
to  circulate  with,  and  to  be  depofited  from 
the  blood;  but  which,  in  the  preceding 
eflay,  We  have  endeavoured  to  demonftrate 
to  be  an  opinion  entirely  void  of  any  real 
foundation. 

With  refpedt  to  the  caufes  of  callofities 
in  ulcers,  it  may  be  rfemark?d,  that  they 
may  all  be  reduced  to  the  general  head  of 
neglect  and  improper  management.  When 
fores  are  injudicioufly  treated^  either  by  irri- 
tating or  by  very  relaxing  applications ;  or 
when  they  are  entirely  negleAed^  fo  that 
fungous  excrefcences  are  either  allowed  to 
arife,  or  different  dreflings  and  other  ettra- 
neous  bodies  are  permitted  to  retnain  too 
long  in  their  caviti6s  j  fuch  fubftances 
come  at  laft  to  a(5l  as  impediments  to  the 
farther  diminution  or  contradlion  of  the 
ulcers.     And,   the   fmall   veflels  of  their 
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edges  being  tKas  prcveatcd  froiri  proceed- 
ing farther  in  a  proper  diredlion,  are  forced 
to  pufh  upwards,  and  ibmetime^.even  back* 
wardsi  till,  in'  cbnfequeiice  of  the  ufual 
prefTurc  from  the  neceflary  baridages,  they 
naturally  cotne  to  acquire  i  morbid  hard- 
nefs  or  catloficy ;  which,  as  long  a$  it  is  diU 
lowed  to  remain,  very  effedlually  prevents 
the  accomplilhment  of  a  cure,  however  ju- 
dicioufly  thd  fbf es  may  in  other  refjpedU 
betrcatfed.    ,      . 

5  2.  O/tbe  Cure  of  the  Callous  Ulcer. 

.  From  the  confidefation  of  the  above- 
mentioned  caufe  of  the  diforder,  the  firft 
Hep  towards^  a  Cure,  it  is\  evident,  fhould 
confift  in  its  total  removal.  . 

Thil?  every  improper  application,  which, 
till  now,  may  have  been  ufed,  lh6uld  be 
immediately  laid  aiJde;  and  if  any  fun- 
gus or  other  extraneous  body  appears  to  be 
doing  mifchief,  thefe  and  every  other  ob- 
ftrudlioti  to  a  cure  ought  as  foon  as  pofEBte 
to  be  feittovedt  This  beirig  too  thoroughly 
R  aecoitt- 
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accomplifhed,  and  the  ft^e  being  brauglur 
to  21  clean  bealitig  condtdcu^  the  di£%rentr 
cattefitl^  are^t^eaito  be  deftrD^ectv^^M^)  till 
tfefe3r  are  effeA^ially  removed^  i  it  is  in  ram 
by  any  kind  <»^applicad(»]tto  expe(^  acure^ 
In  very.TCcent  inftances  :of  &ich  com-' 
plaints,  watfit'  emollient  cataplafms,  when 
continued  for  a  proper  length  of  time,  by 
foftening  the  callofitids,  will  frcqnently^ 
without  any^  other  applfeatioo,  anTwet 
every  intuition  of  cure.  But  it  is  ia. 
the  earJieft  periods  of  the  diforder  only 
that  thcfe  ever  prove  dflfedual ;  for  whea 
it  has  been  of  long  duration,  fo  that  the 
edges  of  the  fore  have  acqjitred  much  pre- 
ternatural hardnefs,  neither  the  u^  of 
emollients  nor  of  gum^plaft^s,  as  W€  find 
in  fuch  cafes  recommended  by  many^  au- 
thors, are  ever  attended  with  any  remark- 
able  advantages. 

.  The  only  remedy  then  w«  can  have  rc^ 
courfe  to,  is  the  fcalpel  or  caudic :  And  as 
this  laft,  when  properly  managed,  is  equally 
certain  with,  the  other,  it  fhould,  as  the 
eafieft  method^  be  always  employed ;  and, 
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j^.rcafims  we  ha.Te  mentioned  in  a  former 
feiSdotii  the  liukan  Ktauftic  fhould  be  here 
like  wile  preferred.  The;fi>lutioa  of  fijhrer 
OT  of;  mercury,  of  which  we  gave  a4e^: 
fimptioh  when  tf eating  of  the  fungous  ul- 
cer^  may  i>e  ixfed  with  equal  propriety  here 
toijfi  Either  this,  ott  the  lunar,  cauftic; 
ihduld  be  applied  every  !two  d^ysi  to^  the 
daltettSi  edges  of  the  forei,  which  in. this 
B5«nfi/er  will  be  foon  deftrqyed.  Bijr  this 
meaas^  together  with  a  conttinuatiQii  of  the 
poukicesk  fo  long  as  any  degree  of  fbulnefs 
icmainis  in  the  fores,  they,  will  foon  be  re- 
(iuced  to  the  fiate  of  fimple  purulent  ulcers, 
when  the  treitroefit  we  have  recommended 
for  that  fpeciea  of  fore  will  fcldom  fail  in 
accompliftiing  a  cure. 
.  In  the  lift  of  fyrapioms  which  we  for- 
merly enumerated,,  yaricafe  veins  were 
mentioned  as  one.  Thefe,  it  might  be 
imaghiedv  when  the  caufe  which  produced 
them  was  removed,  would  likewife  difap- 
pear;  This,  however,  is  very  feldom  the 
cafe;  for  blood-vfcffels,  which  have  once 
ftiffered  fuch  a  diftention  as  to  be  deprived 
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entirely  of  tHcirtone,  do  not  often  fbon  re* 
cover  it.  In  the  treatment^  therefore,  of  this^ 
ipecies  of  tileer,  it  is  not  merely  ncceflary  to 
remove  thiecaufe  which  originally  produced 
thcfe  fwcUings  in  the  veiwrr-  fome  fopporr 
muft  be^ afforded  to  the  weakened  parts  ia 
order  to  enable  them  the  more  e^Iy  to  re- 
cover their  nfual  ftrength. 

For  this  purpofe,  nothing  has  hitherto^ 
proved  fo  effe^^ual  as  the  laced  {locking,  or 
ipiral  bandage,  which  we  have  already  re- 
commended fo  frequently  for  different  cir- 
cumflances  in  the  cure  of  fores.  In  order  to 
have  a  proper  effctft,  however,  in  every  cafe 
of  varix  of  long  duration,  it  ought  to  be  con- 
tinued for  Jt  very  confidcrabk  time :  And 
it  rarely  happens,  we  may  remark,  that  any 
inftance  occurs  of  the  difbrdcr  being  if> 
baKi,>  in-whfck.a  cure  may  not  be  obt^nedt 
mcrdy  by  the  means  we  have  recommend-^ 
^d ;  or  atJea^  that  the  inconvenience  pxo- 
duced  by  the  fwelling  of  the  veins  may 
not  be  fo  far  palliated  as  to  render  quite 
unneceiiary  that'  painful  operation  fo  fre- 
queatly  rcoommended  of  extirpating,  as  in 
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^c^fes  of  aneurifm^  the  difeafed  or  fwelled 

The  eSedb  of  prcffure  in  tbexurc  of 
fores  wc  hare  already  taken  difierent  op- 
"portumti^s  of  memioning^;  Imt  th^y  are 
particularly  reiharkabk  in  ulcers  with  cal- 
ious  edges..  In '  fores  of  .thia  kind,  this 
hardnefs  or  callofity  of  their  edges,  is  n(A 
the  only  impediment  to  a  cure :  the  con- 
tiguous parts  ure  always  much  tumefied.; 
an  occurrence  which  muft  be  entirely  re- 
moved before  any  permanent  cure  can  be 
obtained. 

This  fwelling.of  the  neiglibounng  parts 
originates  moll  probably  from  obftrudlions 
taking  place  in  the  fmallcrveffels  of  xbe 
edges  of  the  fores,  in  confcqucnce  q,f  pref- 
fore  produced  by.  the  callofities  which  fur- 
round  them  :  And  accordingly  it  will 
fometimes  fubfidc  merely  by  the  effedls  of 
emollient  poultices  in  remQving  this  hardr 
nefs  by  which  the  tumefa,(EtiQn  w^s  in- 
duced.—-But  when  thcfe  da  ivot  proTe  al- 
together effedual,  proffure  >obtained  by  d 
jMToper  and  continued  ufe  of  a  flannel  tolr 
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lef,  win  in  almoft  every  inftandfe  C(An|jlaa 
the  cure. 


section'  Vii. 

Obfarvations  on  the  Curioics  tFIcer. 


§  I.  0/the  Symptoms  and  Diagnojis  of  the  tdriou{ 
tllcer.    • 

BY  the  term  Carious  tJlcer,  is  here 
xinderftood  that  fpecies  of  thfe  4?for- 
der  only,  whirh  is  conneAed  ^?cith  a  focsd 
affbdion  of  a  bone.  Fiot-  although  thel^na 
ventofa,  rickets,  and  fonre  other  iSiitirdcrs 
of  the  bones,  may,  iii  particular  circum- 
fta:nces,  perhaps,  come  '  uhd^r  *  the  fame 
denomination  ;  yet  as  it  is  probable,  that 
luch  affecflions  of  the  bones  as  occur  in 
thcfe  difeafes,  are  connofled  with,  and  de- 
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pend  lapdn,  fomc  general  diforder  of  the  fy- 
ftem,  attd  which  «rith  ftiore  propriety  comes 
under  the  pi"6vince  of  medicine  than  of 
fui^ry,  to  enter  tipon  tlierr  confideration 
at  prcfent  would  evidently  be  deviating 
very  much  -from  our  plan  T  All  that  is  now 
intended  is,  to  give  as  ^:lear  *Bd  concife  a 
defcription  as  poffible  of  tl^at  fpecies  of 
\cariB3  in  which  fiirgcryis  more  particu- 
larly concerned^  and  in  which,  by  proper 
attention,  we  oftea  have  it  in  our  power 
to  be  of  'more  real  fervice,  tlian  in  almoft 
any  xrther  chronic  diforder  that  cqmes  un- 
fertile managemeat  of  a  furgeon. 

It  may  likewife  be  obfcrved,  that  fo  far 
as  thofe  -dife^fcs  of  the  bones  iafcove  men- 
tioaed  arc  to  be  confidered  as  local  affec- 
tions, which,  after  the  removal  of  the  ge- 
aeral  diathefis  which  produced  them,  they 
frequently  are,  the  different, direaions  we 
«re  afterwards  to  give  will  be  found  to 
:apply  with  equal  propriety  to  them  as  to 
the  moft  fimple  cafes  that  occur. 

The  moft  clear  and  fimple  idea  that  can 
|)c  given  of  a  caries,  is,  that  it  is  a  diforder 
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of  (tlie  bones  jexax^ly  of  the  feme  iiatiwrc  sif^ 
a  .fphacehi^  oar  gangreo^  of-thbiibft^aro ; 
a.circamftance  .which,  .WB  thinks  ifeJvary 
c}ead)7t ^e^onibrated  bodtfrpmithe  f^p^ 
toras^CTafcaif  and  ^xi^duxl^Dficiiref.  i>  4^  f'  • 

Asr  the  iblood^vef&Ub  ki'  bonesi^jure  no( 
xiear  .foi-niiiiiefousi^  ix)  :prqporcipQ  jasxtbey 
^re  ia-tbe  ibftey:  paitd  of  the  ,hpdjri»Jthc 
aQaj(lomGy[iQg:o£di£rerent  vefiekcaimat  oc- 
cur io  thcm.:fo  frecpieijtly ;  fo  that^  whca? 
^ay  coofidcrahje  artery  of  a  bon^  ika{^m 
to  be  deflroyed,  the  par^s  fuppli^d  by  it 
naturally  faflfer  much;  morei  thaxj  any  of 
the  fofter  organs  would  do  frpoa  a  J^pail^f 
<:aufb.  :  .      \  '  ^ 

And,  as  all  the  blood-veflek  of  ,boae§ 
are  knpwn  to  pais  to  them  ttirougU  tJi^eii* 
furrounding  membraciQ  the  pfeiiolJe\iWi 
upon  which  they  generally  rvin  for , a  ©on- 
fiderable  way  before  pqietra^ng  ^eepcr^ 
it  is  not  very  uncommon  for  a  caries  to 
occur  in  a  bone  which  has  fuffered  np 
other  apparent  injury  than  that  of  having 
a  very  fmall  portion  of  its  membrane 
deftroyed. 
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Wc  do  not,  however^  mean  to  fay,  that 
a  caciqs.imuft  alwa)»  ii/dcejjarily  fodlom  ^ 
deftru(3ioQ  o£  a  part  of  the  periodeapi ; 
fQpditlcdmrary:of  thi^  is  frequently  Jmown 
to  happens  Aodiunleifi  (heinjury  has  been 
fo  cooftdembl^  as  at  the  faipc  qnti(t  either 
to  afedlrthft  ftpuiSturp  of  the  feone  itfejf,  or 
to  occafion,  as  we  hai^e  already  qbfervedi 
the  deflmdioa  jpf  f<^me  principal  artoryy  ^ 
caries  "w^Il  lapver  occur  n^rely  from  an  al>? 
r^fioa  .  o£  the  periQfteum  ;  but  whenever 
an  accident  )ias  produced  either  of  thefe 
e.fiedtsy  the  other  will  almoU  conilaotly  be 
found  to  follow.  . 

From  the  fir  ft  appearance  of  a  bone 
^fter  it  is  Jaid  bare,  unlofs  its  fubftance 
has  beeo;  evidently  affe<5led,  we  can  never 
at  once  determine  precifely,  whether  a  ca- 
ries will  {uccecd  or  not.  In  mere  abrafions 
of  the  peripfteum  from  ordinary  accidents, 
I  would^  fkom  a  number  of  obfervations, 
^oncludct,  that  there  is  at  leaft  an  equal 
chance  that  it  will  not :  a  fliort  time,  how- 
ever, ^iU.  commonly  refbjve  th?  uncer- 
tainty.'    :    .  .  : 
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For  if^  at  the  end  ef  the  f6urth  day  at 
fartheft,  a  bone  that  hais  been  denuded  (Uti 
ret^ns  its  natural  appearance,  we  may 
itt'  general  codcludie,  with  tolerable  eer- 
taimy^  ^hat  no  carious  afie^ton  is  to  fuc- 
ceed ;  ind  may  accordingly  proceed  widi 
^fety  in  the  creattaait,  as  if  the  csufe  were 
that  of  a  fimpk  W6U^d  only  ;  which  can 
never  with  propriety  be  <ione>  whilft  aey 
tmcertainty  remains  with  refpet^  to  the 
ftate  of  the  bofie:  Aod  hetiice  the  gfcat 
conftquence  of  being  abk  foon  to  di^ter- 
mine  whether  a  bone  laid  bare  is  to  be  at-* 
tacked  with  caries  or  not. 

For  if  j  from  want  o€  attentdon^  a  cure 
fliotild  be  attempted  in  a  cafe  where  caries 
is  to  follow,  and  if  the  fore  fhould  be 
made  to  cicatri/e,  all  the  new  growth 
wou!d  be  again  to  deftroy,  much  imne* 
cefFary  pain  would  be  given  to  the  patient, 
and  a  permanent  c^ire  Would  be  much 
longer  protraded  than  if  proper  meaftires 
had  been  taken  at  the  beginning. 

In  general,  however,  as  we  have  already 
remarked,  if  a  denuded  bone  is  to  become 
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carious,  kufualljr^pws  itfelf  in  a  vfery 
?h6rt  Wtiife  By  the  end  of  Ae  Aird  of 
ibtA-tl  flay  at  fartheffV*  tlie  boiic 'be^ifBs  to 
loft  its  titi!tural  lifealth;f  ipp&arance,  turtis 
ttrft^a  pifle^hite,  and  thfen  get%  a  flight 
tinge  of  a  yellow  icomplexion ;  land  Vhcii* 
e^er  t?hij^  tifegin^  to  appeal*^  theri  can  be  no 
Idn^  n  €o\ibt  of  -vrhat  vt^xil  be  the  corife- 
"quehcfe.  ^     ' 

''It  fpftietimes  temain&,  howttef,  in  this^ 
ftate  f6r  k  good  miany  daya,  and  by  de- 
grees jgets  a  more  deep  taliow^like  appekr- 
ancie  j  in  ^ich  ftat*  it  commonly  conti- 
nues for  a  longed  or  ftorter  time,  accord-*^ 
ing  to  the  dtgree  of  vic>lencc  with  t^hich  the 
iri^tiry  has  befen  dlone ;  and  afterwards  goes 
thro*  the  different  ftages  of  brown  and  dark, 
till  it  has  acquired  a  black  of  die  dcepeft 
dye,  a  pcri6d  4t  which  we  may  fuppofethis 
portion  of  theb6Ate  i^  arrived  at,  perhaps, 
the  higheft  ttegtee  of  mortification. 

The  discharge  from  ulcers  of  this  kind, 
is  never  of  the  Hconfiftenee  of  good  pus  :  it 
is  generally  confiderably  thinner ;  and  from 
;he  firft  appearance  of  a  caries,  it  acquires 
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a  moil  difagreicafel^  /etpr, :  whleb  ^I w*y$ 
turns  more  confiderable  #$•  the  di^eQC 
il^g^  of  the  difprder  ^advances  a^id  ^  Mft> 
too«  it  aoqiaires  A  blackifl*  1m«,  at  the  fame 
t^n[>e  |ha«  it  fr^q^i^tlj  bqpoi^jM  qw^eed- 
iagly  acrid.         ^  . .:   ,.    . 

As.  the  ifiverial  degref^s  pf  bl^ckaef^  w 
morti^catioa  £p  pa,  imaU  fprax^a  or 
hole«  feem  as  it  were  to  form  in  the  dif- 
fafed  parts.}  and  by  degree^  ifiof^aie^x^ii- 
iiderably,  till  ^ven  t]bi|^  mpft  foHd  booes 
acquire  a  kii^d  of  ipoi\gy  appear^xu;e.  l^ 
this,  iituation,  the  nuHtified  portion  g^&e- 
rally  becomes  kH><€,  ^nd,  whi^  prefled 
iipoor,  a  CQnfiderablc  quantity  cf  afafitiflh 
Uke^ipaiter,  wijth  aa  iotokraldk  fi^tor,  can 
commonly  be  forced  out  froio*  the  dificEeiit 
openings  i  wbi^h  f^  tai?U:$  ikf  spjiq^^ifr 
charge  from  the  ulcer^  r^Mwl  giir^ft  it  ftic|i4 
V:«ry  peculiar,  fm^l^  ^s  toj(&^^  ix,{qk^\^ 
poffible  for  any  pra^tiomr.  '99^\  ^« 
Qiice  knowa  thoroughly  whatitl^,  .«vef/to 
be  deceived  withr  refpcift  to  tbej-ei|ift«9K^ 
of  a  caries.  Indeed  this  *circum(iance 
^loi>e  alFofds  almoft  a9  i:trtaiu  a  diftii^cr 
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tion  in  cafes  of  lateat  taties,  as  airy  tha« 
can -be  pointeckout;  '  • 

In  ulcers  attended  with  a'  carious  bone^ 
the  fkffry  pins  dfever  bare  a  healthy  /ap- 
pearance i  they  are  fofcandi  more  flabby 
than  natural ;  an4,  infftead  of  a  florid  red, 
they  have  rather  a  dark  brownr,  together 
with  fomcwhat  6f  a  glaffy  comple:«ioii. 

The  granulations,  however,  cotnmonly 
advance  tjuickly  enough ;  and  they  would 
fre<Jtierrdy  proceed  too  far,  if  they  were  not 
prevented  by  att ;  which  it  is  always  ne- 
ceffary  that  they  Ihould  be,  till  the  difeafed 
pares  of  the  bone  are  either  caft  oflF  by  the 
cflfbrtB  of  nature,  or  are  cut  out  by  art j  fo  as 
that  the  healing  of  the  fore  may  take  place 
with^  certainty  from  the  bottom.  And, 
whierftieg!ed<^  for  any  confiderable  time, 
thtfe  foft  prddtiftidn^  in  carious  ulcers  fre- 
qiidllly'  irici-^afe  io  remaricibly,  as  to  form 
iWy  laf^  and'tr^ubfeiome^excrefcences. 

We'havfe:Jhi*he«:o^  been  fuppofing,  that 
only  fe  j^drtion  .of  (he  ftibftance  of  a  bone 
has^beenaflPe^Eled  }  in  whlfeh  cafe  a  cure  is 
forof  times  obtained  by  a  fingle  lamina^only 
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cafBng  off.  Bvrt  the  fame  phenomena  lifee- 
wife  occur  when  the  carits  has  been  fa 
confiderable,  aa^to  affe(9^  a  bone  through  ir^ 
whole  circumfercaee.  Only;  in  lias  cafe^ 
the  caries  generally  adTances^  niore  quick* 
ly  j'and,  in  the  treatwiejkt  of  it^  it  is  ofba 
necefTary  that  the  whole  fubftsiiee  of  the 
bone,  in  the  difeafed  part  of  it,  ihould  b# 
taken  out. 

Such  are  th^  different  appy^aarant^  of 
caries  proceeding  froni  an  external  acd* 
dent  that  ha$  laid  the  bone  fairly  opep  td 
triew  :  But  the  feme  kind  of  difeafe  occurs 
frequently  in  a  ffiorei  latent  maon^ ;  andj 
in  fuch  cafes,  it  prove?  always,  in  every  re** 
fpeft,  a  great  deal  inore  troubIe£)ina 

UJccjs  of  long  cQn^nu^nce  ab<>ve  the  rif 
bia,  or  any  other  hoRe  i|ot  thicMy  covered 
with  foft  parts,  merely  by  the  fi>sttter  infi^ 
nuating  itfelf  to  the  periofteum,  and  thtre 
producing  au  inflardmation  and  fuppuwi* 
tion  of  that  membrane,  :by  ^hich  the  hone 
itfelf  is  apt  to  be  eroded,  very  ^ftenpravfi 
the  origin  of  troublcfome  cariofitics;  which 
again,  as  long  as  they  remain,  prevent  ef^ 
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fedually  the  proper  cure  of  ajl  fucb  fores, 
notwithflanding  the  ufe  of  every  remedy 
that  can  be  employed.  For  wheii,  by  the 
appUcaitioii  of  very  dryiog  aftringent  re- 
medies,  a  cicatrix  happens  in  fuch  circum- 
ilantes  to  be  ioduced^  it  proves  conftantly 
a  tqnporary  cure  ohdy ;  for  the  di&afe,  in, 
thecourfeof  a  ihort  timcj  always  breaks 
jout  again. 

la  fnch  caies  as  we  are  defcribing,  tvhen 
the  external  ulceration  is  not  attended  with 
a  great  deftrudion  of  parts,  fo  that  the 
boiie  fUil  remains  with  a  tolerably  thick 
coverings  a  caries  is  not  always  eafily  dif- 
covered ;  £0  that  pra^tioners  are  fre- 
quentlyi  for  fome  time,  at  a  loft  how  to 
proceed  in  the  aire :  With  a  little  atten- 
tion, howciPer,  axid  efpecially  with  the  af- 
fiftance  of  experience  in  forn^er  fimilar  cir- 
cnmftances,  a  carious  hone  may^  in  gene- 
ral, be  eafily  enough  detbded* 

When  by  the  introduiStion  of  a  probe  at 
any  opening  that  may  have  been  formed, 
if  a  roughxiefs  is  difcovered  on  the  furface 
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of  die  bone:^n^ie/cafe:b9COBii^«ka^|«^^ 
eridjcnt;  :  ;..;  /  '^  -.:.  .  ^r:;  iiJtxaad) 
Suck,  isfocmaticiay  bainraar,  asi^^ttdti^i 
wayt  to-bcnri»tai«edr  fibr  fraqodarlf  cbWR 
is  no  CYident€p«itag:  A  tinf  forfacd  i^the 
focti  ft^d,  if  timream.*ajz)vth£^^afe(0if^ 

pujrpo£b  caa  gee  ^Umffinb. : .  Aad*i»P«iri|xif 
occaiions^  Again,  when  an  opann^^  tfWft 
tolerably  lai^  ia  met  with,  and  ^(to  a 
carbs  does  certainly  e»ft,  yet  ^bt  ^^HM 
part  cannot-.  be.Teached  with  ^  psobb^ 
account  of  the  obliquity  or  wkfding  dfirti- 
tion  of  the  finus  which  leads  to  it 

Although  in  fuch  cafes,  however,  tte 
hope  itflblf  cannot  be. iauncdiately>ivacfe^ 
yet  if  fufficient  attention  be  given  to  Ac 
appearance  of  the  fore  and  to  the  nature  of 
the  difcharge,  we  will  notirffifia  bd  aciinjr 
-great  lofe,.,,,   ->•.,>:•;!.  ^  ^*v  r^c^     loi-^Kburt^t' 

If  a  ^ar^s^ jl^  Jj^?Pfrr49ef /l^erfj^, 
any'  i>ew  pap?^  ^^tii^fr, r |?§^l}i%j[C^  {«i9S9f^* 
in  the  fore,  are  coi2;pwnlyj(7%3fHB;fWPatrly 
remarked,  f(rfj;#i)4>flab^yi^>^d'}is^fa(^iirf^ 
forming  a  rfcg^ar.fi;^r%fii  ife^JWOTiffil^^fex 

'  lationi 
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)tli0Ht;f|n3Xtt:i[piii  difileiciit  .ckiften,  of 
the  fize  of  fmali  nuts  c^  the  likC:;  axtd^  ia^ 
i)cad.f#f  a  faestmiy.  ccd  aj^Baronoe,  they 
Ikwa  iffmUi^ra  tiani^brcmii  cxmplexioxi. 
^  Ilbe£e ,  ckcxuixAaacips,  ^  ^dbea  ti^jr  cake 
piMO,  -t^^ietlicr  with  the  '^fcharge  from 
^  l^er  hfsing  tlnn^  dado,  aoad  of  a  greafy 
•f)|»ttl»i«r9  and  efpeciaUy:  the  pK^uIiar  and 
m^  (^ffattfivc  fetor  which  a  caries  always 
i^i^  |«9int;  out  the  real  £bte  of  a  bone 
iftJS?flSr  v^e  of  thb  kiad^  with  almoftas 
Wi^cP?^^i&>n:i»  if  thet  bone  dtfclf  wer? 
<^p^d^;^  vi^w.  ...         .      : 

^4?^Semtifhs  andP^ngnoftsof'the  Carious 

'  'Ai^h  ^ithWckAdmt^  is  can  oocafion  either 
denudation,  lofs  of  fubftancc,  or  erofion  of 
a%&«fc,'^ave^iC6ij«i&hry  bciJn  enumerated 
by  tfaflSter^is^thfe  tiiulbfe  6f  taribs^  But  it 
is  «-tl*^tS»{linefe  ^WeH^khoWn  tcy  every 
pra6|itfbfifer^  that  thfe^^omthon  teguments 
aid  perjoftpum  are  very  frequently  de- 
§  ftfoyed, 
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ftroyed,  without  any  carious  affcdion  en- 
fuing :  and  that  even  a  very  confiderable 
lofs  of  fubftance  in  a  bone  may,  and  fre- 
quently does,  occur,  without  being  follow^ 
ed  by  any  fuch  appearance* 

The  caufes,  therefore,  of  caries  may,  ia 
general,  be  faid  to  te,  whatever  can,  by 
erofion  or  othcrwife,  deflroy  the  circula- 
tion in  the  whole  or  in  any  part  of  a 
bone. 

As  fuch,  may  be  mentioned,  wounds  ift 
general,  which  affed  either  the  perioftcum 
.  or  bones  ;  violent  contufions,  and  in^am- 
mation  of  the  periofteum,  f^-om  whatever 
caufe  it  may  proceed,  when  it  ends  eixher 
in  abfcefs  or  gangrene;  the  acrid  matt;cr 
of  ulcers  penetrating  to  and  deftroyiug 
the  periofteum ;  and,  laftly,  the  impropct 
application  of  fharp  acrid  fpirits  and  |)p^w^ 
ders  to  bones  merely  laid  bare  ;  a  pr^ce 
we  find  recommended  very  univerially  by. 
almoft  all  the  ancient  writers  on  this  part 
offurgery. 

We  have  obferved  above,  that  lofs  of  fub- 
ftance in  a  bone  does  not  always  pjoduce 

caries. 
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caries.  T*hus,  very  confiderable  portions 
of  the  (ifiniufii,  ic  is  well  known,  are  fre- 
qliently  taken  oiit  when  fradured,  without 
any  caries  of  the  remaining  part  of  the  bone 
enfuing ;  ar^d  that  the  fame  circumilance 
likewifc  happens,  in  many  inftances,  in 
bther  parts  of  the  body,  I  have  hadVarious 
opportunities  of  being  Convinced  of. 

That  fueh  occurrences,  however,  do  not 
fo  frequently  take  place  in  other  bones  as 
in  thbfe  of  the  cranium,  cannot  be  denied: 
and  the  reafon  of  it  very  probably  is,  that 
by  a  greater  proportion  of  blood- vefTels 
being  fent  to  the  bones  of  the  flcull  than 
ito  ally  of  the  long  ones  ;  any  accident 
whicih  might  otherwife  be  fufficient  for  fe- 
parating  one  part  of  a  bone  from  another, 
will,  by  this  mechanifm,  be  prevented  from 
eflS'dlitig'  a  ftoppage  of  circulation  in  the 
cdhti^g^'dus  remaining  parts  with  fo  much 
eaft  afe  inf  the  harfl  bones  of  the  extremities, 
ill  i?\rlifch  the  blo6divefreis  are  much  more 
fparingly  diftributed  :  And  to  fuch  a  ftop- 
p'agi'vt^^  hiive  already  endeavoured  to  fhow 
that  eVdry  cafe  bf  caries  is  to  be  attributed. 
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In  every  inftancc  of  caries,  the  progao* 
flsto  be  formed  muft  depend  »|)on  a  va- 
riety of  circuiJaft^mces! :  The  principal  of 
•which  are,    ,  .  ;  ,, 

The  fituation  of  the  difeaf^  parts  ;  tjkie 
nattire  and  organifation  of  the  ^^&AA 
bone ;  thj8  nature  and  degree  of  the  iiiflid- 
ing  caufe ;  tbetfize  of  the  caries  ;  the^^gc 
And  habit  of  the  patient,     .  > 

Thus  it  will  \)e  readily  aUowed,  t^W  a 
caries  in  any  of  the  bonesof  the  flkulJi Tibs, 
or  vertebrsB,  by  thef?  parts  bein^  {^^^A 
&bove  or  upon  organs  fo  immediately  pw- 
ceffary  for  Hfe,  muft  he  atten^^.wijH 
more  riik,.  than  a  difea^,  in  ev^ry  other 
refpeA  of  a  fimilar  nature,  inraQy-^^tb^ 
bones  of  the  extremities^    ,  " ,     t :  m 

For  a  fimilar  reafon^  too^  a  canrio?  ^9^^ 
near  to  any  pfjthe  joirit^t  froim  ;^.^^^^r 
of  thcfe  becoming,  afi^ed^  is  always  ^- 
tended  with  more  riik*  than  whc^  the 
difeafe  is  rconfia^d^  K0^  ^he  43!>«idle;  |of  a 

t  :  The  coofiftence  C)f5  textupe  of  a  bo^^  too, 
thaSL  no  fmfiU  infliience  hj  every  cafe  of  ca- 

'^'  ^    '1  ^       \'       riesj. 
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ries }  exfoliations  beiiig  much  more  tedi- 
otfc,  in  the  hard  and  compatft^  ^han  in  the 
more  foft  vafenlar  bones.  Thus,  although, 
as  we  have  already  remarked,  diforders  of 
this  fcind  arc  attended  with  more  riflt  on 
ihe  fkttll  than  eliSbwhere ;  yet  a^caties  of 
any  of  the  bones  of  the  cranium,  if  it  ad- 
Alts  oCa  ttite  at  ally  nevle^  proved  ndar  fb 
tedious  as  when  the  hard  ftibftance  of  the 
h\imerus,  fetour,  >  oi^  tibia,  is  affcjftedi 
^ 'The' nature  of  the  caufe  which  produ- 
ced the  diforder,  has  likewife  a  coniiderable 
tffe^  in  detfermining  the  prognofis*  Thus 
a  #otmd  with  a  fharp  cutting  inftrument, 
that  ihay  have  deftroyed  not  only  fome  of 
the' perk>fteum,  but  even  part  of  the  bone 
itfelf,  does  not  generally  produce  either 
fuch  a  de'ep  of  extenfive  caries,  as  what 
tdttiihbnly  fticceed^  tx>  violent  contufions 
bf  bones,  with  perhaps  no  immediate  lofs 
Offobftance. 

The  extent  of  the  difeafed  part,  too,  we 

have  already  obferved,  is  a  circumftance 

"tvhich    influen<3e^  the,  cure   ccmfiderably. 

This  is,  no  doubt,  the  cafe  in  every  fpecres 

.       ,  S3  .  Qf 
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of  ulcer,  but  it  is  more  particularly  fo  in  all 
cafes  of  caries  j  for  it  is  conftantly  found, 
that  much  more  time,  in  proportion,  is  re- 
quifite  for  the  feparation  of  a  large  piece 
of.  fpoiled  bone,  than  what  in  general 
proves  fufficienc  for  the  removal  of  one  of 
a  le{s  extent. 

And,  laftly,  as*  in  crel-y  fpccies  of  fore^, 
the  patient's  being  young  or  old,  heakhy 
or  otherwife,  arc  circumftances  which  oc- 
cafion  very  confiderable  differences  in  the 
progrefs  of  the  dure.  This,  we  may  re- 
mark, is  the  cafe  in  every  variety  ofulcftr  j 
but  it  is  particularly  fo  in  thoft  attended 
"with  carious  bones,  which  always  render 
the  cure  of  fores  fo  extremely  tedious, 
that  few  conftitmions  are  able  tofupport 
the  difcharge  which  they  produce,  if  tbey 
have  not  previonfly  been  perfeiftly  fitfsv 
and  healthy.  '        -  -  :  .. 

Thefe  are  the  leading  circumftances  re- 
quiring our  atteiition,  in  the  treatmeiit  of 
ulcers  attended  with  carious  boft^s  i  and  it 
is  from  a'dufe  attention  to  all  ortbem^^that 
a  juft  prognofis^  is  to  be  formed. 
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Ca^  i.ES  being  a  dif^fe  of  the  fame  na- 
iure  in  the  bones,  aa.  mortification  is  in  the 
ibft  parts,  no  cure,  it  is  evident,  can  with 
propriety  be  attempted,  till  the  removal  of 
^l  the  difeafed  parts  is  accompliihed. 

For  if,  either  by  accident,  or  defign^  an 
luptipa  iof  th^  parts  above  fuch  a  caries 
fhould  be  obtained,  the  deJU  portion  of  the 
l?Qne  not  having  any  connexion  with  the 
living  or  found  parts,  and  by  thus  adlin^ 
as  gn,  extraaeoj^s  jirritating  bo4y>  would 
fpon  produce  an  abfcefs  or  colledion  of 
matter,  s^nd  in  this^  manner  :yvould  force 
opei>.thej)afi^  already  united, 
- ,  Jii  d  hea,ltHy  co?^ftit;u;jton,  tb^  feparatipn 
oi.difeai^d  morticed  parts  froni  fuch  33 
remain  found,  isj  in  general,  apcprnpUihed 
J>y  .^  f^s^fdX  exertion  of  the  fy ftem. 
^  rThc  cewyfS:  ^^ich  .  n^^ure  follows  in  ef- 
fodling  this,.fecm9,.a8  we, forni^rly  remark- 
i;d-Wih€£|  trying  of  gangrene,  to  be^t^ro' 
the  interventip^  of  a  iligh^  degree  of  in- 
S  4  flammation. 
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ili^i)^m$iti<m  ^scitod  upon  die  eKtremmes^ 

as^ii;  were,  a  boundary  betwtfda  tbefii  and 
fup]^jafi*afedife»fed*  -      •     ■ 

|n;Coia^£»ciiccDf  f^(di  attiaflamiJitftaKm, 
a  fttoius  exfudatton  froi»  the  mo^jchs  of  the 
found  vcflfefa  i^  produood  t  a  iiipimriiioa 
is  accordingly  Tirought  about,  with  a  cofo- 
fequent  prodvKSkicLn  of  jo^w  g^rannlations, 
whicb^  togethiert  ibon  effcAuaily  detach  aH 
the.  difeafed  from  the  tiving  parts; 

This  ia  evidently  the  procefs,  in  fiicL 
cafes*  of  mortification  as  occur  in  tbeibfter 
parts  of  the  body ;  and,  with  a  Very  litrie 
attention,  th^  fame  phenomena  wililbe  db^ 
ferved  in  ^very  cafe  of  caries.  Only  in  tte 
latter,  from  there  being  in  the  bones,  a$  we 
have  formerly -remarked,  a  Botore  tipancBig 
diftribution  of  bteod  Ycflckv  land  ( confix 
quently  not  foch  ar^difpoGtion*  tb  indaiii^ 
macion,  the  exertions  of  nature^  for  the  re*' 
moval  of  the  difekfe^iirer&kioi»ifbTjutdcIy^ 
acoompliflied.  .•       .     .     .  .a  ,.  i       i 

It  is  from  a  due  astteiition  to  du&  proccfs 
of  nature,  in  freeing  herfelf  from  fueh  dit 

orders> 
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ordecs/  that  die  greatsft  adva»tag<gg'4^lh^ 
treaimdiit  o'f^suieaard'Co  b^  obrained :  Arid 
if  we  brdiw^bed*  by  this  i«y  the  cb^ke  and 
order  of  otir  applications^  we  liiay  have  k 
frequ6ntl]r  in  our  pbwei^  to^l^accoisipliih^  In 
a  fbwi  weeks,  wh«  nattire,  if  toft  to  herl*^> 
wwdd  require  manyrtidre  months  to  ef- 

FFom  the  foregoing  <fdn^d£rati^n&/the 
pliadpal  indicacknivit  is'6videbt^  ift  fit^ 
cafe  of  caries,  fliould  be^  bjr  j^t)*r  kpplic^ 
tions  frequently  reiterated;  tx^  eiccite,  and 
coDtinxteas  long  as  may  b^  necefTary,  ftick 
a  degree  of  indammatibh  in  the  adjoining 
found  paws?  of  the  bone,  as  may  be  requi- 
fite  for^tke  total  feparation  of  the mordfied 
pdffts.- 

in  this  ftate  of  «he  diforder,  the  dif- 
eafid'part  'cf  the  bone  D^e  iuppofe  to  be 
laidi  egah^  d>an3i ;  :  whioh  in  the  cale-  of  ca^ 
ries^  ad.^cfirftdcfciibad,  is  the  cafe  from 
tIiei:bsginoingi}iaj]kL  wMdi  ^uft,  in  the 
other^  be  brought  ubout,  by  deftroying^  the 
coi^upted  ahd  tDther  |iarts  thftt  ccArer  It^  as 

■'-•  :  .V  i      -  ■fooa 
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{o^a  as  the  caries  from  thQvdiflSsrfilit  fymp* 
Xoms  is  known  to  exift. 

So  far  at  l^M  it  mud  be  laid  op(m,iQ»  is 
nw^ffary  fqr  g/ettiog  freely  at  th«  diifeafcof 
the  bone  in  it3  fuU  ^KicnL  Thk^  by  a 
im^c  JwifioQ  along  the  courfc  of  the  caries^ 
tptBj  'in  general  be  done;  bUit  wMn  the 
difcafe  occupies  any  coufiderable  extsent 
of.fvirf^ce,  it  becomes  neccffary  to  qwkc  a 
crucial  incifiou,.  of  even  to  take  asray  part 
x)f  the  .te^umems  altogether,  Aad  tillth^ 
diftafe  of  the  bo,n«  «  entirely  removed,  it 
is  nefeflajry^  by  4  dw:  attention  from  time 
to  time,  to  prey^t;  the  formation  of  nfW 
parts,  atleaft foJar.:^  might ktaay degree 
obftrudt  the  fcparatiou  of  the  ftarieas. 

Whether  authors  have  ever  ha,d  in,  view 
fuch  ati  itidicatbri  as  the  ooe  we  hfive 
mentioned^  for  the  cure  of  caries^  I  know 
not :  but  the  r^ivedles  eiyqxlojred^  in  jQidi 
cafes^  have,;,  in  general^  been,  tery  jdiflfer- 
ent  from  thoik  vrhidx  reaibn  eyHbendjr 
points  out,  ^nd  frpnx  thoiie  moans  jrlueh 
have  been  ufed  with  much  fuccefa  by  aiaay 
modern  pradtitioners. 

The 
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The  diredions  given  by  all  the  older 
writers  on  this  fubjcd,  and  which  arc  ftill 
attended  to  by  fome  of  the  modems, 
are^  in  every  cafe  of  caries,  or  even  only 
of  a  4^^uded  bone,  to  apply  immedi^ 
atcly,  to  the  bone  itfclf,  powders  and 
tiaiflures  of  aloes^  cuphorbium,  myrrh, 
and  other  warm  gums.  This,  it  is  pro- 
bable, they  were  originally  led  into,  with 
a  view  to  corredl  the  great  degree  of  fetor 
aaid  putrefadtion  that,  in  cafes  of  carions 
bones^  always  takes  place :  and  from  cu* 
ftpm  only  the  plradtice  has  been  continued, 
without  any  other  fatisfa<aory  reafon  j  for 
the  only  eflfe6ls  which  thefe  applications 
can  ever  produce,  farther  than  that  of  cor- 
reAing  the  fmell,  is  to  irritate  and  inflame 
the  foft  parts  of  the  fore,  without  having 
the  leift  influence  on  the  more  material 
diieaie  of  the  hone. 

Bor^  when  the  caries  is  of  any  confidcr^ 
able  depth,  fuch  fubftances  can  never  pei- 
netrate.tooraflSec^  the  found  parts  of  the 

boae^  where  alone,  hy  the  irritation  they 

would 
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wonid  ocfcafion,  fome  benefit  might  be  cx- 
pcfted  from  them. 

And  again,  when  no  caries  dr  affcdioii 
of  this  nature  his  appeared,  fuch  applifca- 
tions  to'  bones  ^  merely-  denuded  of  their 
periofteum,  can  neVer,  in  any  refped,  be 
neceflai*y  j  and  may,  on  the  contrary,  be 
frequently  a  means  of  inducing  a  real  ca- 
ries, the  very  diforder  they  Were  intended 
to  prevent. 

Another  remedy  which  \<re  fifld  fre- 
quently recommended  by  almbft  ievery  an- 
tnor,  in  the  more  adxraiiced  ftagfes  of  canei 
efpecially,  is  the  a<flual  cautery.  Tlus; 
however,  indepeildently  of  the  many  ob- 
jedtions  made  to  it  by  patients,  from  the 
pain  and  feeming  cruelty  attending  it,  is 
evidently,  from  its  nstture,  a  very  injudi- 
cious application  in  all  fuch  dlfbtders:  ^ 
although  many  have  no  doubt  tecoVei^cd 
when  the  cautery  has  been  made  ufe  of, 
there  can  be  Utile  doubt,  biit  that  th^  fame 
complaints  wotild  have  been  tobrtr  Quickly 
removed,  although  nt)  fuch  remcidy  had 
been  employed ;  for,  in  whatever  way  we 

fup- 
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fuppo|fe  ix  to  be  applied,  its  effects  qiuft 
evidently  be  pernicious.  ^ 

.  If  the  cautery  be  applied  in  fuqh  a  inan- 
A^.  as  entirely  to  deftroy  the  difeafed  parts 
of.the^^)pn^,  as  is.commpqly  recommended, 
tl^e  found  P^rts  underneath,  from  the  de- 
gree of  heat  neceffary  for  that  purpofe^ 
piuft  undoubtedly  always  fuf&r  fo  much, 

'  as  to  be  foon  rendered  equally  carious  with 
thofc  intended  to  be  removed. 

AxkI,  on  the  coqitrary,  ^hen  it  is  ufed 
ia  a  more  fparing  manner,  the  difeafed 
part  of  thp  bone  will  ppt  be  removed,  whiUl 
at  the  fame  time  there  will  be  a  confider- 
able  rifk  incurred  of  retarding  the  natural 
.portion  of  the  fyftem  for  the  removal  of 
;he  difeafe:  for  even  a  very  moderate  heat 
u;ill  jEiffec^  the  deftrudion  of  fuch  granula- 
tions .a$.  nature  may  for  this  purpofe  have 

:^lx:e?ujy  .formed ;  ^nd  the  juft  degree  of 
hp^j^.  it  i^^y  be  remarked,  neceffary  for 

«^4fj[^rj9yii5g,the,.mprbid^  witjio^t  affv(5ting 
thq  fpmid,jparts^:  itis  f<:ar<;ely  poffible  to 

.dqtermi^e-,    ,i  ..  ,    ^  •.■■/,  - 

\Vhen,   for  any  particular  reafon,   the 

adual 


Digitized  by 


^1 


Google 


2S6  Obfervatians  on  the         Parr  II, 

a<Stral  cautery  may  not  be  jtwfgcd  prdjH^, 
it  has  been  recommended,  by  the  failie 
airthors,  to  make  ufe  of  different  artificial 
cauftic  preparations;  and  by  others,  it  is 
adyifed,  as  the  fhorteft  pfocefs,  to  ftrike  off 
at  once  all  the  difeafed  part?  with  a  chifel 
and  mallet. 

.  But  the  objeiftions  to  the  ufe  of  the  cau- 
tery, which  we  have  already  ftated,  hdld 
equally  ftrong  with  refpedl  to  thefe:  io 
that,  in  every  cafe  of  caries,  every  appli- 
cation of  filch  a  precarious  nature  fbould 
be  entirely  laid  afidej  efpecially  as  we  hare, 
it  in  our  power  to  accomplifh  the  fanic 
indication  in  a  much  more  fafe  and  cer- 
tain manner. 

For  the  purpofe  of  exciting  a  neceflary 
degree  of  inflammation,  the  moii  effedual 
and  fafcft  method,  and  which,  in  flight 
cafes  of  caries,  proves  always  fuflScient,  is 
^o  make  a  number  of  fmall  perforations 
all  over  the  furface  of  the  difeafed  bone, 
to  fuch  a  depth  as  to  give  the  patient  a 
very  little  pain,  and  no  farther. 

This  operation  being,  in  different  parts, 
t  renewed 
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renewed  tvtxj  third  or  fourth  day,  thq 
difeafed  portion  of  the  bone,  in  the  courfe 
of  a  fhort  time,  not  only  lofes  the  cohefion 
of  its  own  parts,  but  a  gentle  inflammation 
being,  by  the  fame  meaps,  raifed  and  kept 
up  till  a  free  fuppuration  is  produced,  the 
whole  mortified  mafa  is  geperally,  in  a 
fhort  time  thereafter,  entirely  thrown  off. 

Thefe  perforations  are  very  conveniently 
and  effti^ually  made  by  a  pin  or  perfora- 
tor, fuch  as  is  ufed  for  fixing  the  head 
of  the  trepan ;  which  being  fixed  in  the 
h^dle  of  that  inftrument,  not  the  one  in 
common  nfe,  but  that  which  refembles  the 
tool  made  ufe  of  by  coopers  for  perfora- 
ting cafks,  it  is  thereby  wrought  with  a 
great  deal  of  eafe  and  expedition. 

Although  the  operation,  as  now  de-r 
fcribcd,  in  general  anfwers  very  icffedlually 
in  flight  cafes  of  caries,  which  are  not  of 
great  extent,  and  which  do  not  penetrate 
deeper  than  the  firfl  or  fecond  lamella  of  a 
bone  J  yet  when  the  difeafe  is  very  exten- 
five,  and  efpecially  when  it  goes  deep  into 
the    fubflance  of  a  bone,   it  fliortens  the 
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procefs  ^onliderablj,  if^  iaftead  of  the  per- 
ioratOTy  a  very  tmall  b^ad  ol^  a  trepaa  be 
employ^ 

Thi9  iaftniaieot  being  a{^lied  at  prcqper 
diftances  oyer  the  fuiiace  of  the  carie$^  and 
being  carried  juft  as  deep  as  to  gire  the  par 
ticnt  a  very  little  pain,  as  we  fcarmerly  dirccr 
ted,  the  produdion  of  that  decree  of  ioflam- 
xnatiiMd  which  we  h$ive  £howa  to  be  fo  nc- 
ceflary  in  all  futh  cafes  is  thus  very  c(m* 
^der^biy  promoted.  And  at  the  fame 
time^by  coMrerting,  as  it  were,  a  very  large 
caries  into  fo  many  fmailer  difeafed  parts, 
their  feparation  from  the  found  bone^  be- 
low conies  to  b^  m^ch  more  eafily  aflfeded, 
than  if  the  whole  ibrface  had  lUll  remained 
in  one  continued  piece. 

As  foon  as  any  of  the  parts  loofen  at  the 
edges^  their  final  feparation  may  be  always 
greatly  haftened,  by  daily  iniinuatiag  be- 
low them  the  end  of  a  common  fpatula  or 
levator,  fo  as  to  preis  their  edges  a  very 
little  upwards. 

The  head  of  a  common  trepan  is  fre- 
quently made  ufe  of  for  taking  out  a  piecfi 

entirely 
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^(li^#iidi  l3K>ncs  llappen  to  be  carious 
«fei««p'  -^fce'^Hole  fuhftance  of  thfeir  dif- 
ferent iaoieUae:  J  but,  in  the  ftstte  of  thfe  dff- 
;^,''«>F  'Winct  we  art  novr  ipeiking,  ^hcf 
^ifieS^^is'  hot  fapp<ife3  :tb  have  ad\^an^  fo 
ft#,-iaha'c6iifeqfi^riy  ftch  a  piiaSce  daii* 
tfoFWltH  prbpWdty'W  recomitoeiidea, 
-«AI«rfr;<the  iric  of  eichfef  of'  tfee  ^boVe- 
iagritidifed  j^tHitti^ti9»'  the  ttJcer'Ji^tb  be 
tfitflfea^rn  ai<f  ufifal  mannefi  Ohlf ,•  as  longf 
ftffi^y  ;bf  the  cafious^  bone  r«Jinai*ii^,' tkfc 
^ti^fceUct  ind  fttor  of  the- fifetfe*  dit 
oSMttiiirily  ibtdnfiderablci  that  it  becomes  ' 
i«<ceffiii^  b«tiip*oy  fbrne^  i^medi^s  merely 
with  a!%ietrto  cbtTe(*i-it. '  Tttf  wbkhp&r- 
p(4i  01 'ftKjiijgi-d^coaiOri  of  JefmcV  barfc 
arid  :!!»falnut-tr!ie  leave*  is'-fi'^quehtly  iifed 
Trltlii«;**WI«¥^:agd-i  t  iH*d  V  (bl^rcfe^  of  -  dim* 
phtW"  (ft  ^j(fefbr#!iftf  Is  alfo  ad  ^pficslf icm 
hf-\^i^0il^iiMs  H^m^  Qf  nok^ld  bones  i^' 
iwyi  ij«ll^i9»saiiy"  cepre^eid.  The  carious 
fiat)c^0f  8fi|^ib|ii»ci->lh4«l4  4i*e  4aUy^  dfefled 
with  pieces  of  foft  lirit  foaked  4if  eitfe^  of 
th«feji^«fiiilftiJthe)rtft  <«f  theibre-is  treated 
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ki  the  manriep  we  hav6  diredled  for  cafes' 
of  fimple  purulent  ulcers. 

This  putrefccnt  ftateof  the  difcharge  af- 
forded, by  carious  ulcers  is  likewife  muck 
corre<5led  by  the  applicatioa  of  lime-waters 
If  the  fores  :be  daily^  moiflened^  with  foft 
cloths  dipt  in  it,  the  iuatter  fddom  becomes* 
very  offeafive;  and  as  this  remedy  feems  to^ 
have  fome  influence  in  deftroying  the  co- 
hefion  of  ofleous  matter,  it  ought  never  ts^ 
beomitted  in  any  cafe  of  thb  kind«  Since 
I  firft  employed  lime-water  in  ulcers  at^ 
tended  with  cariaue  bones,  I  have  met  with 
different  inftances*  of  exfoliatioas  beings 
much  promoted  by  ki 

As  foon  as  the  carious^  parts  are  all  en* 
tnrely  removed,  the  whole  being  thoi  in 
the  ft  ate  of  a  fimple  puruldftt  fbre,  k  o^ht 
to  be  treated  accordingly  :Fdi<iialtlioujgh 
we  are  particularly  <!ii'e<£ted  by  authors  in 
general,  never,  in  any  cafe  of  caries,  or  of 
denuded  bone,r  to  make  ufe  6f  duQime]:kts,: 
or  of  any  kind  of  grcafy  application  p  yet, 
as  there  wasnever  a?ty  juft  reafon  given  for 
fiieh  a  prohibition,  I  long  ago  made  trial 
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t>f  applications  of  this  kind  in  6a(e^  of  ca^ 
ties  ;  and,  no  incoilvenience  arifidg  frooi 
the  praftice,  I  have  Gncd  that  time  been  in 
the  daily  cnftbm  of  applying  them  juft  as 
freely  to  boiites  as.  to  othdr  parts. 

Of  the  great  variety  of  books  I  have  had 
occaiion  to  Confalt  upoii  this  fubjedl,  none 
have,  afforded  me  more  fatisfaldton  than  a 
treatife  on  Various 'bones,  by  the  late  cele- 
brated Dr  Monro  j  and  I  am  happy  to 
find,  that  the  pradtice  we  have  ventured  to 
reconunend  is  fiipported  by  the  authority 
i>f  fuch  4n  eminent  pradHticfeier  j  who,  af- 
ter fpeakirig  of  the  application  of  unctuous 
medicines  to  bones,  not  only  admits  of  it 
as  fafe,  but  recommends  the  pradtite  as 
exceedingly  ufeful^*  and  fays^  **  I  can  now, 
!*  after  a  gr^  niany  trials,  aflure  you,*  that 
"  iM-  medicines  fo  effeAaally  prevent  the 
"  corruption  of  bones  laid  b&e,  and  ajjift 
"  to  cover  them  lb  fobii  with  :felh;  as 
^  ointments*;*' 

T2  We 

•  In  the  fanie  ingenious  Diflertation  may  be  fccn  a 
jiparticulai:  account  of  the  fevcral  fpccies  of  caries;  with 
a  5(i  of  JHJthoi^s   in    different  ages,  from  Hippocrates 
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We  have  bithertd  tfcfen  f^ppofiagi  as  wa* 
already  obferved^  that  the  difea(i  does  not 
penetrate  far  intb  the  fubfli^be  of  a  bone : 
but  when  this  is  fbtkid  to  be  the  eafc,  and 
a  corifiderable  portion,  perhaps^  of  its  whole 
circumference  is  affeded  ;.or  when  the  dil^ 
eafe  extends  even  round  the  whole  bone, 
which  in  many  inftances*  is  the  cafe;  tfat 
ihorteft  |)focef8  then  is,  to  take  out  at  once 
all  the  difeafed  parts,  either  with  thi  head 
of  a  trepan  frequently  applied,  or  by  meafts 
of  a  fmall  fpring'-faw. 

Many  inreationa  ha.ir«  been  propofed 
fbr  cutting  (mt  portions  of  cariotils  booes^ 
which  lie  deep  r  With  a  view  to  protedk 
the  contiguous  pftr^  from^  being  infured 
by  the  faw,  it  haabeenrad^fed  ca  cover 
ihem  with  thin  plates  of  fteel ;  and  &ws  of 
various  farms  have  been  fappofigd^  to  be 
neceflary  for  dividing  the  boae.^ 
'  Almoft  every  part  of  fiirgcry  is '  already 
too  mii€h   loaded  with  machinery;  but 

no 

downwards,  who  have  wrote  upon  it,  with  the  feverat 
methods  of  cure  propofed  by  each  of  them.  Vid.  MonroV 
WorkS;  4to.  £diki«  17S1,  p.  2S3,  &c. 

"*      '  .» 
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«oo;^ation  with  which  we  are  acquaint- 
^,  feeois  to  require  lefs  aid  from  new  iiw 
iirumems  than  the  remoral  of  a  portion  of 
:a  carious  bone.  In  whatever  part  of  the 
l>ody  the  difeafe  is  featcfd,  the  teguments 
and  muTcles  which  cover  the  caries  ihould 
^e  freely  divided:  andy  when  the  bones  of 
any  of  the  extrenmtes  are  affeifted,  if  thitf 
ht  done  to  a  proper  extent,  fo  as  to  admit 
of  a  piece  of  firm  leather  being  inferted 
l>eIow  the  bone^  for  the  purpofe  of  protedl- 
ing  the  fofc  pares  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
Hmb,  a  common  flraight  faw  will  anfwen, 
in:  almoft  every  oife,  better  than  any  other 
inftrument.  But  when  the  bone  lies  very 
deep,  a  fmall  fpiing-faw  of  a  circular  form 
may  be  employed  for  dividing  fuch  parts 
of  it  as  cannot  be  eafily  reached  by  the 
common  faw.  1 

Thus  either  by  the  ufe  of  xht  trcjiWi-or 
by  a-  faw,  any  portion-  of  a  difeefed  bone 
may  be  removed-;  #  pradice  which  may 
frequently  be  employed  to  much  advan- 
tage in  the  fkuH,  in  the  boiies  of  the  hand* 
^n4  ftct,  as  al(b  ia  thofc  of  the  legs  and 

T  3        .  arow^ 
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firms,  "^htn  the  caries  does  not  run  intq 
the  necks  ^d  heads  of  the  bones,  ib  as  tq 
affed  the  joint? :  In  which  event,  if  an  an- 
chyloiis  does  not  enfue,  or  if  nature  does 
not  by  fome  means  or  other  effect  a  ?urc, 
amputation  of  the  liml)  mu^  alpioft  al\ray$ 
be  had  recqurfe  to  at  laft;  a  caries  of  the 
extremities  of  large  bones  being  one  of  the 
many  complaints  for  wluch  a{;t  has  ^qt  as 
yet  difcoyered  a  remedy* 

But,  whenever  a  carles  is  cpnfined  tp  tk^ 
middle  of  any  of  the  bones  of  the  extremi-j 
ties,  excepting,  perhaps,  in  the  thigh,  wherq 
the  thicknefs  of  parts  is  very  confider-r 
able,  amputation  of  the  niember  fhould 
never  be  adyifed  for  it :  fqr^  with  a  ^ittlq 
patience  and  attention,  if  the  patient*^ 
health  is  not  mtich  injured,  nature  may, 
in  general,  be  fo  far  aflifted  by  removing 
the  difeafed  parts,  that  a  complete  cure 
may  at  la(l  be  moft  frequently  ob^ined 
And  in  no  cafe  whatever  ovight  we  to  de- 
fpair,  when  the  carious  part  can,  witl^ 
fafety,  be  renaoved  :  For,  however  exteii* 
i^ve  the  difeafe  may  be,  if  we  can  properly 
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^accompliih  its  removal^  nattire  will  fddom' 
^il  oa  her  part,  ia  filling,  up  the  vacancy  i 
di^re  being  a^ny  inftances  to  be  met  witl^ 
•in  difierent  chirurgical  publications,    of 
£?en  whole  bones  being  regepen^ted* 

We  have  obfei;ved  above,  thatan  carious 
Q£k&ioB$  of  the  4arger  jeincs,  amputfttkm 
of  the  di&afed  limb  is  aimofl:  the  only  re^ 
medy  to  b^  depended  on.  It  hi^s,  however, 
been  propofed,  and  has  even  been  ^t* 
tempted,  to  iave  limbs  aSeiSled  in  this 
manner»  by  cutting  out  the  ends  of .  the 
Various  bones.  JMr  Bark,  .a  very  ingenir 
ous  furgeon  of  Liverpool,  has  publiihed  a 
treatiie  upon  this  fubjedl,  in  yrhich  he  gives 
the  biftory  of  a  difeafed  -knee-joint  wherf 
this  operatioin  ifixcce^d^  Although  much 
merits  however,  is  due  to  whoever  make^ 
any  |)robable  attraapt  for  faving  limb^ 
which  othcrwife  would  be  amputated,  md 
although  the  public  is  aitich  indebted  to 
Mr  Park  for  the  trouble  he  has  takep  in 
promotix^  the  fuccefs  of  the  operation  we 
have  now  mentioned,  yet,  from  various 
4;]f cumftances,  there  is  much  reafon  tq 
X  4  thiftk^ 
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think,  that  it  VlU  never  be  found  to  be 
iof  much  general  titilitj' :  Independent  of 
other  obj^flidtts  which  bccur^o  it,^heriik 
which  attends  \i  is  evidai^df  mu^h  gi^eatftr 
than  what  comoaoofy  refults  from  the'am^ 
putation  df  It  nibs  :  the  extetit  of  fore  in- 
duced by  it  i*  grtaf^r ;  the  fupptsfation  iS 
of  coiifft  riiore  plentiftil ;  ^  and  thef  fiiatWf 
is  not  fo  freely  difchargedl  ^'V^'e  do  not 
liere,  howerer,  think  it  ne<;eflaTy  tti  intct 
tnore  fuify  ihto  the  diftuffidn  df^thJj^  pointy 
as  we  fliall  Have  occafibn  to  treat  nior^ 
particularly  of  it  in  another  work  inf  whicfi 
we  are  at  prefentr  engaged.  * 

Durinjg  the  treatment  6f  a  cari^i  it  muft 
be  underftoofd  |hat  the  fame  attention  is 
requifite  to  the  patient's  h:al>rt  of  l>ody,dtet, 
and  regimen  in  generali  as^  we  have  rec^ttti 
mended  in  other  fpecies  of  ulcers.  . 
-'  Thus,  if  ^h^  is  of  a  fuH  inflanSnbtory 
conftitution/all  ^eatitig^irnd  yery'nouHfli^ 
ing  articled  of  diet  fhould  tc^bftained  ftom; 
and  if,  on  the  conti-ary,  the  fyftem  is  low 
and  emaciated,^  a^  from  the  long  continu- 
inceof  fuch  di  (orders  IS  moft  frcquenriy 
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the  ca(e,  a  hourifhiilg  gehdfdua  regimeii 
fhould  iFways  lie  aWdw^.-  to  fucli  calea^- 
to6^  ^%imkt  reimedics  ai*e  mtich  waiKcd^ 
]tM€t  bark  b  pft^ii  fbiinci  tol>e  very  fei^ 
ViccabW,  utrf  it  ftiotia  ilwiys  be  *ifed  ifl 
coufidcrable  quantiticst  - 

Thc^ark  is  almoift  Ae  <mly ,  medlciDe 
which,,  in  C2^s  tf  carltt,  &ottI<i  ever' be 
given  internkW^ :  but  iii  IbtQe  inft&^ces  tfce 
Ml  pam  t^hidi  cbver  ssr^trtous  boiief,  be--: 
tame  fb^fWyieiJ  an4  poTiafui,  t^¥  bf^iates 
arc  found  td  be  neceflir^.  And  a*  it'a^ 
pears,  that  in  fuch  cafes  the  pain  proceeds 
in  a  great  naeafure  from  the  diftention  of 
the  periofleum,  in  confequence  of  the  hone 
becoming  enlarged,  I  have  frwjuently  been 
induced  to  try  the  effedls  of  flight  fcarifi* 
cations,  or  of  bleeding  with  leeches  diredl* 
ly  on  the  pained  parts ;  by  which  means 
relief  is  frequently  obtained  when  it  can- 
not  be  procured  by  any  ot^her  means.  I 
may  here  remark,  too,  that  in  every  fpecies 
of  ulcer,  attended  with  much  pain,  leeches 
applied  either  upon  the  edges  of  the  fores, 
or  diredlly  upon  the  affedled  parts,   arp 

often 
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often  attended  with  the  beft  effeifts^  info- 
much  that  I  am  now  in  the  daily  habit  of 
uiing  them  whenever  a  fore  becomes  To  in* 
flamed  and  x)ainful  a^  to  refill  the  influence 
of  ppultiqes  a^d  the  other  means  we  have 
recommended. 

In  every  ulcer  ^jf  this  kind,  as  ibpn  as 
the  diieafed  part  of  the  bone  is  extraded, 
tl^  jR)re  which  remains  is  to.  be  treated  in 
the;  .manner  we  Jiave  already  direded  for 
the  management  pf  that  fpccies  of  ulce^^^ 
to  which,  at  iht  time,  it  ^lay  appear  ta 
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S  E  C  T  I  Olf     VIII. 

Oifer*uations  on  the  Cancerous  Ulcer. 


J  I.  Of  the  Symptoms  and  Diagnojis  of  the  Can-- 
cerous  Ulcer. 

CANCERS  hare  been  generally  divided 
into  occult  and  open*  By  the  former 
are  nxeaitt  inch  bard  fcirrhons  fwellings  as 
are  attended  with  frequent  {hooting  pain^, 
and  which  at  laft  generally  terminate  in  the 
latter. 

By  tiM  open  cancerous  ulcer,  we  under^ 
Aand  that  fpecies  of  fore,  which  com^ 
monly  fucceeds  to  hard  fwellings  of  the 
glands ;  although,  in  fpme  inftances,  it  oc« 
rars  without  any  previous  hardnefs*     The 

edges 
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edges  of  the  ulcer  are  hard,  ragged,  and  un- 
equal, very  painful,  atid  reverfed  in  diflFcr- 
ent  ways,  being  fometimes  turned  upwards 
and  backwards,  and  on  other  dccafions  in- 
wards.  The  whpde  fttrfecft  of  the  fore  is 
commonly  very  unequal :  in  fome  parts 
there  are  con&dor^ble  rifinga,  whilft  io 
others  there  are  deep  excavations.  The 
difcharge  for  the  mod  part  is  a  thin,  dark- 
cohiured^  fettd  ichor;  and  is* often  pofl^fied 
of  fuch  a  degree  of  acrimony  as  to  exco- 
riate^ and  even  ta  deftroy,  the  neighbour- 
ing parts.  Ill  the  ftxpre  advanced  ftages  of 
the  difeafe,  too,  by  the  erofion  of  blood- 
Tcfickt^whlch  x»s^OTS^  (xmGUdrable  quanti^ 
tkffof  pure  blood  arefcraietibut  difebai^. 
.:  Pstici&ts  lalMEttring  under  real  ca&ctrotti 
a&£k^q^,  univarfall^  comfrtala  of  what 
didytem  a  burning  he;^  ov«r  the  whok 
ulcerated  furface ;  which,  in  generat,  it 
^lay^beTemarkisd,  is  the  moft  tormenting 
fymptom  that  attends  the  d&forddr;  and 
thofei  {hooting  lancinating  pains,  which 
were  very  diftrcffing  even  in  the  more  oc- 
cult 
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cult  ftatc  of  the  complaint,,  become  npw  a 
great  deal  more  fo. 

The&  are  die  moil  frequent  fjrmptoms 
which  attend  ajdi  ulcerated  cancer  {  butt  the 
appejurances  of  fuch  ibres  are  £>  yariouaii 
that  it  is  aimoft  impofllblo  in  any  diifinrtp^ 
tion  to  comprehend  cYerjr :  one.  When 
two,  diree,  or  more,  however,  of  thofe  wc 
Mve  enumerated,  concur  together  in  the 
fame  ulcer,  wc  may  always  be  pretty  ccr^ 
tain  \yS  its  being  of  the  cancerous  kind. 

The  fituation  too  of  fuch  fiK«,  afibrds 
fome  sfli(tance  in  thediagnolis:  for  tfao* 
cancers  da  no  doubt  occur  in  every  part: 
6f  the  body,  yet  by  far  tlw  greateft  pi^opdi^ 
tk>n  happ^i#  either  evidently  in  the  fub* 
ilance  of  one  or.  inone  glands,  or  in  thoie 
fituattons  where  glands  are  known  to  be 
moil  numen>us«  Thus  fix  times  the  num*- 
ber  of  csu&ceroos  affeifli^ns,  we  imagine^ 
occur  in  the  lips  and  in  the'breafts  of  wo^ 
men,  thap  air  all  the  reft  x£  the  body  be-' 
£des. 
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S  ^»  0/tBe  Caufes  of  Cancerous  Diforders, 

Various  circumflances  have  been  men- 
tioned by  authors  as  tending  to  {mxlBet 
cCancer,  and  an  equal  number  of  remedies 
have  been  lecommended  for  the  cure  of  it : 
i&Qt  the  little  fuccefs  which  ftill  attends  oar 
treatment  of  the  difeafe,  fliowa  evidentlfi 
that  the  ideas  which  have  been  adopted^  ♦ 
and  the  remedies  propofed^  have  been  more 
founded  on  theory  alone  than  on  pradice 
and  obfervation  ;  for  there  is.  no  difeafe  to 
which  the  human  frame  is  liable,  that  has 
baffled  the  power  of  art  more  than  that 
which  we  are  now  confidering. 

Although  a  thorough  acquaintance  with 
the  theory  of  the  diforder  might  probably 
throw  fome  light  upon  the  method  of  cuce; 
yet  as  any  thing  that  has  hidierto  been 
offered,  or  peH»ps  ais  yetdifcoveredupcMSi 
this  fubjedl,  .feems  to  be  merely  fpecula«- 
-tive,  aiKi  not  fupported  by  experience,  any 
account  we  could  give  of  it  here,  would  not 
prove  either  entertaining  or  inftruiftive. 
^Before  going  farther,  however,  it  would 
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feem  to  be  of  confequence,  to  examine  with 
accuracy  the  different  opinions  of  pradli* 
doners,  with  refpe<St  to  cancers  being  a  ge- 
neral difbrder  of  the  fyftem,  or  merely  a 
local  afieftion. 

This  is  a  point,  we  may  remark,  of  much 
importance  in  pra<flice :  for  if  it  were  once 
eftabliihed,  that  cancers  are  originally  lo- 
cal afiedions  only,  no  objedion  could  then 
be  made  to  their  cure  by  extirpation,  as  at 
'prefent  there  is  by  many,  who  contend, 
that  cancers,  in  every  inftance,  proceed 
originally  from  fome  dilbrder  in  the  gene- 
ral fyftem;  and  confcquently,  that  their 
fenK>val  can  never  have  any  other  effe^E 
than  to  make  the  difeaie  again  break  out 
in  the  fa^e  or  in  fbme  other  part  of  the 
body.  And  this;  they  are  much  confirmed 
in,  from  attending  to  the  little  fucciefs 
which  is  cammcmly  derived  from  the  ex- 
tirpanon^  of  cancers ;  the  difbrder,  as  is  al- 
ledged,  generally  returning,  in  by  far  the 
greateft  proportion  of  all  that  are  cut. 

If  this  argument  were  founded  in  fa<9, 
it  would  no  doubt  merit  fome  attention ; 

.   ^  though 
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though  even  ia  thi?  eaft  it  ought  |i«t  to 
be  confidered  ^  coneluiiye  agamft  the 
operation,  a3  will  bereaftei?  mohei  evidently 
appear,  k  will  fooji,  hoi?^ver^  he  demon*- 
ftrated,  and  to  many  indeed  b  already 
known,  that  a  much  greater  propdrtibn 
than  what  ite  have  mentioned^  recover  and 
do  well  after  the  extirpation  of  canicirs  j 
and  it  id  projbably  the  fa^t  of  (xtrjgtohs, 
or  of  patients,  only,  wha  generally  delay 
the  operation  too  long,  that  the  number 
<>f  thofe  who  recover  is  not  .much  larger 
than  hitherto  it  has  ever  been*  . 

It  is  of  the  BBoris  importance  to  have 
the  point  in  queftioA  determined,  as  thd 
only  account  of  the  fuccifs.from  atirpa* 
tipu,  which,  till  lately^  has  appeaMd  in  this 
country,  givee  fo  bad  a  pi-dfpledt  of  reco- 
very ,k  that  I  make  no  doiibt  of  its  having 
been  the  me^ns^pfdeterfingmany  pattentt 
from  undergoing  a  timely  operatioB;  which 
for  citncerous  cotnplaints,  is  the- billy  re- 
medy to  be  ddpended  on  with  which  we 
?ire  as  yet  iK^quainted* 

It  ia  very  probable,  too,  that  the  fame 
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|)ub]icatioQ,  as  coming  from  great  autho- 
iity;  has  had  joo  inconfiderable  iiifluence 
evea  witji  {»ra6dtioaers^  in  making  theni 
much  more  back;wird  in  undertaking  the 
extirpation  of  cancers,  than  they  oiherwife 
probably  would  hare  beei^ 

The  publication  alluded  to,  is  that  of 
the  late  juftly  eftcemed  Ht  Ahti.  Monro, 
in  Vol.  V.  of  Edinburgh  Medical  Ef- 
iays  i  where  the  DoAor  fays^  "  Of  neir 
**  fixty  cancers  which  I  have  been  prefect 
"  at  the  extirpation  of,  only  four  patients 
"  remained  free  of  the  difeaft  at  the  end 
"  of  two  years :  three  of  thefe  lucky  peo- 
^*  pie  hid  occult  cancers  in  the  breaft,  and 
'^  the  fourth  had  an  ulcerstted  cancer  on 
**  the  lip." 

The  Do<^or  likewife  obferves,  that  of 
the  few  he  had  kn  opportunity  of  ^feeing 
the  difeafe  celapie  in,  it  was  always  more 
violent,  and  made  a  quicker  progtefs,  than 
it  commonly  did  in  others  dn  whom  no 
operation  had  been  performed  He  there^ 
fore  propofes  by  way  of  queflion,  *'  Whe- 
*'  ther  ought  cancerous  tuirioriS  to  be  ex- 

U  ^*  tirpated. 
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*:*  drpatcd,  or  ought  the  jmlUative  method 
*^  only  to  be  followed  when  they  cannot  be 
*^  refolved  ?''  and  upon  the  whole,  he  con- 
cludes againil  their  extirpation^  except  in 
jfixch  as  are  of  the  occuk  kind,  in  young 
healthy  people,  and  that  have  been  occ%^ 
fioned  by  bruifes  or  fome  other  external 
caufes.  Itk  all  otker  cales,  the  .do<5tor  ob«- 
fcrves,  it  (hould  be  the  patient's  earnell 
iatre^ty  only,  after  the  darker  of  a  relapfe 
has  been  explained,  that  ihould  make  z 
fur^eon  undertake  the  operation. 

That  Dr  Monro,  front  obferving  the  dif- 
cafe  to  return  fo  very  frequently,  fliould  be 
df  this  opinion,  is  not  in  the  leaft  furpri- 
fing  :  and  if  no  better  fuccefs  Ihould,  in 
general,  be  found  to  attend  the  extirpation 
6f  cancers,  it  would  no  doubt  bean  objec- 
tion to  the  pradice ;  and  this  efpccially,  if 
all  the  cafes  which  relapfe  fhould  be  found 
to  be  attended  with  more  inveterate  and 
more  painful  fymptoms,  than  they  either 
were  previous  to  the  operation,  or  than  they 
probably  ever  would  have  been  if  the  tu- 
mors had  not  ban  extirpated. 

'  *  But 
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But  the  cxj^rience  of  many  pradli- 
jioners  fincc  Dr  Monro's  publication^  has 
been  attended  with  much  greater  fuccej&  ; 
and, one  late  publication  upon  the  fubjedl, 
of  which  we  {hall  afterwards  take  notice^ 
puts  it  be;|^ond  a  doubt,  that  a  much  greater 
proportion  have  tecovered  from  cancef 8  by 
means  of  extirpation,  than  of  thoffi  which 
were  treated  in  the  fame  manner  in  the 
f:ourfe  of  his  experience.  It  will  not  there- 
lore  appear  to  be  improper,  to  attempt  to 
difcover  the  reaibn  of  thd  ProfeJttbr's  great 
want  or  fiiccefk  in  fiibh  cafes,  in  compari^ 
fon  with  what  others  have  met  with :  and 
this,  it  is  jprefumed,  will  not  be  difficult 
to  do. 

It  may,  I  think,  be  confidered  as  certain, 
that  the  fooner  cancerous  cafes  are  opera* 
ted  upon  after  their  appearance,  the  greater^ 
is  the  chance  of  the  extirpation's  proving 
efiedual,  and  vice  verfa.  Now,  it  is  ex-r 
cecdingly  probable,  that  the  high  rank 
which  Dr  Monro  bore  in  his  profeffion, 
both  as  an  anatomift  and  furgeon,  wouH 
be  the  means  of  bis  being  applied  to  for 
U  2  ijaore 
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more  bad  and  old  cafes  of  cancef,  as  welt 
as  of  othet  compkints^^tHan  pefhaps  ^nf 
bther  pradlitioncr  of  his  iittie.  Patient* 
in  the  country,  with  flight  cafes  of  cancer^ 
have  them  generally  takeh  off  by  thdir  own 
ftirgeons:  but  wheiiever  they  becottie  of 
a  more  inveterate  nature,  by  long  (land- 
ing or  otherwife,  patifents  always  refoK  ta 
a  town;  to  the  capital,  when  they  can 
conveniently  do  fo  ;  and  there  the  moft 
eminent  in  his  profeflioh  is  naturally  ap- 
plied to.  Thi«^,  being  tbe  caft,  it  is  not 
furprifing  that  very  little  fuccefs  attended 
many  of  the  operations  performed  in  fuch 
cancerous  cafes  as  occurred  to  Dr  Motiro^ 
From  the  cauie  we  have  mentioned,  i 
great  proportion  of  thefe  would  be  of  the 
worft  kind  ;  fo  chat  we  need  not  woidef 
cither  at  the  bad  fuccefs  of  any  operatidfli 
which  were  advifed,  or  at  the  opiiiiott 
which  the  JDocftor  afterwards  adopted  tOi 
theibbjcil. 

Such  imfavourable  cafes  as  thofc  we 
have  reprefented,  it  is  probable,  for  the 
teaibiM  alledged,,  would  moH  freqilently 
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Dccur  ip  Dr  Monro'a  private  pradlice}  . 
and  in  his  attendance  on  the  infirmary, 
he  would,  in  general,  meet  with  very  fi- 
milar  on^s.  For,  in  every  hofpital,  it  i$ 
<:oinmonly  the  wotfl  cafes  cliiefly  that  are 
to  be  nxet  with  }  as,  before  application  i? 
mad^  Jthere,  private  furgeons  are  always 
confulted,  :whQ,  when  an  operation  is  to 
take  place,  if  the  cafe  does  not  appear  to 
be  defperate,  and  if  any  reputation  i$ 
hkely  to  be  got  from  it,  generally  retain 
the  patient  under  their  own  management* 
And,  on  the  contrary,  when  ,the  difeafe  i$ 
evidently  of  an  inveterat?  nature,  and 
when  an  operation  therefore  would  pro* 
bably  be  attended .  with  much  rilk,  the  - 
patient  is  always  recommepded  to  a  pubUg 
liofpitaL  So  that  no  fair  judgment,  fron^ 
tke  refuk  of  fuch  experience,  in  cancerous 
cafes  (fpecially,  can  ever  be  formed,  unlef^  ) 
at  the  fame  time  thefe  different  circum- 
ftances  be  properly  attended  to,  and  due 
allowance  be  made  for  them. 
.  This,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  only  way  in 
fvjaich  the  great  want  of  fuccefs  which  at* 
U  X  tende4 
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tended  the  extirpation  of  cancers  in  tke 
courfe  of  Dr  Monrb-s  experience,  can  be 
properly  accounted  for;  and  it  explains ir, 
I  think,  in  a  very  fatisfadfcory  manner :  fd 
that  all  the  conclufion  which  can  be  drawn 
from  this  part  of  the  above-mentioned 
paper  is',  that  there  is  very  little  chance 
of  fticcefs  from  extirpation  in  the  more 
advanced  dates  bf  cancer  ;  a  circumftance 
which  ought,  "^thereifore,  to  make  lis  have 
recourfe  to  that  operation  in  the  earKeft 
ilages  of  the  difeafe,  when  in  general  there 
would  not,  probably,  be  much  chance  of- 

its  frequently  failing.       ^  -    -      • 

Such  expeAations  will  probably,  b)j 
many,  be  conGdered  as  by  niuch  too  fan- 
guiiie ;  and  they  no  doubt  would  be  fb, 
if  the  fuccefs  whichMn  general  attends  the 
operation,  was  all  that  could  be  attained : 
but  its  proving,  for  the  moft  part,  foun- 
fuccefsful,  fhotild  by  no  riiearis  be  im- 
puted cither  to  the  nature  of  the  difeafe, 
or  to  the  fault  of  the  remedy;  but  entirely 
to  its  being,  in  by  much  the  greateft  num- 
ber of  cafes,  delayed' too  long,  till  the  fy- 
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ftem  has  become  to  much  iafei^ed^  that 
we  {hould  rather  wonder  at  the  operation's 
Succeeding  fo  frcquendf,  as  it  is,  even  in 
the  general  courfe  of^  pra(^ice9  found  to 
do. 

In  confirmation  of  the  opinion  we  have 
endeavoured  to  fupport,  it  is  not  thought 
improper  here  to  introduce  a  very  ihort 
abftracfl  from  a  late  publication  on  cancers 
formerly  alluded  to,  by  the  late  Mr  Jamets 
Hill^  an  eminent  furgeon  in  Diimfries^ 
who^  in  the.  courfe  of  a.  very  extenfive 
pradlice,  had  more  experience  in  cancerous 
cafes  than  often  falls  to  the  (hare  of  one 
man  :  So  that  to  fuch  as  have  not  yet  pe»- 
ufed  Mr  Hill's  bdok,  it  will  not  probably 
appear  to  be  fuperfluous  that  we  (hould  in- 
sert here  a  fhort  extract  from  his  obfcrva- 
tions  on  thefe  complaints. 

In  the  year  1772,  the  date  of  this  pub- 
Ucation^  Mr  Hill  had  extirpated  from 
diflferent  parts  of  the  body,  eighty-eight 
genuine  cancers,  which  were  all  ulcerated 
except  four ;  and  all  the  patients,  except 
fwo,  recovewd  of  the  operation. 
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Of  tbc.firft  forty-five  cafes,  only  one 
proved  unfuccefsful ;  in  three  more,  the 
cancer  broke  out  again  in  different  parts ; 
and  in  a  $fth,  there  were  threatenings^  of 
feme  tumors  at  a  diftance  from  the  ori- 
ginal difeafe.  Thefe  tumors,  however, 
did  not  appear  till  three  years  after  the 
operation,  and  the  woman  was  carried  off 
by  a  fever. before  they  had  made  any  pro- 
grefi.  All  the  reft  of  the  forty-five  con- 
tinued well  as;  long  as  they  lived ;  or  arc 
•fo,  fays  Mr  Hill,  at  this  day.  One  of  them 
furvived  the  operation  above  thirty  years ; 
and  fifteen  were  then  alive,  although  the 
laft  of  them  was  cured  in  March  1761. 

Of  the  next  thirty-threi,  one  lived  only 
four  months  ;  and  in  five  more  the  cancer 
broke  out  afrelh,  after  having  bceos>nce 
healed.  The  r-eafon  why,  out  of  forty-five 
cafes,  only  four  or  five  proved  uafuccels- 
fill,  and  fix  out  of  thirty-three,  was. as  fol- 
lows. 

^'  The  extraordinary  fucccfs  I  met  with,'^ 
continues  our  author,  *' made  cancerous 
patients  refort  to  me  from  all  corners  of 
' '  the 
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the  country,  fevcral  of  whom,  after  delay-^ 
iag  till  th*re  fras  little  probability  of  a 
cure  by  extirpatioa  or  any  other  means, 
jforcad  Tc^  to  perform  the  operation  €on->* 
trary  both  to  my  judgment  and  inclina- 


tion/' 


.  Upon  a  furv^y  in  April  1764,  made  with 
9  view  to  publication,  the  numbers  flood 
thus  :  Total  cured  of  different  ages  from 
eighty  downwards^  fixty-threc ;  pf  whom 
there  were  then  living  in  all  thirty-nine. 
In  twenty-eight  of  that  number  the  opera*- 
tioa  had  been  performed  more  than  two 
years  before^  and  in  eleven  it  had  been 
done  in  the  courfe  of  the  two  laft  years* 

So  that,  upon  the  whole,  after  a  courfe 
of  tbifty  year*  praiftice,  thirty- nine  of 
fixty-three  patients  were  alive  and"  found  ; 
which  gives  Mr  Hill  occafion  to  obferve, 
that  the  different  patient3  lived  as  long 
after  the  extirpation  of  the  cancers,  af, 
according  to  the  bills  of  mortality,  they 
would  have  done,  had  they  never  had  any 
cancers,  or  undergone  any  operation. 

The  remaining  twenty- five,  which  Gom~ 

pletes 
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pletes  the  eighty-eight,  were  cured  fince 
the  year  1764*  Twenty-two  of  thefe  had 
been  cured,  at  leaft,  two  years ;  and  fbme 
of  them,  it  naay  be  remarked,  were  ieveiity 
years,  and  one  ninety  years  old. 

In  the  year  1770,  the  fum  of  the  whole 
flood  thus.  Of  eighty- eight  cancers,  ex- 
tirpkted  at  lead  two  years  before ;  not 
cured,  two;  broke  out  afrefli,  nine;  threat- 
ened with  a  relapfe,  one;  in  ail  twelvei 
which  is  lefs  than  a  ieventh  part  of  the 
whole  number*  At  that  time  there  were 
about  forty  patients  alive  and  found,  whofe 
cancers  had  be^  extirpated  above  two 
years  before. 

I  have  been  the  more  particular  in  gi« 
ving  this  account  of  Mr  Hill's  fuccefs  in 
cancerous  cafes,  as  it  is  the  latefl,  and  per« 
haps  the  moft  confiderable,  even  in  poioc 
of  number,  that  the  public  was  ever  fa- 
voured with :  and  I  aq[i*  the  more  readilf 
induced  to  it,  from  having  been  prefent  at 
a  confiderable  number  of  the  operations ; 
and  from  knowing  that  no  fallacy  or  mif* 
ta^e  could  occur  in  the  i:elation|  Mr  Hill 
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having  been  fo  cxadl,  as  to  keep  a  regifter 
of  every  ciafe  of  muich  imponance  that 
came  under  his  management. 

From  thefe  and  many  other  authentic 
cated  faiSt^,  which  if  neceflary  might  be 
adduced,  of  the  fucqels  attending  the  extir- 
pation of  cancers,  there  is,  it  is  prefumcd, 
very  great  reafon  for  conQdering  this  dif- 
eafe,  in  general,  as  a  local  complaint,  not 
originally  connedted  with  any  diforder  of 
the  fyflcm  ;  and  that  a  general  cancerous 
taint  feldom,  or  perhaps  never,  occurs, 
bat  in  conjreq\;ience  of  the  cancerous  virus 
being  abforbed  into  the  conflitucion  frooi 
fome  local  aflfeAion.  This,  in  every  cafe 
of  real  cancer,  or  rather  in  fuch  fcirrhofities 
as  from  their  nature  are  knbwn  generally 
to*  terminate  in  cancer,  fhould  qertainly 
determine  us  to  have  recourfe  to  extirpa- 
tion as  early  as  poflible ;  and  if  this  was 
done  foon  after  the  appearance  of  fuch 
affedlions,  or  before  the  formation  of  mat^ 
ter  takes  place,  their  return,  as  was  already 
ebferved,  would  probably  be  a  very  rare, 
occurrence.  ^ 
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The  particular  nature  of  the  cancerous 
virus,  I  do  not  precend  to  know  ;  nor  will 
it  perhaps  be  ever  difcovered :  but  it  is 
not  unreafonabje  to  fqppofe,  that  external 
accidents  merely  may  produce  fuch  an 
efie^ft  upon  particular  parts,  as  to  ioduce 
the  formation  of  a  jwitter,  even  as  acrid  as 
that  of  cancers  appears  to  be. 

Thus  we  have  daily  inftances  in  which 
vitiated  fores  produce  very  acrid  and  even: 
corrdlve  matters,  which,  frona  what  we 
have  already  remarked  in  fomc  of  the  pre* 
ceding  fec^lons,  could  not  probably  have 
fxifted  previoufly  in  the  blood ;  And,  if 
that  is  the  cafe,  why  may  not  fome  pecu- 
liar aiFedlion  of  a  part  contribute  to  the 
formation  of  a  cancerous  matter?  The 
one  may  be  conceived,  a  priori^  juft  as  pro- 
bably to  occur  as  the  other ;  and  it  does, 
we  apprehend,  as  certainly  happen. 

The  ordinary  {ituation  of  cancers,  too, 
may  in  focne  meafure  account  for  the  dif- 
cliarge  afforded  by  them  being  even  of  a 
more  acrid  and  virulent  nature,  than  that  of 
any  other  kind  of  ulcers.   For  as  they  are  in 
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general  feated  ia  the  glandSi  which  are 
known,  even  in  much  mbrefiftiple  afFedtions, 
never  to  produce  good  matter^  it  is  not  at  all 
improbable,  but,  by  fome  peculiar  irrita- 
tion applied  to  a  gland,  fuch  a  difpofition 
ia  it  may  be  induced,  as  to  caufe  the  for-*- 
mation  of  the  word  and  inofl '  inveterate 
of  all  matters,  namely,  the  cancerous  : 
Which  being  allowed  to  remain,  and  ab^ 
forptioa  to  take  place,  the  whole  fyftem 
comes^  in  courffe  of  time,  to  be  as  it  were  fa- 
turated  with  it ;  and,  thus  a  general  aflfec* 
tion,  or  what  mAy  be  termed  the  Cancerous 
Diathcfis,  is  at  length  produced,  from  what 
at  firft  was  only  a  local  ulcer. 

We  have  thus  endeavoured  to  fhow, 
that,  by  an  external  acciderit  merely^  can- 
cer may  be  produced,  without  having  re- 
courfe  to  the  fuppofition  of  any  internal 
affeijlion*  But,  fay  thofe  who  aflerc  that 
the  latter  in  fuch  cafes  always  takes  place, 
**  Although  external  violence  does  ibme^ 
times  feemingly  end  in  cancer ;  yet  that 
Ndiforder  would  never  be  produced  in  this 
manner,  unlefs   a  predifpofition  to  fuch 
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complaints  fubfifted  id  the  habit  at  fte 
fame  tink ;  and  befides,  alth%>ugh  cancers 
do,  from  that  circumftance,  on  feme  oc- 
caiions,  fucceed  to  external  accidents,  yet 
by  fer  the  greateft  number  of  cancerous 
difordcrs  occur  withoiit  the  intervcntibii 
of  any  fceming  violence  whatever.*' 

That  this  is  the  cafe^  will  not  by  any 
pradlitioncr  be  denied :  but  it  may,  how- 
eyet,  be  explained  upon  very  diflferent 
principles  froih  what  it  commidnly  ha< 
been ;  and  in  a  manner,  too,  that  will 
rather  tend  to  confirm  the  opinion  of  can- 
cers proceeding,  in  general,  from  a  local 
affedlion. 

In  by  much  the  greateft  number  of 
cancerous  cafes,  as  we  have  already  obfcr- 
ved,  the  glands  appear  evidently  to  be  the 
feat  of  the  difeafe  :  which  renders  it  pro- 
bable, that,  in  all,  they  are  t^e  parts  orir 
ginally  affeAed ;  and  that  the  neighbour* 
ing  foft  parts  come  only  to  fuffer  in  cori* 
fequence  of  their  vicinity  to  thcfe :  or  per- 
haps, in  fome  few  cafes,  cancerous  ulcere 
may  break  out  iH  parts  not  gisindular, 
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from  the  whole  fyftem  being  much  ia- 
fe^ed^by  the  abibrption  of  difeafcd  matter 
firom  the  long  continuance  of  a  cancerous 
gland  in  any  one  part. 

This  being  the  cafe,  we  may  vcary  cafily 
conceive  how  fingle  glands  may  frequently 
become  affedted,  without  any  evident  ex- 
ternal caufe  intervening ;  for  thp  circula- 
tion in  the  glands,  being  carried  on  by  a 
fet  of  veffels  much  more  minute  than  thofe 
with  which  other  parts  of  the  body  are 
fupplied,  obftrndtions  will  much  more 
readily  and  eaiily  occur  in  them  than  in 
other  parts  }  and  a  gland  being  once  ob- 
ftruded,  the  (limulus  and  irritation  there- 
by occafioned,  may,  it  is  probable,  have 
nearly  the  fame  effe<fls,  and  be  attended 
with  the  fame  confequences,  as  are  com-<^ 
monly  experienced  from  a  blow  or  a 
bruife. 

In  this  manner,  too,  may  be  accounted 
for,  without  having  recourfc  to  any  pecu- 
liar cancerous  difpofition  in  the  fyftem,  all 
thofe  cafes  of  cancer  that  occur  from  the 
improper  management  of  impofthumes  in 
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the  breafts  of  nurfes  and  of  lying-in  wo- 
men ;  as  likewife  thofe  which  io  frequent- 
ly happen  to  women  abotit  thui  period  at 
which  the  menfes  leave  theM;  aod  alfo  fuch 
as  fometimes  fucceed  to  fevett  ^nd  other 
diforders,.and  of  which  they  leeiSi,  as  it 
wefe,  to  be  the  terminations. 

in  ^very  aflFe<5^ion  originating  from  any 
of  thefe  caafes,  there  is  always  a  deters 
mination  of  blood,  or  of  fbme  other 
fluid,  to  the  afieded  part :  which^  when  it 
happens  to  be  the  Cellular  fubftance,  an 
abfcefs  is  produced;  when  |:o  the  pleura, 
to  the  membranes  of  the  eye,  or  any  fuch 
parts  as  from  their  firinnefsof  texture  do 
not  favour  the  extravafation  of  fluids,  vio- 
lent inflammations  are  the  conlequencc ; 
and,  when  the  fubftance  of  a  ^l^tid  hap* 
pens  to  be  the  part  a  determination  is  made 
to,  it  being  neither,  as  is  found  from  ex- 
perience, fo  proper  as  the  cellular  mem- 
brane for  the  formation  of  pus,  nor  from 
its  foftnefs  fo  fufceptible  of  inflammation 
as  a  membrane,  an  indolent  hard  f^irelliog 
called  Scirrhus^  comes,  merely  by  the  ob^ 
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ftrniSioji  ^nd  4i(|eiuioa  of  its  diBF^r^n^ 
vcflek;  very  naturally  to  be  produced* 
Apd  a  ttimor  of  this  kind  halving  once 
taken  place^  ic  generally  remains  for  iov^ 
tioie  in  its  onginal  iqddlent  (Ute,  tiU 
by  ia^pife  of  fewUf:,  or  perhaps  from 
external  violence^  an  irritation  fi^fficient 
to  expite  fop^e  c<>nfiderable  degree  of  in^ 
flamoiation  is  applied;  which,  frqm  the 
luimre  of  the  afe^ed  parti  iwt  b*iag  atbl^ 
to  pfod^e  iuppurHtibn,  generally  at  lad 
terPJUQatfs  in  vhat  we  call  Q^ncpri  as  ia 
bltb^  fsfit  p^rts  of  the  body  it  would  in 
gangrene,  if  wot  previoudy  fsifolved  or 
bropght  to  fnppuratioii. 

Thid  <]|bje4i<^,  therefore,  of  cancerf  ap- 
pe^riiig  more  frequently  without  than  with 
the  inter vehtidn  of  iuy  external  accident, 
does  not,  when  properly  examined  into, 
4tppear  to  be  of  any  import^ce :  and  from 
the  whole  of  wh3.t  Ijas  been  faid,  this  con- 
-dufion,  I  think,  n>gy  be  drUwn,  That  can- 
Cers^  ift  tery  few  inftances,  perhaps  in 
Aone^  ever  arife  frpflqi  a  general  affe<5tion  of 
thcfyftexnt^  l;a;tt,  on  the  C9atr»ry,  are,  at 
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their  firft  appearance,  almofl:  always  loaf 
affedlions  only. 

Such  a  conclufion,  were  we  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  the  diforder 
than  as  yet  we  are,  wouldy  it  is  probable, 
appear  to  bq^  founded  in  fadlv  The  rea- 
fons  for  adopting  it  appeal  to  be  ftronger 
than  any  that  have  been  ad4uced  in  fup- 
port  of  the  contrary  opinion  r  And,  at  any 
rate,  its  being  admitted  can  never  prove 
fp  detrimental  to  mankind,  as  if  the  con- 
trary opinion  was  tiniverfaHy  to  prevail ; 
which,  by  having  the  effect  of  preventing 
patients  with  cancerous  diforders  from  ha- 
ving recourfe  to  extirpation,  would,  as  long 
as  il  prevailed,  be  always  the  means  of 
their  neg;le(fking  the  only  remedy  which, 
to  far  as  we  kno^,  ought  ever  to  be 
trufled. 

With  re{pe(5l  to  that  circumftance,  taken 
notice  of  in  the  paper  lately  quoted  from 
l)r  Monro,  of  cancerous  diforders  being 
always  mcire  violent  and  making  a  quicker 
progrefs  upon  returning  after  extirpation, 
than  jn  patients  ori  'ivhbm  no  operation  had 
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been  performed,  this  may  in  fbme  inftan- 
ces  be  the  cafe ;  but  I  know,  from  experi- 
ence; that  it  is  not  aivays  fb:  and  although 
It  fkould  in  reality  be  found  to  be  fo  on 
many  occafio&d,  yet  ftill  it  is  no  vtlidr  ob« 
jeAion  to  the  pradice  of  extirpation  ;:  and 
lirould  appear  only  to  be  an  additional  rea* 
ion  for  having  recburfe  to  the  opeiration  at 
in  early  period  of  the  difeafe^  in  order  ta 
guard  as  much  as  poffible  a|g^ain(t  the  pof^ 
fibUity  of  a  return^ 

S  I*  Of  the  Treatment  of  Cancerous  Dlj orders. 

,  From  atU  that  has  been  hitherto  faid,  it 
|s  evident,  that  vfery  little  is  to  be  expeded 
in  the  treatment  of  cancerous  diforders 
frdm  internal  xi^piedicines  :  Nor  are  external 
slpplicitionSi  farther  than  with  a  view  t^ 
palliate  particular  fyinptomSt  ever  to  be 
depended  oii* 

A  great  many  remedies  have  at  different 
tlnies  been  recommended  to  the  public  as^ 
Ciires  for  caliccr :  but  none,  it  is  probable^ 
was  tvti  more  depended  on  than  cicuta ; 
i  rcme4y>  however,  which,  in  this  coun- 
X  a  try. 
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trjr,  has  by  na  means  aafwered  the  expec- 
tations dxat  were  formed  of  it. 

Its  wtant  of  ^kacy,  indeed^  has  noir 
proved  £a  unirerfal^  that  there  feems  little 
occafioa  here  to  fay  any  thing  with  refpe^i: 
to  it ;  I  Ihalt  only  juft  obfcnre,  thereforev 
that  although^  m  a  great  number  of  iar^ 
ftances^  I  have  known  it  exhihited  widir 
all  the  attention  to  its  preparation  diat 
eould  poflibly  be  given ;  yet,  in  real  can- 
eers,  I  never  knew  it,  nor  indeed  any  other 
lemedy,  produce  a  cure* 

In  fimple  caies  of  ind^icated  glands,  I 
have  frequently^  inde^,,  known  the  ufe  of 
cicuta  attended  with  v^y  good  effeds ;. 
and  in  die  advanced  ftages  of  OBScer,  when 
txcifion^  was  determined  againft,  I  ha?c» 
Oft  different;  occafions,  icen  it  u(efiil»  both 
by  relieving  pain»  and  by  prpeur^g  firoot 
the  fores  a  better  and  lefs  acrid  diibharge 
iSazvk  could  otfaerw^e  be  obtained.  But 
lAdienever  there  i$  no  valid  ol^eiSdoa  to  it,, 
(he  extirpation  of  a  cancer,  as  being  tbo 
pioft  oei^ain  remedy,,  is  that  which. we 

ihoulA 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Seft.  Vni.        tancertm  UJcer^  3^5 

fhottld  kavt  jfecotirfe  to  as  fooH  aliAoft  at 
the  difeafe  b  difcovered. 

With  refpc<a  to  the  iftddtf  of  oj>€rating 
in  extirpating  cancerous  aife^flions,  ircry 
fkll  iaformation  may  be  obtained  from  the 
ieretal  fyftematic  writers  on  furgcry-:  k 
may  not  ht  improper,  however,  in  this 
{)la£e,  to  intf oduce  a  few  general:  oloferra^ 
lions  on  the  fubjedl.     And^ 

I.  Thfe  retoolral  of  cancerous  difdrders, 
even  in  the  flighted  and  mod  trivial  cafe^ 
fhonld  be  always  efieded  with  the  fcalpol 
in  prefeipnce  to  canftic ;  the  nfe  of  which^ 
though  fxnrmerly  mnch  i^commeaded  by 
ioDfte  authdrs^  and  ftill  by  fome  pradi- 
doners  adhered  to,  ought^  for  very  obviotu 
reafons,  to  be  entirely  laid  afide. 

The  irritation  generally  occafioned  by 
every  applicati<«  of  the  canftic  l^ind,  tOi- 
gether  with  the  pain  and  inflammation 
which  commonly  enfae,  are,  id  cancerous 
cafes  efpecially,  very  ftrong  objedions  a«* 
gainft  their  ever  being  ufed.  Plunkct's  re* 
medy,  which  is  evidently  of  a  cauftic  nature^ 
ind  whicl^  we  have  much  reafon  to  think 
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confifts  chiefly  of  arfenic,  has,  no  doabt^ 
like  every  other  medical  fccret,  been  great- 
ly extolled  ;  but  it  is  not  probable,  if  the 
diflferent  cafes  it  has  been  txfcd  in  were  all 
fairly  examined  into,  that  it  would  be 
found  to  have  ever  produced '  any  advait 
tages  which  might  not  more  fpeedily,  and 
with  more  certainty,  have  been  dbtkincd 
from  the  fcalpel. 

2,  In  whatever  part  of  the  body  t^t 
diforder  is  fituated,  every  part  that  has 
the  lead  appearance  of  difeafe  fhoufd  be 
always  taken  oC;  and  if»  even  in  Ae  courfc 
of  the  fubfequQiit  dreflings,  any  cancerous 
portions  may  appear  to  have  been  Ifeft, 
thefe  fhould  alfo  be  direcftly  extirpated,' 
otherwife  the  diforcjer  wiir  juft  a^  cer- 
tainly return  as  If  no  part  of  it  had  been 
removed;  and,  from  wint  of  proper  at- 
tention to  this^  circuinftance, '  thfe  want  of 
iuccefs  in  this  opieration,  I  have  no  doubt^ 
may,  on  many  occaiionsi  h^ve  ariien.  E- 
ven  every  indurated  gland  which  appears 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  cancerous  fore, 
fhould  juft  aa  certainly  be  taken  away  at 
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die  ulcer  itfelf ;  -for  if  it  be  allowedrto  rc-» 
main,  there  will  ieldom  be  much  chance 
of  fuccefs  from  the  operation. 

When  the  complaint  is  feated  in  the 
bread,  ialthough  perhaps  part  of  the  mam<« 
ma  only  may  be  affedled,  the  whole  of  it 
fiiould  be  always  taken  off :  for^  leaving 
part  of  it  is  not  only  attended  with  no  adr 
vantage,  but  proves  afterwards,  as  I  have 
often  fecn,  very  inconvenient  to  the  pa- 
tient. .     / 

Although  it  is  always  proper^  however^ 
to  extirpate  every  part  that  is  really  dif- 
ea;(ed,  none  of  the  external  teguments 
fliould  be  ever  unnecefTarily  d^ftroyed,  noc 
Ihould  more  of  them  be  taken  away  than 
is  altog^her  requifite,:  for  the  fmaller  th^ 
cicatrix  that  remains  afcey  the  partis  cured, 
the  lefs  wiU  be  the  confequeot  irritation } 
,and  perhaps  fronj  this  ciircwnftance,  too, 
the  chance  of  the  difeafe  returning  may 
be  in  Comt  meafure  leiTened. 

At  leaft,  in  the  Infirmary  of  this  place, 
much  greater  fuccefs  Has  pf  late  attended 
ftf?  extirpation  of  cancerous  lips^  than  was 
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tnt  fbfmetly  etpeiimiGed ;  and  the  ot^ 
V^tx.  ftfafDn  fork  is^  that duii&g that 
period,  in  the  greateft  number  of  &afe&, 
^e  c^eratiofi  has  btea  pedforiiied  in  the 
manner  Cotamo^lf  pradlfed  for  die  cure 
Af  the  hare^Hp*  Whereby  not  only:  a  Terf 
narrow  cicatrix  is  left^  but  the  ddfotinity 
attending  it  is  ^ery  inconGderable :  and 
another  very  agreeabie  circumftance  to  the 
patient^  is,  thu  he  cait  always  retain  his 
fpittle,  or  any  other  liquid,  juft  as'VtU 
as  before  the  operation^  which  neyti^  tan 
bfe  the  cafe  When  any  cbnfiderablc  poitioa 
of  the  under-lip  has  been  ektiipated  in  the 
prdinary  niannen 

It  i$  proper  in  this  plitse  td  obfervt,  too^ 
that  very  e«enfive  cancers  in  thefe  parts 
adinit  of  being  treated  in  this  maimer ;  for 
the  lip  being  compofed'  of  pirts  which 
yield  v^ry  confiderably,  it  cannot,  but 
froda  experience^  be  imagined,  how  far 
they  may  be  brought  to  ftretch.  Iii  (bme 
inftances,  Where  more  than  the  ,half  of  the 
tinder-lip  was  taken  away^  I  have  brought 
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the  trmaimng  parts  ta  ftretch  Us  far,  at  to 
^dmit  Qf  a  curt  being  cfifeddd  in  die  baft-^ 
Up  fitrm^  and  with  rtrj  little  dtJfcM^mity 
being  produced,  And,  in  the  fame  mail-7 
ner^  iti  eancert  of  xS^  dktnina,  '^hta  the 
external  tegumeots  are  nm  wholly  dtfeaftid, 
fo  mucb  of  th^m  may,  ki  g^er al^  be  pre« 
ftrred,  as  trill  be  iufficicm  for  covering 
a  great  part  of  the  wotuid  tfccafioned  by 
die  opera^o&j  a  tlf«um(kn<:e  whick  aW 
ways  rendei%  the  cure  bo^  &ore  ^dick  and 
more  cert^  than  it  otherwife  would  be. 

When  ^  £^ti  and  tegbments  wkich 
have  bfen  ^eferved,  cad  be  retained  in 
their  fitttatioti  by  the  proper  application 
either  of  the  Uniting  bandage,  or  of  pieces 
pf  adhe&ve  plader,  it  ought  always  to  be 
dotie }  but  ift  general  it  anfwers  better  to 
fecure  ally  loOfe  portions  of  the  parts  wliich 
have  been  divided,  by  means  eithef  of  the 
interrupted  or  twitted  futures.  The  dif- 
ference of  pain  produced  b^  this  method 
is  inconsiderable ;  faild  we  are  always  hiore 
certain  of  fecurirtg  the  Ikih  by  ligaturesi » 
^han  by  any  other  cfieans. 

In 
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In  the  ordinary  method  of  extirpating: 
cancerous  breafts,  a  very  extenfiire  fore  is 
always  lefti  by  the  retratftion  of  the  divid- 
ed ffcin  it  f^eq^eIlt^y  appeals  to  be  at  leafl 
twice  the  fize  of  the  diameter  of  the  tumor 
newly  removed  j  ,by  this  means  a  very  co- 
pious fuppuratio^  x^t»  place,  which  in 
w^kly  <:ooftituti<>tis  proves  always  very 
prejudia^ ;  %  cws^.  is  tedious  in  accom- 
plifhang ;  ^  and  the  cicatrix  which  remains 
being  of  a  ^j^s^^jdfer^bk  extent,  the. parts 
are.  afterw;u*ds,  vjpry  lial^le  to  injuries^    Inr 
ft€^4  Pf  ^h  ^  ^^P^^  ^W  fhould  be  re- 
inoved  ^hap  i§  really  difeafed ;  and  if  a 
j^mple  it^ifi^n  \^  s^ft^w^ds  made  thro* 
^he  fkin  ai^d  cellular  fubdance  alpng  the 
courfe  of  the  ^wellipg,  all  the  found  tcjgu^ 
inents  which  CQv^r  it  may  thus  be  fepara- 
ted  from  it ;  and  on  the  tumqr  t>eii|g  extir-, 
pated^  and  the  teguments  b^iug  again  r^. 
placed,  they  may  be  retained  in  their  ^tu- 
ation  i^  the  manner  we  h^ve  mentioiled, 
either  by  ligatures,  by  the  uniting  bandage, 
or  by  the  afliftance  of  adhefive  plailers.  lu 
this  manner  I  have  o!n  different  occafions 

accomplifhed 
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aca>mpliflicd  the  cure  of  fores  remaining 
fiftcr  the  extirpation  of  cancerous  breads, 
in  the  fpace  of  three  weeks  or  a  month ; 
^hich,  in  the  ufual  method  of  performing 
^is  operation,  would  not  hay^  healed  in 
Jefs  than  eight;  or  ten  weeks. 

3.  After  all  the  cancerous  parts  have 
been  r^moyed,  if  the  fore  cannot  be  en- 
tircly  coyer^d  by  fuch  portions  of  the  ik|n 
as  have  been  faved,  and  if  any  confiderable 
quantity  of  blood  is  difcharged  by  the 
fraaller  vellels,  the  remaining  wQund  ihoukl 
be  dreflcd  in  the  ufual  manner  with  dry 
lint ;  but  when  this  does  not  happen,  no 
dreffing  anfwers  fo  well  as  pledgits  of  one 
or  other  of  the  mild  pintments  we  have  al- 
ready recommended :  and  when  the  dreP- 
iings  can  be  eafily  removed,  by  a  free  fup- 
puration  coming  on,  the  fore  being  now  in 
9  ftate  exaftly  fimilar  to  a  fimple  ulcer  from 
any  other  caufe,  is  to  be  treated  accord- 
ingly, and  a  cure  to  be  promoted  as  quickly 
as  pofiible. 

4,  B^t  fome  little  time  before  the  for« 
lieals  up,  jm  iffue  fho\ild  be,  introduced^ 
^9  as  ^hat  it  may  come  to  difcharge  freely 
^^  -      '  before 
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befbf e  the  cicatriit  is  quite  fofnidd.  This, 
wheo  the  complaint  has  bmn  of  long 
ft^ndingi  is  particularly  re<][ttifite  ;  as  alfi)^ 
when  it  feems  to  have  beea  occafiooed^  by 
aAy  particular  determination,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  redundancy  of  fluids  in  tl^' 
fyfttfm,  either  from  fuppi^fled  mcnfes,  or 
from  uny  other  caufe*  And  in  this  way  I 
have  no  doubt  but  an  iiTue  may  be,  and 
frequently  has  been,  a  means  of  piteTtndsg 
the  return  of  cancers  aftn  Aattitpation* 

It  ha^i  been  fometimes  advifed,  as  the 
beft  method  of  forming  fnch  a  drain,  t6 
keep  the  part  open  from  whence  a  cance«- 
rous  tumor  has  be^n  extirpated.  I  fhould 
ibrongly  fufpedt,  hpwever,  that  the  irrita- 
tion produced  by  an  ilTue,  diredtly  upon 
the  old  feat  of  a  cancer,  migh(  fomedmei 
do  mifchief :  and  as  all  the  advantages  at« 
tending  the  practice  are  probably  to  be 
obtained  from  an  liTue  on  whatever  part  it 
is  fituated,  I  would  therefore  always  adtife^ 
-that  the  fore  itfelf  fhould  be  iramediatdy 
healed  up  ;  and  that  an  ifiae  ihould  be  in^ 
troduced,  in  the  manner  we  have  men* 

;  tio^lH^i 
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uowd)  in  fQins  other  ccmyeaUiit  ikua-^ 
tion.  After  cancers  of  the  breaft,  it  has 
been  a  frcqueitt  prafUce  in  the  Royal  In- 
firmary here,  to  put  a  feton  ima  the  fide, 
near  tp  the  origiqal  feat  of  the  didder ; 
wd  as  it  has  beat  thought  to  prodiiro 
confiderable  advantages,  and  as  the  fide  is 
perhaps  as  convenient  ^  fituation  for  a 
dntia  as  any  others  it  may  therefore  be  al- 
ways preferred, 

Thcfe  are  the  different  circumftances, 
in  general,  to  be  attended  to  in  the  extir^ 
pation  of  cancers ;  ^ai;ul  as,  from  what  has 
already  been  faid,  the  removal  of  the  dif-* 
eaied  parts  ieenas  to  be  the  only  e£&(^al 
remedy  in  every  caf^  of  cancer,  there  are 
wry  few  circumltances  only,  which  fhould 
ever  prevent  its  being  pnt  in  pnuftice. 
And  thefe,  in  general,  are, 

I.  When,  by  a  long  ccmtinuancc  of  the 
diforder,  cancerous  ulcers,  and  fcirrhpus 
glands,  have  appeared  in  ieveral  diflferent 
parts  of  the  body,  the  removal  of  one,  or 
even  all  of  thefe,  as  it  would  not  probstbly 
prove  effedtual,  fi>,  in  fuch  circumftances, 

the 
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the  operation,  it  is  prefunled,  ought  hoc  td 
be  recommended; 

2.  When  a  cancerous  tumdr  adhores  fd 
firmly  to  the  parts  beneath,  that  the  whole 
of  it  cannot  be  removed,  whilft  at  the  famti 
time  it  might  be  dangerous  to  extirpate 
along  with  it  thofe  parts  with  which  it  k 
connedled,  extirpation  can  never  be  ad- 
vifable.  Thus  cancers  adhering  to  the  tra* 
chea  arteria,  or  to  the  coats  of  a  large  ar- 
tery, can  never^  without  the  greatcfl  rilk, 
be  extirpated. 

One  inftance  of  the  rafhnefs  of  a  far- 
geon,  in  attempting  an  operation  in  fuch 
circumftances,  and  which  was  attended 
with  effe<^  which  proved  immediately 
fatal,  came  within  my  own  knowledge.  la 
an  attempt  to  cut  out  a  large  fcirrhous  tu- 
mor feated  upon,  and  lying  immediately 
contiguous  to,  the  femoral  artery,  and  fo 
high  in  the  thigh  that  a  tourniquet  could 
not  be  applied,  the  artery  was  unfortunate- 
ly opened,  and  the  patient  died  among  tb^ 
furgeon's  hands. 

But  the  attachment  of  cancerous  tu- 

mon 
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mors  to  the  circomjacent  mufcles  or  ten- 
dons, ihould  never  entirely  prevent  their 
extirpation;  for  confiderable  portions  of 
thefe,  it  is  well  known,  may,  withomt 
much  inconvenience,  be  taken  away  along 
with  x\mx£u  I  have,  on  many  occafions, 
been  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  taking 
away  large  portions  c^  the  pe<5ioral  mufcle 
along  with  cancerous  tumors  of  the  mam- 
ma, without  any  inconvenience  enfuing 

from  it. 

There  is  a  paper  upon  cancers,  by  the 
celebrated  Monfieur  le  Cat  of  Rouen,  in- 
ferted  in  the  firft  volume  of  Memoirs  of 
the  Academy  of  Surgery  at  Paris ;  in 
which,  the  author  is  clearly  of  opinion, 
that  extirpation  iatbe  only  remedy  to  be 
depended  on,  and  advi&s  it  in  the  molt 
defperatc  cafes.  But  on  the  fubjeA  of 
which  we  are  now  treating,  he  goes  a 
much  greater  length  than  I  could  from 
experience  venture  to  do :  although,  in- 
dependently of  the  authority  of  fuch  a 
refpciflable  author,  and  of  the  inftancos  he 
mentions  of  the  fuccefs  of  his  pradlice,  I 

think 
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tiiinkdier^  cwn0t  be  th^  je^ft  Awibt  of 
its  being  better  t»  fpJlQW  bis  advice,  xk^xi 
tp  allow  a  pafi?ftf,  labeijrifjg  uij4?r  *  ca»^ 
jccr,  to  r^^Mii©  vith  tbp  c^rwa  ptftfp«Jl  of 
iuflppriag  .^  miferable  dwjti?,  a^d  without 
iwaking  trial  «f  tb^  oajy  renje4y  w|uc;|i 
^rt  cap  afford.  For ,  however  fiii^ed  a  ? ?ujr 
ceroua  mroor  loay  appf  »?♦  if  tbe  par^  t^ 
which  it  adherer,  ca^  witbovt  fla»cb  dagger 
be  removed,  and  if  the  cafe  il  qtbcrwlfe 
favourable j  the  opNeration  ought  UEidQil^- 
€dly  to  be  always  advifed  *. 

This  was  my  opinioa  feveral  years  agoj 
«rhen  the  firft  edition  of  this  work  was 
pubjifbed :  Sin?e  that  period^  I  have  met 
with  qaany  i^dances  of  very  bad  cancfiiij 
partictilariy  of  the  mauMna ;  iqi  feme  of 
which,  attachments  occurred  to  the  p^ii- 
ofteuiQ  of  the  ribs ;  and  in  others,  die  diP 
eafe  was  fowid  to  extend  to  the  corrd- 

fpondiiig 

♦  Up<Mi  this  fttbjea  M.  le  Cat  cxpr^flcs  fan^feif 
thus  :  *«  L*adherance  d'un  cancer  aux  mu/blu  pt£k^- 
4^ifXi,0ifx  C9tes  v^i»€y  np  fo*  pas  i^n  excufe  ^»^)fc,  (i 
€es  mufiles  fi  ces  attaches  de  la  jume]Jr  aux  cotes  pcuvent 
etre  emportes,  dc  fajon  qu*a  ne  rcfte,  que  de  fain  au-ddl. 
iM  citato. 
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iponding  clavicle;  and  frequently  by  a 
chain  of  indurated  glands  to  the  very  bot- 
tom of  the  arm-pit.  Vei^  few  cafes,  how- 
ever, have  occurred,  in  vrhich,  by  cautious 
difledlibn,  the  difeafed  parts  were  not  to- 
tally extirpated;  and  in  every  inftance  where 
this  was  foiiild  to  be  pradlicable,  much  ad- 
vantage was  evidently  derived  from  it :  In 
moft  of  theni,  no  return  of  the  difeafe  has 
t>een  as  yet  experienced  j  and,  even  in  thofe 
which  have  relapfed,  much  relief  has  been 
derived  from  the  operation,  by  the  pain  and 
milery  of  the  patient  having  been  for  fome 
time  removed  by  it ;  whilft  in  no  inftance, 
were  the  fynlptoms  which  enfued  from  a 
r^rn  of  the  difeafe,  more  fevere,  than 
thole  to  which  the  patient  had  been  liable 
before  any  operation  was  advifed. 

3.  But,  an  operation  can  never  be  ad- 
vifable,  where  the  difeafed  parts  are  fo 
iituated  as  to  prevent  their  being  totally 
extirpated  ;  as  is  the  cafe  in  cancers  of  the 
uterus,  of  the  liver,  redlum,  izz^ 

When,  from  the  exiftence  of  one  or  all 
•f  thefe  caufes,  a  cancer  cannot  with  pro* 

y  prietjr 
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priety  be  extirpated,  die  next  confidersb- 
tion  is,  to  palliate  the  different  fymptoms^ 
fo  that  the  difeafe  may  be  rendered  as  tO" 
krable  to  the  patient  as  poflible. 

As,  for  this  purpofe,  the  great  objed  to 
be  kept  in  view,  is  die  abatement  or  pre* 
vention  of  pain,  nothing  fhould  be  cither 
exhibited  internally,  or  applied  outwardly, 
that  can  have  the  lead  eflfedl  in  railing  ir* 
ritation  or  inflammation.  So  that,  fof 
diet,  the  lighteft  vegetables  and  milk  fhould 
be  preferred  to  every  thing  elfe  ;  no  ani^ 
mal  food  fhould  be  allowed,  nor  fpirits, 
wine,  or  any  fermented  liquors ;  all  violent 
exercife,^  and  whatever,  in  fhort,  can  heat, 
or  as  it  is  termed  inflame,  the  blood,  fhould 
be  carefully  avoided. 

The  fetor  attending  cancerous  ulcers  be- 
ing commonly  very  difagreeable,  and  the 
matter  afforded  by  them  being  ufually 
very  thin  and  acrid,  it  becomes  always  a 
confideration  of  importance  to  4iave  thefc 
circumftances  changed,  and  a  difcharge  of 
a  better  nature  induced.  In  this  view,  hem- 
lock frequently  proves  ferviceable,  both  as 

an 
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^n  internal  medicine  and  as  an  external  ap- 
plication. For  internal  nfe,  there  are  two 
preparations  of  the  remedy  commonly 
ufed  ;  the  powder,  and  the  extradl :  But  as 
the  former,  when  property  prepared,  feema 
to  poflefs  all  the  virtues  of  the  latter,  and 
as  it  is  not  liable  to  fo  many  accidents  in 
the  preparation,  it  fhoiild  for  that  reafon 
be  in  general  preferred.  The  extent  of 
the  do(e,  and  number  of  repetitions,  can 
iaever  be  determined  but  by  trial ;  foiiie 
patients  being  able  to  bear  three  times  the 
quantity  that  others  can  admit  of:  fb  that 
thefe  circumftances  muft  always  be  regu- 
lated by  the  ftrength  of  the  patient,  and 
by  the  ftate  of  the  ftomach  at  the  time. 

When  recent  hemlock  can  be  procured, 
a  quantity  of  the  juice  being  mixed  with 
the  common  emollient  poultice,  makes  a 
Very  convenient  and  efiedlual  applicatioa 
for  cancerous  fores  ;  aiid  in  the  winter- 
feafon,  when  the  juice  cannot  be  obtained, 
the  dry  powder  made  into  a  poultice  in 
the  fame  manner,  anf^ers  the  purpofe  to- 
Icfably  well. 

Y  2  The 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


^6  hbftroatitms  m  the         fturrlfv 

The  external  ufe  of  cicuta  proves  gene- 
rally more  expeditious  than  its  internal  exp 
hibition,  in  procuring  a  difcharge  of  good 
matter  ;  and,  in  this  refped,  it  commonly 
proves  more  efFedlual  too^  even  than  the 
carrot*poultice,  fo  much  recommended  for 
this  purpofe  in  different  kinds-  of  fores, 

A  gx>od  difcharge  being  once  obtained, 
the  common  unguentuna?  cereum  is  the 
mildeft  and  moft  fimple  application  that 
can  be  ufed ;  afid  the  parts  fhould  be 
dreffed  with  it  more  or  lefs  frequently,  as 
the  difcharge  is  more  or  left  copious  :  But 
the  leveral  dreflings  fhould  be  performed  f(v 
<juickly  as  to  prevent  as  much  as  poffible 
the  admiflion  of  the  air,  whicE  in  everjF 
ulcer,  but  more  efpecially  in  the  cancerous, 
always  produces  difagreeable  cflfedls, "  both 
in  caufing  irritation,  and  in  vitiating  the 
nature  of  the  difcharge. 

The  violent  fhooting  pains  which  prove 

atways  fo  tormenting  in  cancerous  cafes, 

^^*^^e  frequently  moderated  by  a  continued 

ufe  of  cicuta  ;   but  when  this  etfedt  is  not 

obtained  from  it,  it  becomes  neceflary  to» 

have 
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have  recourfe  to  c^latea  in  large  dofes, 
which  ought  to  be  repeated  at  fuch  inter- 
Tals  as  the  violence  and  returns  of  the  'pain 
fnay  indicate.  Thefe  pains,  too,  are  fome- 
times  relieved  by  the  ufe  of  warm  emol- 
lient fomentations. 

By  a  proper  attention  to  the  difFercnt 
circumflances  we  have  taken  notice  of, 
particularly  to  the  prcfervation  of  a  well- 
conditioned  difcharge,  and  by  a  well-rimed 
ufe  of  opiates,  very  bad  cafes  of  cancer 
may  be  fomdtimes  fo  far  palliated,  as  to 
render  them,  in  fome  meafure,  tolerable; 
though  never  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  pre- 
vent the  fufferers  from  regretting  daily 
their  not  having,  in  due  rime,  had  recourfe 
to  extirpation. 

Various  remedies  have  at  different  times 
been  propofed  for  the  cure  of  cancers,  of 
which,  in  the  courfe  of  this  treatife,  we 
have  taken  little  or  no  notice.  Of  thefe 
the  cicuta  which  we  haye  juft  now  fpo- 
ken  of,  belladona,  and  different  prepara- 
tions of  arfenic,  have  been  mod  frequently 
employed.  But  although  the  cicuta,  as 
y  ^  we 
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we  have  faid  above,  has,  in  fome  inftan- 
ces,  been  a  means  of  producing  a  good  dit 
charge  from  cancerous  fores,  yet  neither 
this  nor  either  of  the  others  have  ever,  fo 
far  as  I  Icnow,  produced  any  permanent 
advantages  in  cafes  of  real  cancer. — We 
have  heard  of  arfenic  proving  ufeful  in 
cancers,  not  only  as  an  external  application,- 
but  as  an  internal  remedy :  but  although 
I  have  employed  it  in  a  variety  of  cafes, 
the  refuk  of  thefe  trials  has  never  proved 
ifi  any  degree  adequate  fo  the  account? 
which  have  been  given  of  it. 

In  a  late  publication  on  cancerous  difor- 
ders  by  Mr  Juftamond  of  London,  we  fio4 
an  efcharotic  application  much  recommend- 
ed. It  was  long  employed  inViennaand  other 
parts  of  Germany  ;  and  as  Mr  Juftamond^ 
whofe  ei^perience  in  cancerous  difeafes  has 
been  extenfive,  fpea^s  favourably  of  it,  i^ 
therefore  merits  the  attention  of  pradition- 
ers  :  Although  I  have  ufed  it,  however,  in 
different  cafes,  I  have  not  as  yet  obferved 
»ny  real  advantages  to  enfue  from  it ;  but 
^s  no  remedy  fhould  be  haftily  rejeded, 

which 
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which  has  been,  recommended  by  an  au- 
thor of  reputation,  I  am  refolyed  to  give  it  a 
fair  axid  impartial  trial.  This  application 
is  a  compofition  of  fteel  and  fal  ammoniac 
infufed  in  fpirit  of  wine,  with  a  certain 
proportion  of  oil  of  tartar  and  fpirit  of  vi- 
trioK  The  edges  of  cancerous  fores,  as 
well  as  the  hard  tumors  or  excrefcenccs 
which  frequently  oCcar  in  ulcers  of  this 
kind,  are  by  Mr  Juftamond's  method  kept 
conftantly  moift  with  this  liquid  j  and  du- 
ring the  ufe  of  it,  he  like  wife  recommends 
an  internal  ufe  qf  fleel  and  fal  ammoniac 
in  the  form  of  flores  martiales. 

In  other  fpecies  of  ulcers  attended  with 
a  difcharge  of  thin  fetid  matter,  and  in 
which  tonic  remedies  feem  to  be  indicated, 
I  have  in  different  inftances  ufed  the  flores 
martiales  with  advantage;  but,  as  I  have 
already  obferved,  neither  this,  nor  any 
other  medicine,  has  ever,  in  the  courfe  of 
my  experience,  produced  any  material  be- 
nefit in  cafes  of  cancer. 

The  flores  martiales,  may  be  given  either 

i^  the  form  of  pills,  or  in  powders.     It 

Y  4  -    'feldom 
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feldom  produces  ficknefs,  and  may  there- 
fore be  given  in  much  larger  doles  thaii 
are  comrtionly  employed.— Thi?  firft  dofes' 
ihould  not  exceed  twelve  or  fifteen  grains ; 
but  they  may  be  increafed,  in  a  gradual 
manner,  to  half  a  drachm  or  mote,  to  be 
repeated  three,  four,  or  five  times  dailv. 
In  every  cafe  where  fteel  medicines  are 
found  to  be  proper^,  the  flores  martiales,  by 
conveying  the  remedy  in  a  very  fubtile 
form,  is  perhaps  preferable  to  any  other 
preparationr  of  it  *. 

SEC- 

*  To  fucK  as  have  not  an  opportunity,  of  peruiine 
Mr  j'uftamond^s  treatife  upon  £hb '  fubjeA,  it  xna^ 
prove  acceptable  to  have  the  prcfcription  for  the  li- 
quid which  he  recommends  fo  warmly  as  an  applica* 
tion  in  cancerous  a£Fe£tiDns.     It  is  as  follows. 

R.  Rameator.  ferri  lotor.  et  fupra  ignexh  in  vafc 
aperto  ficqatorDm  &  minuti^me  contuibrUm,  falb 
armoniaci  in  pulveram  redadli^  aa  unc.  iv.  Mixta  den- 
tur  in  retortam  terream  optime  in  fundo  et  circum- 
ferentia  lege  artis  liiinutam,  infipbnatur  hxc  capella^ 
admoveatur  vas  vitrenm  recipiens,  quod  bene  lutetur/ 
detur  ignis  in  gradu  digeiUonis  ;  &  dum  retorta  cale- 
fieri  incipit,  augeatur  fucceflive  ad  fublimationis,  ^- 
nitaque  lUbUmsitiorie  ad  calcinatioiiis,  gradum.  Hot 
•  fa<5to 
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SECTION    IX. 

Obfervations  on  the  Cutaneous  JJlcer^ 


§1;  General  Remarks  on  Cutaneous  AffeSlim. 

THERE  are  few  complaints,  which 
are  Icfs  underftood  by  praiftitioncrs, 
than  the  different  difordiers  to  which  the 
fkin  is  liable.    This,  indeed,  is  in  fome 

mea- 

fa(flo  fucceffivac  refrigeratione  committatur  retorta,  ct 
ex«  rcfrigerata  fradlaque  accipiatur  calcinatum  in  fundo 
hserensy  caput  mortuum  toratur,  et  fubigatur  ininu« 
tiffime  in  mortario  lapideo ;  dein  fubadhim  imponatur 
in  vas  vitreum,  ct  afflindantur  ipiritus  vini  re«Stifica- 
tiilimi  Empyreumaticum  odorem  non  redolentis  lb.  ij. 
Agitentur  faepius  primis  odo  horis :  pofl  viginti  qua- 
i^ox  horas  agiutis  denuo  inflilletur  tribus  quatuorve 
t<j   .  .  .       ;  .  •"       {atfei-*- 
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meafure  the  cafe,  both  with  refpeA  to  fuch 
as  are  attended  with  fever,  and  thofe  that 
are  not :  it  is,  however,  more  cfpecially  fo 
with  the  latter,  which  only  are  to  be  here 
taken  notice  of ;  thofe  of  the  exanthema- 
tous  kind,  as  they  are  termed,  belonging 
more  properly  to  the  provinte  of  medicine. 
The  appearances  of  fuch  complaints  are 
fo  various,  and  the  defcriptions  given  of 
^hem  by  different  authors  are  fo  confufed 

and 

interftiiiis  obfervatis,  accrrimi,  ot  vulgo  vocatur,  old 
vitrioli  nigri  unc.  i. — ad  qvamvis  inflillationem  fcmpcr 
mixta  agitando  y  deinde  in  qoiete  permittantur  per  vi« 
glnti  quacuor  horas,  his  elaplis  decantetur  tin^tura, 
refiduo  vcro  in  fundo  afiiindantur  prioris  fpiritusvini 
Jb.  ij.  Agitcntur  iterum  pluries,  dein  extradtio  de  nov6 
relinquatur  per  viginti  quatuor  boras;  his  tranfaftis 
indilletnr  iterum,  ut  prius,  olei  vitrioli  fupradiAi  uuc.  i. 
Effervefcentia  finita  vero  infundantur  fpiritus  tartari  fim- 
plicis  unc.  iv.  Agitentur,  et  finita  agitatione  aliquoties 
repetita  relinquantur  in  vafe  per  viginti  quatuor  Was ; 
his  clapfis  fecund  a  haec  folutio  mifceatur  priori  decantat« 
et  optime  fimul  agitentur,  tunc  parata  efl  ad  ufum  Pa- 
nacea NOSTRA  ANTI-CANCROSA. 

» 

This  was  originally  publifhed  by  Dr  Francis  Xaverius 
de  Mare^  in  a  treatife  which  he  publifhed  fome  years  ago 
at  Vienna. — He  had  long  kept  this  liquid  a  fecrct,  but  at 
.  laft  made  it  public  in  the  year  1767. 
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and  intricate,  that  it  it  fcarccly  pofEble^ 
from  the  feveral  writings  an  the  fubjedl,  to 
colledl  any  thing  fati^fadlOTy*  By  diffe* 
rent  writers,  different  names  have  been 
given  to  the  fame  appearances ;  many  com- 
pla'mts  of  this  kind  are  enumerated  by  old 
writers,  which  are  now  never  to  be  met; 
with ;  and  difeafes  of  a  fimil^ar  natural 
though  ftill,  in  fome  refpcds,  different, 
have  been  regularly  dcfcribed  by  modern 
authors^  which  do  not  appear,  in  ancient 
times,  to  have  been  at  all  known.  It  is 
much  to  be  wifhed,  therefore,  that,  by  fome 
able  pradlitipner^  a  thorough  inveftigation 
of  the  fubjedl  was  attempted,  as  there  does 
not  appear  to  be  any  part  of  medicine 
more  defeiSive  than  that  which  relates  to 
the  hiftory  and  theory,  as  well  as  to  the. 
treatment,  of  cujaneous  difordcrs. 

To  give  a  particular  detail  of  all  the  va- 
rieties of  thefe  complaints,  would  of  itfelf 
require  a  pretty  extenfive  volume,  and  it 
would  alfo  be  entirely  foreign  to  our  pur- 
pofe  ;  all  that  is  here  propofed,  being  to 
give  a  few  general  obfervations  upon  fuch  •:* 

^  erupr 
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leruptions  of  this  kind,  as,  when  negleded 
or  improperly  treated,  arc  apt  to  give  rife 
to  troublefome  ulcers.  ^ 

A  gre^t  many  complaints  of  the  eruptive 
kind,  have,  by  different  authors,  been 
defcribed  under  the  term  Herpes,  from 
their  being  very  apt  to  fpread,  or  to  creep, 
%8  it  were,  from  one  part  to  another  ;  and 
by  this  appellation  have  been  diftinguilhed, 
by  late  writers,  ieveral  diforders  which, 
though  not  entirely  the  fame,  yet  bear  a 
confiderable  refemblance  to  the  lepra  of 
the  Greeks,  and  to  the  feveral  ipecies  of 
impetigo  enumerated  by  Celfus.  As  none 
of  thefe,  however,  are  now  in  their  true 
form  ever  to  be  n^et  with,  at  lead  in  thefe 
climates,  it  is  not  here  neceffary  to  enter 
into  a  particular  e^u^le^ation  of  thepot}  and 
this  more  cfpecially,  as  very  minute  de- 
Icriptions  of  them  can  be  found  in  many 
of  the  old  writers,  and  nothing  new,  ic  is 
probable,  can  now  be  offered  on  the  fub^ 
jea 
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%  2.  Of  the  different  Species  of  Herpes. 

There  have  commonly  been  compre- 
hended, it  was  remarked,  under  the  term 
Herpes,  a  variety  of  eruptive  diforders:  but 
many  of  the  diflindions  in  theie  are  taken 
from  very  trivial  circumftances,  and  fuch 
as  do  not  in  any  refpedfc  influence  the 
treatment ;  and  <m  examination  it  will  Mk 
found,  that  all  the  varieties  of  importance 
may  be  comprehended  in  the  four  follow- 
ing fpecies,  viz.  the  Herpes  Farinofus,  Puf- 
tulofus,  Miliaris,  and  Exedens* 

The  firft  of  thefe,  viz.  the  Herpes  Farino- 
fus, or  what  may  be  termed  the  dry  Tetter, 
is  the  mod  fimple,  both  in  its  nature  and 
treatment,  of  ^11  the  feveral  fpecies.  It  ap- 
pears indifcriminately  in  diflerent  parts  of 
the  body ;  but  moft  commonly  on  the  face, 
neck,  arms,  and  wrifts,  in  pretty  broad 
fpots  of  exceeding  fmall  red  pimples.  Thefe 
are  generally  very  itchy,  though  not  other- 
wife  troublefome :  and  after  continuing  a 
certain  time,  they  at  laft  fall  off  in  the  form 
•f  a  white  powder  (imilar   to  fine  bran, 

leaving 
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leaving  the  ikia  below  perfe(£Vly  found; 
.  and  again  returning  in  the  forni  of  a  red 
efflorefcence,  they  fall  off  and  arc  renewed 
as  before. 

The  fecond  fpecies  of  the  difbrder,  viz. 
the  Herpes  Puftulofus,  appears  in  the  form 
of  puftules,  which  originally  ate  feparate 
and  diflin6l,  but  which  afterwards  run  to- 
gether in  cluflers.  At  firft  they  feem  tb 
contain  nothing  but  a  thin  watery  ferum, 
which  afterwards  turns  yellow ;  and,  cx- 
fuding  over  the  whole  furface  of  the  part 
affedled,  it  at  laft  dries  into  a  thick  craft 
or  fcab :  When  this  falls  off,  the  fkirt  be* 
low  frequently  appears  entire,  with  dnly  a 
flight  degree  of  rednefs  oii  its  farface;  but, 
on  fbme  occafions,  when  th6  matter  has 
probably  been  more  acrid,  upon  the  fcaB 
falling  off,  the  fkin  is  found  flightly  exco- 
riated* Eruptions  of  this  kind  appear  moft 
frequently  pn  the  face,  behind  the  ears, 
and  on  other  parts  of  the  head ;  and  they 
occur  moft  commiorily  in  children. 

The  third  fpecies  of  Herpes,  viz.  the  Mi- 
liaris,  breaks  out  indifcriminately  over  the 

whole 
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whole  body ;  but  more  frequently  about 
the  loins,  brcaft,  perinseum,  fcrotum,  and 
inguina,  than  in  other  parts.  It  generally 
appears  in  clutters,  though  fometimes  in 
diftindl  rings  or  circles,  of  very  minute 
pimples,  which,  from  their  refemblance 
to  the  niillet  feed,  has  given  rife  to  the  de- 
nomination of  the  fpecies.  The  pimples 
are  at  firft,  though  fmall,  perfcdly  fepa- 
rate ;  and  contain  nothing  but  a  clear 
lymph,  which,  in  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe, 
is  excreted  up(Wi  the  furface,  and  there 
forms  into  fmall  diftin<5l  fcales  :  thefe  at 
laft  fall  offi  and  leave  a  confiderable  degree 
of  inflammation  below,  that  ftill  continues 
to  exfude  frefli  matter,  which  likewife 
forms  into  cakes,  and  fo  falls  off  as  before. 

The  itching  in  this  fpeci?s  of  the  com- 
plaint is  always  very  troublefomej  and  the 
matter  difcharged  from  the  pimples  is  fo 
tough  and  vifcid,  that  every  thing  applied 
to  the  part  adheres  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
to  occafion  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  un- 
cafinefs  on  its  being  removed. 

The  difiFerent  fpecies  of  herpes  are  com- 
monly. 
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moiily,  in  England,  di{linguifl\cd  by  th« 
natne^  of  Tetter,  Shingles,  and  Ringworm, 
but  the  laft  is  moft  frequently  ap[^ed  t<i 
the  variety  of  the  difbrder  Which  we  are 
now  confidering. 

Th^  Herpes  ExedenSj  fo  called  from  its 
deftroying  or  corroding  the  parts  which  .it 
attacks,  appears  commonly  at.  firft  in  th^ 
form  of  feveral  fniall  paitiful  ulcerations,  all 
colle(5led  into  larger  fpots  of  di£[erent  flzes 
and  of  various  figures,  with  always  more 
or  lefs  of  an  ery£ipelatous-*like  in^amma-* 
tion.  Thefe  tllctfratioils  difcharge  large 
quantities  of  a  thiuj  iharp,  ferotis  matter  i 
which  fometimes  fornis  injto  finall  crufts, 
that  in  a  fhort  time  fall  off;  but  moft  fr^ 
quently  the  difcharge  is  fo  thin  and  acrid^ 
as  to  ipread  along  the  rieighbotirihg  parts^ 
where  It  fodn  prodtides  th^  fame  kind  of 
ibres. 

Though  thefe  excbriations  or  ulcers  do 
iiot,  in  general,  proceed  farther  than  the 
cutis  vera  j  yet  fometimes  the  difcharge  is 
fo  very  penetrating  and  corrpOve,  as  to  de- 
ftroy  the  £kin,  cellular  fubftance,  and,  on 

fpme 
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feme  occadons^  even  themufcles  themfelves. 
It  is  this  fpecies  of  the  diforder  which 
ijiould  prppcrly  be  termed  the  Depafcent  or 
Phagedenic  ulcer,  from  the  great  deftruc- 
tion  of  parts-  which  it  very  frequently  oc- 
cafions  :  but,  by  a  piece  of  very  great  im- 
propriety, ulcers  of  the  herpetic  kind  have 
ttioft  commonly  been  fuppofed  to  be  con- 
ceded with  fcurvy ;  and  have,  therefore, 
by  pradlitioners  in  general,  been  ufually 
diftinguifhed  by  the  appellation  of  Scor- 
butic* Whereas,  there  is  nothing  more 
certain,  than  that  herpes  is  a  complaint 
which  is  generally,  if  not  always,  connec- 
ted with  that  (late  of  the  fyftem,  probably 
the  mod  oppolite  of  any  to  that  which  takes 
^lace  in  true  fcurvy,  I  meaii  the  plethoric 
iand  inflammatory ;  whilft  in  fcurvy  a 
high  degree  of  putrefcency  is  well  known 
to  conftitute  the  very  exiftence  of  the  dif- 
eafe. 

And  befides,  the  real  fcorbutic  ulcer, 
hereafter  to  be  defcribed,  exhibits  appear- 
ances perfe<Elly  diflPerent  from  the  dnorder 
now  under  confideration ;  infonrach  that 
,  Z  there 
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there  is  fcarcely  a  poffibHity  of  iliiftaking 
the  one  for  the  other;  and  the  remedies 
tteceffary  in  the  two  difeafes  are  juft  as 
(Sppofite  as  their  fcveral  fyitiptdma  and  ap- 
pearances are  diflpferent. 

This  fpecies  of  herpes  appears^at  timcs^ 
in  every  part  of  the  body,  but  moft  fire- 
qucntly  about  the  loins,  where  it  oftaot 
fpreads  to  fuch  a  degree  as  t6  furround  the 
whole  circmnference  of  the  waift.  Itfceras 
to  be  eafily  comtounkated  by  contagioo^ 
chat  is,  by  the  applicatidn  of  the  virTO 
either  through  the  intervention  of  clothes,, 
fpoons,  or  other  table  utenfils.  Thi'S  is  in- 
deed the  cafe,  in  fome  degree,  with  every 
^ecies  of  herpes  ;  1  have  known  inilances 
even  of  the  firfl:  or  dry  i^ecies  of  the  di£^ 
order  proving  fo^  which  would  not  i  priori 
be  fo  readily  fufpecfled. 

S  3*  Of  the  Cure  of  the  Cutaneous  Ulcer. 

Ir  was  already  remarked,  thar,  in  the 
defcriptions  given  of  thefe  difbrders,  there 
IS  very  little  accuracy  to  be  met  with 
amongft  authors.   The  lime  confufion  and 

imcertainty 
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lincerCainty  likewife  occur  iti  the  method 
of  cure. 

It  was  always^  till  lately^  believed,  that 
eruptive  ^ifeafes  of  this  natiire  could  never 
appear  but  in  confequence  of  fome  general 
morbid  aff^dion  of  the  fyflem  j  and  ac- 
cordingly, a  great  variety  of  internal  re- 
medies have  been  recommended  by  almod 
every  author  who  has  written  upon  the  fub- 
jed^.  It  hai  even  been  commonly  confidered 
as  an  unfafe  and  dangerous  pradlice  to 
attempt  the  cure  of  fuch  eruptions,  in  any 
other  way  than  by  correcting  the  original 
difoyder  of  the  fluids,  which  at  firfl:  was 
fuppofed  to  have  produced  them. 

It  is  fomcvvhat  Angular,  however,  that 
the  opinion  fhould  have  remained  fo  long 
toocpntroyerted  by  regular  praditioners  j 
as,  from  the  writings  of  many  old  authors, 
it  appears  that  complaints  of  this  kind 
were  conftantly  and  ^ly  cured,  as  they 
(till  are  by  every  itinerant  praditioner, 
with  local  external  apphcations  only. 

This,   we  Ihould   imagine,  ought   very 

foon  to  have  overturned  the  general  notion 

Z  2  which 
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which  prerailed  with  rrfped  to  the  nature 
of  thele  diforders,  and  which  feemed  all 
along  to  have  no  other  foundation  than 
antiquity  for  its  fupport.  Modern  prac- 
titioners, however,  not  being  fhackled  by 
fuch  authority,  have,  in  many  inflancesi 
ventured  to  difpute,  and  boldly  to  deviate 
from,  the  opinions  of  their  predecefTors  j 
and  the  improvements  which  have  univer- 
fally  rcfulted  from  fuch  a  free  fpirit  of  in* 
quiry,  have  never  yet  given  them  reafon  to 
repent  their  having  done  fo. 

This,  in  no  inflance,^  has  been  more 
remarkable,  nor  attended  with  better  ef- 
feds,  than  in  the  treatment  of  cutaneous 
difor4ers,  which,  from  having  been  very 
perplexed  and  intricate,  will  foon,  it  is 
hoped,  become  a  very  fimplc  and  eafy  part 
of  the  pradlitioner^s  employment. 

Inftead  of  the  tedious  and  debilitating 
courfes  of  medicines  which  patients  went 
through  fwmerly,  aod  which  perhaps  they 
are  ftill  too  frequently  obliged  to  undergo, 
it  is  now  found,  that  the  greateft  number 
of  thefe  complaints  are  more  certainly  and 

fpeedily 
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fpeedily  removed  by  the  ufe  of  local  reme- 
dies merely,  than  they  ever  are  by  a  con- 
trary courfe.  This,  probably,  is  one  rea- 
fon,  amongft  others,  why  all  complaints 
of  this  nature  are  claffed  among  local  dis- 
orders, in  the  Genera  Morborum  of  our 
juftly  celebrated  profeflbr  Dr  Cullen  j 
and  which,  without  any  other  fandlion, 
would,  of  itfelf,  be  fufficient  authority  for 
their  being  here  inferted  among  fuch  affec- 
tions */ 

That  internal  remedies  may  fometimes 
be  of  ufe,  and  even  neceflary,  in  many 
inftarices  of  cutaneous  eruptions,  will  not, 
probably,  ever  be  doubted  ;  but  that  they 
ever  prove  fervlceable  in  the  way  commonly 
imagined,  namely,  by  correcting  parti- 
cular kinds  of  acrimony  fuppofed  to  exift 
in  the  mafs  of  fluids,  does  not  appear  in 
the  leaft  probable ;  Nor  do  the  good  effedls 
which  are  fometimes  produced  by  inter- 
nal medicines  render  it  lefs  certain  that 
Z  3  cu- 

♦  The  charafler  given  by  Dr  Cullen  of  the  claft 
Locales,  is>  **  Partis,  non  totius  corporis,  aflPeftio^*^ 
,yid.  Synop.  Nofolog.  Method.  Edinburgi. 
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cutaneous  affecSlions  arc?  in  general  only 
local  difqrders* 

Thus,  in  many  difeafes  of  thq  fkin,  an- 
timonials  are  frequently  exhibited  with 
confiderable  advantage.  But  the  principal 
advantages  attending  them  feem  to  depen4 
entirely  upon  their  producing  a  determi- 
nation to  the  £kin,  and  keeping  up  a  free 
difcharge  of  the  matter  of  pcrfpiration ; 
which  frequently,  from  wailt  of  cleaniinefs, 
and  fometimes  from  other  caufes,  being 
long  retained  on  the  furface  of  the  body, 
and  there  turning  acrid,  njay  often,  it  ig 
probable,  give  rife  to  m^ny  of  our  cuta- 
neous afFedions.  And  accordingly  we  find^ 
that  all  fuch  remedies  prove  conftantly 
more  or  lefs  effeiflual,  according  as  they 
are  more  or  left  powerful  in  keeping  up  % 
free  pcrfpiration. 

By  thofe  who  nfiaintain,  that  an  acri- 
mony of  the  fluids  is  the  moft  common 
caufe  of  fuch  disorders,  it  is  fa ppofed,  that 
the  beneficial  efFeds  of  antimonials  and 
other  diaphoretic  medicines  depend  entire- 
ly on  their  evacuating  or  carrying  off  the 
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morbid  matter,  with  which  the  fluids,  in 
thefe  diforders,  are  imagined  to  aljound. 

Many  arguments,  ho  We  ver ,  occur  againft 
the  probability  of  this  opinion}  and  in 
particuUr  the  difficulty,  or  rather  impoffi- 
bility,  of  fhowing  how  thefe  morbid  mat- 
ter?, fuppofing  that  they  jeally  exifted, 
fliould  be  more  readily  evacuated  by  fu- 
dojrifics,  than  the  other  parts  of  the  blood 
with  which  they  muft  in  the  courfe  of  the 
circulation  be  intimately  mixed :  but  what 
puts  it  beyond  a  doubt  that  all  fuch  medir- 
cines  atft  entirely  in  confequence  of  their 
preferring  a  free  perfpiration,  and  not  by 
evacuating  any  fluids  pJ^rticula^Jy  morbid, 
is,  that  the  very  fame  advantages,  in  all 
fuch  complaints,  are  frequently  to  be  ob- 
tained, merely  by  the  ufe  of  repeated  warm 
bathing,  with  a  due  attention  in  other  rer 
Cpe(fls  to  cleaulinefs. 

From  this  view  of  the  theory  of  fuclsi 

complaints,  many  circumftances  with  re- 

fpedl  to  them  can  be  much  more  clearly 

j^ccounted  for,  than  on  any  other  fuppo- 

Z^  4  iitioQi; 
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fition.  Of  thefe,  .however,  we  cannot 
here  enter  into  a  full  confideration }  and 
fliall  only  obferve,.  that  by  it  may  be  ex- 
plained the  rcafon  why  fuch  eruptions 
appear  very  frequently  in  a  partial  way 
only,  which  they  often  do,  by  breaking  out 
in  a  fingle  fpot,  without  aflPedling  any  other 
part  of  the  furface.  This  we  cannot  fup- 
pofe  would  frequently  happen  if  thefc 
diforders  always  proceeded  from  a  general 
afFedion  of  the  fyfteni ;  but  it  may  very 
readily  occur  frorii  a  local  (toppage  of  pcri- 
fpiration,  occafioned  by  the  appUcation  of 
fuch  caufes  to  particular  parts  'as  we  know 
to  be  geiierally  followed  with  that  cflfed. 
And  upon  this  principle,  as  was  already 
remarked,  is  accounted  for,  much  moct 
obvioufly,  the  operation  of  the  feveral  re* 
medies,  than  on  any  other^' 

In  the  treatment  of  every  diforder  of 
this  kind,  the  firft  and  principal  circum- 
ftancc  to  be  attended  to,  is,  that  riot  only 
the  parts  affedled,  but  even  the  whole  fui^- 
face  of  the  body,  be  kept  as  clean  and 
perfpirable  as  poffible  :  for  which  purpofc 
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nothing  is  of  fo  much  importance  as  the 
frequent  ufe  of  warm  bathing,  together 
with  gentle  fridlions  with  clean  linen 
clo):hs ;  which,  in  the  dry  fpecies  of  the  com- 
plaint, may  be  applied  over  even  the  dif- 
eafed  parts ;  but  in  tlie  others,  efpecially 
where  cpnfiderable  ulcerations  occur,  the 
friAion^  can  be  applied  to  fuch  parts  of 
the  body  only  as  are  not,  at  the  time,  af- 
feded#  When  due  attention  is  paid  to 
this  article  of  cleanlinefs,  few  or  no  inter- 
nal remedies  are  ever  neceflary  in  the 
flighter  fpecies  of  herpes.  . 

Of  all  the  external  applications,  ufually 
employed  both  in  the  mild  and  in  the 
mote  inveterate  fpecies  of  thefe  diforders^ 
the  feveral  drying  and  aftringent  remedies 
are  moft  to  be  depended  on  :  Of  thefe,  the 
mod  fimple  of  all  is  lime-water ;  which, 
in  flight  cafes  of  dry  tetter,  often  anfwers 
the  purpofe,  but  it  feldom  proves  eflPedlual 
in  any  of  the  others. 

The  different  folutions  of  lead  in  the 
vegetable  acid,  prove  often,  in  affecSions  of 
this  nature,  very  effedual;  and  of  thefe  the 
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watery  folution  of  faccharum  ^tumi,  |t$ 
<iire(5):ed  in  the  treatife  on  inflammation,  is 
always  m6(l  to  be  depended  on.  It  may 
either  be  applied  in  the  form  of  cataplafms, 
or  on  foft  linen  rags  laid  dire<5Hy  upon  the 
parts.  /  The  latter  is  perhaps  the  moft  con- 
venient method ;  and  in  fuch  a^e<5tionS| 
from  its  being  more  cleanjy  than  poultices, 
flioujd  always  be  preferred. 

Although  this,  iji  general,  is  found  to 
be  a  very  ufeful  application  ipi  the  milder 
eruptions  of  this  kind  j  yet,  in  inch  c^dTes 
as  prove  to  be  inveterate,  I  have  frequenfr 
ly  found,  that  weak  folutions  of  corrofive 
fublimate  in  water,  have  proved  more  ber 
'  jieficial.  About  ten  grains  of  the  former, 
to  a  pound  of  the  latter,  m?ikes,  for  all 
fuch  affedions,  a  very  eafy  and  efficacioijs 
wafh. 

Decodlions  of  the  different  kinds  of 
boles,  and  of  the  aftringent  earths,  arc 
fometimes,  too,  ufed  with  advantage  in 
flight  cafes  of  this  kind ;  but  in  general, 
the  preparations  of  lead,  as  we  have  dired- 
ed  above,  with  the  watery  folution  of  cor- 
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rofive  fublimate,  prove  a  great  deal  more 
effedlual;  and  do  indeed,  in  a  great  mea-* 
fare,  render  every  other  application  unne- 
ceflarjr. 

Ointments  prepared  with  faccharum  fa- 
turni,  and  corrofive  fublimate,  have  fre- 
quently too,  in  thefe  difordera,  been  ufed 
with  advantage ;  but  as,  in  fuch  formis, 
they  muft  neceflarily  be  combined  with 
undluous  fubftances,  they  cannot  of  courfc 
prove  fo  cleanly  as  the  watery  folutions  of 
the  remedies ;  and  as  they  do  not  in  that 
way  prove  in  any  refpe^l  more  efficacious^ 
they  ought  never  therefore  to  be  preferred. 

By  proper  attention  to  the  different  cir- 
cumftances  we  have  mentioned,  many  of 
the  milder  complaints  of  the  herpetic  kind 
are  often  removed :  but  when  the  diforder 
is  of  a  more  inveterate  nature  ;  when  it  is 
of  long  {landing ;  and  efpecially  when  it  is 
accuftomed  to  difcharge  large  quantities  of 
matter,  as  in  the  herpes  exedens  frequent- 
ly happens,  other  remedies  come  likewife 
to  be  neceffary. 

The  more  obftinate  and  virulent  fuch 

corn- 
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complaints  are,  the  greater  attention  be- 
comes requifite  to  the  promoting  of  a  free 
difcharge  by  the  fkin  ;  for  which  purpofe, 
together  with  warm  bathing,  as  we  for- 
merly recomrAended,  warm  diluent  drinks 
Ihould  be  plentifully  allowed.     New  whey 
anfwers  in  this  view  very  well,   and  it  is 
likewife  of  ufe  as  a  gentle  laxative.     De- 
co^ions  of  farfaparilla  and  of  mezereon, 
both  feparately   and  combined,   have,  in 
different  forms,  been  recommended  for  the 
famte   purpofe.     Although  I  have  known 
them  uftd,  however,  in  a  variety  of  cafes, 
I  cannot  fay  they  ever  feemed  to  be  attend- 
'ed  with  any  fuperior  advantages  to  thofe 
which  are  produced  by  the  decodlum  lig* 
norum  of  the  (hops ;  which,  when  proper- 
ly  exhibited,   proves   always   a  powerful 
diaphoretic.     And  we  have  it  always  in 
our   power  to    increafe    the    diaphoretic 
powers  of  this  remedy  by  adding  to  each 
cupful  of  the  decoiStion,  fifteen  or  twenty 
drops  of  tindure  of  antimony. 

When,  in  this  manner,  two  or  three 
pounds  of  tbe  remedy  are  taken  at  proper 

inter- 
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intervals  every  twenty-four  hours^  it  feldom 
fails  to  keep  up  a  very  free  perfpiration. 

As  a  gentle  diaphoretic  too,  I  have  often 
known  crude  antimony  prove  ufeful,  when 
duly  prepared,  and  given  to  the  quantity  of 
about  two  drachms  in  the  day^  either  in 
powder  or  in  the  form  of  an  ekcftuary.  It 
commonly  anfwcrs  tolerably  well  by  itfelf ; 
but,  when  conjoined  with  a  fmall  propor- 
tion of  gum  guaiac,  it  feems  not  only  to 
prove  more  certainly  fudorific,  but  more 
readily  goes  off  by  ftool,  which  in  fome 
cafes  renders  the  combination  of  the  two 
remedies  of  fervice. 

In  patients  of  plethoric  habits,  in  whom 
complaints  of  this  nature  frequently  occur, 
laxatives  jwove  often  fcrviceable ;  but  thofe 
of  the  cooling  kind  only  fhould  be  ufed«  Sea^  ^ 
water  is  very  commonly  prefcribed  in  thefc 
diforders  as^a  purgative,  and  it  frequently 
anfwers  exceedingly  well  j  bat  to  many 
patients  it  proves  fo  naufeous  and  difagree- 
able,  that  it  cannot  be  exhibited  in  proper 
quantities.  When  this  is  found  to  be  the 
cafe,  cream  of  tartar,  which  is  a  much 

more 
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more  agreeable  medicine^  majr  be  ufed  in- 
flead  of  it :  and  as  it  cannot  be  conveni- 
ently given  in  fblution,  on  account  of  the 
large  proportion  of  water  heceflkry  for  dit 
folv'ing  it>  the  mofl  commodious  way  of 
nfing  it  is  in  the  form  of  an  electuary  j  fix 
or  eight  drachms  of  the  remedy  in  pow- 
der, with  an  equal  quantity  of  fugar,  be^ 
ing  made  into  the  confiftence  of  a  linf^us^* 
or  of  ^an  electuary  with  the  mucilage  of 
gum  arabic^  makes  an  eafy  dofe  of  a  tery 
agreeable  laxative. 

Together  with  thefe  internal  remedies, 
an  iflue,  in  the  more  inveterate  fpecies  of 
herpes,  becomes  always  ftcceffary ;  and  it 
Should  indeed  be  among  the  refil^dies  fiiil 
prefcribed  j  for  here,  as  in  the  treatfneat 
of  all  old  ulcers  which  have  ftrved  as  if* 
fues  to  the  conftitution,  the  cure  of  th^ 
diforder  is  rendered  more  certain  and  eafy, 
by  eftabliihing  proper  drains  for  the  fuper- 
£uous  fluids  ;  without  which  the  fores,  al- 
though they  may  be  healed,  are  very  apt 
foon  to  break  out  again* 

In  different  eruptions  of  this  kirid,  6fpe- 
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cially  in  the  herpes  cxedens^  ^ery  confider- 
ablc  degrees  of  inflammation  often  occur ; 
for  the  removal  of  which,  warm  poultices 
and  fomaitations  are  generally  employed^ 
but  feldotn  or  never  with  any  advantage. 
And  in  no  cafe  whatever  does  the  fuperio- 
rity  of  famrnine  applications  over  the 
vfholi  tribe  of  emollients,  in  inflammatory 
iflfedtlons,  appear  more  evident  than  ia 
this.  For  the  latter  almoft  conftantly  feem 
to  encourage  the  fpreading  of  the  fecreted 
acrid  humour ;  and  thus,  inftead  of  remo- 
ving itifllammation,  in  fuch  inftances,  they 
rather  tend  to  promote  it :  whereas  the 
different  faturnine  applications  appear  not 
6nly  ta  correct  the  acrimony  of  fuch  hu- 
mours, biit  tend  greatly  to  prevent  their 
fpreading  fo  far  as  they  otherwife  would 
do. 

In  all  fuperficial  ulcerations  of  the  her- 
petic kindy  the  faturnine  and  fublimatc 
folutions,  as  we  have  already  recommend- 
ed, in  general  prove  efl^e<ftual ;  but  when- 
ever the  uicers-  have  penetrated  deep  into 
the  fubftance   of  the   mufcles  and  other 
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Imports,  as  they  frequently  enough  do,  aii 

c^'ximcmefit..  prepared  with  cakined  zinc  I 

havecibfnetimes  found  to  anfwer  better: 

•  abdiit  two  drkchms  of  ^nc  in  fine  powder, 

TW/fix  drachms  of  axunge,  ftems  td  be  iri 

general  a  proper  proportion*     It  lefleils  the 

inflammation  which  commonly  ts^kes  place; 

^nd  it  has  often  a  confiderable  t£[t&,  iti  al- 

teringjthe  nature  of  the  difcharge  from  a 

thiii  acrid  fanies  to  a  thick  purulent  mat-* 

ter. 

The  common  unguentum  fatuminuni 
is  alfo^  when  newly  prepared,  a  rery 
proper:  application  for  the  fai^  purpofe« 
But  at  ought  never  to  be  made  ufe  of 
after  being  long  kept :  for  the  lead  feema 
thereby  not  only  to  lofe  its  adivity^ 
which  (it  in  fome  meafure^  in  unduous 
prepamtipns,  always  does  j  but  that  oiat- 
ment,,  probably  from  its  being  prepared 
t:hicflyoof  ii»xunge,  or  of  wax  and  oil, 
with<ii^  ^any  addition  of  the  an^feptic 
iguQsis^aud.iidins,  is  much  more  apt  to  turn 
;x:ancid  didtt  dmofl  any  other  pintment  in 
comflttoaAfc.t.  c        .: 

In 
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,  In  fach  cafcs^  too^  an  ointment  pre|3iai^ed 
with  axonge  and  mcrcurias  precipitatu^ 
altms^  I  have  fometimes  known  df  uie  t 
but  as  it  commonly  occafion^  a  good  deal 
of  pain  and  irritation^  it  is  not  in  c^exf 
cafe  admiilible. 

By  a  due  ccntinuance  of  the  fttreral  re- 
ffiedles  we  hare  pointed  out,  whilft  proper 
atfiemipn  is  at  the  fame  time  given  to  clean- 
linefd)  the  moft  troublefome  fpecies  of  her-** 
pes  will  in  general  be  entirely  removed* 
Bus  in  £N>ie  ini|ances,  notwithfbuiding  th^ 
ufe  of  aU  thefe,  and  of  e? ery  otHet-  ordi- 
nary remedy,  complaints  of  this  nature 
ftill  continue  dbflinate ;  they  do  not  feem 
to  yield  in  th^  leait,  and  frequehtly  even 
turn  more  inveterate. 

In  inch  c^B^  there  is  conimonly  much 
reafdn  to  fufpedi  that  ferine  other  difeafe 
iui>fi{l$  at  the  fame  time  ;  which,  on  in- 
quiry, is  frequently  found  to  be  of  the  ve- 
ibereai  kind,  for  herpes  often  appears  as  a 
fymptom  of  that  difcaie.  This,  however, 
niay  commonly  be  known  firom  the  hi^ 
flory  of  the  complaint,  and  Ukewife  fpooa 
A  a  the 
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the  fituatioa  of  the  eruptionis.  For  all 
eruptions  of  this  kind  which,  appear  in 
lucsTenerea,  are  conftantly  above  fome  of 
the  hard  and  thinly  covered  bones^  as 
iiio&  o£  the  cranium,  flernum,  and  tibiae; 
at  leaft,  in  the  beginning  of  the  diforderv 
thcfe-are  the  parts  chiefly  affedled  ;  though, 
no  doubt,;  in  its  more  advanced  ftages,  the 
whole  ftirface  comes  to  be  more  or  lefs  af- 
feaed;  > 

As  ibon  as  the  cbmplaint  is  difcovered 
to  be  of  thie  venereal  kin^  its  cure  mad 
depend  in  a  great  meafure  updn  At  gene- 
ral treatment  necdTary  in  that  diforder ;  fo 
that,  by  a  proper  ufe  of  mercia-y,  with  a 
continuance  of  the  difFerent  remedies  al- 
rtady  enumerated  for  herpea,  all  a&dliooi 
of  this?nature  may  in  due  time  beexped- 
ed  to  be  eradicated. 

On  other  occafions,  again,  and  wheii 
diere  is  no  caufe  for  fufpedling  aven^eal 
taint,  it  fometimes  happens,  that  even  the 
flighted  fpedes  of  tetter  xefifts  alhthe  com* 
xnon? remedies  both  internal  and.  externalf 
jUid'peiimps^tao^iiecomttLm  inveterate. 
<.  w  ?  &  f .  In. 
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In  fuch  cafes,  theffe  is  frequently  conjoin* 
ed  wich  the  diforder  which  we  are  norv 
Confidering,  the  common  fcabies  oc  itch  i 
and  when  it  happens  to  be  fb,  its  liiam; 
fometimes  feen,  a  very  difagreeable  and 
troublefbnie  difeafc  conies  to  be  produced ; 
what  may  be  confidefcd  as  a  tertium  quid^ 
or  a  production  of  the  two  ;  which,  in  its 
appearance^  is  exceedingly  loathfoniej  littte 
lefs  fo,  indeed,  than  the  defcriptions  that 
are  given  of  the  lepra  of  the  ancients ;  atid, 
when  it  is  allowed  to  remSin  long,  it  proves 
fometimes  almoft  as  inveterate. 

The  itch  being  fuch  a  well-koowmdif- 
order,  its  conjundion  with  herpes  i^  com* 
ihonly  very  eafily  detedled :  and  when  once 
it  is  known  to  take  place,  the  cure  mud 
confiil  in  the  feveral  remedies  already  re** 
do'mniended  for  herpes,  together  with  fuch 
as  are  more  particularly  adlive  in:  die  cure 
of  fcabies  ;  and  of  which,  though,  there 
are  many  recommended  by;  authors^  yet 
none  ever  prove  fo  certainly ;£afficaaioiis  as 
fulphur.  Mercury,  too,  <Joc8;oHordoub(t, 
often  cure  comphuntsof  tbkat^ind^  as.it 
All  2  does, 
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does,  indeed,  the  itch  in  all  its  ftages :  yet 
as  it  fails  in  many  inflances,  which  ftd- 
phur,  when  properly  dire<5led,  very  ieldom 
does,  the  latter  (hould  ia  general  be  pre- 
ferred* ^  ' 

In  every  crupttoft  of  the  hserpetic  kind 
to  which  children  are  liable,  fulphur,  in 
one  form  or  other,  proves  commonly  more 
cflFcdual  than  any  other  remedy :  When 
in  thefe  complaints,  therefore,  the  ufual^ 
remedies  are  found  to  fail,  fidphur  fhoold 
always  be  employed ;  and^  to  pra6):itionefs 
of  experience,  it  is  fcarcely  neceflary  to  re* 
mark,  that  the  Sulphur  Vivum,  as  it  is 
termed,  in  fine  powder, .  proves  a|way$^ 
much  more  e£&<Stttal  than  the  flowers  of 
fulphur.  At  this  remedy  evidently  lofes 
much  of  its  ftrength  by  the  procefs  of 
iublimation,  this  preparatum  of  itihosild 
never  be  erEq)loyc^  for  any  cutaneous  erup- 
tion. 

There  is  a  fpecies  of  herpes  to  which,  in 
fome  conftitucions,  efpccially  in  females, 
the  face  is  particularly  liable  j^  and  no  va- 
riety of  die  difprdcr  proves  either  more 
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diftrcffing  to  patients^  or  more  perplexing 
to  pra<9;itioners. — All  the  common  prepa^ 
rations  of  fulphur,  as  well  a$  different  oint- 
ments and  walhes  of  the  mercurial  kind^ 
are  commonly  employed  here  without  any 
advantage ;  but  the  following  combination 
of  fulphur  with  faccharum  faturni,  I  have 
found  to  fucceed  in  many  inllances  of  the 
mc^  obftinate  fpecics  of  this  diforden 

R.  Lac.  fulphuris  •  t^. 

Sacch.  faturni  -  9j, 

Aq.  rofarum  •  ^viij.  m. 

Tlie  eruption  to  be  bathed  with  this  morn- 
ing and  evening,  care  being  taken  to  ihake 
the  vial  when  ufed. 

In  what  manner  this  remedy  aifls,  I  know 
not  J  but  I  have  knotrii  different  in(lanccs 
of  complete  cures  being  effc<5led  in  very 
obftinate  cafes  by  a  frequent  ufe  of  it. 

When,  however,  in  cafes  of  this  kind,  as 
well  as  in  every  fpecies  of  herpes,  it  may 
for  fome  reafon  or  other  be  thought  pro- 
per to  make  ufe  of  mercury  iriftead  of  ful- 
phur,  an  ointment  fimilar  to  what  in  the 
difpenfatories  is  termed  Unguentum  Citri- 
Aa  3  nuni|^ 
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hum,  has  on  many  occafions  been  found  to 
^tifwcr  exceedingly  welL  But  as  this  oint- 
ment has  commonly  been  ordered  with 
too^  great  a  proportion  of  mercury,  it  fre- 
quently a6ls  as  a  cauftic,  and  occafions  a 
great  deal  of  irritation.  That  eflFe(5l,  how- 
ever, is  eafily  prevented,  whilft  at  the  fame 
tiine  all  the  advantages  of  the  remedy  are 
preferved,  by  diminifhing  the  quantity  of 
inercury  :  Half  an  ounce  of  mercury  dif- 
folved  in  an  ounce  of  ftrong  Ipirit  of  nitre, 
arid  a  pound  either  of  axunge  or  of  frefti 
butter,  have,  upon  trial,  been  found  to  be 
very  good  proportions :  or,  as  this  ointment 
is  very  apt  to  turn  too  hard,  it  may  at  firft 
be  madie  with  a  double  proportion  of  mer- 
cury^ and  fpirit  6f  nitre;  and,  by  adding  an 
equal  ijuaxftity  of  axunge  at  the  time  6f 
ufing  it,  the  fame  flrength  of  the  remedy 
is  preferved,  whilft  at  the .  fame  time  an 
'ointfm^erit  ife  *  obtained  of  a  better  confid- 
ence. '  '  . 

This '  makes  a  very  ieffedlual  and  per- 
fecflly  fafeofiitment  for  all  fuch  eruptions 
as  partake  eitl^er  of  a  venereal  taint,  or  that 
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are  in  the  lead  conneifled  with  commoa 
itch  ;  and  may  be  ufed  for  t;he  latter  dif- 
order,  jn  preference  to  all  other  mercurial 
applications,  by  thofe  who,  on  acconnt  of 
its  ofienfiveibaell,  or  for  other  reafons,  do 
Biot  incline  to  make  ufe  of  fulphur.  In- 
deed no  'preparation  of  mercury,  in  the 
Gourfe  of  my  experience,  has  ever  proved 
fo  ufefui  as  thjs  ointment;  not  only  in 
cafes  of  real  herpes,  but  even  in  common 
itch.  It  only  indeed  requires  to  be  more 
generally  known,  in  order  to  be  very  uni- 
verfally  employed  in  every  affedlion  of  this, 
kind.  , 

By  a  proper  .and  continued  ufe  of  the 
feveral  remedies  recommended,  but>above 
all  by  a  due  attenticwi  to  deanlinefs,  a,W 
mod  every  herpetic  complaint  miay  at  laft 
be  removed. 

After  thefe  Several  obfervationa  on  fuch 
4ifordws,  it  may  not  be  improper  tore- 
mark,  that  there  are  many  complaiats  of 
the  eruptive  kind,  to  which  children  ^fpe- 
«ially  are  liable,  which  may  all  be  ri^du-. 
C^  to  one  or  other  of  the  Ipecies  ef  herpea 
Aa  4  wc 
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wc  hare  enumerated,  and  which  of  courf? 
rsx^j  be  all  cured  by  the  fame  general  me- 
thod of  treatment. 

Thus  the  tinea  capitis,.and  crufta  la<5lea, 
arc  obmmonly  defcrlbed  as  (tiftimSl  and 
tinconnedted  difcafes :  but  both  of  thcfc 
affediohs,  it  is  prefumcd,  may,  with  pro-^ 
priety  enough,  be  redu<ied  to  the  fame 
fpecies  of  herpes ;  and  they  feem  eviidenxly, 
indeed,  to  belong  to  the  fecond,  or  what 
We  have  termed  PuftulofjiS^  a$  they  appear 
to  be  exai^ly  of  the  fame  nature,  and  to 
iiiiflPer  only  in  (ituation ;  the  tinea  being  on 
the  hairy  fcalp,  what  the  crufta  la<5lea  and 
other  fuch  eruptions  are  upon  the  face. 

The  feveral  means  of  cute  we  have  enu-^ 
merated  foi*  herpes  in  general,  apply,  as 
'W^is  olDferved,  with  equal  propriety  to  any 
of  thefe  ;  but  in  the  tiiiea  capitis  a  pecu- 
liarity Qcours  froin  the  fituaticMi  of  the  dif- 
order,  wHich,  in  the  treatment,  it  has  been, 
frequently  found  neceflary  to  attend  ta 
In  this  cbmplaint,  the  hair,  by  occafioning 
a  more  confiderable  remora  of  the  exfuded 
|n*tter  than  what  occurs  in  any .  other 
'    '      •    '  Ipecies 
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fpeci«  of  herpes,  produces  in  it  a  greater ' 
degree   of    acrimony,    which    fometime^/ 
gives  rife  to  bulbous  fwellings,  by  being^ ' 
roots  of  the  hair;  and  hence  it  has  been 
fbppofed,    that  thefe  fwellings,  by  being 
perhaps  the  firft  parts  afiedled,  tend  to  pro- 
duce and  to  keep  up  all  the  other  fymp- 
toma  of  the  diforder :   So  that  it  is  com- 
monly recommended  as  the  firft  ftep  ii^ 
the  cure  of  tinea,  to  extracfl  entirely  aii 
the  h»irs  by  the  roots,  either  with  pitch- 
plafters,  or  with  fome  other  s^dhefive  ap- 
plication. 

This,  however,  is  always  attended  with 
a  great  deal  of  pain;  it  fometimes  produces 
very  troublcfome  inflammations  ;  and  be* 
fides,  it  is  never  in  any  refpedl  necefliiry 
in  the  firft  ftages  of  the  diforder:  for  tho* 
in  very  long  continued  cafes  of  tinea, 
thefe  tuberoficies  at  the  roots  of  the  hair 
do  fometimes  become  fo  confid'erable  as 
to  render  the  cure  of  fuch  affedions  more 
tedious  than  they  otherwife  would  be; 
yet,  merely  by  keeping  the  hait*  very  fhorc, 
aod  the  parts  affedled  as  clean  as  poffible, 
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the  di£Ferent  remedies  already  enumerated 
almoft  always  cffe<5taGurc^  without  having 
recourfe  to  the  extra6kion  of  the  hair. 

The  watery  folution  of  corrofive  iuWi- 
mate  was  already  recommended  as  aoi  ex- 
ternal application  for  different  herpetic  e- 
niptions ;  but  in  no  fpecies  of  the  difordcr 
does  it  produce  fuch  remarkably  good  e£- 
fb(5ls  as  in  tinea  capitis ;  infomuch  that, 
except  in  very  inveterate  cafes,  a  cure  may 
generally  be  obtained  by  the  ufe  of  this 
remedy  alone. 

IfTues  have  already  been  mentioned  as  ber 
ing  very  ufeful  in,  all  eruptive  difordcrs  of 
this  kind  ;  but  in  thefe  complaints,  which,  ' 
in  childhood  efpecially,  are  fo  commpQi 
they  feem  to  be  fiill  more  neceflary,  and 
more  ufeful,  than  in  the  advanced  periods 
of  life  ;  for,  as  thofe  children  that  are  par- 
ticularly liable  to  fuch  eruptions,  are  com- 
monly of  very  grofs  full  habits^  it  is 
fcarcely  poflible  often  to  obtain,  at  leaft, 
lading  cures,  without  in  the  firft  place^^  in- 
troducing adequate  draiiis. 

Indeed  iflues  alonei,  with  a  prpper  atr 
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tention  to  cleanlincfs,  will  very  frequendjr^ 
in  the  firft  years  of  childhood,  get  the 
better  of  all  fuch  complaints,  without  the 
afliftarice  of  any  other  remedy;  and  they 
do  not  by  any  means  prove  fo  prejudicial 
to  the  conftitution  as  the  frequent  ^fc  of 
purgative  medicines,  which  in  fuch  cafes 
are  fo  comtaonly  employed.  Purgatives 
do,  no  doubt,  frequently  prove  ferviceable, 
by  carrying  off  fuch  fuperabundances  of 
fluids  as^  the  fyftem  happens  to  be  loaded 
with,  but  never  in  fuch  an  eafy  gradual 
manner  as  is  done  by  iflTues* 

There  has  an  objecSlion  been  commonly 
Tnade  to  the  ufe  of  iffues  in  general,  that 
they  are  very  apt  to  become  fo  far  habi- 
tual as  to  prevent  them  from  being  after- 
wards healed  up,  without  confiderable  rilk. 
This,  in  children,  however,  fliould  never 
^)e  any  material  objcdlion  to  them:  for, 
about  the  fifth  or  fixth  year,  when  children 
are  able  to  take  more  regular  and  fa- 
tiguing exercife  ;  when  the  fyftem,  having 
acquired  a  firmer  tone,  is  rendered  more 
capable  qf  preferving  a  due   balance '  be^ 
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twecn  the  folids  and  diBTerent  contained 
fluids ;  and  when,  in  fad,  the  latter  are 
never  obferved  to  be  fo  abundant  as  in 
the  preceding  year^  of  childhood  ;  there  is 
not  then  the  fame  nedbflity  for  fuch  drainSi 
and  it  might  even  in  fome  inftancesbe 
prejudicial  to  continue  them  longer.  We 
do  accordingly  obferve,  about  this  period 
pf  life,  that  many  of  the  eruptive  diforders, 
which  had  prevailed  before,  now  difappear 
entirely :  naiure  then  requiring  a  greater 
fupply  of  fluids  for  all  tlie  different  fecre- 
tions,  throws  off,  by  their  means,  what 
had  formerly  been  difcharged  by  different 
eruptions  upon  the  furface. 
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SECTION    X. 

Ohfervations  on  the  Venereal  Ulcer. 

HAVING,  in  the  feveral  preceding^ 
ie(5lions,  gone  throiigh  the  confide^ 
ration  of  all  fuch  ulcers  as  can  with  pro- 
priety be  looked  upon  as  local  a3c<5tions 
merelj^  thoie  of  an  opp<^ite  nature  come 
next  in  courfe  to  be  treated  of;  and  they 
are,  as  wa3  formerly  remarked,  to  be  com* 
^rehended  in  the  fircood  clafs* 

The  general  character  of  this  clafs  has 
been  already  gi^en.  It  includes,  as  was 
lormerly  ren^rked,  all  fuch  ulcers  as  are 
eonne<5)ted  with,  or  that  depend  upon^ 
£>me  general  difcH-do:  of  the  fyflem  ;  and 
the  fercral  fpccies  of  it  are,  the  Venereal^ 
the  Scrobutic,  and  Scrophulous. 

Having 
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Having  fpoken  fo  fully  upon  the  differ- 
ent fpecies  of  local  ulcers,  all  that  is  ne« 
ceflary  upon  thofe  of  the  fecond  clafs,  is  to 
point  out,  as  concifely  and  diftincftly  as 
poffible,  the  different  chara<5leri(lics  by 
which  they  may  be  didingutflied  ;  toge- 
ther with  fuch  remedies  as  may  be  peculiar 
to  or  proper  for  each  ;  referring  always  to 
what  may  have  been  remarked  in  the  pre- 
ceding fedlions,  fbr  whatever  may,  in  com- 
mbn,  «ccur  between  any  two  fpecies  of  tK^ 
different  dafl'^L 

§  u  Vari^ies  of  the  Venereal^  Ulcer. 
By  venereal  ulcers,  in  general,  artf 
meaut  fuch  as  are  ConbetSled  with  an  uoi- 
-verfal  fy philitic  affedtion  of  the  fyftem.- 
But  as  chancres^  and  fome  oth^  fpecies  of 
fiires  which  occur  in  that  diforder,  may 
with  equal  propriety  be  termed  Venereal 
Ulcers,  although  they  are  not  always  con- 
-pfiBxdi  with  a  general  infe<Aion,  yet,  in  or- 
der to  prevent  any  fort  of  ambiguity,  it 
will  be  proper .  here  to  comprehend  the 
confideration  o£  *thefe  alfo.     , 
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Venereal  ulcers,  then,  may  be  divided 
into  tV70  varieties  ;  namely,  thofe  which 
^pear  as  primary  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe, 
and  fuch  as  may  more  properly  be  confi- 
dered  as  fym^omatic. 

Of  the  former  kind  are  chancres  in  ge-^ 
,  aeral)  whether  upon  tbe  parts  of  genera- 
tion^ communicated  by  venereal  inter- 
^urf6;  upon  the  nipples  and  breads  of 
^iromen,  by  nurfing  infeded  children  ;  or 
on  the  lips  and  parts  adjacent,  communis 
cated  by  falutation :  for  all  inch  fores, 
though  &ated  on  different  parts,  are  of  one 
and  the  failae  nature*^  Thofe  ulcers^  too, 
may  fometimes  be  reckoned  primary,  which 
remain  after  the  opening  or  burfling  of 
fuch  buboes  as  appear  to  have  arifen  from 
an  infe<^on  lately  communicated,  and  be- 
fore tho^e  is^  any  probability  that  tht  whok 
fyftem  is  affedred. 

Such  ulcers,  again,  are  confidered  as 
fymptonotatic,  which  arifc  in  confequence 
of  a  general  taint  of  the  habit.  Of  this 
kind  are  all  thole  which  fucceed  to  old 
bilboes,   and  fuch  as  appear  along  wiiih 
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other  venere  jil  fymptoms  a  coDfidiefrable  rime 
after  infedlion  j  the  moft  ordinary  fitua* 
tions  for  which  are,  the  thfoat,  p^late^  nofe, 
the  parts  itiimediacely  above  the  bones  of 
the  cranium,  tibia,  hiim^rtMs  and  other 
tard  bofaes  thinly  covered  with  fleih. 

Although,  in  many  cafes,  it  is  not  cafy 
to  makd  this  diftindioii  in  venereal  fores, 
yet  it  may  frequently  be  done,  and  fliouki 
be  always^  ftridly  attendeil  to ;  the  treatmoit 
of  the  two  different  ipecies'  being  in  foflie 
refpe<5ls  exceedingly  different,  as  will  be 
afterwards  particularly  taken  notice  of. 

In  fuch  cafes,  the  principal  means  of 
diftind:ton  are  obtained  cither  by  informii 
tion  froni  the  patient,  or  from  the  apfsaar- 
anccs  of  the  difietent  fores  themfelves. 

If,  foon  after  expofure  to  Inliwftion,  ao 
•ulceration  appears  tlpon  the  part  to  whkk 
the  virus  was  immediately  Applied,  toge- 
ther with  {welKngs  of  any  of  the  glands 
in  the  Courfe  of  the  lympliatics,  we  may 
be  almoft  convinced  that  thefe  arc  o^ly  lo- 
tal  affcdions,  and  ought  to  be  confidcred 
accordingly  a^  priiftafy  fyropcams.  Ulce- 
rations 
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rations  thus. occurring  from  the  imnqicdiat* 
applicatioA  of  the  venereal  virus,  are .  i^ 
general  termed  Ch^uicrcs  \  they  appear  at; 
firft,  a$  toll  miliary  fpotSt  which  foon  rijfe 
and  forI^  little  veficle^^  that,  upon  bufft^ 
ing,  dif(?baLrgc  fom^timp*  a  thin  watery 
fluid,  and,  on  other  occafions,  a  mpre 
thicjt  vellow  matter.  The  edges  of  fijch 
lores  ar^  generally  har4  wd  painful  j  an4 
*re,  together  with  the  glandular  fwelUng« 
%lrca.dy  defbrihted,  commonly  attended  with 
iBwre  or  lefs  inflammation. 

Thefe  are  the  (rowmon  ^ppearawee^  pf 
tenere^il  fores  from  a  recent  infe^Stipn  j  but 
the  ulcers  which  appear  as  fymptpms  of  a 
iong-cdntinii^ed  affe<5iion,  in  general  prove 
moft  troublefpme.  ,  They  are  diftinguifhed 
from  thpfe  already  dcfcribed,  a$  Ukewif? 
from  every  other  ipecies  of  ulcer,'  i.  By 
information  from  the  patient :  2.  By  their 
fituatipn:  and,  3.  By  their  appearaace?. 

Whenever  an  ulcer  is  fafpeded  tP  be  of 

a  venereal  kind,  the  real  mature  of  it, may 

frequently  be  learned  from  the   patients 

Xhus,  if  a  peribn,  who  has  long  had  othei^ 

B  b  fymp- 
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fyinptoms  of  ^ihfeftibri*  in  his  cotiftitatiofa^^ 
isf^attack^ed  with  one  or  more  ulcers^  whe- 
dier  in  confequeiice  of  external  injuries  or 
not,  and'  if  they  refift^th'^  conitnon  tiie- 
thods  of  cure,  there  can  be  very  little 
doubt  o^  thfeir  being'  infe^fted  with  the  ge- 
neral taint  of  the  habit,  r  •         . 

It  fometimes  happens,  however,  that 
fuch  information  is  not-  to  be  obtained  r 
for^pktients  infeded  with' difbrders  of  »hi« 
kind,  very"  dftenr  conceaF, ^  and,  when  4^fe- 
ftioned, even  refuie  to  acknbwledge  it;  iftd 
on  other  occafions,  patients  cannot  ^ven 
themfelves  be  certain  whether  they  are 
ihfedled  or  not,  having  perhaps  no  other 
fymptoths  at  the  time  than  theft  ulcers, 
and  which  they  may  not  probably  have 
Cohfidefed  to  be  of  the  venereal  kind. 
'  When  this  hkppens  to  be  the  cafe,,  we 
taviii  endeavour  to  bbtkin  our  information 
from  the  fituation  and  appearances  of  the 
tilcer  itfelf. 

By  far  the  greateft  part  of  venereal  ul- 
cers froni  an  ojd  infe<5lion,  appear,  as  was 
already  remarkedi  immediately,  above  Ac 
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bones,  and  fixch  of  tfaefe  efpeciall^  ais  are 
moft  thinly  eotfered  with  ndufcles.  They 
firft  appear  in  the  fornl  of  a  red,  ind 
fdmewhat  ptirpUih,  eflBlorefcenfce,  not  cir- 
Cuoifcpibfed,  btit  in  general  rather  corifi- 
derably  diffUfed.  This  fdon  comes  to'  rife 
iiiw  a  nuctiber  of  very  fmall  puftUleS, 
which  ooze  out  a  thin  fretting  feriixri.  At 
firflrthefe  puftiiles,  when  obferved  throughr 
A^ghifs,  a£pp6ar-perfgclly  diftirii^  j  but  they 
at  lift  fun  together,  and  fortti  One  large 
ttlcet,  -whdfe  edges  ate  comtnbiily  fagged 
irid  fodieWhat  cillotfs  j  allid  there  is  gene- 
rally d  light  red  appearance,  which  cixtcnds 
a  corifiderable  fpface  beyond  the  fore,  over 
iffie  Ikin  thkt  does  ndt  feeni  to  beqtherwife 
difeafed.  ^ 

•  Sdres  6f  this  kind  havfe  frequently  a 
tery  reriiarkable  appearance,  being  hol- 
lowed ds  it  ^are  into  the  form  of  a  cup, 
generally  narrow  and  contraded  at  the 
bottorfe,  with  tihe  edges  extending  gradual- 
ly till  thiey  teach  the  outward  circum- 
iference*  This  at  leaft  is  commonly  the 
^afe,  except  when  carious  Ijpncs  happen 
Bb  z  to 
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to  lie  at  the  bottom  of  the  fores,  and  thca 
tjiey  are  ge^ierftlly  fflkd  up  with  troub£e<- 
ipmc  fuf^ous  cxcnefcences. 
.  VeaiMieal  juk»r»  are  not  cooamoaly  at-* 
tended  with  much  pam  y  at  leaft,  fekiom 
£o  much  as  fro^i  their  appe^aj^ces  might 
be  expeded.  In  ^wpe  ipftajide§,  boweircr,. 
it  is  othjcrwifet  and  tte  difcharge  of  all 
fuch  ipres^  though  at  firft  thin,  comes  air 
lad  to  put  on  a  very  particular  a^d  <j^(a^ 
ra^eriftic  ^ppeiirgnce^.  beitjg  of  a  coo^U^ 
9me  Fftthef  more  itough  aqd  yiCAA  tha^ 
gpod  pus  J  with  a^  very  loachfome,  thcmghr 
T^Ot  the  ordiq^uy  fe^idi  putrid  fmelH  ^t^ 
^  very  fingulat  greenifh  yellow  colour. 

Thefe  are  t^  m^^ft  common  appearanccjs^ 
of  old  venereal"  ulcers;  and  when  all  o£ 
any  of  them  occur  uppn  any  of  thp  fitua^ 
dons  enunierated^  we  may  al?aoft  ^Iwa^ys^ 
determine,  with^ertaiaty,  the  $x)|npkint  to 
be  of  the  fyphilitic  ^ind.  , 

The  diftindlion  wc  have  propofed  of  ve^ 
nercal  ulcers  into  primary  ai^d  fymptoma- 
tic,  is  in  the  treatment  of  the  difeafe  found 
to  be  a  matter  of  cpnfiderable  importance ; 

for 
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for  tbo&  of  the  fdrmer  kind,  if  attended 
ta  mun^diately  on  their  fif  ft  appearance/ 
and  before,  any  abforption  of  matter  has 
taken  ^acfe,  mirght  imdoiilxedlv  be  fre- 
^ently  removed  without  the  afliftance  of 
any  internal  medicine^  merely  by  convert-, 
ing  an  infipient  chancre  into  the  ftate  of 
a  fimplc  uker^  by  burning  or  deftroying 
tfee  venereal  matter  contained  in  it  with 
caiiftic  *. 

'  But  although  a  cure  might  in  this  man-* 
nbr  be  fometime«  effeded  with  (ufficient 
fafetyj  yet  as  we  have  no  means  of  be(50- 
raing  abfoltitely  certain  whether  fome  of 
the  virus  may  not  have  entered  the  fyftem, 
the  cure  of  even  the  flighteft  chancre  Ihould 
never  be  trufted  to  aiiy  other  rtfcttedy  than 
the  internal  ufe  of  mercury ;  with  this  ma-* 
tctitl  diflference,  however,  that  in  incipient 
fores  of  this  kind  it  commonly  proves  fuf-. 
ficient  to  adminifter  a  very  fmall  quantity 
of  the  remedy  only,  ift  proportion  4o  what 
is  requifite  in  fuch  ulcers  as  app^r  in  cant' 
fequence  of  an  old  general  infedion. 

Bb  3  The 

f  Dr  Moi^Ro's  Prele^k>n% 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


309  Ohfervaticmi  mthe^  Part  IL 

The  diftindlion  propafed  points  out  Kkc-r 
^yife  another  circumflance  of  confeqrtence 
|n  the  cure.  In  ulcers  from  an  tM  pox^, 
we  ought  never  jto  make  ufe  pf  mercurial 
and  other  dreffings  with  a .  view  to  heal 
and  dry  them  up  fopn ;  but  fhould  rather 
^ru  ft  entirely  to  mercury  giv^n  intemaHy, 
and  in  the  mean  time  continue  to  apply 
fuch  remedies  only  as  are  niceflary  for 
keeping  the  fores  clean  and  eafy. 

Thus  the  healing  of  the  different  ulcers 
merely  by  ^h^  ufe  of  ihternal  remedies,  af^^ 
fords;  the  beft,  and  indeed  the  only  con- 
vincing proof  of  the  difeafe' being  eradica- 
ted ;  and  it  proves  indeed  the  furefk  indea? 
by  which  a, Surgeon  <;m,  be  direfted,  as  it 
plainly  fhow^,  th^t  littk  ro6re  merciiry  can 
be  neceflary  ;  a  circumft'incie,,  of  which  ^ 
prad^itioher  cannot  by  any  other  means  be 
convinced.  '  . 

With  many  pracSlitioner^,  it  hais  been 
t;he  common  method  to  treat  in  this  man- 
ner chancres,  and  all  thofe  venereal  ulcers 
we  have  termed  Primary  j  whiifti  at  thq 
feme  time,  they  have  not  thought  proper 
.  to 
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to;^p!ply  the  pra^ige  tp  thofe  :of  Jong 
ifcawUijg,  or  that  proceed  from  ^  genera^ 
Infeiftipn  of  the  fyftem.  But,  lyith  very 
Jrttte  attention,  it  muft  appear,  that  dired-^ 
ly  the  reverfe  of  this  fliould  be  followed .^j 
and  the  advantages  attending  it  would 
<:onitoottly  l^  fwind  confideraWe.  ;  ^ 

.Th*  ifeafijns.'for;  keeping  oJ4  venereal 
ulcere  open  during,  the  .internal  exhibitioqi 
of  fliBtdficinep^-hftVe  been  already!  explained. 
But  in  recent  ;ptjancr^,  produced  merely 
t^  ii\^al  apj^U^^ti^ft  ;0f  * -corrp^^^  mat- 
tejv:  ag  tfaey  are^  §ft?irely  topical,  and  nx>f 
coi^ejSle4  with,  any  diforder  of  the  fyftem, 
XQffGury^iven  inw^^f^lly  has  not  near  fuch 
j^ch^ocp'of  effef(3:iftg.'a  cure  ;  and  accord- 
^Hg^yi:?y?^ft®^^^^4*:  ^^J^^i  ^ft^r  very  confir 
^i;?ibk. quantities  of  the  medicine  have 
begnufed,  we  are  at  la,ft,  after  all,  obliged 
to  hMi^  rcQOurfe  to  fon^e  external  applicar 

^<^X  :r,        .  ... 

Thi^^  however,  is  far  from  being;  th(^ 

grgatefl;  ,in<:pnv;eni«nee  attending  the  prac-^ 

jjice:  for  as  long  as  4  chaacre  or  ulceraf ipft 
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eontii>t?<!s6p^li,  there  is  iiltqfe  ikioH  reftfdi^ 
hy  fUfpedl  diac  the  fyftctn:ttja-y  be  ^6«t1t%, 
^nfetfted,  than  if  the  chaocre  oar  f«Qit%e  <rf 
tbttt  matter  <kad  \ittti  htihd.  fotm  s^  ki 
appearance. 

By  fome  It  tiiajr  be  alUdgedi  that  ^  is  $&$ 
pf  much  eonfequWe  wheAai^  a  flftftU-'^ 
a  larger  portion  of  the  venereal  maimer  bt; 
kken  ittto  theXyilenij  as  th^  kaft^  piJ-ticle 
toay  jttil  AS-^ertaiAly  pr0tti«.>lt  d|«  fyaijji 
iJbrfis  of  thig  difeifej  a*  if  a  ^ti^b  te%«| 
^^uahtkj^-bil^  bd^nt  ftddii«ted.  "^      : 

ThiiSi  in  re^*er|>da^i  i»ay  ptx^hVf  b^ 
th^  cidfe,  eith^  rypMiitidififaltJtf  fe  ^o^ti 
to  be  df  a  VePy  pdnetiacifig  and  a^milicifig 
iiattiri:  biJ^<hefr4  is  fuf^ly  iriUck  nxdfe  l«fct 
fafr  t^  hop*;:  that  a  veryjftttali  pqrtiok^iiith 
ihatttrlKa^ -be  prevent^  fto^  ififtairigth^ 
ryftens,ehhef  by  beingildfppied  in  its'couifej 
feybc<!kfi^flg,  ^s  it' Ife^tte/itJy.d&fed, -^b^' 
firtidlibtafr  6f  Giie  or  hiof^,gi^fe4#^-  d)*-eTeh 
by  being  afterwards  thrown  put  at  HSmi 
hi '  the  emuttaories ;  thaft  that ;tho ^tiangcr 
t>f  a  gciaeriil  tfifedliptt,  arifing  frdto  a  <jpn4 
^kAt  abferptiau  an<J  diffuifia  <^;the  &im 
■  '^  fort 
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fyn  of  Iflitter,  can  by  any  means  be  obvi- 
atcd  Qi*  iiimoved. 

That 'the  djjitiion  we  have  ventured  to 
givSd  en%hk  ^oiht  is  at  Ifeaft  very  probable, 
^iK  ndt  teadily  be  controverted.  But  it  is 
YtkdWi^fM^  t^at  the  pradiee  of  treating 
thafefJ^s^i'^the  Uft  of  internal  remedies 
pflly^  cJan  tteya"  bccafiofi  any  kind  erf"  i^ilk, 
M  the  fiieitJOPy  which  is,  or  ought  always 
in  foigh  ^afy?  i;o  be  exhibitedi  \>y  a^ifig  as 
a  cercliit  antidote  t6  the  venerea4  virus, 
mud  foon^exert  Its  iaflttened  dii  the  fyflem, 
m  fttch  i  manner  as  to  prtveftt  the  latter 
frbi^i  hrf^jtig  ifty  farther  inflnence* 
V  §ucb  rea^foiiing,  howercr,  is,  in  praiSlice, 
%  nb^rteanS  tc*  be  depended  ort.  For,  in' 
the  firft  place,  though  metcury  in  genera! 
pfVyes  a  v^y  certain  cure  for  venerealfcoin- 
plalnts  ale^«dy;Aibfifting  in  the  conftitu- 
mtl^i  y4ty^€>vk&mhite  it  has  been  previoufly 
exhibitedki  ^Ct»ifiderabk  quantities,  it  does 
not  prftWnt  ft  new  iaIeiSlion  from  taking 
place  ;  OCthis  I  have  known, many  inftan- 
ces;  add  Tt  would  probably,  if  attended  to, 
]^c  found  td  <)fceiir  Very  frequently. 

.  But 
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But  again,  alth<?ugfe  we  were  ^v^n  .  cerr^ 
tain,  if  a  proper  quantity  of  xiierqxry  V*5 
pcefent  in  the  .:l|uid^,  that  \»p  farth^  m-- 
fedion  could  t;a]De  place  from  the  if^^^c* 
tion  of  a  larger  portion  of  v^qre^l  ]3A?tter ; 
yet,  in  cafes  of  chancre,  we  can  n^ver  be 
fure  that  the  n^f^k^ne  will  j  ib  fcK^  en(^ 
the  circulation  as  to  produce  tht^  pjrophjr:-- 
iiidi/g  ?J5e^.  fgr,  ^hen  we  CQoiidsr  hpw 
frequently  prg^itioiiers  ar<^e  difappotated 
in  at;^eiaptiag.t9  J  introduce  a  iilfficicnt 
quantity  of  n^rciiry;  either  firosn  the.  ftttlt 
af :  the  preparation,  from  -  its. FuotUjUig  oS 
by  ftool,  from  ks_ flying  too,  'quicfiblytQ 
the  pxouth^  Off  fr^ro  fQCv  otber.caufc,  xio 
ciepeuaence,  it  ^s;  evident,  ir  to  be  placed 
uppnthisin2|t|:^,::i  ;;         >    ;>..-.,    . -. 

Upon  the^  whole^  ther^cj^e,  the.cure^of 
chancres,  atid  rC(f  -all  :veile{¥^'UlQ$rs  of.  the 
iame)kind^  ihould  be  h^^ed<^  fauch  as 
poflible,  not- pnly  by  intemai  j]q):diciixcs, 
but  by  external  appjications  Ul^wife* 

§  a.  Of  ibe  Cur/6f  the  Venereal  Ulcer. 

The  moft  effeift^ual  method  in  every  cafe 

of 
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of  chancre,  as  '\7el  havfe  already  hinted^ 
Tvtould*  probably  be,  to  touch  the  part  af- 
faSted  mth  fomc  ftrongcaiiftic  as  fboaas 
the  difeafe  is  obfervcd ;  and,  by  thus  deW 
ftroying  at  ooce  all  the  venereal  mattery 
the  fore  .being  ixoyf  nearly  in  the  ftate  of  % 
iiittple  ulcer  frdm  any  tether  cauie^  would, 
witb'ordiiiatry  dreflings,  be  very  eaiily  cu-^ 
fed.  '  PnwSitfiottcrs^  however,  are  feldom^ 
called  iiSi  ifo early,  atid:  frcqtientlynot'tm 
the  dlflferept  uicerations  ^  ix^  confiderablyt 
enlarged,  wheri  the  pradticecbuld  notirca-^ 
dily  prove  efictflual,  .and  when  h.-^mighi: 
fometimas  eneh  be  ^  dangerous  to  apply,  £> 
ext^fivdy,  tor  thofe  tender  parts  on  which 
chancres  are  commonly  feated,  fuch' irrita- 
ting remedied /as  any  of  ^  the  more  active 
cauftics;  '     • 

What  riiav^*  generally  found  to  anfwett 
in  evfery  cafe  of  ulcerated  chancre  nof  at* 
tended  wi^h^much  inflammation,  is,*  after 
wiping  the  fores  as  free  from  matter  as 
poflible,  to  fprinkle  them  well  with  mer- 
curius  precipitatus  ruber  finely  prepared,' 
and  to  apply  a  pledgit  of  any  commoa' 

oint- 
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ointment  orcr  all.  This  docs  not  conk^ 
monly  occailon  much  paki  or  irritation ; 
and  it  has  the  efkdi  of  producing  a  ktmP  of 
flough  over  the  fore,  whith^,  in  the  coufrlid 
of  a  dreffing  or  two,  getoerally  comes  awaty, 
?ind  leaves  the  ulcer  perfeftljr  clean. 

Chancres  being  reduced  to  tlis  ftate^ 
wonld  probably  foon  heal^  althdtigh  n^ 
4s/t\i&  drefling  ^fhotyki  beufed  than  cotor^ 
<non  cerate ;  bm,  left  any  vcnereai  m«ft« 
fhouM  remain,  1  have  commonly,  after  w^ 
moving  the  dreffinfes  with  the  prccipitMw^ 
been  in  the  ws^  of  xi^g  Vat  ftrbog  mer- 
curial ointment  of  th6  Edinburgh  Difpetv. 
fatory,  and  to;  dl^fe  yr^  lirtilL  the  icHTs 
heal  up. 

In. this  laaiiner  all  Axch  ulcerations  ar^ 
in  general  eafily  cured,  and  with  much  le& 
mercury  given  inwardly  than  if  ftljowe^  fo^ 
any  coniiderable  time,  to*  remain  opeiu-'  - 

By  long  continuance,  howeveti  and  fhofitt 
neglcd  of  proper:  remedies,  eVen'thcfei  ut 
firft,  feemingly  fimple  fdres,^  come  td  [kit 
on  all  the  apptarances  of  fuch  trlcers'^^M 
depend  upon  a  general  infciflion  ;  and  A 
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thfff  are  then  really,  fuch  in  every,  refpe^, 
their  treafime^t  ^uft  vary  accordingly. 

UJfrers  c^  jl^if  kiod^  iipod[i  the  penis  pr 
fpe^aUy,  wljeu  of  long  duraticHi^  are  very 
apt  to  become  inflamed ;  aii4  then,  by  th? 
pain  they  occafion,  they  prove  frequently 
exce^ingly  troublefome.  Wiien  the  in- 
l^m^ion  comes  any  coniiderable  lengthy 
blood-letting  is  foxnetioaes  req^xifite  ;  biHi 
ingeoeral^  that  fymptom  iseafily  eno^g)^ 
k^t  mpderatey^qMrely  by.  a  cpnunued  g^4 
proper  uie  of  the  faturnin^  poultice. 

^The  inilaqami^onfbeing  qnce  thoroughly 
rejpQu>v,edr  tl^e  beit  appliicatioHji  in  ail  fuch 
taieS)  i^  fimple  wax  ointm^nti  ^  we  have 
formerly  mentioned,  dll  a  {Mroper  quantity 
of  xx^^cury  has  beea  fj«iiibjjt;$d»  ^nd  ^cn 
th/^  fyfq^  cojokmosfy  h$g)  wkl^Hxt  any  far-^ 
thf  r  applL^atipn.  ... 

Th«r«  M:e  t^o  diflS^r^nt  mods*  i»  nfe  of 
throwing  merci^ry  in«o  the  lyitem;  the 
poc  by  giving  it  intorjwUy  by  the  mouthy 
and  the  other  by  iatrod^cidg  it  into  the 
body  through  the  abforbei]Lt$^>n  the  j(kia 
by  means  pf  fridUon :  But,  as  the  laft 
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of  thefe  methods  is  by  much  the  Moift 
trottblefome  and  inConvenieitt,  and-  asr*it 
does  not,  upctfi  trials  a)[)pear^tb  be  attended 
with  any  fuperior  advantage*, '  th*  iotvek^t 
is  now^  I  believe,  very  iioifimoiily  pre- 
ferred. -       .  

Various  forms'  of  mercury  have  been 
Contrived forinternat  exhibitibn ;  bufe thtde 
in  v^hich  it  has  undci^one  rid  other  ^e-, 
pa^ation  than  fimple  tritiire,  fuch  as  the 
qilickfilver  pill,  of  the  Edinburgh  Phar- 
macopoeia, arc,  in  general,  the  bell.  They 
prove  comnionly  more  effetftual,  and  are 
feldom  attended  with  any  df  the  incomrc- 
niences  which  often  occur  from  theufe  of 
the  diflPetent  mercurial  calces; 

But  whatever  ptep^^tion  of  meireuiy 
be  employ ed^  it'  Jhould  alw^tys  be  ^oati-=> 
nued  till  a  forenefs  of  the  mouth  be  in<& 
*duced,  thw  being  the  only  certain  indica- 
tion of  the  medicine  havingf  entered  thi 
fyftem :  and  :  itihould  never  be  tarried 
further  than  is  merely  neceflary  to  produce 
a  moderate  aSe<5lion  of  the  mouth,  Which 
is  now  found  from  experienoe  to  be  pro^ 

duftivc 
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duftive  of  all  the  advantages,  and  none  of 
the  inconveniences  which  commonly  at- 
tend a  confiderable  faKration ;  it  is  not  the 
quantity  of  falivary  tnatter  difcharged  that 
hsLB  any  influence  in  the  cure  of  venereal 
complaints,  bnt  the  tjuantity  of  a(^iv6 
mercury  really  introduced  -into  the  courfc 
df  the  circulation. 

It  is  not  always  eafy,  however,  to  pre- 
vent  mercury  fiiom  running  oflp  too  quick- 
ly by  the  mouth,  fo  as  fometimes  to  oc- 
cafion  vefy  troublelbme  falivationsr  To 
guard  againft*this  circumftance  by  deter- 
mining the  medicine  more  particularly  to 
the  Ikin,  •  the  warm  bath  has  been  fre- 
quently recommended,  both  as  a  rieceflary 
preparation,  and  as  a  remedy  which  ought 
to  be  ufed  along  with,  the  mercury.  The 
fame  eflPe^s,  we  may  remark,  may  in  fome 
degree  be  obtained,  and  with  lefs  rifk  to  the 
patient  from  cold,  by  the  ufe  of  2t  flannel 
flurt  next  the  Ikin,  and  by  drinking. plen- 
tifully of  deeoAion  of  farfaparilla  or  of  the 
woods  J  care  at  the  fame  time  being  taken 
to  keep  the  body  in  a  proper  temperature^ 

and 
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and  thar  it  be  osyer  esqpoied  to^ny  con* 
£kkrable  degree  of  cold.  But  whenever 
the  warm  bath  can  be  coATeni^tly  and 
properly  procuredi  it  ought  to  be  emplpy* 
ed }  for  it  commopiy  protef  an  ^^<^u} 
affiftant  to  a  mercvrial  <:oarfe :  By  pre£:iv 
ving  a  foft  fl^in  and  a  free  peirfpira^ion,  it 
prevents  the  mercury  fro0i  running  with 
too  much  violence  to  the  nipgt|i  j  s^ijd  |io- 
thing  tends  fo  certainly  to  prevent  thi* 
medicine  from  affecSling  tjbe  bovs^^ls  with 
gripes  ind  other  fymptoms  of  colt^. 

A  ccharfe  of  this  k^4;  being  co^tinned 
for  a  logger  or  {horter  period,  according 
to  the  degree  of  infec^on  and  vidbnce  of 
the  fymptoms,  a  cure  of  all  fiach  goqv- 
plaints  is  4t  la(t  very  coeipaonly  pb^ined* 

In  fome  inftanccT,  howteirer,  thfe  qoick- 
filver  pill  above  recommende!4|  either  doeji 
jDtot  produce;  all  the  defined  efieiSts,  or  even 
fails  altogether.  On  fuch  pcc^fions^  the 
corrofive  fubiimate  is  freqtiently  fottod  tt> 
anfwer;  and  may  be  given  either  in  the 
form  of  pills^  or  in  the  ffnriaious  folatioft; 
the  former,  however,  never  proves  fonau» 
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£eQus,as  tjbe  latter,  fo  tkat  a  larger  quan- 
Mty  of  tHe.medicine.  nlay  in  that  maimer 
be  CQSDitipsly  exhibited.  The  mcrcuriiis 
^oinatoa  ruber,  i$  ofteii  found  to  anfwef 
in  old  venei^al  fords,  when  the  ufual  forxhs 
pf  oniploying  mercury  have  failed.  In 
lar^  dofes  of  three,  four,  or  five  grains,  it 
-operates  briikly  bojli  as  an  emetic  and 
purgative:  but  fniall  dofes;  eipecially  wheii 
conjcHned  with  opiates^  are  feldom  pro*- 
da&ve  t]if.  aoy  inconvenience ;  and  may; 
in.genefali  be  continued  for  a  cotifiderahle 
^odglh  qf  timq  without  indiidng  UXo^ 

*  lOc  ^try  obiiinate  Tenereal  ulcers,  it  be- 
4boftie9  icitnetim^  rieceflkry  to  iiiake  trial 
pf  air  the  variety  of  xnercmial  preparationa; 
.  and,  op  particular  occaiions;  one  will  hie 
.£3i;ind. to  prove  very  ferviceablc,  though 
l&one  of  thejGithers  may  appear  to  have  had 
.  any  influence. 

Thsmoft  certain  rule  for  deterniining 
the  quantity  of  the  me4icine  to  be  exhi- 
bited, 1^,  that  it  ihould  be  always  conti^^^ 
nucd  for  fome  time  after  ^vcry  fyinptom 
Gc  6f 
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of  the  difeafe  has  dif^ppeared  ;  smd  tbac 
for  a  longer  or  ihortcr  period,  as  die  dif- 
rorder  may  have   been  of  long  or.  IhcMt 
^ftahding,  and  as  the  fjimpioms  may  have 
been  inyetcratc  or  otherwife:  but  this  very 
material  circumftance  in'the  ture  of  evory 
venereal  complaint,  muft  be  ulciimttely  de- 
termined by  the  judgment  of  the  pradi- 
tioner  in  attendance* 

Though  by  fuqh  a  coarfe  of  aercitry 

.given  inwardly,  with  the  necelTary  external 

:  treatment  formerly  pointed  QUt^    almoft 

evwy  nicer  of  this  nature  may,  aa  wa» 

obferved,  be  in  general  removed,  y^st  in 

fome  few  inflances  it  is  otherwife  ;  and 

the  fores  canned  be  brought  to  heal,  even 

thoV  the  mercury  be  continued  very  long 

t  after  every  other  fymptom  has  difappeared, 

and  when,   from  this  circamilauce,  and 

.from  t^e  (|uantity  of  the  medicine  e]riii- 

bited,  there  is  every  reafon  to  think  that 

n  the  venereal  taint  in  the  fyftem  is  altogc- 

-ther  eradicated. 

..    As   an  ulcer,  iti  this  fituation^  caniiot 
with  propriety  be  confidercd  as  a  venereal 

affeAion, 
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a£fedion,  it  ^rbuld  be  in  vain  to  exped: 
a  cure,  from  the  ufe  of  any  preparation:  of 
merciuy  whatever.  Whenever  fach  forea, 
therefore^  (how  a  greater  obftinacy  than 
what  from  their  appearances  might  be  ex- 
pci^ed,  and  efpecially  when  they  do  not 
yield  in  any  degree  to  mercnf y,  it  gives 
great  reafon  to  fufjpedl,  that  fome  other 
difeafe  may  probably  have  fubfiiled  in  the 
conftitution  together  with  lues  venerea^ 
and  that  bpth  may  have  had  ibme  (hare  in 
the  prbdudlion  of  the  nlcers. 

As  ibon  as  the  nature  of  this  conjoined 
difbrder  is .  difcovered,  proper  remedies 
mud  be  employed  in  order  to  correal  it ; 
^nd  thi*  being  accompUflied»  the  cure  of 
the  fores  will,  in  general,  go  eafily  on. 

On  fqme  occafions,  however,  venereal 
ulcers  prove  obftinate .  when  the  fyftepa 
-appears  to  ;be  perfedlly  free  from  every 
other  diforder.  In  fuch  cafes,  when  the 
fores  are  ft ated  upon  or  near  to  any  of  the 
bones,  efpecially  when  fiingous  excrefr 
cences  ariif,  there  will  commonly  be  reaion 
to  fufped  that  the  cure  is  protr^i^led  by  a 
Cc  2  latent 
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lati:ent  oaries ;  a^id  if  this  is  finiQd  od  exr 
aminatixm  to  be  thecafe^  and  if  the  patient 
ifi  ia  other  refpe^is  heakhy^  there  will  iek 
jdom  be  reaibo  to  doubt,  but  t&at,  by  iolh 
ioynmg  the  direAions  already  given  re^ 
^(fting  the  treatrntntr  of  caiTiaus  bones^ 
and  by  a  coatinriance  of  the  mercumi 
conrfe,  a  cure  will  at  laft  be  efie^d. 

In  fbme  ihdanees,  again,  wh^n  there  it 
no  reaibn,  from  the  iituation  of  the  Ibres^ 
to  imagine  tha€  a:  caries  can  be  the  cav^ 
of  their  inveteracy  }  and  although  there  If 
AC  appearance  either  of  fcrophtda,  £:urvy,^ 
or  of  any  other  difeafe  of  the  coniVitution^ 
yet  ftill  they  ga  on  without  ihowing  aay 
<)ifpofition  to  heal^  and  ^rhapa  even  be* 
come  worfe. 

^  In  ftich  eaf^s,  whefi  the  (yftem  is  liiuch 
reduced  by  long  c6nfin«n^nfc  and  a  tecli- 
oiid  courfe  of  mercury,  which  frequently 
indeed  happens  when  a  violent  falivatioft 
has  been  long  kept  up,  the  beft  and  molt 
cfiedual  remedy,  in  genera!,  is  a  light 
^ouri&ing  diet,  with  the  affiftancepf  frefli 
*ir  and  moderate  cxercife  ;  which,  by  in- 
vigorating, 
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^igorating  the  conftitution^  tcad  more  ceiv 
tiAvAy  td  promote  a  cure  than  all  the  mo* 
dktnes  aad  applications  commonly  em^ 
plofyed. 

In  all  fuch  drcumftances,  indeed,  the 
^ffedls  of  a  change  of  this  nature  are  oftcm 
iurprifing;  for  the  moft  obftinate  ulcers, 
which  have  refifted  every  ufual  remedy,  E 
iiave  in  various  inftances  *  ffeen  entirely 
^nred,  merely  by  fuch  means  as  we  have 
iMw  mentioned.  In  this  fituation  of  theft 
iores^  too,  the  Peruvian  bark,  when  takea 
im  proper  quaatities,  frequently  proves  very 
icrviceaMe. 

With  ttfytdt  to  the  external  treatment 

of  old  fm'es  of  diia  kiild,  as  the  floUghs  with 

-which  they  are  commonly  coveried  render 

fbme  degree  of  ftitoulus  always  ncccffary^ 

'Common  bafilicon,  with  a  large  proportion. 

^f  red  precipitate,  anfwers  for  this  purpofe 

^exccedingly   welL     Two  drachms  of  the 

mercury  to  an  ounce  of  ointment,  mak^ 

-very  good  proportions,  and  atfbrd  one  of 

the  beft  dreffings  for  every  ulcer  of  this 

jiature :  and  when,  by  the  ufe  of  fuch  ati 

Cc  3  oinm^nt^ 
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ointment,  the  Roughs  have  all  caft  o^  and 
a  difcharge  of  proper  matter  has  been  ih-^ 
dnced,  the  treatment  muft  afterwards  be 
regulated  according  to  the  feveral  circum* 
ftances  already  pointed  out  in  the, different 
^preceding  fedlions  on  local  ulcers. 
\  When  any  of  the  glands  happen  to  be 
the  feats  of  venereal  ulcers,  as  it  is  always 
difficult  to  induce  a  kindly  fuppuration  in 
them,  it  is  fometitnes  neceflary,  before  a 
cure  can  be  obtained,  to  deftroy  the  whole, 
6r  a  <:onfiderabIe  portioii  of  fuch  as  are 
very  much  hardened.  This  is  ,moft  con- 
veniently and  moft  eafily  done  by  reiterated 
applications  of  cauftic  :  If  the  furface  of 
the  affei^ed  glands  be  rubbed  over  every 
third  or  fourth  day  with  lunar  tauftic,  fo 
much  of  them  a^  has  been  greatly  di(^ 
cafed,  may,  in  this  manner,  be  foon  de- 
ftroyed;  and  the  remainder,  by  proper 
attention  to  every  other  circumftance  of 
the  cure,  being  brought  to  furnifti  healthy 
granulations,  the  fores,  without  any  far- 
ther difficulty,  will  foon  be  brought  to 
heal. 

Although^ 
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Although,  ia  general,  by  attending  to 
>all  thefe  different  circumftaaces  as  appear- 
ances may  iudicate,  almoft  every  ulcer  of 
the  venereal  kind  may  at  laft  be  removed  ; 
yet,  in  long  habitual  and  reiterated  poxes, 
which  have  never  been  properly  cured,  the 
whole  frame  comes  to  be  fo  contaminated 
with  the  infedUon,  as,  in  fome  inftances, 
to  produce  fuch  an  inveteracy  in  ulcers,  as 
does  indeed  baffle  all  the  eflEbrts  both  of 
nature  and  art,  and  at  laft  carries  off  the 
patients  in  verv  great  mifery.  Some  f\ich 
inllaui  es  I  have  fe  n  in  different  hoipitals^ 
where  probably  fuch  very  obftinate  cafes  ^ 
are  only  niej;  wiph. 


Cc  4  SEC- 
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SECTION    XL 

Ob/frodtions  oii  the  iScofbktk  Ulcet^ 


§  I.  Q^neraf  Remarks  on  Scurvy. 

IT  WIS  remarked  iii  a  former  ft^ion, 
,  that,  tinder  (lie  appellatioa  of  Scorbu- 
tic Ulcer,  there  have  in  general  been  rank- 
ed  a  great  many  of  tbofe  eruptive  difeafes 
^o  which  the  {kin  is  liable,  as  the  itch, 
feveral  fpecies  of  lepra,  &c.  But  the  real 
nature  of  true  fcuryy  bdng  now  much 
better  underftood,  and  it  being  known 
that  no  fuch  fymptoms  as  eruptions  of 
that  kind  ever  occur  in  it,  the  impro- 
priety either  of  applying  the  term  Scorbu- 
tic to  fuch,  or  of  treating  them  as  fymp- 
toms of  that  difeafe,  muft  appear  exceed- 
^  ingly  evident. 

^  We 
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We  hairt  already  remkrkedy  tliat  tik^rs 
whkh  pracied  frdm  apy  of  th€  ibtfvt  ta^m^ 
tkmed  eruptive  diforderdyare  probably  con^ 
deded  with  a  vsry  o|>pcifite  (bate  of  thefyitem 
to  that  whicili  takes  place  in  thofe  really  (car^ 
butk :  The  fbmxar  gmi^ally^  if  not  al#ay«, 
we  fuppofe  tp  depend  upon  an  inflamma- 
tory diathefls  ;  whereas,  in  true  fcurvy,  the 
fluids  arrive  at  probably  the  higheft  degree 
pf  diflbltrtkm  and  fmtrrfai^ion  of  #hidt  ita 
the  living  body  they  are  fufceptible.  We 
Jtnow  that  doubts  have  been  entertained  of 
this  poi|it';  b«it  t&ejr  Mil  not  be  readily 
admitted  4?y  thofe  wh<>  have  had  bpportu- 
nicies  o§  atf^ndingcaies^df  real  fcurvy. 

FK)ift  di8  U^rkmgioffeveral  old  authors, 
it  appdafs,  that  feUrty  ^as  a  well-known 
di^rddf  ibitod  ages  ago  ^  but  the  true 
caufes,fymptoms,  and  method  of  treatment 
of  the  difeaft,  /♦tire  nev^r  very  accurately 
underftood  till  Dr  Lindas  ♦publication  on 
the  fabge^k  ap|>eared. 

The  feveral  fpecies  of  fcurvy  6nume* 
riated  by  authors,  vit,  the  Muriatic,  the 
Alkaline,  &c.  £0  named  from  the  nature  o^ 

the 
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the  caufcs  fuppofcdto  produce  tkem^  arc 
now  knowa  to  be  Tcry  falfe  aixd  improper 
diftimaious ;  fhc  true  fcurvy  being  always 
of  tb^  feme  natiire,  and  always  produced 
by  the  fame  caufca,  wherever  tbefo  ocdiuvi 
in  whatever  clinpLate,  a9d  whether  at  £ea  or- 
land.  ::    :     ' 


I  Z^JSp^tqrtjisj^  Osmffi  ^  tke.Sfipriutic  Ulcere 

Among  other  fyniptoiii*, of  icurvy  cnn* 
Iterated  l^y  Dr  Lind  |i»  his  ^ingemow 
t;i;eatife  on  this  fubjedt,  tW  lilcers  which 
are  fo  commo]^  in  that  difeafQ  ^re  particu- 
larly defcribed ;  and  as  h^  gi^e^  a  very 
clear  and  diftind^  idea  of  them;  we  flialV 
l^ere  tranfcribe  verbatim  the,  ppdlor's  dc^ 
fcription  of  them. 

"  The  diftinguifliing  charafteriftics  of 
fcprbutic  ulcers^.are  as  follow  :  TUiey  afford 
no  good  digeftion;  but  a  thin  fetid  famous 
ftuff,  mixed  with  blood }  which  at  Icngdi 
has  the  true  appearance  of  coagulated  gore 
lying  cf^iked  on  the  furfate  of  the  ulcer, 

and 
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t'  .  •  ■  ^ 

^nd  is  with  great  difficulty  wiped  oflF  01; 
Separated  from  the  parts  below, 

*t  The  flcflx  xinderneath  thefe  ilough^ 
feels  to  the  probe  foft  or  fpongy,  and  it 
yery  putrid.  ^  No  detergents  x>r  efcharotic? 
^re  here  of  arfy  fervice  ;  for  though  fucH 
ilQUghs  be  with  great  pains  taken  away, 
tl^y  are  found  again  at  nex^  drefling,  where 
the  fame  fanguinious  putrid  appearance  al- 
w5Lys  pre£eat$  itfelf :  Their  edges  are  gene- 
rally of  a  livid  colour,  and  puflFed  up  with 
excrefcenccs  of  proud  flefh  arifing  from 
|>elow  un4er  th^  fkin, 

"  When  tqo  tight  ^  compreffion  is  mad^ 
in  order  to  feeep  the  fungus  from  rifing, 
they  are  apt  to  leave  a  gangrenous  difpo- 
fition ;  and  ^he  member  never  fails  to  be^ 
come  oedeniatoijs,  painful,  and  for  the  mod 
part  fpotted,         ' 

"  As  the  difeafe  increafes,  they  at  length 
conije  to  ftioot  out  a  foft  bloody  fungus, 
which  the  fai^ors  exprefs  by  the  name  of 
Bullock's  Llyer  ;  and  indeed  it  has  a  near 
refeinblance  to  that  fubftance  when  boiled, 
both  in  colour  and  confiftence.     It  often 

rifes 
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fifes  in  a  night's  time  ic  a  inoaib*ous  fike  ^ 
and,  although  deftroycd  by  cauteries,  ac* 
tual  or  potexktial,  or  tut  £tnooth  #ith  a 
biftoury,  in  which  caie  a  plentiful  hiemor- 
thagy  generally  enfuefl,  it  is  found  at  next 
dreffing  as  krge  as?  ever.  They  continue^ 
baWever^  iii  this  ^oi^kion  a  confiderable 
time,  without  affedliiig  the  bones« 

*•  The  llighteft  bruifes  and  wounds  of 
fcorbutic  perfbiis  degenerate  into  fuch  Id- 
cers :  Their  appear Snce,  OH  whatever  part  of 
the  body,  is  fo  fingular  afid  tnifdrln ;  and 
they  are  fo  eafily  diftingnifhed  from  all 
others,  by  beiftg  fo  remarkably  putrid, 
bloody,  and  fangous  ;  that  we  cannot  here 
but  take  notice  of  the  impropriety  of  refer- 
ring tnoft  of  th6  inteterate  and  obftinate 
ulcers  in  the  legs,  with  verjf  different  ap^ 
pearances,  to  the  fcurvy  */* 

This  accurate  defcription  of  the  fcor- 
butic ulcer  comprehends  almdft  the  Whole 
appearances  ever  obfei'Ved  in  fuch  affec- 
tions. Only  it  may  be  reifiarked,  that  at 
land,  unlefs  in  very  particular  fituations, 

and 

♦  See  Lind's  Treatife  on  die  Scorvy. 
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and  from  a  conftant  expofure  to  all  the 
msxt  zBi^t.  caafes  of  fcuriry^  foch  invece^ 
racy  as  is  defcrihed  by  Dr  JLiiKl  is  not  o|w 
ten  met  with  :  Bnt  ii>  erery  ponntry,  and 
none,  perhaps,  more  frequently  than  in 
fame  parts  <^  this  kingdom,  £Eighter  de»* 
gtees  of  the  fame  kinds  of  lores  very  often 
occar,  forming  whs^  by  pra^itioners  in 
geneoal  are  termed  Fonl  or  Malignant  UU 
fer& 

In  the  lioyal  Infirmary  of  this  place^ 
fores  of  this  kind  are  frcqucndy  me^ 
mth^  accompanied  &metimeis  with  even 
die  moil  ehanuftcriftictfymptom  of  fcuryy^ 
fcft  fpoBgy  guma.  In  the  worft  caies^ 
fcowever,  that  I  ever  met  with  here,  there 
never  was  the  apjp«arance  of  fuch  a  high 
degree  of  pnt^ efcency  In  the  iyftem  as  wr 
are  told  happens  frequently  in  long  voyT 
agesatfea. 

The  reafoQ  of  this  may  be,  that  fuc^ 
complaints  of  the  fcoxi)mtic  kind  as  occur 
in  this  gauntry,  appear  generally  among  the 
lowed  dafs  of  people,  and  proceed  rather 
izbm  the  want  of  a  fufficient  fiipply  qf  foody 

tha» 
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than  from  tronfinemeiit  to  any  one  l&nd 
that  can  be  at  aU  confidered  as  particnlar* 
ly  fepric,  or  as  predifpofing  to  fcurvy. 

In  fuch  patients^  the  ptitrid/diath^ 
feldom  ever  prevaib  to.fttcb  a^jd^gree  as  to 
produce  ulcers  in  parts  previoufly:  found } 
but  it  never  fails  to  ihow  itielf  in  nkers 
either  alreadjr /formed^  or  in  fueh  wounds 
as  happen  to  be  inflidled  while  fiicH  a'&sue 
of  the  fluids  fnbfifls.  Indeed  very  muiy 
of  the  ulcers  upon  the  legs,  and  other 
parts  6f  the  gaierality  of  our  poor  people; 
frequently  partake,  mbre  <^  lefs,  of  the  red 
fcorbutic  taint;  as  is  evident  both  £rma 
their  appearances,  caufes;  and  particullrly 
from  the  method  of  cure  that  i^' found  to 
fucceed  beft ;  a  good  nouriihing  diet  contri*^ 
buting  more  towards  a  cure;  than  all  die 
applications  ufually  employed. 

The  immediate  or  proximate  ciaifeof 
fuch  ulcers,  as  of  every  other  fcorbtttic 
fymptom  may  be  referrfed  to  ascertain  de- 
gree of  putrefcency  in  the  fluids;  which 
again  may  be  induced  by  a  variety "  of 
caufes,  but  of  whicL  the  ^  molt  material 

arc, 
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arcj  Iwing  fconeftantfy  •tif)on  fait  proyifioos ; 
ajtocal  want  of  vegetables;  with  expofurc 
to  a  cold  moift  atai<)fphere»  ,  Many  other 
acifiing  caufes  of  the  diforder :  rni^t  be 

:in«n:tiof]^i  butas.thU  ^ould  lead  to  a 
iBore .  ei^i^ve  difcufiion  of  the  ftibjed 
th%aia  here  inten;d$di  -for  fan^isr.infor- 

^nc^tipn^  J)r  Ijind,  Sir  John  Pringle,  Hux- 
ham^  and  other  a^thpl!^  l^ho  treat  more 

..4^.^y  Qn  the  fubje(^  may  be  confolt^d. 


%^*  Of  the  Cure,  of  the . Scorbutic  Ulcer. 

Turn  curt,  of  fcQrbutic  ulcerfry  it  is  cvi- 

:deitf,  ijiuft  depend  «iiich  upon  th^  correo- 

twn.<>f-the  putrid  4iathefis  in  the  fyftem; 

ifor  .which  purpoffe  vegetables  of  all  kinds, 

but  efpecially  thofe  of  an  acefcent  nature, 

with  nvklk  and  whey,   are  found  to  be  al- 

moft  certain  remedijss.     The  diflPwent  fe- 

:Creti99s,;  ;cfp?cially  thofe  by  tite  flcin  and 

.  kidnf^ys,  ihould  be  geatly  promoted :  and 

^&  thft  fbormer  in  a  particular  jMa;ijner  is  ^1- 

^njoft  entirely  obftrudled  in  ^yeiry  cafe  cf 

ifcuyvy,  the  reftoringrof  a  due  per^i ration 

\i&fbupd  to  have  a  confiderable  influence 

in 
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of  the  pamd  p&rdd^-  wick  wlii<^  the 
Smds  m  Cvich  oAliss  ^Amtiy*  tihmmiik  Omxle 
-44xuiv«s^oo,  for -cltefaiM  «-«al«ii«»^^tfei  of 
■af^ ;  3Md,  a&  facki  Taouuiftdft  filift'dlNam 
-of  Tilrcar-with  MaAiui  anfWer  4KeIl* '  -^ 
■  Tkeie,  together  wiA  a  tots^  «bftntiace 
:^m  ikh^d  fodd,  abd  a  propeF  «tfiAi-> 
tioa  to  avoid  aM  the  other  eseitiag  eM^s 
of 'the  difeaf^,  T^y  -  commonly  ei^  a 
cure  of    ^ery  fcorbutic  i^mptom»'-«2id 

among  btherff,  of  fbdi  ulcere}*^  beft 
ettefiiSkV  a^^aftiettU  Ibr  whidb'' are:  '■  and- 
ftptics  of  %he  moft  powerfol  kiadf,  iMad 
recommends  Uoguc«nm  .fig^rfttiaMna^ 
and  Mel  'Rofarum  acidvilated  w4A  ^wttos 
Vitrioli.  '■■'--  .  . 
•  The'fe  in  general  ate  die  reaiedks^  ftmnd 
indll  effc<aual,'  and=^wMch  are  coAmoaly 
employed  in  vtry  bad  cafes  of  fcurvy  ?  -twit 
•itfftich  putrid  ulniera  aa  octtir  maft  ^^- 
quently'ihthis  coontrf/^  fljeftftic  ft«e  of 
the  fluids,  as  Mre  have  obferved  ab<Jve,  ft!- 
dom  advaiice^to  fucha  htgh-degreie,'  as  to 
reflder  h  particularly  Aecefiary  to  c<»idae 
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fn^ieiiu  to  wliat  am^  pcaperly  be  called  arl 
lihtircorbuttc  courfa 

The  eomtnoa  loaligoioc  or  fcorbmic  u^ 
b^  of  this  climate  if  emlng,  as  was  already 
foMMtrii«l»  to  procpe4  more  frequently  from 
k  Teal  (kficlency  of  food,  than  from  any 
oiber  arcumftance;  putting  the  patients 
by  degr^ees  \ipon  a  full  allowanee,  with  a 
4wly>  thpjugh  mokierace^  proportion  of  fome 
generous  wine,  has  always  a  powerful  ef^ 
fed  M  rpromoting  thseir  rccowary. 

This,  we  muft  dbierve,  is  a  point  of 
tbere  iinpom^Me  in  dM  tceatment  of  tbefe 
^ers  than  is  cooimonly  imagined,  and  the 
ftttentioft  of  pradlbitioners  ought  to  be  more 
idif^Aed  :to  .it  than  is  generally  the  cafe« 
Inftead  of  prefcribing  medicines  for  the 
cuire  ^iuoh  ulcers,  much  more  advantage 
would  be  derived  from  a  well-regulated 
AQuriChing  dietj  and  cfpecially  when  to 
this  is  Qoi^ixied^  as  w«  have  faid,  a  mo* 
derate  proportion  of  wine,  or,  what  I  have 
frequently  imagined  has  anfwered  better^ 
a  proper  allowance  of  poster  or  ftrong 
-beer.     The  foul  old  ulcers,  ^f  poor  people 
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in  every  country  are  'mod  frequently  in* 
duced  by  indigence^  and  are  kept  up  by  % 
TtA  yrane  of  nduiifliment.  In  all  fuch 
cafesi  therefore,  the  i»-a^ice  of  hofpit^ 
wotdd:  pn^ably  piPOve  ,ix»re  beneficial^ 
by  laying  the  ufe  of  internal  medicinci 
almoil  totally  afide;  and  by  employing 
the  faving«  thus  produced,  in  ltimi(hing 
iuchadietas  we  have  been  here  reo6tti^ 
mending.  ^ 

The  Jefbst8  barkr,  however,  is  a  raiEiedy 
which,  in  ulcers  of  this  kind,  proves  fre- 
quently ufeful :  it  commonly  indeed  psrovcs 
more  feryiccabkr  hcre^  than^  in  atty  '  other 
^>ecies  of  fore.  When  given  in  propef 
quantities,  which  lare  always  to  be  dfcter- 
mined  by  the  ftate  of  the  fbomach,  it  fi^i 
dom  faile  of  producing,  in  the  coude  of  a 
few  dayS)  Z"  confiderable  change  for -the 
better.  For  fuch  fcorbutic  ulcers  as  occur 
in  this  Country,  the  bark  indeed*  is  idmoft 
the  only  internal*  medicine  that  is  evtsr  iie^ 
ceflary. 

'    -With  ^efpedl  to^the  ufe  of  mercufjr  in 
theft  kind  o£^  fores,,  it  ougKt  always  to  be 
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-fcp|:im:yi«Wi  diatriii  mlccrs  really?  fcorbu- 

>  tk}  li|ftdttl  of  ^iriLg  as  a  remedj,  if  givcd 
ia  aniyvcaflfiderable  qutaari^ea,  it  pix>v«!6  ^U 
wayt  eflttitefnely  hufifuL  Lind^  £:x>ni  a  great 
desii  )of  ^etpeiienc^  iays;   with  refpaa  to 

.^tbis  peiiitt  ^*  Mcrctiry,  in  a  truly  fcot-bu- 
^*  tic  iij«9r,  15  the  moft  pdrmciotfd  medicine 
^^  diaf;Oalii  be  uf«d  V  Sd  .that  a  proper 
diAiiitdlion^  ^between  t  foret  of  this  itaturc, 
smd  the  feveral  eruptive  difdrders  com* 

moialy  tef  mied  Scorbutic,  appears'  iii  the 

,  treaea»ent  to  be  a  matter  of  caniiderable 
import^iice :  in  the  lattery  mercury  may 
jW>t  ouly  be  generally  giveu  with  irtiptmity, 
but  iu  fame  inftances  with  advantage ; 
vrhereaa,  in  the  former,  it  cau  neter  bead* 
la^^iftcred  but  with  very  great  hazard* 
i  Pearuvian  bark,  as  an  external  applica-* 

-  tioui  tpo^  anfwers  exceedingly  well  in.  all 
foch  ulcers;  pledgits  dipped  in  a  flrong dc^ 
eQ<3ion  of  it,  and  applied  to  th,e,for^$^  h^ve 
gfeoi^ally  a  cfmfiderable  tSp&,  i^  cp)Mre<3;iag 
the  fetor  and  putrefcency  of  the  difbh^rge : 
But  the  beft  application  ^  tha(  pnrpofe^ 

^^'  Dd  a>      .  ^  in 

*  Vide  Troatifc  on  xht  Scurvjr,  P*rt  II.  <h^f^  U* 
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in  thejte  ulcers,  is  the  carrot  poultice,  whicH 
when  conjoined  with  the  internal  ufe  of 
bark^  and  a  proper  reginidn,  in  the  cour£c 
of  a  fhort  time,  generally  cofreds  the  pu- 
trefcency  which  prevails,  fo  efie<5lutilly,  that 
the  fores  being  dreffed  for  a  few  days  long- 
er with  pledgits  of  bafilicoh  and  red  pre- 
cipitate, with  a  Tiew  to  procure  the  rcifao^ 
val  of  aiiy  floughs  that  remain^  a  cure 
is  afterwards  commonly  eafily  obtained^ 
merely  by  attending  to  the  diredions  for* 
merly  laid  ddwn  for  the  naanagement  of 
Blcers  in  general,  and  particularly  tor  the 
introdudion  of  an  iflue,  along  with  mode* 
rate  comprcfSon  by  means  of  a  roller* 

What  has^  hitherto  been  faid  with  regard 
to  the  treatment  of  fcprbutic  ulcers,  ap* 
plies,  in  a  great  meafure,  with  ^ual  pro- 
priety, to  all  fuch  fores  as  are  in  the  Jeaft 
eonnedted  with  a  putrefcency  of  the  fluids^ 
from  whatever  caufes  this  may  have  beea 
induced, .  Thus,  fuch  fores,  as  r^nlain  af* 
ter  critical  abfceffcs  thdt  fucceed  to  putrid 
fevers,  require  the  fame  general  method  o£ 
treatment  •*  and  thf  lame  may  very  proba- 
bly 
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}?\y  be  found  to  be  the  mod  effe<5lual  ia 
thofe  produced  by  peftileritial  difbrders; 
though,  as  I  never  had  an  opportunity  of 
feeing  the  real  plague,  1  cannot  fropa  ex* 
perience  venture  to  aiFeri:  iu 


/ 


SECTION    XII. 
Obferyations  on  the  Scrophulous  Ulcer. 


§  I.  Of  the  Symptoms  and  Caufes  of  the  Scropbu-^ 
lous  Uhsr^ 

BY  fcrophulous  ulcers,  are  meant  thof^ 
fores  which  remain  after  the  opening 
or  burfting  of  fiich  fwellings  as  appear  in 
different  parts  of  the  body  as  fymptoms  of 
the  fcrophula  or  evil. 

From  the  frequent  occurrence  of  fcro- 
phula, it  is  fuch  a  well  known  difeafe,  that 
\\.\^  ^I^moft  unneceiTary  here  to  give  any 


Digitized  by 


Google 


42  >  Ohfervatms  on  the  PartfH, 

dcfcription  of  it.  It  b^^ins  with  indolent, 
fomewhat  hard,  colourlefs  tumors ;  which 
at  firft  chiefly  affedl  the  conglobate  glaikdff 
of  the  neck ;  but,  ifi  procefs  of  time,  die 
cellular  fubftance,  ligaments  of  the  joints, 
and  even  the  bones  themfelves,  come  to 
fuflFen 

In  fcrophula,  the  fwellings  are  mxich 
more  moveable  than  thofe  of  the  fcirrhous 
kind ;  they  are  generally  fofter,  and  feldom 
attended  with  much  pain  :  They  are  tedi- 
ous in  coming  to  luppuration  j  are  very 
apt  to  difappear  fuddenly,  and  again  to  rife 
in  fome  other  part  of  the  body.  We  may 
likewife  mention,  as  characleriftic  circum- 
fiances  of  this  difeafe,  a  remarkable  foft- 
nefs  of  the  fkin,  a  kind  of  fulnefs  of  the 
|ace,  with  generally  large  eyes,  acid  a  ycrjr 
delicate  complexion. 

Ulcers  which  appear  in  fcrophula  feldom 
yield  a  good  difcharge ;  affording^^  upon 
their  firft  appearance,  a  vifcid,  glairy,  and 
fometimes  a  whitifh  curdled  matter,  that 
afterwards  changes  into  a  more  thin  wa- 
tery fanies.     The   edges  of  the.  fores  ar^ 
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Irequently^  though  not  always,  painful'; 
and  arc  conftantly  very  much  raifed  or  tu- 
inefiecU  As  long  as  the  fcrophulous  dia* 
thefis  fubfifts  in  the  couftitution,  fuch  ul- 
cers very  often  remain  for  a  great  lengtk 
of  time,  without  fliowing  any  drfpofitiou 
either  to  heal  or  to  turn  worfe ;  at  other 
times  diey  heal  very  quickly^  and  again 
l^reak  out  in  fome  other  paci  of  thei:>ody. 

A  variety  of  causes  have  been  iptiention- 
td  as  tending  to  produce  fcrophula ;  name- 
ly, a  crude  indigeliible  food  ;  bad  water; 
liTving  in  d»mp  iQWtfituadons  ;  its  being  an 
Ijiereditary  difeaibi  and  4n  fome  countries 
endemic 

Many  other  caufes,  too,  have  been  emt* 
merated  by  authors  ;  but  we  cannot  pro^ 
pofe  to  enter  into  a  full  confideration  of 
them  here.  This,  however,  may  be  obfcr* 
ved^  that  whatever  may,  in  difierent  cir- 
(Cumftances,  be  the  exciting,  or  prediipofing 
caufes  of  fcrophula,  the  difeafeitfelf  either 
depends  upon,  or  is  at  leaft  much  conned- 
led  with,  a  debility  of  the  conftitution  ia 
^l^eneral,  and  probably  of  the  lymphatic  fy- 
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item  in  particular;  ^e  complaint  alwayt 
firft  fhewing  itfelf  by  fome  aflfeaions  oi 
the  latter.  And  that  debility  has  at  kail 
a  confiderable  ini^uence  in  its  prodtt<5Uon) 
is  probable,  not  only  from  the  evident  na- 
ture of  many  of  the  caufes  which  are  kno^ 
po  be  produaivc  of  fcrophula,  but  HkcwhTo 
from  fuch  remedies  as  are  found  to  prove 
moft  ferviceable  in  the  cure,  which  are  all 
pf  a  tonic  invigorating,  nature. 

\  a.  Of  the  Cure  of  the  Scro^hulout  JJlcer. 

It  was  long  fuppofed,  that  fcrophula 
depended  upon  an  acid  acrimony  of  the 
fluids  J  and  this,  it  is  probable,  gave  rife  to 
the  ufe  of  burnt  fponge,  diffcpnt  kinds  of", 
foap,  and  other  ajtaline 'fubftances,  as  be- 
ing the  beft  correaors  of  acidity.  But  al- 
though a  fouraefs  o£  the  ftomach  and  pri- 
inae  viae  is  a  frequent  fymptom  in  fcrophula  j 
yet  this  ought  riot  by  any  means  to  be  im- 
puted to  agencral  acefcency  of  the  fluids,  bu^ 
merely  to  that  relaxation  which  fo  univer- 
ially  prevails  in  th^s  difeafe,  and  thisefpe- 
cially  as  it  often  occurs  in  other  difeafcs 
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yHbwe  «o  iuch  acrimony  has  been  ever  fuf. 
pedled.       '    . 

There  id  another  circumftanee,  too, 
which  T«ftd*rs  it  ftill  more  probable  that 
po  kind  0f  acrimony  whatever  exifts  in 
fcrophuk,  namely,  the  very  long  contina- 
ance  of  mawcr  coUeded  in  the  diflferent 
fwelliiigs  which  occur  in  this  difca.fe,  with- 
out ocoafionlng  either  much  pain,  or  fhow- 
iog  any  tendency  to  corrode  the  ftirround- 
ing  parte  j  there  being  many  inftances  of 
foch  coUediQUs  fubfifl;ing,  even  for  years, 
without  exciting  any  kind  of  uneafinefs : 
And  in  fa^t,  the  feveral  remedies  recom^ 
mended  for  the  corre<Elion  of  fuch  an  acri- 
paony  as  has  bf en  fuppofed  to  exift  iij^  fcro* 
phulou5  complaints,  never  have,  at  leaft 
fo  far  ^s  I  have  feen,  any  iiifluence  in  the 
cure^ 

Gentle  mercurials  a,re  fometimes  of  ufe, 
as  refoivents,  in  ftrophulous.fweUings  ;  but 
nothing  has  ever  fuch  a  confiderable  influ-^ 
ence  ag  a  frequent  and  copious  ufe  of  Pe- 
ruvian bark.  Chalybeate  and  fujphureous 
waters,  too,   have  frequently  proved  fer- 
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viceable  in  fcropbula ;  and  a  long  and  coo** 
tinned  uie  of  mild  aperients  of  the  ia- 
line  kind  has  Hkewife  had  ibme  influence 
in  refplving  fuch  tumors  as  occur  in  it 
Cold  bathing,  too,  efpecially  in  the  fea, 
together  with  frequent  moderate  exercife, 
is  often  of  fingular  fervice ;  as  is  likewiic 
change  of  air,  particularly  to  a  dry  climate. 

With  r^fped  to  the  treatment  pf  fcro* 
phulous  ulcers,  as  long  as  the  general  mor- 
bid diathelis  continues  in  the  iyftem^  it  is 
commonly  in  vain  to  attempt  their  curec 
Nor  would  it,  indeed,  tte  always  fafe ;  as 
the  fores,  when  dried  up  in  one  part,  very, 
commonly  break  out  (bmewhere  eUe ;  and 
they  juft  as  readily  fall  upon  the  lungs,  or 
ibme  organ  eflential  to  life,  as  on  any  other 
part. 

Such  inftances,  indeed,  are  very  fre** 
quently  met  with,  whether  the  fores  heal 
up  naturally  or  by  the  aiUftance  of  art ; 
We  fhould  therefore  be  very  cautious  in 
the  application  either  of  repellent  or  of 
drying  remedies ;  and  fhould  chiefly  en- 
deavour to  corred  the  general  difeafeof 
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the*lialnt,  by  tbe  tife  of  fuch  ftrengthcu-^ 
ia|f  retaedics  as  are  commonly  found  to 
pihbtrc  mod  ufefiil* 

Till  the  difeafe  is  eradicated  from  the 
lutbic,  all  that  fhould  in  general  be  done  to 
the  fbrcia,  is  -tp  givie  as  free  and  open  vents 
to  the  mattej^  a9  poflible,  fo  as  to  prevent 
cffe6ltially  the  formation  of  finufes. 

The  bell '  applications  for  fcrophulous 
Tifcers,  4re  the  different  faturnine  prepa- 
rations :  of  which  the  watery  fqlution  of 
Saccharum  Satumi,  Goukrd's  Cerate,  and 
Ungnentum  Satuminum,  anfwer  exceed-^ 
ingly  well ;  for  they  tend  greatly  to  pre- 
vent the  fpreading  of  fcrophulous  fores, 
which  is  otherwife  very  apt  to  occur,  and 
%o  remove  that  inflammatory  complexion 
which  they  fo  frequently  put  on  when  re- 
laxing applications  are  much  employed* 

A  continuation  of  fuch  fimple  dreflings 
^s  thefe  we  have  recommended,  is  all  that, 
in  general,  fhould  be  attempted,  fo  long 
^  any  diforder  of  the  conftitution  is  found 
to  remain.  But,  in  fome  cafes,  the  ulpers 
become  fwelled  and  painful ;    they  dif- 

charge 
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charge  an  acrid  and  corrofive  matter  ;  and 
grow  otberwife  (a  inveterate,  as  to  render 
other  refources  neceffary. 

When  thefe  circumftances  occur,  a  ca- 
rious bone  may  frequently  be  fufpe^ed  to 
be  at  the  bottom  of  the  fore ;  and  then  na- 
ture muft  be  aitided,  as  much  as  poffible, 
in  throwing  ofFfuch  parts  of  it  as  are  mod 
liifeaied|  aijd  that  are  become  loofe.  This, 
in  many  Qtuations,  may  be  eafilydone: 
but  when  thie  complaint  fixes  on  any  of  the 
Jarge  joints^  art  can  feldom  afford  much^ 
abidance ;  and  as  amputation  of  the  mem- 
ber is  not,  in  thefe  circi^mdances,  always 
advifeable,  from  the  great  riik  of  the  dif^ 
eafe  returning  in  fbme  other  part,  nature 
alone  muft  generally  b?  tn^fled  to  for  ^ 
cure. 

In  fuch  a  fituation,  th^efor e,  a$  no  ope? 
ration  can  be  expelled  to  contribute  much 
to  the  removal  of  the  diforder,  the  mod  ef-? 
fe<5lual  means  Ihould  be  adopted  for  afljft- 
ing  nature  in  getting  the  better  of  it.  With 
^his  view,  a  continued  ufe  of  fea-bathing 
f?ften  proves  very  fcrviceable ;  b^t  tfeis  re- 
medy, 
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medy,  in  <Jrdcr  to  have  ixif  donfiderable 
cffecS,  {howld  bfe  continued^  with  proper 
ifatcrvals^  for  a  number  of  yeelrs,  inftead  of 
a  f^w  we^ks  aniiuallyi  tirhich  is  all  that  is 
conEimotiiy  tliQu^t  ibeccflaify* 

The  barkj  aa  formerly  diceded,  fhould 
flili  be  €0ntiQtied ;  and  I  hare  ibmettmes 
obfferved  very  good  feffedt  from  a  con-* 
ji^n^lion  ^f  it  with  cictil-a,  particularly  in 
procuring  a  proper:  difckiargi  from  f<JR>* 
]ph\ilous  foree,. 

When,  in  courfe  of  tirac^  atid  by  pro-* 
per  attentioato  the  difli^rent  Ctrcumflances 
w€  have  mention«d|  there  is  rcaibn,  from 
the  fcires  flidwihg  a  tendency  to  heal,  to 
hope  that  th^  general  morbid  difpolition 
of  the  fyftQEO  is,  pretty  much  eradicfated^ 
iSature  is  ial^^ays  greatly  affifted  in  the  cure, 
ahd  that  too  is  rendered  much  more  fafe^ 
by  the  introduif^ion  of  an  iiB:^  fbmewhat 
proportioned  to  the  difcfiarge  yielded  by 
the  different  fores,  ^and  which,  when  the 
ulcers  have  been  of  long  duration,  fliould 
certainly  be  continued  for  life. 

Gentle  compreffion  has,  in  the  fevcral 

preceding 
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preceding  fecEtions,  been  recommended  for 
different  kinds  of  ulcers ;  biit  in  no  fpecies 
of  fore  is  it  cither  £o  evideatlyiadi^ktedi 
or  of  fo  much  real  utility^  as  in  fcrophu- 
lous  ulcers :  id  which  that  fwelling  and 
tamefai^on,  which  frequ^tly^aife  their 
edges  to  very  confiderable  heights,  ofteii 
prove  a  greater  hindrance  to  the  cure  than 
any  other  circumftance  j  and  which,  when 
no  confiderable  inflammation  occurs,  may 
always,  by  gentle  compreilion,  be  "td^f 
and  fafely  removed,  i. 

Such,  in  general,  is  the  treatment  which 
anfwers  beft  in  icrophulous  ulcers:  but  as 
the  fcrophula  is  one  of  thofe  difeafes  for 
which  arc  has  not  as  yet  difcpvered  any 
effedual  remedy,  I  have  not  attempted 
more  than  to  point  out  as  copcifeiy  as  pof- 
fible  thofe  means  by  which  nature  is  beft 
a0ifted  in  her  efforts  towards  a  cure. 
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SECTION     XIII. 

General  Corollaries  relating  to  the  Manage^ 
tnent  of  Ulcers. 

HAVING  endeavoured,  in  the  priece- 
ding  fec^ons,  to  inveftigate  every 
point  of  importance  relating  to  the  difife- 
i-ent  fpccies  of  ulcers,  it  will  not  in  this 
pkce  be  confidered  as  improper,  our  exhi- 
Tbiting,  by  Way  of  concltrfiofi,  fuch  general 
corollaries  as  naturally  reiult  from  what 
has  been  ^id. 

i«  It  appears,  that,  except  in  a  few  in- 
i!l:ances,  namely*,  in  Lues  Venerea,  Scro- 
pHula,  and  Scurvy,  that  ulcers  are  always 
to  be  contidered  merely  as  local  affedlions. 

af.  That,  excepting  in  one  or  other  of 

tihe  ibovementioned  diforders,  the  varieties 

in  the  scatters  difcharged  by  ulcers  de-* 

pend 
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^nd  always  on  fome  particular  affeftioii 
bf  the  folids  ia  the  part  difeafed,  and  not 
dn  any  morbid  ftate  of  the  blood  or  ot^et 
fluids. 

3.  That  ulcers  appear  to  be  ufcful  or 
prejudicial  to  the  conilitudoii^  n^t  by  the 
quality  of  the  matter  afforded  by  them, 
but  by  the  quantity :  And  accordingly; 
that  the  cure  of  even  the  oldeft  fol-e  is  ren- 
dered perfedlly  fafe  by  the  ihtrodu^lioil 
and  prefervation  of  fuch  an  i0ue  as  will 
yield  the  fame  quantity  of  fluids  whicli  tlt^ 
fyttem  has,  by  imeans  of  the  ulcer,  bccil 
acfcuftomed  to  throw  off. 

4.  That,  in  the  cure  of  ulcers,  the  firft 
circumftdflce  to  be  determihed,  is,  whe- 
ther they  are  to  be  cOnfidered  as  general 
or  topical  complaints.  If  they  appear  t9 
be  of  the  former  kind,  fuch  remedies  muft 
be  adminirtered  as  arekdbwn.to  be  moft 
effedhial  for  the  corredlipn  of  the  difeift 
with  which  they  happen  to  be  connedled  j 
in  other  refpedls,  the  treatment  of  fuch 
fores  is  nearly  the  fame  with  thofe  origi- 
nally of  an  unmixed  firople  nature. 

5.  That 
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5.  That,  in  the  tdpical  treatment  oF  ul*- 
Cers  of  every  kind,  the  principal  objetEt  to 
be  kept  ik  irre^,  is;  to  reduce  tbedaj  ^ 
Ixearly  as  poflible  to  i\kt  ftate  of  (impl<i 
purulejEit  fores  J  for  which  puTpo£^  the  di£- 
iferferk  rfemcdies  have  been  poinccd  out  ia 
the  Several  preceding  fedidns. 

6.  That  when  ulcepi  are  once  retiuccd 
to  the  fimple  Hate  above-mentioned,  their 
farthei"  treatnient,  in  general,  becomes  a 

*ffiry  eafy  mattiefrj:  ^  die  cure  is  theft  to 
fce'entiFeiy  effe<9ted  by  a  proper  attention  to 
i?6e  th^  foliowlng  circanvftances. 

I  ft;  Td  thi  mtrbduftioii  of  iri  ifitlcl;  as 
Was  lately  obfervedi  of  fuch  t  fize  as  may 
^arry*  off  nearly  thei  feme  quantify  of  fluida 
4tbicli  the'  fyfteiBt  has,  by  nieaiis  of  the 
^  fc»e;  beert  ac(:uftoraed  to  thi*ow  off, 
;  !wi,  +0  the  prefervation  of  the  thattep 
in  a  jmtnkrit  f6i*ni,  the  federal  means  for 
which  have  been  already  fttlly  pointed  out ; 
iyut  thfe  principal  of  theie,  it  may  be  re- 
inairked,  a^re,  The  avoiding  tvtry  kind  of 
itritatidii,  \yf  nfirig  the  mildeft  dreffinga 
oiily ;  arid  preferving,  in  the  J>art$  affeifted, 
a  proper  degree  of  heat, 

Ee  3^1  To 
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3d,  To  the  application  of  gentle  com- 
preffion,  ^ot  only  upon  the  ulcer  itfelf,  bw 
on  the  neighbouring  found  parts  alfb. 
.  We  haTe  taken  various  opportunities,  in 
the  courfe  of  this  work,  to  recommend  the 
application  of  preffiire  in  the  cure  of  ul- 
cers. In  addition  to  what  we  have  already 
{aid  updn  thi6  point,  we  think  it  Ae^efTary 
to  obferve,  that  this  remedy  it  not  as  yet 
fufficiently  known,  otherWife  it  would  be 
more  generally  employed.  Thofe  wl|0 
have  not  feen  it  ufedy  would  ^arcely  give 
credit  to  the  accounts  we  could  give  of  it* 
Hnivcrfal  utiHty  in  the  cure  of  fores ;  but 
from  much  experience  of  its  efiedls  in  al** 
moflf  every  fpecies  of  fore,  we  can  venture 
to  aflfert,  that  thefe  who  have  not  employed 
it,  have  deprived  their  patients  of  the  moft 
powerful  application  which  has  hitherto 
been  invented  for  the  cure  of  ulcers. 

Thefc  are,  in  fliort,  the  principal  cir^ 
cumftances  to  be  kept  in  view  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  ulcers ;  and  which,  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  preceding  fe<flions,:  have 
been  more  fully  explained. 
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CHIRURGICAL 

E      S      S      A     Y      S. 


PART     III. 

bbfervations  6n  White  Swellings  of 
the  Joints. 


SECTION     I. 

Of  the    Symptoms    and   Caufes    of  White 
Swellings. 


§  1.  General  Remarks  on  White  Swellings. 

THERE  are  not,  probably,  many  dif^ 
orders  to  which  the  human  body  is 
liable,  which  prove  cither  of  worfe  con- 
fequcnces  to  patients,  or  th^t  are  lefs  un- 
£e  ;2  derftood 
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derAood  by  pradlitioaers,  thaa  white  fweU- 
ihgs  of  the  joints;  infomuch  that,  when- 
ever the  difeafe  is  thoroughly  formed^  it 
£5  in  general  confidered  as  incural^le. 

This  oii^ht  certainly  to  be  a  tery  ftrong 
inducement  with  every  praditioner  for 
carrying  his  refearches  with  refpedl  to  it 
as  far  as  poflible ;  arid  will,,  it  is  hoped,  be 
a  fufficient  apology  for  the  following  ob- 
fervations ;  which,  meffely  by  pointing  out 
defedls,  although  no  material  improvement 
flionld  be  fuggefted,.  may  excite  others  to 
more  fuccefsful  inquiries.  If  this  fhould, 
m  any  degree,  be  the  refult  of  the  fdllow- 
ing  remarks,  I  Ihall  always  confider  the 
time  beftowed  on:  them  as  having  been 
ufefuUy  em|)foyed. 

The  term  White  Swfelling  has  com- 
monly been  applied  to  fuch  enlargements- 
of  the  joints  as  are  not  attended  with  ex- 
ternal inflammation  or  difcotouration  of 
the  fkin  and  common  teguments  ;  the 
dniy  fymptoms  TirhicH  at  firft  eommonty 
ttfce  place,  being  a  greater  or  lefs  degree 
of  fwdling,  vtritb  a  deep-feated  pain.  In 
tl^  progrefs  of  xht  difeafe,  indeed,  the 

whole 
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mhfM  fqrroundiqg  pam  come  to  be  fo 
jtanch  afit^dedt  that  indammatioo  ib  at  }aft 
pommuqicated  to  (he  ikin  itfelf ;  an^ 
when  thi$  terminates  in  abfcefles  and  con- 
l^qyent  ulcerations,  it  is  not  at  all  un>- 
cofnmon  to  ^d  a  great  njiany  openings 
Currofinding  the  whole  joints  that  are  f* 
difeafcd. 

Though  there  are^  by  different  writers^ 
leveral  detached  oWcrvations  upon  this 
complaint^ J  yet  no  regular  account  ha$ 
^yer  beea  ^ivem  of  it,  farther  than  what 
^ay  be  met  with  in  general  differtations 
on  difeafe^  of  the  bones^  which  have  air- 
ways been  confidered  as  the  principal  fea$ 
^  fuch  4ifbr4er8« 

§  2.  Different  Species  cf  White  Swellings. 

There  feeua  evidently  to  be  two  diffe- 
rent ijpecies  of  white   fwellinga,  entirely 
Ee  3  diftini^ 

*  Sec  Monro's  Works^  4to,  Edin.  1781,  p.  460.  and 
«  paper  by  Dr  Simpfqa  in  VoL  IV.  of  Edinburgh  Medi* 
cal  EfTays. — See  alfo  a  paper  on  this  fubje<^^  inferted  iu 
^  Collection  of  Pathological  Inquiries  and  Obfervationi 
in  Surgery,  by  Ridiard  Brown  Chefton,  &|rg?©n  *o  ihe 
^plocejfter  IniGr»iary^ 
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diftinft  from  one  another ;  and  as  the  one 
IS  of  a  much  milder  nature  than  the  other, 
and  very  frequently  admits  of"  palliation, 
and  fometimes  even  of  coinpkte  cures; 
which  the  other  never  does,  it  would  fcem 
to  be  a  matter  of  importance  fb  to  charac- 
terife  the  different  varieties,  that  the  one 
may  be  eafily  and  certainly  diftinguifhei^ 
from  the  other.' 

In  this,  however,  as  in  many  other  diC* 
eafes,  the  complaint  has  frequently  been  of 
confiderable  (landing  before  pra<fHtioners 
are  called  in :  So  that  although,  if  feen 
from  the  beginning,  and  through  all  its 
different  ftages,  it  might  generally  be 
eafily  enough  known  of  what  particular 
nature  the  difordcr  in  reality  is ;  yet,  when 
it  is  far  advanced,  and  when  ail' exaS  hi- 
f^ory  of  the  fymptoms  cannot  be  obtained 
^rom  patients  themfelves,  it  is  often  im- 
poflible  to  make  any  accurate  or  certain 
diftlndlion  ;  the  fymptoms  of  both  fpecies 
being  in  the  latter  ftages  of  the  difeafe 
commonly  very  fimilar.  * 

When  this,  however,  is  not  the  cafe,  and 
a  practitioner  is  called  in  before  the  fymp- 
toms 
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foms  have  made  any  great  progrefs,  he 

may  commonly,   with  a  little  attention, 

form  almoft  a  certain  judgment  of  the  na^ 

ture  of  the  complaint.    And,  as  I  have  had 

xnany  opportuaities  of  feeing  every  fpecies 

,of  the  diforder^  in  all  its  flages,  I  propofe, 

firft,  To  give  as  exa<5l  an  account  as  pofli- 

We  of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  the  different 

iymptoms  in  each  fjpecies ;  then  to  men^ 

4:ion  the  feveral  appearaaces  of  the  joints^ 

i^hich  in  each  of  them  are  obferyed  on  diC- 

rfedlion,   with  the  moft  common  exciting 

and  predifpofiag  caufes  of  the  diforder; 

and,  ladly,  I  fhali  enumerate  the  differeni: 

remedies  that  I  have  knowii  ufed  for  it^ 

with  their  fevdral  effe<5ls. 

Swellings  of  this  nature^  it  nxay  }pQ  re- 
•marked,  occur  in  every  joint  of  the  body  i 
hut  much  mpre  frequejitly  in  the  large  than 
in  the  fmaller  joints ;  Thus,  at  leaft,  twice 
as  many  are  met  with  in  the  knee  and  ancle 
Joints,  as  in  all  the  reft  of  the  body  befidcs* 

5  I**  Of  the  Symptoms  efthejirji^  or  Rheumatic 
Species  of  White  Swelling. 

^a^  firft,  and  what;  may  be  confid^red 
£e  4  as 
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as  the  ijioft  (nnple,  fpecles  of  the  dt^le^ 
)>cgin8  with  an  acute  pain,  which  feems 
to  be  difiufed  over  the  whole  joint,  and 
/frequently  even  extends  along  the  tendi- 
nous aponeurotic  cypanfions  of  fuch  mus- 
cles as  are  con^ec^ed  with  it.  Tliore  is, 
from  the  beginning,  an  naiform  fwdling 
of  the  whole  fnrroundiag  tegument^,  wluch 
in  diflPerent  patients  is  in  very  different  <Jo* 
grees  j  b\at  it  is  always  fo  confider2rt)le  as  to 
bccafion  an  evident  difference  in  point  of 
fize  between  the  difeafed  and  found  joint 
of  the  oppofite  fide:  A  confiderabie  ten- 
don generally  prevails  ;  butthere  is  feldom, 
in  this  period  of  the  diforder,  any  extern^ 
difcolouration. 

The  patient,  from  the  commenGement 
of  the  difeafe,  fuffers  much  pain  from  the 
motion  of  the  joint;  and  always  find* 
ing  it  eafieft  in  a  relaxed  pofture,  keeps  it 
accordingly  conftantly  bent ;  which  gene- 
rally in  every  fittiation,  but  mor^  efp/Boially 
in  tlie  knee,  produces  a  ftiffnefs  or  hmd  of 
rigidity  in  all  the  flexor  tendons  oi  the 
limb. 

This  rigidity  of  the  tendons  has   by 

many 
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many  ibacnconfideredas  an  original  fyxnjp- 
«oni  cf  tke  diforder ;  fapt  when  dulyit^ 
fended  to^  it  .will  always  be  found  x6  be 
Tatber  a  cotifoqiience  of  the  difeafe,  and  to 
have  ^fen  from  tiie  aboTe-mentioned 
caufe.  In  consequence,  too,  of  the  total 
want  of  ^motion,  which  from  this  circum- 
ftance  48  always  pro^nced,  fuch  joints  m 
a  very  Aort  time  )geiierally  becoi»e  quite 
ilfff  (and  immoveable,  and  feem  frequently 
10  be  in  a  (laice  of  x:Qmple{e  and  :real 
anchylo&s. 

If  the  dafoflrder^  either  by  nature  or  by 
the  efiec^s  of  proper  xc^uc^es,  i$  ]»ot  novf 
carried  off,  the  iwelling,  which  originally 
was  not  perhaps  very  confiderable,  begins 
gradtr^ly  to  augment,  and  goes  on  tiU  it 
fometimjBS  increafes  to  twice,  or  even  Chrice 
^he  natural  fize  of  the  part. 

The  oiticular  tveins  become  turgid  and 
varicofe  j  die  limb  below  the  fwelling  de- 
cays confidjerably  in  its  flelhy  mufcular 
fubftance, .  at  the  fame  time  that  it  fre- 
quently acquires  an  equality  in  point  of 
thicknefs,  by  becoming  oedematous ;  the 
pain    tvrns    more    intolerable,   efpecially 

when 
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when  the  patient  is  warm  in  bed  or  is 
otherwiie .  heated  ;  and  abfcei&s  form  in 
different  parts  of  the  fwelli^g,  and  run  ia 
all  different  diredions,  whilft  at  the  fam^ 
time  they  frequently  do  not  appear  to 
communicate  with  one  another. 

In  all  thefe  abfcefTes,  a  fludluation  of  a 
fluid,  upon  preffure,  is  generally  evident, 
as  i?  the  cafe  in  every  colledlion  of  matter 
not  very  deep  fe^;ted;  but,  independently 
of  the  flu(fluat|on,  all  fuch  fwellings  afford 
a  very  peculiar  elaftic  feel ;  yielding  to 
preflure,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  do 
kiot$  like  oedematous  fwellings,  retain  the 
'mark,  but  inftantly  rife  again  as  foon  ai 
the  preflure  is  removed. 

Thefe  different  coUeAions,  either  upon 
breaking  of  themfelves,  or  on  being  laid 
open,  difcharge  confiderable  quantities  of 
matter,  which  at  firft  is  generally  puru- 
lent, and  of  a  pretty  good  confiflence :  it 
fbon,  however,  degenerates  into  a.  thin  fe* 
tid  ill-digefted  fanies ;  and  has  never,  at 
leaft  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  dif- 
charged,  any  remarkable  influence  isi  re* 
ducing  the  fizc  of  the  fwellings,  which 

'ftiil 
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ftill  retain  nearly  their  former  dimen-r 
Sons,  • 

If  the  orifices  from  whence  fuch  mat-* 
fers  flow  are  not  by  art  kept  open,  they 
very  fbon  heal  up;  and  new  colle(5lions 
forming  in  different  parts,  again  break 
Out  and  heal  as  before;  So  tljiat,  in  long- 
cbntinued  diforders  of  this  kind,  the  whole 
iurrounding  teguments'  are  often  entirely 
covered  with  cicatrices  that  remain  after 
fuch  ulcers. 

Long  before  the  diforder  has  arrived  at 
this  ftate,  the  patient's  health  has  gene- 
rally iuffered  confiderably ;  firft,  from  the 
violence  of  the  pain,  which  is  often  (6, 
great,  as  t6  take  away  entirely  both  fleep 
and  appetite ;  and  then,  from  the  abforp- 
tion  of  matter  into  the  fyftem,  which  al- 
ways takes  place  in  fame  degree  from  its 
firft  formation  in  the  different  abfcefles ; 
but  which,  inj^eed,  never  appears  fo  evident- 
ly, till  the  feveral  collections  either  burft 
of  themfelvcs  or  are  by  incifion  laid  open ; 
when  a  quick  pulfe,  night-fweats,  and  a 
weakening  diarrhoea,  always  certainly  oc- 
9ur  J   and  generally,  at  lall,  carry  off  the 

patient. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


444  Of  thi  Symptmf  aand        Rtrtll!* 

patient^  if  due  member  ^e  not  Map^tated, 
or  if  a  cure  of  the  diford«r  be  not  oihi^n 
wife  effe^d 

Thefe  are  the  fey«ral  fjrjivptqpis  of  tbk 
fpecips  ftf  whk#  fwdlipi;,  in  ftH  m  ^i^r^ 
Wtftiages^  We&41  w>w,5  a*  was  pr^^pck 
£ed,  eniWAcratP  thQ  ^api^aranccs  wbkh  m 
general  «-$  qj>fenred  <»  idifl^ing  fiwJt 
f^eUed  joints  ^ftcs*  amp^tatiQA  /9f  t^ 
«Be»ber. 

€  4.  Appearances  ohfervedon  Diffi^im^  in  the  Rbeu^ 
viatic  Species  of  White  Swelling. 

In  fome  cal(ies,  t^  paioi  e?«n  ip  this  ^piev 
?ies  of  the  coijaplaint,  is  from  the  begiuniog 
fb  yiojent,  that  pra^tiQn?« are  Jed  atones 
to  conclude  it  to  be  of  tfcie  w^rft  and  m^ 
incurabje  kind :  And  patiientas,  rather  tfaas 
fuffer  a  long  continuance  of  fuch  a  tor- 
ment, as  it  is  oft^n  attended  with,  and  after 
all  remain  uqcertain  whedier  ;a  cprc  is  to  be 
obtained,  frcqueotly  prefer  the  immediate 
amputation  of  the  member* 

Several  fuch  inflances  I  have  foen,  where 
the  operation  has  been  performed  in  very 
early  periods  of  the  difbrdo:.     In  all  of 

thefe, 
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tltefe,  ^  £)&1^  preternatiiipal  a^^iioa  ol>- 
ftvti^  Gh  kyitlg  oped  ifeie  fweUin^s^  was, 
n  coiifidfSr^bk^  morbid  thicknefs  of  the  far- 
iCduttdififg  UgattientS)  without  an^  difeale 
of  the  joiat  whatever  j  the  bones  and  caf- 
iMageal  alwatys  fefttaifring  fwffe^ly  fonnd, 
Md  Ch^  iytiovla  in  a  ]:kattit  d  coiidkioa  both 
a«  to  q»dtttity  and  coi^ft^nc*. 

This  thiekeftidg  of  the  ligaments,  tho* 
in  geneWiHtappeSrs  in  t  greater  or  lef» 
dftgretf  adcordirig  as  the  complaint  has 
lieen  of  Ifi«iger  or  fhcWtefr  dtirati^n,  yet  we 
do  not  find  that  it  allways  does  fo ;  for  in 
feffier<iceiM  irfft«lC6s,  the  ligaiftetits  have 
iplpeired  itiort  difeafed  than  in  othei^s 
^here  thd  difordef  had  e6iltitiucd  longer: 
In  the  former;  ittdded,  the  fymptomi  'w^ertt 
•alDfriys  found  to  havi  been  Vei'y  viokht. 

In  the  more  advanced  flages  of  th^"  di^ 
brd^,  tfrhen  abfcefles  hare  formed  iri  dif- 
ittttLX.  parts  %  ^-htfii  the  iiain  has  beea  loft^ 
Yery  violent,  with  gf^at  addition  of  fwell- 
itig  J  06  kyittg  open  the  pattS,  the  thidfc- 
eliing  of  the  ligaments  is  then  found  to  be 
more  confiderable,  and  is  generally*  if  uoc 
JthrayS,  attended  #ith  aa  cfiUfioa,  into  the 

fur- 
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furrounding  cellular  fubflance,  of  a  (luck 
glairjr  oUttcr,  which  appears  to  be  dk 
caufe  of  that  elaftic  feel  peculiar  to  fuch 
fwcUings  formerly  taken  notice  of  in  the 
defcription.  ,  * 

The  different  abfcefles  or  colle£lion8  of 
.matter  are  found  to  run  in  various  direc- 
tions through  thi>  glairy  albuminous  copr 
geflion,  without,  however,  feeming  to  mil 
with  it,.  In  fome  few  inftances,  agaid, 
together  with  collei^ions  of  pus,  a  great 
many  fmall  hydatides  are  obferved ;  an^ 
in  the  farther  progrefs  of  the  difbrder,  aU 
thefe  together  form  fuch  a  confuied  mais 
of  different  matters  and  fubftances,  that  it 
is  almoft  impofEble,  by  difledion,  to  pro- 
cure a  more  difUndt  view  of  them,  than 
what  prefents  itfelf  on  their  firft  being  laid 
open. 

Even  all  thefe  appearances  I  have  met 
with^  without  any  affi^on  of  the  bones 
of  the  joint;  which,  together  with  the 
furrounding  cartilages,  upon  cutting  thro* 
the  capfular  ligaments,  remained  perfedly 
found. 

When,  however,  by  a  very  lopg  conti- 
nuance 
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nuance  of  the  complaint,  theie  ligaments 
come  to  be  corroded  by  the  4ifferent  col- 
lections of  matter,  thf  cartilages,  and  in 
coniequence  the  bo^es^.  are  very  foon 
broutght  to  fttffer ;  the  latter  becoming  ca^ 
riou$,  at  foon  as  the  fdrmer,  by  the  acri- 
mony of  the  matter^  have  been  abraded. 

The  tendons .  of  the  flexor  mnfcles^ 
which  are  always  in  this  difeafe,  as  was  al- 
ready mentioned,  very  >ftiff  and  much  con- 
tracted, dp  not,  upon,  difledion,  exhibit 
any  evidently  morbid  appearances,  either 
with  refpedt  to  hardnefs  or  enlargement* 
We  ihall  now,  as  was  propoied,  give  a 
defcription  of  the  p^er  :^cies  of  the  dif-^ 
orden 

%  S"   W  ^^^  Symptom  rf  the  more  inveteraU  or 
Scropbuhui  Species  tf  White  Swelling. 

In  this  fpeciea  of  the  difeafe^  the  p^n  is 
Henerally  more  acute  than  in  the  other} 
ai^d,  inftead  of  being  diffufed,  it  is  more 
confined  to  a  particular  fpot,  moft  fre* 
quently  to  the  very  middle  of  the  joint. 

In 
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In  rom«  id^Mices  t  hzt^  ISDdWst  ^e  pet- 
tienta  fay,  tberf  cmiM  (So^er  tke  w6ok 
|>aiQed  part  ^tii  at  crd^iwpi>M«  df  lef^. 

The  fwtirmij;  ie  *t  Irft  con^liwddy  twy 
ineaxifiderabfer  ki  fd'^ttcfk  tlMat,  ^  f&tl^ 
occarRc»i&,  evsMk  Wkdn'  th«  ptliA  bsto  beta 
very  tioldnt,  KfttTe  diffefcrt^;-  iA  |toiD4t  etf 
fize,  could  be  obfc*ved  betW£«tt-  ti^dlf- 
cafed  jbiitt  arid  the  oppbAte  fotuki  dn«« 

r«  thi«i  a*  itt  i^lte  othtt  ^i'da  of  the  dif» 
eaftr,  the 'fcaft^gWtf  of  Drtoridn  af*^ 
i^ves  very  gfeat  patni:  fb  that  the  jcttttt 
being  fcerti  t66*'  conflaHtly  kept  i*  a  beht 
^fiticm,  ftifiheft  andr^iditybf'tfre  teff* 
dons  come  Ftke^^e  fooii  to  btpftkJtteed. 

As  the  diforder  advances,  the  pain  tanw 
more  violent,  and  the  fwelling  becomes 
more  confideraWe,  with  ftH  evlderitt  en* 
largement  of  the  dadf  of  Iboii  bsties  as 
compofe  the  joints. 

foprotiefs  of  -tilrie;  iMe  tiliaor  Acquires 
that  elaftic  feel'  fbi'niefly  tafecfr  iiodce  o^ 
•varicofe  verris  zppiidii  over  rti  Atrface,  a*id 
Colledioris  oFtnatter  occur  in  diflferent  parti 
erf  if,  TEefr,  ttpbnbiafftinjg;6r  being  kid 
>  open,- 
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'Open,  difchargi  cotifiderablc  quaiitirics 
ibmetitnes  of  a  purulent-like  matter,  but 
moft  frequently  of  a  thin  fetid  fanies ;  and 
if  a  probe  be  introduced^  and  can  be  pafTed 
to  the  bottoul  of  the  ibres^  the  bones  art 
found  carious,  and  pieces  of  then!  are  often 
dilcharged  at  the  opeiiings. 

On  the  farther  <:ontintiance  of  the  dif- 
orderj  th6  conftitutipn  comes  here  likewife^ 
to  fuffer  as  in  the  firft  fpecies  of  the  dif- 
eafe  ^  and  a  diarrhoei  with  night- fweats 
commencing,  the  paitient,  though  natu- 
rally perhaps  of  the  fulleft  habit,  is  redu- 
ced by  k>fe  of  fleih,  to  tht  moft  extreme 
weaknefs. 

§  5.  Appearances  obferved  on  Di[fe6tton^  in  the 
Scrophulous^pecies  of  White  Swelling. 

When  fuch  joints  are  difledied,  either 
after  death,  or  after  amputation  pf  the 
member  in  thefirft  ftages  of  the  diforder, 
the  foft  parts  feem  to  be  very  little  affeded: 
but  in  all,  even  the  flighteft  that  I  had  ever 
.an  opportunity  of  feeing,  there  Was  con- 
ftantly  obferved,  an  enlargement  either  of 
the  whole  ends  of  the  bonci,  or  of  their 
Ff  cpiphyfes} 
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cptphyfed ;  frequently  of  tbofe  «a  one  fide* 
of  th^  joint  c»ly;  ill  others,  again,  thfe 
bones  on  both  fides  have  been  aflfeiSted. 

This  etiJ^rgewieBt  ftttiietimes^ocaM^  mth- 
*o«t  atty  other  evident  difeafe  :  btlt  in  ge*- 
l[ieral,^nd  a^lways  in  a  tno*iB  advanced  ftate 
of  the  complaint,  the  foft  ^ngy  parts  of 
inch  bitmeis^  attie  foia^nd  to  %e  diflolved  iftto 
a  thin,  fluid,  fetid  matter ;  and  that  too, 
-in  fome  eafes,  witfcotit  the  cartilages  ^hich 
^rroand  them  feeming  to  be  nMich  aflt^led. 
^n  ^oc^fs  of  tifi^,  however,^e<art3ftge^ 
come  lifccwife  to  be  dMfolved ;  and  ^cn 
the  different  matters,  namely,  tie  diflbl*' 
ved  bones  and  fofter  parts,  mixed  ^IKto* 
gether,  exhibit,  when  fuch  fwdlings  arc 
laid  open,  a  flill  more  confafed  coiledion 
than  is  generally  obferved  even  in  the 
^orfe  ftages  of  the  other  Ipcdes  ofthe  dif^ 
* -order. 

Although  it  was  remarked,  that  in  the 
•early  periods  of  the  complaint,  the  flir- 
Tonnding  fbft  parts  do  not  always  appear 
t:o  be  much  affe<!l:ed ;  yet,  in  its  farther 
progrefs,  they  like  wife  are  generally  brought 
to  fujSer.     The  ligaments  become  thick- 
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ened,  and  the  contiguous  cellular  mem- 
brane filled  with  that  vifcid  glairy  kind  of 
matter  we  mentioned  when  fpeaking  pf 
the  other  fpecLe^  of  the  diforder. 


S  7*  ^ftbe  Caufes  of  White  Swellings  of  the 
Joints. 

Havino  thus  given  a  particular  account 
iof  the  difj&r^nt  appearances  generally  ob- 
ierved  in  bbth  fpecies  of  white  fwdliog^ 
we  come  now,  in  courfe,  to  the  confidera^ 
tion  of  the  different  caules  which  tend  to 
jproduce  them :  And,  to  go  on  in  dbe  iame 
brder  with  the  defcriptions  that  have  becQ 
jgiven,  we  (hall  firfl  enumerate  thofe  that 
aire  particularly  coane<5ted  with  th»t  which 
we  termed  the  firft  or  rheumatic  ^pecie^ 
of  the  disorder. 

All  fuch  ftrains  may  be  mentioned  a^ 
caufes,  as  particularly  affed  the  ligaments 
of  the  joints,  fo  as  to  produce  inflamma- 
tion ;  iikewife  bruiiis,  luxations  of  the 
bones,  and  in  fhort  every  derangemenjt 
which  can  in  any  degree  be  attended  with 
that  effed. 

Ff  2  \  A 
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A  rheumatic  difpofition,  or  Diathefis  as 
it  18  termed, .  may  here  too  be  taken  notice 
of  as  a  principal  caufe  of  this  ^cies  of 
white  /welling;  for,  in  every . rheumatic 
aflPedlion,  the  parts  mod  liable  to  be  at- 
tacked are  the  ligaments  of  the  joints^  a^d 
other  deep'-feated  membranes.  The  dif^ 
orders  occurring  moft  frequently  in  the 
large  joints,  cfpecially  in  the  knee,  is  a 
ftrong  argument  too  for  fuppofing  that  the 
rheumatic  difpoiition  has  a  confiderable 
influence  in  its  production;  for  it  is  weH 
known,  that  rheumatifm,  in  its  moft  evi- 
deut  form,  does  really  more  frequently 
attack  the  larger  joints  than  any  of  the 
fmaller :  And^  in  facEl,  we  find  rfiis  fpecies 
of  whit€  fwellitig  occurs  more  frequenriy 
in  youiig  plethoric  people,  in  whom  the 
rheumatic  diathefis  moft  frequently  pre^ 
vails,  than  it  ever  does  in  thofe  of  an  op- 
pofite  temperament. 

That  it  is  the  ligaments  of  the  joints 
only  which  arc  firft  affedted  in  this  difor- 
dcr,  is  from  the  hiftory  pf  the  diiTeiflions 
rendered  evident  ;^  thefe,  in  the  firft  ftages 
of  the  complaint,  being  almoft  the  only 

parts' 
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parts  that  are  found  difeafcd.  The  effu- 
fions,  into  the  cellular  membrane,  of  that 
thick  glairy  matter  we  have  taken  notice  pf^ 
are  probably  occafioned  by  an  exfudation 
from  the  veflels  of  thofe  ligaments  that  have 
been  originally  inflamed,  as  it  is  known 
that  fuch  parts  never  furnifh  a  proper  fluid 
for  the  formation  of  purulent  matter :  In 
the  courfe  of  the  difeafe,  indeed,  abfcefles 
containing  real  pus  do  always  appear ;  but 
never  till  inflammation  has  been  commu- 
nicated to  the  furrounding  parts,,  which 
more  readily  afford  a  fluid  proper  for  this 
purpofe. 

I  would  therefore,  upon  the  whole,  con-- 
elude,  that  this  fpecies  of  white  fwelling 
is  at  firft  always  occafioned  by  an  inflanv- 
matory  or  rheumatic  affection  of  the  liga-^ 
ments  of  fuch  joints  as  it  attacks,  from 
whatever  caufe  fuch  inflammation  may  o^ 
riginally  have  proceeded.  .      • 

The  other  fpecies  of  the  diford^r,  ftx>m 
all  the  fymptoms  enumerated,  and  frpm  the 
different  appearances  on  difledtion,  feemg 
/evidently  to  be  origioally  an  affe^ion  of 
the  bones  i  the  furrounding  foft  part3  co- 

F  f  3  min^ 
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filing  only  to  fuffer  in  the  progrefs  of  the 
difeafe,  from  their  conne(5lion  with  and  vi- 
cinity to  thefe. 

Thid  fpecies  of  white  fwelling  very  fel- 
dom  occurs  as  the  confequence  of  any  ex- 
ternal accident.  It  generally  begins  with* 
out  the  patient's  being  in  the  leaft  able  to 
account  for  it.  From  the  eflfedls  ufually 
jproduced  on  the  bones  which  it  attacks,  it 
would  appear  to  be  a  fpecies  of  the  real  fpi- 
na  ventofa ;  and  which,  again,  is  very  pro* 
Ibably  a  difeafe  of  the  fame  nature  in  the 
bones  that  fcrophula  is  of  the  foft  parts. 
Indeed,  the  appearances  of  the  two  difbr- 
ders,  after  making  allowances  for  their  dif-. 
ferent  fituations;  are  exceedingly  fimilar  < 
they  both  begin  with  cqnfidcrable  enlarge* 
inents  or  fwellings  of  the  parts  they  in- 
vade ;  which  afterwards  in  both,  too,  ge- 
herally  end  in  evident  idcerations  ;  and 
they  both  likeWife  frequently  occur  in  the 
famS  person,  and  at  the  fame  time. 

It  is  likewife  obferved,  that  this  fpecici 
of  white  fwelling  is  generally  either  attend- 
ed with  other  evident  fymptoms  of  fcro- 
phula fubfifting  at  the  time;   or  that  the 

patient 
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patUnc  in  an  earlier  period  of  life  has  been 
Cbbj^A  to  that  difeaie  ;  or,  what  is  nearlji? 
the  fame,  that  he  is  defcended  from  fcro- 
phulqus  parents,  and  confequ^ntly  moil, 
pjfobatbly  has  the  feeds  of  that  difeafe  lurk- 
iag  in  his  coaditution^ 

From  all  thefe  circumftances,  it  may  I 
think  with  probability  be  concluded,  that 
this  fpecies  of  white  fwelling  is  commonly, 
if  not  always,  of  a  fcFophulous  nature: 
And  as  it  has.  already  been  fhown,  that  the 
Other  ipecies  of  the  dilbrder  is  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  an  inflammatory,  or  what  we  have 
termed  a  Rheumatic,  aSe(5lion ;  and  a  tho- 
rough diftincflion  of  the  two  diflferent  fpe- 
cies being,  in  the  treatment^  a  matter  of 
much  importance  j  it  will  not  here  be  im- 
proper to  give  a  fhort  enumeration  of  the 
feveral  diagnoftic  or  mofl;  charadleriftic 
fyinptoms  of  each. 

§  8.  Diagnojis. 

The  pain  in  the  white  fwelling  from  a 

rheumatic  difpofition,   is  always,   as  was 

formerly  remarked,  from  the  beginning, 

iliffufcd  over  the  whole  joint,  and  on  fome 

F  f  4  occafioAS 
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pccafions  extends  even  a  confiderable  way 
along  the  mufcles  that  are  attached  to  it : 
Whereas,  in  the  other  fpecies  of  the  difor- 
der,  the  pain  is  not  only  always  at;  firft,  but 
ibmetimes  even  when  the  complaint  has 
been  of  confiderable  (landing,  confined  to 
a  very  fmall  circumfcribed  fpace. 

In  the  forper,  the  fwelling  is  always 
confined  to  the  foft  parts,  and  is  from  the 
beginning  exceedingly  evident :  but,  in  the 
latter,  there  is  fcldom  foj;  fome  time  any 
perceptible  fwelling ;  and  when  it  does 
more  fenfibly  appear,  the  bones  are  found 
evidently  to  be  the  parts  chiefly  afiedled, 
tjie  furrounding  teguments  coming  only 
to  fufier  on  the  further  progrefs  pf  the  6xU 
eafe.  \   ^     '  ^ 

Thefe  are  the  chief  local  difFerences  of 
the  two  fpecies  of  this  difbrder  ;  but  fome 
aflidance  in  th6  diftindion  may  likewifc  be 
obtained,  from  confidering  the  general  ha- 
bit of  the  patient,  and  the  manner  in  which 
the  complaint  may  feem  to  have  been  pro- 
duced. 

Thus,  when  fuch  fwellings  occur  in 
young,  ftrong,  plethoric  people,  and  efpe- 
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cially  in  thtofe  who  have  formerly  been  fub- 
j^dl  to  rheumatifm  j  whether  they  have  been 
the  imiftediate  confeqiiences  of  external 
accidents  or  not^  they  will  moft  probably 
always  prove  to  be  of  the  mildeft  or  rheu- 
matic fpecies  of  the  diforder. 

Whereas,  when  fwellings  of  this  nature 
appear  in  fuch  p^tient^  a3  are  otherwiie  evi- 
dently of  fcrophulous  difpofitions  ;  where, 
together  with  a  fine  fkin  and  delicate  com- 
plexion, there  are  either,  on  examination, 
found  to  be  hardened  glands  in  the  neck, 
arm  pits,  or  inguina ;  or  it  is-difcovered 
that  the  patient  piay  be  liable  to  fuch  com- 
plaints from  inheritance  ;  when  either  any* 
or  all  of  thefe  circumftances  occur,  and  if 
the  diforder  has  begun  in  the  manner  for- 
merly defcribed,  without  any  evident  ex- 
ternal caufe,  we  need  be  under  very  little 
doubt  in  concluding  it  to  be  of  a  fcrophu- 
lous nature. 

The  great  utility  of  properly  diftinguifh* 
ing  the  two  different  fpecies  of  white  fwell- 
ing  appears  in  no  circumftance  fo  evident 
as  in  the  treatment :  In  the  one,  there  is 
ibme  chance^  by  proper  remedies,  of  being 
*  fer- 
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ferviccable  to  the  patient ;  whereas  ia  the 
other,  viz.  in  the  fcrophuloiis,  it  is  not  pro- 
bable that  art  will  ever  be  able  to  ajBror4 
much  ailiflance. 


SECTION    IL 

Of  the  Traaiment  of  White  Sivellings. 


^  I.  Of  the  Effects  of  an  Antiphlt^i/iU  Courfe  iff 
the  Rheumatic  Species  of  White  Swellinz^ 

IN  the  rheiunatic  white  fwelling,  as  it  i^ 
always  at  firft  evidently  of  an  inflam- 
matory nature,  confiderabk  advantage!^ 
are  commonly  obtained  by  a  due  attentioq 
to  a  proper  antiphlogiftic  couric. 

The  firft  remedy  which,  with  this  view, 
fhould  be  employed,  is  blopd-letting  ;  but, 
inftead  of  general  evacuations  from  the 
arm  or  elfewhere,  it  proves  always  more 
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efFedliial  to  take  the  blood  immediately 
from  the  part  affedled.  Cupping  and  fca- 
rifying  is  here  a  principal  remedy*  The 
inftrument  fhould  be  applied  to  each  fide 
of  the  difeafed  joint ;  on  each  fide  of  the 
rotula,  for  inftance,  when  the  knee  is  the 
part  affeded  ;  'at  kaft  eight  or  ten  ounces 
of  blood  fliould  be  difch^rged ;  and  this 
fhould  be  repeated  at  proper  intervals,  once, 
twicc^  or  oftener,  according  to  the  violence 
of  the  fymptoms  and  ftate  of  the  patient's 
(Irength  at  the  time. 

In  the  ordinary  way  of  difcharging  only 
an  ounce  or  two  of  blood  by  this^  opera- 
tion, it  has^  in  general,  very  little  or  no 
influence ;  but  in  ^be  quantities  mention- 
ed, which,  by  thofe  accuftomed  to  the 
pradlice,  are  conamonly  eafily  obtained,  it 
is  mod  frequently  attended  with  very  con- 
Cderable  efFe(5ls, 

It  muft  here^  be  obferved,  that  cupping 
is  in  thefe  cafes  much  fuperior  to  the  ap- 
plication of  leeches ;  which  is  not  only  a 
more  tedious  method,  of  procuring  the  fame 
quantity  of  blood,  but  the  fwelling  occa- 
fiont^d  by  the  application  of  any  confider- 
'   '    '  '      *  able 
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able  number  of  them  proves  frequently 
very  troijblefbme ;  and,  what  is  often  of 
worfe  confequence,  it  frequently  gives  an 
interruption,  for  a  time,  to  the  ufe  of 
other  remedies.  In  fome  inllances,  how- 
ever, when  the  fwelling  of  the  joint  is  con- 
fiderable,  it  proves  difficult,  or  even  im- 
pradlicable,  to  procure  a  fuffictent  quantity 
of  blood  by  cupping :  In  fuch  cafes,  we 
are  under  the  neceffity  of  applying  leeches, 
which  feldom  fail  of  obtaining  as  much 
blood  as  is  required. 

Upon  the  anterior  part  of  the  joint, 
where  the  cupping-glafles  or  leeches  have 
not  been  placed,  a  fmall  blifter  fhould  be 
diredlly  applied ;  and  the  part  fhould  be 
kept  open  with  ifTue-ointment,  till  the 
wounds  from  whence  the  blood  was  dif- 
charged  are  fo  far  healed,  that  a  veficatory 
may  likcwife  be  kid  on  one  fide  of  the 
joint ;  and  as  foon  as  this  i&  neaily  healed, 
the  other  fide  fhould  be  alfo  bliftered. 

By  thus  alternately  applying  them,  firft 
to  the  one  fide,  ^d  then  to  the  other,  aU 
moft  a  conftant  ftimulus  is  kejrt:  up ;  which, 
in  deep  feated    infiammations,  fcems  to 

have 
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h^ve  fully  a  itxor6  powerful  influence  than 
all  the  difcbarge  occaiioned  by  bliftcrs. 

Gentle  cooling  laxatives,  at  proper  in- 
tervals, are  here  of  ufe  too :  and  the  pa- 
tient flioutd,  in  every  refped,  be  kept  upon 
a  ftridl  antiphlogiftic  courfe,  both  as  to 
diet  and  every  other  circumftance  :  Frpm 
a  due  attention  to  which,  with  a  continu- 
anee  of  the  topical  treatment  already  re- 
commended, I  have  frequently  obferved 
Tcry  confiderabk  adyintages,  more  indeed 
than  from  any  other  remedies  I  had- ever 
an  opportunity  of  ufing  in  this  com- 
plaint. 

It  is  in  die  firft  ftages  only,  however,  of 
tixe  difeafe,  that  fuch  a  courfe  can  probably 
be  of  much  fervice  j  and  in  thefe,  I  am, 
frcftn  experience,  convinced,  that  it  has 
frequently  efie<5led  cure^  in  cafes  which 
otberwife  would  probably  have  proceeded 
to  the  lail  ftages  of  white  fwelling. 

The  original  inflammatory  aflFedion  be- 
ing removed,  drains  of  this  kind  feem  to 
have  little  or  no  influence ;  and  ought  not 
now  to  be  long  perfifted  in,  as  they  tend 
K»  prevent    the   ufe    of    other  remedies, 

which> 
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which,  in  an  advanced  ftatc  of  the  difeafci 
prove  commonly  more  efficacious. 

%  2.  Of  the  Effeds  (f  Mercury^  Fri^ion^  and  other 
Remedies^  in  the  more  advanced  Stages  rf  White 

Swelling* 

The  Inflammation  beiiig  moftlygone, 
and  while  thfere  are  yet  no  appeariuices  of 
the  formation  of  matter,  mercury  I  have 
ibmetimes  known  of  ufe  ;  not  given  £b  as 
to  faliVate,  bot  merely  to  afifec^  the  moudL 
gently,  and  to  keep  it  fontewhat  ibre  for  a 
few  weeks. 

The  beft  form  6f  ufing  mercury,  in  fucli 
tafes,  is  certainly  by  way  of  unfiion;  as 
it  allows,  at  the  fame  tin;ie,  <)f  the  applica- 
tion of  fridlion,  which  in  all  fuch  fwell- 
ings  may  of  itfelf  a^n  fome  meafure  be^on* 
lidered  as  a  remedy.  For  this  pcopofe,  an 
ointment  <if  quickiilver  and  hog's  lard 
ihould  be  ptrepared ;  h\A  with  fo  fmall  a 
proportion  of  the  former,  that  two  drachms 
of  the  ointtoient  may  be  fafely  Tubbed  in, 
three  times  a-day.  In  order  to  rub  in  that 
quantity  of  the  medicine  with  gentle  fric- 
tion^ and  fo  as  to  receive  all  the  advaiuage^ 

that 
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^liat  attend  the  pra^tke^  an  hour  at  leaft 
:fiiould  be  fpenc  oich  t^me  ^n  rubbing ;  fbr^ 
iiawdper  ufeful  fridion  in  fnch  cafes  may 
be  VTiien  properly  applied^  in  the  ordinary 
T^ay  of  continuing  the  remedy  for  a  few 
tninutiqs  only,  it  is  not  probable  it  ever  can 
have  mtich  influence. 

Gentle  ©Mrcurials,  given  internally,  are 
here  fometimes  of  fervice  too ;  but,  as  all 
the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  them 
in  this  form  are  obtained  from  the  unc- 
tion, together  V7ith  any  benefit  that  may 
enfue  from  thefri<5lion  ufed  in  applying  it, 
the  latter  ihould  certainly  be  preferred. 

By  Le  ©ran,  and  other  French  writers, 
falls  of  warm  water  on  fwellirigs  of  this 
nature  are  much  recommended ;  and  there 
is  much  reafon  to  think-,  that  a  long  con- 
tinued and  reiterated  application  of  this' 
remedy,  may,  in  the  firft  flages  of  thefc 
complaints,  be  often  attended  with  very 
good  effecfts.  Of  this,  indeed,  I  have  now 
had  'many  opportunities  of  being  con- 
vinced j  and,  from  the  v^^ll-known  relax- 
ing property  of  moifture  when  conjoined 
with  heat,  there  is  the  greateft  reafon  to 

.  imagine, 
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prpve  morcii^tviceable >ia  diioi^l^i^i^t^f^tti^ 
kind,  than  periupsany  9Uj^rfrfi9iQdy;^      ..^, 
la  the:  uicjc>f.wMqi;^?Rter  Jii4;         of 
white  fwelUng^.the  fri^tioa  occafiQoed^>|r 
its  fall  oa  tbe^4)art9  ind^pepdeDt  of*j^uery 
other  icircvuaftaoce,  may*  prol;»hl7  iuive4 
▼Qry  codQwierablc  influence^:  At  leali  this, 
I  thinJk,.  ia  the  ^mcipaLeffecSl  which. cq14 
water  cao,  ijx  this  way  produce;  I  J^s^T^ 
inp wu  it .  frcqwatly  lofed^  ^  ap4i .  pa  fpipe 
oecafions^  wijth  M^aotage^ 
.A   B;y  a  propet  ^fe.pf  ,th^fc  diflfer^^jt  ^ppli- 
c^tioojs,  namely,  >  of  ^he  fev^al  topicaj.  re- 
medies iathq^^rA  or  inQaqomato^y  ftau  of 
the,  jiifeafci  ^d  af^n'^«brds,  >ut  ftill.  bje- 
fgre  t^e/pri|;utipn^of  jRfrtter,  of  i^ 
j&i^ioa,  .^€»  ^^^ffiytna^flipi^  pf  this  xfor 
ture  hftve  l^5^fien;ir4y  ijewpv^d:  Buj»  in 
i»^ja5r.in^Q5:ei,^Y^hj^,*ither  by  thp  uijb  of 
■BDU5;diaac^^  .OT;tij^.2^^^  of  napiiFe^  thje 

iweHing-aud.  pain,  arc  alnjoft  entirely,  or 
c«ea  ^.wholly  rcmaved,  it  frequenttjt  hap- 
pens, by  t^e  ben*,  pofitipn  ,in  whicb  the 

limb 
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Krfib  has  for  i  long  thne  been  kept,  f hjtc 
the  ufe  af  the  joint  cdmes  to  be  entirely  loft, 
as  it  often  eonttai^s  fuch  i,  degree  of  flifFnefs, 
that  any  attempts  to  niore  it  are  commonly 
attended  with  tery  great  pain. 

Unlttekily,  in  all  fuch  (Jafes,  thefe  afFee- 
tions  of  the  joints  have  been  coriftantly  at- 
ttibtited  to  orief  or  other  of  two  differeilt 
canfes,  which  are  both  in  their  nature  in- 
curable ;  namely,  either  to  the  exids  of  fuch 
bbnes  as  compofe  the  joints  having  fun  in- 
to one  another,  fo  as  to  beccftne firmly  cdri- 
joined  in  cdnfequence  of  the  furrounding 
cartilages  beifig  abraded  }  or  to  the  infpif- 
fation,  as  it  is  termed,  of  the  f)  riovia  of  thrf 
joints,  whereby  their  cavities  are  fuppoftd 
to  be  entirely  filled Up,  and  no  fpace  there- 
by left  for  the  motion  of  the  different  bones. 

Both  of  thefe  opinions,  howevet,  I  Can, 
ffom  a  great  number  of  fkAs,  affert  tq  be, 
id  general  at  leaft,  very  ill- founded  •  fdr 
although,  by  an  abraiioil  of  the  c'artilageis 
which  furrouiid  the  difierent  bOnes  at  the 
joints,  an  union  of  their  extremities  ma/ 
very  readily  be  occafionftd,  atidis  no  doubt 
on  (bn>e  oecafions  the  caufe  of  fuch  afffec- 
G  g  tions } 
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tipns  ;  yet,  from  ^,v^riq;jF  of  dii^^io^jiy 
I  ao^  comvinced  4Jiaf  it;  i8:ap^^exqfediag  ra^ 
occHrrence,  and  m  c^f^oi  wb^to  AxrelUtig 
never  happens  but  iu;.  the  mpft  ^dvancrd 
ftages  of  the  diibrder :  the  onfy  c%uiSb  aJt* 
moft  of  the  ftifliiefs  of  tb?  joints*  i||  fock 
cafes,  being  tha$  crm^r^^K^kd  (late  o^  the 
flexor  te^do^s,  iotif^]^  taJsen  npt^ce.f^  in 
the  deicription ;  a£  li^ait  in  .zunejCe^n  cafe^ 
out  of  twenty  it  feexns  to  be  fa 

TberQ  i&  nothing  iodeed  mpre  deeeivipg. 
i^iAff  t^  feel  on  fuch  ocqsifions ;  ioit  wbeo^ 
the  diiorder  has  beex^  of  long  duratjpn,,  the 
lliffnefs  and  iof^obility  of  tha?  jpijit,,are 
gcner;^!!)^  ^  xxmfiderabde,  as,  at  firft  fi^jbt, 
m  make, it  feem  very  probabk,  or  almoft 
certaii^  that  a  real  co^ijua<flion  of  the 
bone^  Jiad  taken  place :  Maijuy  infta^ce^.  o| 
this  I  ha^  k^own^  which  ^d  beeo^.  ^ 
^^l<>J^g J^wfilf^^re^  as  r^al^anchylofq^  o^  d>p 
wqyft  kip4  >  1^^^  ^bicliv  on  diffedioaj  were 
eonftantly  fpu^d  to  py^^eed  ajaerely  firoqi:* 
cpntra%fl  ftate  ofi .  t^e  i%?LOf  m\i(yes  a|vd 

:WitJi,^Afpp<J]ttothe  other-ppinioB,  wJiii?!* 
forjDaerJyi^pfevailed.  io   .i*ftivefially,.  and 
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^hicfi-fe  ftili  tdd  by  nftaiiy,  that  aflfeaioitt 
bf  tlM«  kifed  gtocfaUf  pfdteed  Hcdm  aA 
k^^f^&ted  ftate  of  ^e  r;f^(iV}^I  duM;  it  Mi 
ibr  jEbnttr  time  4teeft  i^ch  dottfe^ed  by 
iBKQty  louitomifti,' whietber  or  not  fueh  i 
date  of'  thait  fiui^  ever'  odcurs ;  and  fiwn 
kH  tke  o{lpormiutks«I  ha^  had  of  diffe^^^ 
iiig  tack  diHikieA  jfnniSf  lanimtidh  ^n<* 
1l#Jecd,ebrtit^^^itl<€Til€vek•does(  tikb' J>k€e,Of 
at  leaft  that  it  i*  atti  exteediiig  rafd  occur* 
irWiGe/  Fbr,  1h  frrery te*fc:=of  this^  kind  I  hav« 
ihet%t^,  e^ii  whf^n  kht  dil^a^  had  be^a 
ijjf^vef'y'longf  coiitiriiiattc^i  if'th^  cApM&i 
Kgamefttof  the  'jtbint  rettoaihcd  liiitfividfcdi  fo 
tfe«  nd  rriattej;  from  this  ru^^ftdthgfJrft 
parts  got  admittance,  and' wheii  the^ds  of 
the  bones  wefe  net  beconle  carious,  the  fy- 
ft'dvii  kfwiys  tetafedd  its  natural  coldur  knd 
confifllence  :■  &6  th^  it  is  very  probable,  the 
ftitttty  ca:tifes  oiFdHiafed  joint*,  which  hard 
hkeh  attribttted  to  afletSlohs  of « fliis  fiuid, 
have  becii  lirOTe  "fotijftded  <m  mere  hypo* 
iheffes,'  tSiart  on  fa^s  iind  tixpdrience. 

As  this  ftififiaefs  of  the  joint,  thrt^forei 

^h'ith.  w^'-t#tAifl  degree  always  octurs 

ki  white  AfeDings,  prodeeds'fetdomor  &e-* 

ver  from  ehher  of  the  caufts  menfionedj 

G  g|  a  •  whicl^ 
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'Which  might  probably  botfh  be  rcoafidtreji 
^  incurable,  buti  mcrelytrffom  a  pretemft^ 
tural  contradtion^of  tha  mxi&les  zxAiXtu^ 
dons;  We.  have  from,  idkis  « circmnfiaiute 
great,  rtafon  ta  eKped,  rfiat,  in  mtmf  fitwi- 
tions,  a»good  deal  may  be  dowe  trnirardi 
its  removal.  And '  ia.  fwft^  them-  :i«  na 
doubt  but  ihac  compkinte  of  this  kind$ 
which  oftjgn  remaiivafter^a^ewy  other  Symp- 
tom of  white  fwclUng;  ha^;  di&pp«Me^ 
may,  on  imiany  oecafions,)  be  remold) 
wefily  by  a  long  continued  ufe  of  r  ei^flJU 
Hent»  :-^veralf  iaftaace$, ,  indeed,  of  thi^ 
J  h^e  -  fee% '  fome  of  which  had^  ibeea 
tfhiOMghtio  b^  o€  the  worft  Ipecies  <rf  an- 
chylofis. 

..Thtf.beftj,  And  probably  the  leaft  oflFen- 
^ve,icm«>l]^«M:  thajt  can  be  ufed,  is  jpujre 
eiive  oil  ai^licd  w^coi.  Astmwdi  ^it  ^ 
eambe  ea^y  «onftir«ed^%  aft  hoitf^^ft  gende 
fti^lon^  Should  be  r^gijUrlji  iicft^bedoin.iaf 
kaft  threet.  tiuaes  A^d^yi:  ^n4i  iftft«*4  of 
confiniiigitl^fridion  eft?ir4y  to  die  figid 
tSMidone,  which  is^  the  conjm.oij.  pr^di^,  it 
ftiould  b?  PKCcnded  over  thft  -v^hgh  WUl^ 
cks^.even  to  th^t  in&rtiOQ*  of  their  jothn 
e|^ei9U«c$;  but  move  eijpeciaily  on  theii; 
X..  :       .  flelhy 
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^efbytnufcnlar  pa^tfi,  where  the  principal 
xskni^  of  the 'Continuance  af  fucH  cotti^ 
plainter  is  probably  feated  j  thefe  parts  be- 
itug  ^toB&fi  if  riot  etltogecher,  poffeffed  <X 
^kit  coatrafti^c,'  and  confequently  oF  the 
J^fiiVifig,  powers. 

^:  I  faa^  knowii  ufed,  too,  in  this  conb- 
l^aifit,  as  an  emollierit,  and  often  with  ^* 
^^ntage,  ah  oil  extra <Eted  from  animal  ftib^ 
ilancfes,  known  by  the  name  of  Neats-fofot 
Oil:  but  as  it  is  more  apt  to*turn  rancid 
tlian  olive  oil,  it  is  not  ^eh  a  ple^fane  ^^"^ 
plication  ;  and  as  it  is  not  pofifeffed  of  any 
^up^ribr  relaxing  properties,  Ae  -bther  wiH 
probably,  for  that  reafon,  be*  Gl>mttieti^ 
preferred.  .  .  .   , 

-  The  diforder  now  u^er  confideration, 
ftamely,  -a  ftiff  jointi  is  fo  Evidently j(Mio  <tf 
thdfe  ^hich  vparticukr4y  teqtiim:  the  ufe  lof 
lemoUient^,  tl^t  ftlmoU  e^ery  eld  wqmaa 
has  fome  particular  fotm  or  other '^of  ore* 
fcommending  them }  oi^  of  whichr  I  caa* 
iiot  kvdid  'mentioning,  a^  I  haw-fMquently 
known  it  uiftd,'  and  in  t wo ^  cafes. particu- 
^feifly,  ^ch  very  evident  a4v^tagei,  vi^; 
ihi  web  or  •  omenftum  oi^  a  new  -  killed 
^eep,  or  of  ^ any  other  anirtial,- -td^^'^l^- 
G^j  pUe4 
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|4ied  ov«r:aQutho4ifeaisd  pain»^li»i^l]r/0a 
being  cut  oiit  of  tHe  animaL:  -  '  /<  r  =)n 
In  cike  ts^oicaftff >>ali4ided  iro,  ooe  wt^  m 
the  kncm^and  thei^tfattr  I0  ikl^  tiaW ; '  Jtnd 
the motidn  of  chegoinc&y  afi«r havki^beea 
totally  loft,  was  alnwtt  pferfd^Wjr  Tcf^red^ 
Tkc  appUcatibn  flioild  bereoewedufi  fre- 
quently as  pdflibley  once  a-4ay  at  le^ft^  ^ 
ii>ftener  when  it  ciui  be  done :  for  <ml  bet- 
ing more  than  £cmr  or  6^  hourd  s^^ittedv 
it  becomes  4ifagreeable  J  and,  afber  that 
iime^  i&d^i  a^  k  coramdnly  tiurns  ftiffp 
it  cannot'  then  probably  be  of  much  fer- 
vice.  The  fan>e  kind  of  remedy,  u£bd  la 
fdmewh^  a  diflfereat  manner,  i  find  vt^ 
commended  by  Lieut aud,  a  peleWated 
French  pra<9titi'^ner  ^#  ^  ' 
{  I  hare  been  the  more  piarticttkr  on  diii 
part  of  the  fubje^v-ftft  I  ha?e  often  tiwuj^ht, 
that,  ^ith  ^  liti9e  attention,  the  nfo  of  many 
|t;>mts  might  be  reiki v^red,  %tLidi,  from  a 
miftaked  notion  coocefnwgd|ieiir'<*rafe$, 
" -  "  '    '"'    ''  *'■     {■'■■■  --    '■'       'have 

♦  Mr  Ljcutaud  fays>  when  fpeaking  of  fuch  affec- 
tions, ^'  ObvoRritur  eiUm  pkfs  Jifiefta  pdRe  ^CA^ 
,  vcrvcciF,  Vi<«lV«^tetiaf\fe  pitmdhi  rcceu$  vMbS^\^%tt 
iiomittkur  in  'tp^mi  vcntf*em .  bovis,  vit^iU  calore  h^uj 
defraudat«."  Synopfis  Univerfae  Praxeos  Medkx, 
Vol.  I.  p.  400, 
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haw  g^eanerallijF  from' the  &:i2:  becaeonfidop^ 
ed  Sis  incurable,    j  ,.        .    ^>  .a 

TWdUbrder  Kw  hitherto  been  fiippofed 
not  to  be  fo  fur  advfl^Efceed  as  to  hwe  occa* 
^oned  the  formation  t>f  matter  ;  for»  when 
it  i$  come  that  lengthy  no  conHdertble  ad- 
vantages can  be  cicpct5tcd  from  any  of  the 
Temeiks  y^t  have  recomtaended ;  but,  cveii 
in  this  ftate  of  the  complaint,  if  the  pa?- 
4ieatV  health  docs  not  afcfolutely  require  it, 
4U3iputation  of  the  member  ihould  by  no 
jneans  be  performed  immediately,  as  it 
moft  frequently  is.  For^  by  paying  atten- 
tion to  open  the  difierent  abfceifes  foon  after 
their  formation,  the  matter  may  be  pretty 
certainly  prevented  from  affe<5ling,  or  eflen^ 
tiaily  injuring,  the  capfalar  ligaments  of 
thcjomts ;  the  deftruiStioa  of  which  would 
no  doubt  render  tampuution  neceffary. 

sBy  the  .ufe  of  ti^  ieton,  as  w^s  forxnerly 
4ire^d  in  other  caiee  of  impofthume^ 
the  difchai^e  of  fuch^  collefiions  is  cer- 
tainly and  eafily  effedl^ ;  is  never  ar^ 
tended  with  any  inconvenience  ;  and  has 
fometimes  beqn,  and  may  frequently  be,  a 
means  of  faving  many  fuch  difeafed  joints, 
^t  leaft,  when  a  limb  is  at  ftake,  the  prac- 
0H4  ticc 
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trying  :  and  there  never,  it  is  probable^  eaa 
b^' rafflty  fvidUgrDunded  objetflbifi /maKDe'  to 
itiriMofefs  (the  patiejit's  conftilBtiob  ^be  fb 
irtiMh  reduced,  as  to  produce  itiudhL^diOc 
fr:om  any  farther  delny 5  ifti  rohiohtc;afcv^ 
amputation  is,  no  doiibt,.  to  be  imrbodir 
^fely  performed;  though^  if: fuch  abfepflBtt 
as  pccur  Ijq  openod  faon  after  their ficft 
fprfl9fttiQn#i  thcrie  will  alwiays  be  &iffidetKt: 
tirn^  for  obferving  what-  advantages  are  tt> 
be.  ()!bpained  fro«»  thediichargc  which  is 
thus,  produced,  :: 

Jt  i&iReceffary,  hcrwjwcr,  tOireraarfc,:dHU: 
it  is  in  colle<Slions  of  matter  only  for. which 
.wf  here  mean  to  recomtneQd>the:^ufe  of 
fetona;  for  it  ficcqucntly  happens,  in  rheu- 
jnaatic  affe<5li(W»s  of  th<i  larg^il  joints^-  that 
effufions  of  feruqi  take  place  in  very  con:f 
:(ider^ble  quiantiti^s  j  Which^  merely  by  the 
application  of  mpderate  ft:idli<m.  t;d  the 
parts  afieded,  arc  frequently  altogfither 
abforbed.  Thie,  however,  happens  rarely 
in  abfcefles  of,:r^l  purulent  matter :  :ib 
that  whenever  coUe^liona  of  this  natiure 
occur  upon  a  joint,  tUey  ought  to  be  diP* 
charged ;  and.^he  Ixifefl:  method  of  eflfeding 
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ity  lis  widoidjtedljr  by  tiier  inmsdaAion  of 

'Wich  refpe(5l  to  the  moft'  proper  period 

of  the  difeaie  for  amputating  limbs  dii^ 

eaied  in  tkisLiiyanncrry  it  may  be  c^erved, 

tbat^  evaain  point  of  fucoefs  from  the  Ope- 

ra^n^it  ought  never  to  be  advifed-till  the 

cpiinplaint  is  pretty  fer  advtmced.      For 

thcMigh,  hr  prmriy  it  might  be  imagined,  that 

the  more  early,  in  the  difeafe,  amputation 

of  the  manber  is  employed,  the  more  fuc- 

cefsful  it  fhould  prove ;  and  although  this, 

indeed,  has  been  made  ufe  of  as  a  common 

argument  for  amputating  very  early  in 

every  cafe  of  white  fwelling;  yet,  however 

plaufible  the  obfervation  may  appear,  it 

will  not,  fronv  experience,  I  am  perfuaded, 

be  found  to  hold  good.     For,  in  this  dif- 

order  efpecially,  I  have  conftantly  obferved, 

that  amputation  has  more  frequently  fac- 

ceeded,  that  is,  a  greater  proportion  of  fuch 

patients  have  recovered  from  it,  who  have 

previoufly  been  confiderably  reduced  by 

diarrhoeas  and  other  weakening  fymptoms, 

than  of  fuch  as  have  *  ftill  remained  in  a 

full  plechorio  habit  of  body.  ♦ 

In  the  fotrmer,  when  the  conflitution  has 

not 
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"KA  been  too  jnucb  httkss^txA  wel^aye:>k 
ai«rays  in  otir  power  to  gnard  agaioftits  bo- 
ing  fo,  dw  fewral  fym'ptams  of rfaciaic  ffever, 
whick  pnevionii3r  cx>ok  f^$c6^  ara  doiitnioQly 
removed  in  a  Ycry-feirdb.y»  after  tbe  linib 
IS  taken  off:  No 'h%h  ^^^tmms^x&tj,  affec?- 
tioHB  arc  e»er  piJoduwd  jt  th^  p^tiwt  daily 
improves  in  hid  bealtjbi ;  and  a  tx^mplete 
cure,  if  he  has  not  beei*  |po  wwM  rednr 
ced,  is  gCDcrally  very  ibon  obtaiacfiL  la 
lie  latter  agaioi  tbc  Yery  rcvcrilrof  all  theie 
<:ircuin{latice«  occut^;  The  (latttot,  from 
heiug  in  high  health  at  the  timeiof  the 
operation;^  is  generally  thrai^rai  into  a  fimit 
inflammatory  fever;  whiirfi'  i$^  aa  douh^ 
very  often  nenaoved^  but  which  frequency 
eithtf  carri^  ofiT  the  patient  iiuunediat^f^ 
or. produces  fuch  eff$<^  as  he^^ never  thoi- 
roughly  recovers  ffroffj. 

So  that  in  nQ^oafe  whatever  is  it  profier 
ta  have  rccourfe  to  aaiputatiqa,  tttttil  every 
probable  means  for  faving  the  \vmh  has 
been  tried  in  vain. 

All  the  means  we  have  hitherto  rccom* 
mended,  relate  particularly  to  the  rheumatic 
fpecies  of  the  diforder ;  and  when  cmploy*- 
ed  in  time,  and  duly  perfifted  in,  they  will 

fre- 
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frequentiy  be  foimd  of  fervicK  v  ba&  wbcm 
the  difebie  iw  fo  ixr  advanced  as  to  havis 
deftroyjed  the  capfular  ligameota  of  the 
jouit,  wad  perfasqps  eiren  chc  cartilages  and 
iDiMies  idiem&lves,  amputation  of  the  mcm^ 
bfir  is  then  tkodsdute  the  only  re£burca 

in  tiie  tsmr6  fatal -^ecies  of  white  fwclU 
1^^^  inanMyf  ^  fcrophuloiis,  as  I  know 
n»-xr6min  femedy  for  icropbtila^  even  in 
its  rsuider  jform  in  the  foift  parts  of  the 
body,  I  canned  iiere  pretend  to  c&i  any 
tkin^  £iti9£a^<%)ry  npoi^  the^  fubje&« 

in  the  imT^X  join9|/^tien  the  difea&d 
parts  of  the  bone  begin  to  caft  off,  a  cure 
may  be  fometim*s  promoted  by  alMingthe 
efl^im  of  liaturc  J  but  in  all  the  large  joints, 
pamculady  m  the  knee  and  ancle,  it  is  liot 
probable  that  any  other  refotirce  than*  anp* 
pntation  will  ever  afford  much  reileft  And 
even  tht  effcds  of  this  operation  -can  Sel- 
dom be  depd&ded  ot^  as  kding :  for  when 
thegea»etal^crophulons  difpoiition  ftill  fub*- 
fifts  in  the  canftitutipn,  the  diforder  will 
mod  probably  appear  again  in  fame  other 
part;  which,   however,   in  the  advanced 
ftages  of  the  dSfeafe,  it  is  fometimes  ne-- 
ceffary  to  run  the  rifk  of,  the  pain  being 
^        '  often 
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often  fo  tormenting  as  to  make  it  more  eli- 
gible to  fubmit  to  any  hazard  rather  than 
to  bear  it  longer.  '^. 

When,    however,  for   fome  Teafbn  ox 
other,  amputation  is  determined  againftj 
by  there  being  almoft  a  certainty  rfiat  the 
complaint  will  foon  return,  from  the  fcrq- 
phulous  difpofition*s  ap|>earin^  very-^an^ 
in  the  fyftem,  it  then  becomes  ncccfikrjr 
to  have  rccourfe  to  palliatives,  fo  as  to  ren- 
der the  complaint  as  tolerable  as  po0lbk^ 
and,  with  this  view^  opiates  in  large  dofes, 
by  moderating  the  pain  and  procuring  reft^ 
will,  in  general,  be  found  to  be  the  prin- 
cipal remedy. 

In  other  refpeds,  all  fuch  medicines  and 
articles  of  regimen,  as  are  found  to  prove 
beneficial  in  fcropliula,  are  advifable  ;  bu^ 
for  thefe,  as  it  would  be  foreigft  to  the  ia-r 
tention  of  this  trieatife  to  enumerate  thent ' 
a  former  fedlion  of  the  fecond  payt  of  thia 
work,  together  with  fuch  :^uthors  as^have 
written  more  fully  on  the  fubjedl,  may  be 
confulted.  '  ^   ,    : 

INPEX. 
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jiBSCESSy  a  cafe  of,  which  ended  fatallj  from  im- , 

^  jproptr  trekcmeht/     '  -  -  p.  75^ 

.4!|fy^^.whaft<iiftT'01%kt'tx>  be  opened^  -  74 

different  methods  of  opening,   , .            -  76 

■/  ^  '  .i--  inethod  of  opemng  by  cauftic,                   -  77 

•^iUu   .ti  I  :  ■'■    .p  openfeg. Jjy  incifimi,                  -  .   78 
'  y  U  ''  '  .  M    r    .,^P?P^^.^3^  ^?'  intfod^^on    of  a    . 

cord,                -          .        r        ^  -  .              -  8J 

^fi//,  vegetable,  Its  fedative  powers,    ,         -             -  40 

— -^  VftHolJi;,  its  ufe  m  gangrene,             -            -  1 1 5 

^il^^ftMsi^gces,  theiir  e&<ft$  in  fcrophulous  ulcers,  434 

^/^©Ao/,  its  cffcSs  ia ^ap^rene,      ,    ,,   -  /           ".      .  i    ;^*^ 

^;j»/>»fif/i««,  the  moll  certain  remedy  in  cancer,        -  324^ 

'            circnmftances  which  render  it  improper  in 

.  cancer,  -      ,  ".      :  "  -^^^ 

-.obferva^ions  on,  in  cafes  of  white  fwellxngs,    473 


-//«//a«o/iy,  its.ufeinc|itaneous  affeftions,;              -  ^       36'i^ 

4ni(feptksy  dieireifedts  in  fcorbutic  iilcers,              -  '416 

ApttiinUy  their  ufe  in  fcrpphuloui  ulcers, •  _  426 

Af^tf^'ms^yxS^y^  \ia&^  geacral  .utily:yv in.  ukers,^  188 

^r^«^V,pbfervajions  oiij  incai^cer^  ..  34^. 

jirierUi^  increafeft  a<flion  of,                 -                 -  25 

^firingentiy  their  ufe  in  cutaneous  affe(5lion9,           -  36s 

Sandaqe,  fpiral^  its  ufe  in  callous  ulcers,             -  26a 

B^rky  Peruvian,  its  effefts  in  gangrene,               -  109 

-..^  M,    -  beft  mode  of  exhibiting  it,             -  lU 

— —  red,  an  account  of  its  effe<fts,                    -  1^2 

—— ^  Pcrurian,  ufeful  in  carious  ulcersj,                -  289 

Bark^ 
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Barky  PerBTian,  often  neceflary  in  the  fiiiple  irldated 
ulcer,  *  -  -  -  aai 

' ■  its  utflity  in  venereal  ulc^m^  ^         ^^$ 

— — its  itfe  in  fcorbutic  ulcers,    -       -  HijtS 

an  cxterttaa  appM^ia^n  Ittfcdrbudc  itf-    '' 

.  419 

■  ■  itsufrfaiicr<yhuk)ttsiJW<|fS|^  •""     .  42^ 

Sathy  warm,  proper  ia>  be 'Sftdiii  tt  tcWrl^l^W^i-cfiiy;      J99 
J^tfMii?^,  wann,  its  ufe  in  ttttanebds  UteiBr&i  -  g^t 

Belladonoy  obferyation&  on,  in  cancerous  nTrrtif^  "^^4f 

Bliflers,  their  efFetas  in  \diite  fwilMngs;  ■    '      '  -    '"  "  *  *46d 
Blood'iettmg^  kJdal,  Us'\itillt)r  fn  eafes  of  ^phlegriion        "       -48 

: its  eifeasin  whiUr^Wenaig,         -    "    458 

Btics,  uleful  in  cutaneous  afFedlbns,  •  -  56I 

Buhoesy  when  opened,  difficiilt  to  ctir^i  *-  "^^ 

C.  '       '     •       ■;    t^^ 

Cakcerous  ulcer,  fymptoms  sftid  di«gri6fl^bf^        l        3^- 

Cascer,  caufes  of,  -'    '       -  i  ^*         *  ^^ 

■1  ,  r.   ,,.  .11  treatmeAt  of,  .  ^  ^^ 

CarbuncteSi  obfcrvations  on,  -  -  •  i^j 

' caufes  of,  -  -  '         -  ^ 

Catspiafmiy  emollient,  ^comnfethlid'in  rfiefiiw^e  titiated 
ulcer,  -    '  -  '^       '    «  ._^-    .  ^^ 

' '      '^*  warm,  their  utility  in  callous 'ulcfert,  2j8^ 

-i ; i^tileif  (iffcdfe  III  IhS  car^  6f  Ukers;     *  •  a6gr 

fi^i^/V,  lunar,^  the  bfeft  efchatoti<i  In  th'e  ftuigbtis  nicer;      ijr 

-- — ii*^ when  ilieful  in  ven^rkS  til^JfeWj       '  -*         4o4' 

Cauftic  recommended  in  Vfihet^al  ifle^rS;   ^  ^  '^  "•  gSj^ 

CMuftics  When  neceffary  in  calloui  utcers,  -    '      '  258" 

Cij«//ry,  a^ual,  obfervatidds  on  the  ufe  of, .      *    —        '284 
Csratey  Goulard's  fatumirfe,  reconfiiiehded  U  tife  fttn^e^  ' '  ' 
purulent  Ulcers,  -  ^    _  .j      /.»i    ^^^^ 

Cerufsy  an  applicatibn  for  ulcers,  .  -  "     "'  207 

tthalybeatt  and  fiilpbureous  waters,  their,  efFe'its  m  Icro-"' ' 
phultus  ulcers,  -  •  -  4*2; 

Ch^psfp 
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Chmrpee^^  conftant  ufe  of  iathe  cure  of  ukers  to  be 

fivoidedy  •  -  -  -  aoo 

Qqatrifing  applications^  what,  -  ^  t^ HQ 

Ci^ta^  obfervations  on,  -  -  *  ^3 

Citrinum  ungue^uuB  necoHumdidod  vo^  cutaneous  aiee* 

lions,  -  -  .  ^J^ 

C^aanlinefst  particularly  neceflary  in  cotaiieotts  ulcers,  ^ 
Qf^reft9fii  its.  uiflHf  m  tbe  cttr«  of  ukerS  kk  getic»l,  2^ 
'n   I  ■  -«         particulai*]^  i:^efuUi>  the  cure  of  icrophulou^ 

ulcers,         ,      -  -  ,     -  -  427 

Cttiping,  dry,  fometimes  prqv^iijifefiil,        -  -  7^ 

■  -^  ■  and  fcarifying,  iu  cff^%  in  whi|0  fivrfling,.  ,  4,591 
CuU^neous  afiedbions,  g^ral,remafli;srQiii  *         -     ^^ 

*  D. 

I>liTERGEMXS»th|rirutiUty  i0!i4f«issi  •.  •  157 

Z)«<f/^tfy// phlogiftrca,  -    -  -.  -  27 

Ditf*,  nouriftiing,jJts.tl(eii.foor^^jjkQr%.  ,        -  447. 

,,    ..    ..       'n"  when  ufefol  m  Venereal  ulcers,        -        404- 

■  ^ attention  to  in  the  cure  of  tbc^  fiance  vttiiaud  ulc«r,>    22^ 

Digefiives,  their  utility  in  ulcers,  -  -  ».I5T 

EcHoi.i.iEifT4tjqtheir  ufejn  ^i^  fHi(^fljmgp%        .    -  .      •\4^v 

iii-i  -■!■ improper  for  refolving  inflamnxatloa,       .  .33^ 

Erjffife/aSf  defcxjiption  ofj  .  -  »  — 3^. 

Jl^f^rottci,  xhf^  «fe  in  ^smcerDW^'difordffS^  -^    —  -34^ 

>i  ,i.^  nece^n^rin  the  cure  of  the  fungous  ulcer,.     .  4^6 

^  f-  ■■>^ —  ronicuai«s,uf€4  i]»  iU3U0«()$  pl^i^,  ^  .  -  .047- 
«g  ■  ■■  '■  fometimes  neceffioiy Jb  the  cure  of  ulcers,  •  •  ao& 
'  \  .  ,        F. 

Fetor,  itualiod  of  correcting  it  in  caacer<^is  difbtders,  -  ^^ 
FUrts  martiales,  their  effeds  in  cancew,  -  34?  - 

FpfffcntationSf  e^ubUient,  recouunefided  tn  the  funpie  vit 

tiated  ulcer,  ^  .  «  .  2az 

/ri^2w/r,  its  utility  in  white  IwelUngs,  -  4^ 
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Gancrene,  white,               -  -            -  -            -  ^f 

dry,  fyipptoim  of^            .               .  ^ 

■" caufes  of,             -       -                  .  ^ 

' — . —  termination  of  always  tmcertam,          -  ^ 

prognofis  in,     •             -       -         .  103 

■■           method  of  treating^,            -              ^  106 

'  ■  ■  ■       blood-letting  fometinles  ufefttl  in,          •  106' 

large  evacuations  hurtful  m,        '    •  T07 

Goulard,  his  ^traft  of  lead,                 -         -       .  ^ 

- — his  vegeto-mineral  water,                   •  ^f 

Cranulationsj  their  formsttion  in  fcJrcs,                •  184 

C^ivw/,  warm,-obferva^n»on  the  uleof,                •     ^  ^j 

H. 

Heat,  a  principal  agent  ta  tlie  formation  <^ puv  tf 

— beft  means  of  applym^, '            -                .  ^ 

■            its  influence  oa  the  d^harge  of  tdcois,         -  t$t 

a<iue  degree  of,  necefliiry  in  the  cure  of  ukers,  aoi 

Herpes,  the  different  fpectes  o^              -              a  j^ 

L  ' 

Inflammation,  every  part  of  die  body  liable  to>  iS 

— - —   ■         predifpofing  cfaufe  of,               •  ti . 

^ —  exciting  caufes  of,                  -  ^t 

■ —  proximate  caufe  of,                   -  24 

'       roone  frequent  in  /oung  than  m  old 

petople,*                -               ...                 .  24 

more  fre<)tient  in  men  than  in  womciiy  34 

■              — —  fymptoms  ol^  accounted  ftr,          -  aS 

'                            prognofis  ii^              -                *  39 

.._; ^ refolution  of,  not  always  adi^table,     *  31 

t^ .— , — __  its  influence  on  the  difcharge  of  ulcers,  180 

Jnje£ii9ns,  efcharodc,  an  a^plicadon.  in  iinuous  vlLctm,  347 

Jffuesy  their  debilitating  effeftsf              -               -  145 

'•-* — -  their  effefts  in  the  cu^hp  of  ulcers,           .  •  1-40 . 

r-r»»—  in  what  manner  tJbey  operate,                      -  14* 
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tfues^  often  neccffary  in  the  (imple  vitiated  ulccri  227 

*M-*-  their  utility  in  fcrophulous  ulcersi          -         -  4i^ 

.<H»—  their  ufe  in  cutstnebUs  afllai«ftd/          -            *  37^ 

y»  -'  their  efficacy  in  cutaneous  ulcers^               •  366 

X<axATtvES,  ufeful  in  refolving  inflaihinationi           «  49 

*■>  ^  ^  •  ■■  ■  cutaneous  afiecfHons,  -  365 
Olh  — -: — w;^  thi  feorbutic  ulcer,  i  *  416 
* '«•  their  eSfts  in gangrenrt  -  -  106 
»i  ■  ufcful  in>whit^  fyUellings»  -  461 
hifld^  preparations  of>  their  Native  po-vrefs^  -  30 
A  »■■  external  applicatioprtrfi  never  prf^dicial,  ^  42 
•ii-i*-- preparations  of^  M^  to  be^*' employed  for  promo- 
ting fuppuratioui                •                -                -  4^ 

^ ^ — .U.^4.  t^m  lii  tUtaorious  ulcers,  36  i 

kitchef^  obfervations  on  their  ufe  in  white  fvrellings^  460 

•idfai* —  fometicrfts  ti^ful  in  <*anous  ulcers,            -  29? 

JLijf4/«rf,  Ibmetixnes  proper  in  the  fohgous  ulcere  246 

Ci**.^  ■   I    diredliofts  for  ufing  in  the  fungous  lilcefj  24t 

Lsme-wzitTf  an  ufeful  application  in  ulcers,             -  26  j 

.f  T     ■.— *   ^tifefili  in  caHous  ulcei-s,            -            *  290 

..^-fc   ■   H        ^ ii  in  cutaneous  tilcers,        -          -  361 

L^gSy  why  very  liable  to  ihflinimation,          -          -  26 

hpnfhy  Goagulable,  its  influence  in  the  formation  6f  pus,  60 

*      M. 

Mel  rofarum,  its  ufe  in  ftorbutic  ulcers,               -  41^ 

Mtrcurtahy  their  effe£ls  iii  fdrophalotis  ulcers;'  "     -  4^5 
Mercury^  fimple  triturtited,  the  be  ft  ft  rm  of  ^Hibiting 

'it,              -             •         '   '           -^          ■  -  39^ 

-^.^-i — : —  folution  oii  proper  in  the  "callous  ulcer,  259 
*-*; — ^—  dlffdlved  in'fpirit  of  nitre,  a  (Irong  and  ufefut 

cauftic,                -               -              •.                *  238 

*^ its  utility  in  venereal  ulcer's/              ^  39^ 

--^1^--= ^  its  ufe  in  white  fweHings,             -             -  4^1 

— .— ^  its  effe<fts  in  fcorbutic  ulctrs,          *           -  4^9 
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Mtrcury^  corrpfive  fublimatCy  its  oTe  m  cutaneous  af^* 

feftjons,  -  .   .  -  -  j5j 

Mercurius  prapcipitatus  ruber^  its  ufe  in  venereal  ulcers,  395^ 
Mtzereon^  decodtion  of»  its  ufe  in  cutaneous  afiedlions,  364 
htiafmata^  putrid,  their  deleterious  influence,         -  105 

Mortification^  definition  of,  -         -  -  •>         21 

■  charafteriftic  fymptoms  of,  •  94 

Mjrrh,  tin^ure  of,  fomedmes  ufeful  in  the  cure  of  ul- 

cers,  ....  -  aof 

N- 
Nitre,  obfervations  on  the  ufe  of,  in  the  cure  of  ulcers,    231 

O. 
Oil,  warm,  its  ufe  in  white  fwellings,        •         -  468 

^intfntntSf  proper  in  carious  ulcers,  •  -  29 1 

Qmtntunti  the  warm  application    of,    ufeful    in  ^hite 

fwellings,  ....  470 

Opiates  f  internal  ufe  of,  beneficial  in  inflammation,  49 

ufeful  in  wounds,  -  •  •  49 

i— reconpiended  in  cancerous  diforders,  -  34 

•*—  their  ufe  in  white  fwellings,  -  -  476 

fometimes  proper  in  the  fimplc  vitiated  ulcer,        225 

'  %hy  commonly  avoided  in  inflainmation,  50 

Optum^  as  an  external  application,  fometimes  inadmifiible 

in  inflammation,  •  -  -  37 

P. 
Pare,  Mr,  obfervations  on  his  method  of  amputating  the 

ends  of  bones,  -  -  -       .  295 

Verfpirati^tiy  not  neceffary  for  refolving  tumors,         -  47 

Phlegmon^  definition  of,  -  •  -  19 

■  '     -  terminations  of,  -  -  -  I9 

■  II  -  '•'  rcfolution  of,  what,  •  *  20 
^,— refdlution  of,  when  to  be  defifted  from,                51 

— ~ more  apt  to  terminate  in  fuppuration  in  fom«^ 

parts  than  in  others,  -  -  -  52 

*—-'—" —  m  mcmbrancius  parts  does  not  eafily  fuppuratc,    52 
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Poftufe,  attention  to,  recommended  in  the  cure  •£  ulceri,  aio 

Pus,  definition  of,            -              -            -              -  54 

■          different  opinions  of  its  formation,  .              -  SS 

— —  does  not  exift  in  the  blood,              -               -  57 

■■  is  formed  from  ferum,            ...  58 

Sir  John  Pringle's  experiments  upon,            -  58 

Mr  Gaber*s  experiments  upon,             •            -  j;^ 

— —  fymptoms  of  its  full  maturation,       -    -            -  73 

Prfcif  state f  red,  when  ufeful  in  venereal  ulcers,        -  405 

R.  ' 

Regimen,  direaions  fftr,  in  the  cure  6f  ulcers,        -  213 

■  -    ■    ■  in  carioufi'ulcers,            •            -        *  -  296 

Remedies y  internal,  their  ufe  in  cutaneous  ulcers,  357 

Reft,  always  necc&ry  in  the  cure  of  ulcers,          -  205 

Rollers,  flannel,  recommended  in  the  cure  of  ulcers,  178 

*    S. 

Sacchaeum  faturhi,  the  beft  preparation  of  lead,  42 

^acchariim  jpitumi,  form  of  ufmg  it,            -            -  43 

Saturnine  applications^  their  effe<fts  in  fcrophuloms  ulcers,  427 
Saturnif  facch.  combined  with  lac  fiilphuris,  ufeful  in  cu-   * 

'    taneous  affedioris,                •                •               .  37J 

Si?/ ammoniac,  ufeful  In  gangrene,            «            -  118 
Saitf,  fpring,  obfervudons  on  its  ufe  in  removing  carious 

bones,            -        *      .            -             -            i  '%g2 

Sar/afariilaf  decoftion  of,  its  ufe  in  cutaneous  ulcers,  364 

'■   '■■  ufeful  along  with  mercury,  390 

Scalp  elf  when  neceflary  in  callous  ulcers^              *  258 

Scarrifications  proper  In  carious  ulcers,        •          -  297 

not  neceflary  in  mortification,            •  117 

Schirrus^  not  an  ufuil  confequence  of  inflammation,  '    2 1 

Scrophulous  tumors,  when  not  to  be  meddled  with,  34 

Scurvy f  general  remarks  on,                 -                -  408 

iS^if-bathing,  its  ufe  in  fcrophulous  ulcers,              •  42^ 

Sedatives,  their  external  appUcation  in  inflammation,  36 

Setons,  method  ot  mtroducing,                -                -  85 
Hh  ^                     _           Sttons^ 
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SetQftf,  prove  frcqucntlf  hurtful  in  bjdrpcdci         •  f% 

— . — -  ^hcir  utility  in  white  fwellings,          -             •  47a 

^etofif  reconuxiended  in  the  cure  of  the  finuous  ulcer,  249 

^a/mf  the  proximate  caufe  of  inflammation^            -  27 

$piritsy  ardent^  an  ufeful  application  ^n  Hlcer«>    .       •  207 

Stma/ents,  their  effef^  in  gangrenej^            •            -  109 
- — ".'■*^'-u  fometimes  neceflary  for  p^motij^  fuppun^tioni   69 

Stockingy  lacedy  its  ufe  in  the  cure  of  ulcers^             -  177 

m  ■    ■  :^    ,_   .^   its  ufe  in  callous  ulcers,                -  269 
^typt'tcSf  fometimes  neceiTary  in  ulcers,           -             190,  207 

Sublimate,  corrofiye,  its  i|fe  in  cutanepus  afe^ions,  37S 

.'■   H.I.          — r-^-T-  its  ufe  in  Venereal  ulcers           -  40a 

Sulphur^  its  efficacy  in  cutaneous  eruption^            ?  37a 

^ulphurisy  lac,  itfeful  in  cutaneous  aff^ftipni|          r  373 

Suppuration^  fymptonu  of,            t            -               ?  2t 

- — : ;r—  definition  of^               -            ^     .         .  54 

■>^-;'-'    -- "  means  of  propnoting^       ,     : -             •  61 

^mellingSy  pf  a  critical  nature  not  to  be  rcpeUed,    .     r  34 

,j ^- — .  white,  diagnofis  ofi               -               -  '  4JJ 

y  I         '■     . ,.  .->  fymptott^s  and  caufes^of^            -  43  J 

*i          different  fpccies  oi,          -           -  437 

f...^^....^ ^  fymptoms  of  the  rheumatic  fpecies  of,  439 

_    -        — — r-  fymptoms  of  the  fc^phulous  ^ecjes  erf,  447 

y-^-.— ,             IP,  treatment  of,        .     •                -  458 

•Fheiiiac,  an  application  in  gangrenC|_  _         r.  11? 

^hroaty  why  liable  to  inflamnaatioi^,     ,       t              r  a6 

7'rep0ny  its  ufe  in  carious  ulcers,          ,  ^  .           r  oSS 

Ulcer,  dcfimtion  of,               -             r             ?  123 

Ulcers,  varieties  of,                 -:            ,  z               r  '^^ 

«       —  arrangement  of,            -       ,        •    '          -  127 

n ^caufesof,            -            •           -  '          -  13^ 

■^        I   prognoiis  in,                 -               -    .     .        -  13? 

!^  , .  1 1,,  may  always  be  healed  with  (afcty,             -  138 
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IJlcer^  fimple  purul«it»  gbfervatiorfs  on, 

.^ ,,, —  I  .J  ■  I  ^ — ^ — ^  fymptoms  of, 

,.,rri —  fimple  purulpnt,  caufeg  of, 
.        _  i_  prognofis  fa, 

•  remarks  on  the  cure  of; 


-^  warm  gnm?,  balfams,  &c,  hurt- 


ful in. 


Ulcfrs,  long-continued,  dangerotis  to  the  conftitution,        i  S\ 

_..,, of  ftclky  p^rt5,  heal  more  eafily  than  others,  1 34 

.  in  the  cure  of,  the  effe<9s  of  cpmpreffion,  1 77 

„—— ^  divifion  of  M^to  different  claffcs,  -  159 

r '  fimple,  different  fpecies  of,  -  -  1 59 

w-»r-^—  compound^  different  ipecies  of,  -  -         160 

.  reniarks  on  the  growth  of  new  p^rts  in,  16  j 

-  general  corollaries  relating  to  the  management  of,  431 
'-'        '    -  ,61 

161 

164 

216 
318 
aij 

729 
221 
%32 

23a 

23« 
«44 
24? 
247 

24« 

254 
254 

2$7 

262 
262 

273 
279 

Ulcer, 


*  fimj»le  vitiated,  obfervatioxis  on, 
.  fymptoins  o^ 
.  caules  of, 

f  prognofis  in,  - 

■  cure  of. 


•  fungous,  pbfervations  on, 
.#. '  fymptoms  of. 


-  caufes  of, 
-r  cure  of. 


•  finuous,  oWervations  on, 

■-■-  fymptoms  ^nd  caufes  of,  _  ./ 

"  ^  cure  of,     .         - 

■  the  ufual  method  of  opening. 


.  callous,,  obfervations  on, 

fymptoms  and  caufes  of, 

•  cure  of. 


.  carious,  obfervations  on, 

—  fymptoms  and  diagnofis  of, 

—  T        caufes  and  prognofis  in, 
r-j ,  ■  ■    cure  of, 
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U/c^r,  cutaneous,  bbfcrvations  on^            -  -  54J 

■                            often  connected  with  other  difeafes,  369 

cure  of,               .            .  .  354 

.. venereal,  obfcnratiohs  «n,         '    •  -381 

I      "■■     ■  varieties  of,            .            -  •  582 

■  ■  '    appearances  of,                •  •  386 

I     I              cure  of,            -                *  -  394 

III-  fcorbutic,  obfervations  on,                -  -  40S 

fymptoms  and  caufes  o^  •  410 

■'  ■         the  cure  of,               -  •  415 
■>       ■    '■■  applications  proper  in,  •  430 


'  (crophulous,  obftrvations  on,  -  -  421 

M.     I         fymptoms  and  caufes  of,  •  421 

■  cure  of,  -  -  •         424 


l/jv^cf^xf//,  blunt,  the  aAion  of  lead,            -             -  46 

IJnguentum  ^gyptiacum,  its  ufe  iH  fcorbutic  ulcers,  416 

■  '    'u    cereum,  recommended  in  the  cure  of  ulcers,  194 

1                 &tuminum,  its  ufe  in  the  cutaneous  ulger^  368 

Fiff^^^f /f^t  th^  ^fe  }n  die  fcorbutic  ulcer,             •  '  415 

W. 

WALKiTT-trce,  the  leaves  of,  ufeftJ  in  carious  olcers,  2S9 

Warm  water,  falls  of,  ufeful  in  white  fwellingis,*        -  463 

Water,  cold,  effects  in  white  fuellings,          ••            •  464 

Wine^  its  effefts  in  gangroae,                •              -  109 

Woods^  decpfUon  of,  its  ufe  in  cutaneous  affeftioms,  364 

:          ■       ■!    '"  ufeful  along  with  mercury,         •  399 
Z. 

Zi)£C,  its  ufe  in  cutaneous  ulcerS;|            ^           r  |it 
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^coks  Printed  for  C.  £lliot  andT*  Eat,  oppofite  Somerfet  PlacCf 
Strand f  London  ;  and  C.  Elliot,  Edinburgh. 

A  Syftcm  of  Surgery,  by  Benjamin  Bell,  Member  of  the  Royal 
CollegesL  of  Surgeons  of  Ireland  and  Edinburgh,  illuftrated  with 
99  copperplates^  in  6  vols  8vo,  price  X  L  i6  s.  6  d,  in  boards, 
and  2  ]•  2%.  6  d.  bound. 

A  Syftem  of  Anatomy  and  Phyfiology,  from  Monro,  Winflow, 
Innes,  Hewibri,  Haller,  ind  the  lateft  authors ;  arranged,  as 
nearly  is  the  nature  of  the  work  would  admit,  in  die  order  of  the 
lectures  delivered  by  the  profeflbr  of  anatomy  in  the  univerfity 
dF  Edinburgh.  By  Mr  Andrew  Fife,  afliftant  to  Dr  Monro. 
The  fecond  edition ;  to  which  is  added,  The  Phyfiology  and 
Comparative  Anatomy,  with  1 6  copperplates.  In  3  vols  8 vo, 
price  l8s.  in  boards,  arid  i  L  Is.  bound. 

The  Edinburgh  NEW  DISPENSATORY  :  containing  i ft,  The 
Elements  of  Pharmaceutical  Chemiftry.  adly,  the  Materia  Me- 
dica ;  or,  an  account  of  the  natural  hillory,  qualities,  operations, 
and  ufes,  of  the  difFereiit  futltances  employed  in  Medicine.  3dly, 
The  Pharmaceutical  Preparations  and  Medicinal  Compofitions 
of  the  new  editions  of  the  London  ( 1 788 )  and  Edinburgh  (i  783) 
Pharmacopoeias  ;  with  explanatory,  critical,  and  practical  obfer- 
Vations  on  each :  togetner  with  the  addition  of  thofe  formulae, 
from  the  bed  foreign  Pharmacopoeias,  which  are  held  in  highefl 
crteem  in  other  parts  of  Europe.  The  whole  interfperfed  with 
pra(5lical  cautions  and  obfervations,  and  enriched  by  the  lateft 
difcoveries  in  natural  hiftory,  chemiftry,  and  medicine ;  with 
new  tables  of  eledlive  attra«5tions,  of  antimony,  of  mercury,  &c. 
and  fix  copperplates  of  the  moft  convenient  furnaces,  and  prin- 
cipal pharmaceutical  inftruments.  Being  an  improvement  upon 
the  New  Difpenfatory  of  Dr  Lewis.  The  fecond  edition  ;  with 
maay  alterations,  corredions,  and  additions.  By  Andrew  Dun- 
can, M.  i).  F.  R.  and  A.  S.  Ed.  in  one  very  large  volume  8vo. 
price  7s.  in  boards,  and  8s.  neatly  bound,  a  few  copies  on  fine 
paper  at  8s.  in  boards,  and  9s.  bound. 

Cullen'^  Firft  Lines  of  the  Practice  of  Phyfic,  a  new  edition,  com* 
plete  in  4  vols  8vo,  price  1 1.  4  s.  boards. 

^^— ^ —  Inftitutions  of  Medicine,  patit  !•  containing  pjbyfiology^ 
8vo,  49.  boards. 

Confpeftus  Medlcinae  Theoreticae,  ad  ufum  academicum.  Au(flore 
Jacobo  Gregory,  M.  D.  Med.  Theoret.  in  Acad.  Edin.  Prof. 
&c.  &c.  Editio  tertia,  prioribus  auAior  et  emendatior,  in  tw© 
volumes  8vo,  price  13  s.  in  boards. 

Dr  (Alex,  of  Edin.)  Hamilton's  ThecrJ'  and  Praftice  of  Midwife- 
ry, a  new  edition,  8v9,  5s.  boards. 
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Dt  (Alex,  oi  Edin.)  Hamflton's  Trcatife  of  Midwifery  ;  compre- 
hending the  management  of  female  complaints,  and  the  treatment, 
of  infant  children,  8vo,  4s.  boards— Either  of  the  aboTe  two 
books  may  be  had  with  Dr  Smellie's  forty  tables  and  explana* 
ttons,  with  additions  and  corre(!tions  Jby  Dr  Hamilton,  at  6  s.  ad* 
ditional. 

Medical  Commentaries,  exhibiting  a  concife  view  of  the  lateft  and 
mod  important  improvements  m  Medicine  and  Medical  Philofo* 
phy,  12  vols,  8vo*  4L  4s.  bound. 

Medical  Commentaries  for  the  year  1788^  VoL  III.  Decade  II.  8vo. 
6  s*  boards.  The  fame  for  1783,  84,  85,  86,  and  87,  at  6s.  each 
in  boards.    . 

Medical  Cafes,  feledled  from  the  Records  of  the  Public  DiQ>enfary 
at  Edinburgh,  with  pra<5lical  remarks  and  obfervations ;  being 
.the  fubftance  of  Clinical  Le^ures  delivered  during  the  ycari 
1776-7,  by  Dr  Duncan.    The  third  edition,  8vo.  j  s.  boards. 

Heads  of  Ledlures  on  the  Theory  and  Pradice  of  Medicine,  by 
Andrew  Duncan,  M.  D.  F.  R.  &  A.  S.  Edin.  price  4s.  in  boards. 

A  Syilem  of  the  Praftice  of  Medicmc,  fJ-om  the  Latin  of  Dr  Hoff- 
man, 3  vols  8vo.  14  s.  bound. 

Heads  of  Le^flures  on  the  Materia  Medita,  conuining  an  Alphabe- 
tical Lift,  with  the  Officinal,  Linnaean,  and  EngKfc  name  rf 
each  article,  an  arrangement  according  to  the  natural  orders  of 
the  different  articles,  and  an  arrangement  according  to  their  o- 
perative  effects,  8vo.  I  s.  6  d.  , 

Encyclopaedia  Britanhica  ;  or  a  Didlionary  of  Arts,  Sciences,  and 
Mifcellaneous  Literature.  *  A  new  edition,  in  the  prefs,  correfted, 
enlarged,  and  improved  ;  to  be  completed  in  300  numbers,  at  is. 
each,  making  15  vols,  at  xi  s.  each,  in  all  isL  15  s.  neatly  done 
up  in  boards. 

Martin's  Eflays  and  Obfervations  on  the  Conftru£lion  and  Gradu- 
ation of  Thermometers^  and  on  the  heating  and  Cooling  of  Bo* 
dies,  i2mo,  gs.  bound. 

Dr  Mead's  whole  Medical  Works,  plates,  6s.  bound. 

Nifl>€t^s  Firft  Lines  of  the  Theory  and  .Pra^ice  in  Venereal  Dif- 
eafes,  8vo,  5s.  boards. 

Smellie's  Treatife  on  the  Theory  and  Pradice  of  Midwifery,  with 
cafes ;  to  which  are  added  40  Tables  and  Explanations,  in  3  vols 
1 2 mo,  price  12s.  bound. 

Smellie's  fet  of  Anatomical  Tables>  with  explanations,  notes,  and 
illuflrations,  adapted  to  theprefent  improved  method  of  prac- 
tice, by  Profeffor  Hamilton  of  Edinburgh,  8vo,  6s.  boards. 

Baron  Van  Swieten's  Commentaries  on  Boerhaave's  Aphorifms 
concem'mg  the  Knowledge  and  Cure  of  Difeafes ;  dedicated  to 
Dr  Cullen^  18  vols  Royalizmo,  price  3I.  3  s.  neatly  bound. 
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